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Editor’s Note

Ballot Harvesting,

the New Frontier

BALLOT HARVESTING IS THE PROCESS by
which third parties can collect completed mail-
in ballots from voters and deliver them in bulk
to adrop box or local elections office.

Each state has its own rules on the practice,
and it became a widespread function of elections
during the pandemic.

Republicans have generally thumbed their
nose at ballot harvesting, saying it weakens
election integrity, while Democrats “wrote
the book on it,” a Republican committee
executive in Florida told Epoch Times
reporter Patricia Tolson.

After years of criticizing ballot harvesting
and the push toward mail-in voting, some
Republicans are beginning to reconsider their
party’s unbending resistance to both practices.

“Ballot harvesting is something that
Democrats have been doing forever, and the
Republicans simply haven’'t been competing
with them,” said Corey Gibson, who is
helping to organize the “first national ballot
harvesting project” with Rethink! GOP.

Hans von Spakovsky from The Heritage
Foundation calls ballot harvesting “vote
trafficking,” but he also says, “That’s no reason
not to take legal advantage of the rules that
govern an election process.”

Read more about ballot harvesting, election
integrity, and the changing strategy of the
GOP in this week’s cover story.
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JASPER FAKKERT
Editor-in-chief
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MEMBERS OF A FAMILY GATHERED
outside their shanty in New Delhi
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A young man plays Grand Theft 1
Auto IV in London, in this file photo. i
Computer games teach killing in the
same way that soldiers are trained, a ‘\

Cé%f SHEN YUN SHOP psychologist says.
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From Gaming to Killing?

Veterans Outraged El Niiio
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Weeks of LGBT events
are crowding out military

Invisible Hazards

Analysts say the current weather
pattern suggests CO2 emissions

Amid technological advancements,

scientists are concerned about the
observance days. are not the culprit. [52] potential health effects of 5G.
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The Week in Short US

The Week in Short US

“America Is

China’s

No. 1 target.”

Nikki Haley,

former U.N. ambassador, in a speech that
pointed to a series of the Chinese regime’s
aggressions against the United States

<0

YEARS

In the first locally
acquired spread of
the disease in 20
years, five cases of
malaria have been
identified in the
United States.

“We believe 35

there’s more
restriction
coming.”

Jerome Powell,
chair, Federal Reserve Board, saying that the Fed’s
restrictive policy will continue, as inflation is projected to
remain above the 2 percent target until at least 2025

MILLION

Former President
Donald Trump has
filed a counterclaim
against author
E. Jean Carroll,
accusing her of
defamation for
accusing him of
sexual assault.

S29 MILLION

Oklahoma misspent $29
million in federal pandemic
relief funds that may now have
to be repaid by taxpayers,
according to Oklahoma Auditor
and Inspector Cindy Byrd.

50%

Mexican President Andrés
Manuel Lopez Obrador

has announced that his
country will begin imposing
a 50 percent tariff on imports of
genetically modified white corn.

$9 MILLION-A California man was sentenced to almost seven years
in prison for defrauding investors of almost $9 million in a “green energy” Ponzi
scheme, according to the Department of Justice.
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New York Gov. Kathy Hochul says the toll program could start as soon as May 2024.

NEW YORK

Driversin NYC to Be Charged to Enter
Lower Manhattan in 2024

DRIVERS IN NEW YORK CITY will soon be charged a toll to enter

the area of Manhattan south of 60th Street, marking a win for
environmental activists who say the move will help reduce congestion
and improve air quality, but raising concerns over the effects on business
owners, including taxi drivers.

The Federal Highway Administration has given the green light to the
state’s congestion pricing program following a 30-day public availability
period to assess the environmental impact of the plan, Gov. Kathy Ho-
chul, a Democrat, said in a statement.

The program is expected to generate financial support—up to $1 billion
yearly—which will go toward upgrading the city’s public transportation
system, including subway, bus, and commuter rail systems operated by
the Metropolitan Transportation Authority, Hochul said.

The fee will be in addition to tolls that motorists headed into Manhat-
tan already pay to use the bridges and tunnels.

JUDICIARY

Supreme Court Rejects GOP Argument
in Election Law Ruling

THE U.S. SUPREME COURT has ruled 6-3 against North Carolina
Republicans who argued that state legislatures have sweeping authority to
make the rules for federal elections in the states without interference from
the courts.

Atissue is the once-obscure independent state legislature doctrine,
under which Republicans argue that the Constitution has always directly
authorized state legislatures alone to make rules for the conduct of federal
elections in their respective states.

Democrats called this doctrine a fringe conservative legal theory that
could endanger voting rights, enable extreme partisan gerrymandering in
the redistricting process, and cause upheaval in election administration.

The court rejected the doctrine, finding that the elections clause doesn’t
vest exclusive, independent authority in state legislatures to set the rules
regarding federal elections.

OBITUARY

John Goodenough,
Nobel Laureate and
Lithium Battery
Co-Creator, Dies

JOHN B. GOODENOUGH, whose
contributions led to the development of
lithium-ion batteries, which made many
of today’s portable electronic devices
possible, has died.

Goodenough died on June 25 at the age of
100, according to a statement from the Uni-
versity of Texas—Austin, where he served as
a faculty member for 37 years. No cause of
death was given.

In 2019, at the age of 97, he became the
oldest person to win the prestigious Nobel
Prize in chemistry, sharing the award with
British-born American scientist M. Stanley
Whittingham and Japan’s Akira Yoshino for
the development of the lithium-ion battery.

John Goodenough receives the Nobel Prize in
chemistry at The Royal Society in London on
Oct.9,2019.

WHITE HOUSE

Biden Denies Being in
Room With Son When
WhatsApp Message
Was Sent

PRESIDENT JOE BIDENdenied being

in the room with his son, Hunter Biden,
when a text message was sent demanding
payment from a Chinese Communist Party
(CCP) official and businessman.

“How involved were you in your son’s
Chinese shake-down text message? Were
you sitting there? Were you involved?” a
reporter asked Biden on June 28.

“No, I wasn’t,” Biden said.
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The Week in Short World

Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy delivers a virtual speech on the first day
of the Ukraine Recovery Conference in London on June 21.

UKRAINE

Zelenskyy Could Delay Ukraine’s
Elections Amid War With Russia

UKRAINIAN PRESIDENT Volodymyr Zelenskyy has indicated he could put
off his country’s election cycle and stay in power as long as the war with
Russia continues.

Zelenskyy told the BBC in an interview on June 22 that he couldn’t guaran-
tee a presidential election would take place in 2024, when his five-year term
ends. He said Ukrainian law prohibits elections when the country is under
martial law, as has been the case since Russian forces began their full-scale
invasion on Feb. 24, 2022.

EUROPE

Transgender People More Likely to Die of
Suicide Than General Population: Study

A sTUDY has found that individuals who identify as transgender in Denmark
are at significantly higher risk of suicide compared to the northern European
country’s general population.

Researchers at the Danish Research Institute for Suicide Prevention in
Copenhagen examined the health and
legal records of 6.6 million Danish-
born people over the span of 42 years
for their study, which was published in
the Journal of the American Medical
Association.

Compared to the rest of the people in
the study, the transgender participants
are 7.7 times more likely to attempt
suicide and 3.5 times more likely to die s
of suicide. In addition, the nonsuicide Denmark is considered one of the most
death rate is 1.9 times higher than that transgender-friendly countries in the
of their nontransgender counterparts. world.
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UK

Over 1.4 Million
Children Referred
to Mental Health
Servicesin 2022:
Report

YOUTH CHARITY YOUNGMINDS has
called on the British government to act
as more children and young people than
ever turn to mental health services.

New analysis has shown that the num-
ber of under-18s referred to Child and Ad-
olescent Mental Health Services (CAMHS)
has risen by 76 percent since 2019.

The charity said in a report that more
than 1.4 million young people turned
to CAMHS in 2022, according to figures
from NHS Digital. That compared to
812,070 in 2019.

CANADA

Lobbying of Canadian
Prime Minister’s
Office Saw 43 Percent
Increase Last Year:
Watchdog

OFFICIALS in the Canadian Prime
Minister’s Office (PMO) experienced
amore than 43 percent increase

in contact with lobbyists last year
compared to the previous fiscal year,
contributing to an all-time lobbying
high last year in Ottawa.

Lobbying Commissioner Nancy
Bélanger, in her 2022-2023 annual
report, writes that “a new all-time
record for the total number of commu-
nication reports filed in the Registry of
lobbyists was set.”

The commissioner said Prime Minis-
ter Justin Trudeau himself was lobbied
56 times in 2022—-2023, only three more
times than the previous year. How-
ever, lobbying of senators, ministers,
and MPs saw a large jump. Her office
counted just over 3,375 organizations
and corporations named in lobbying
registrations and around 8,465 individ-
ual lobbyists registered at least once
throughout 2022-2023, representing a
slight increase over the previous year.
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The Week in Photos

(Right)

An
entomologist
uses a net

to catch
butterflies
ona
mountainside
in Innervals,
Austria, on
June 25.

(Above) Dancers
perform traditional
Ukrainian dances
during a celebration
of Ukraine’s
Constitution Day in
the western city of
Lvivon June 28.

(Above) A dog contestant at the Holyrood
Dog of the Year contest in Edinburgh,
Scotland, on June 26. At the annual
contest, members of the Scottish
Parliament compete with their dogs and
rescue dogs for the title of “Holyrood Dog
of the Year.”
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(Left) U.S Navy Blue Angels fly during the New York Air
Show at Orange County Airport, N.Y., on June 24.

(Left)

A rider gallops
with a lance
during the
traditional San
Juan (Saint
John) festival in
Ciutadella, Spain,
on June 24.

(Left)

A blacksmith
sharpens knives at a
workshop ahead of
the Muslim holiday
of Eid al-Adhain
Karachi, Pakistan,
on June 27.
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The Lead Voting

Some states have decreased
the number of ballot drop
boxes allowed per county,

while other states have passed
laws that increased the
number of drop box locations.

S THE 2024 ELECTION
cycle draws near, it appears
that Republicans are recog-
nizing ballot harvesting as
anintegral part of any suc-
cessful election strategy.
However, opinions

on the decision to give
inand use ballot harvesting are mixed.

While campaigns are already well
underway, the much anticipated 2024
presidential election cycle won't offi-
cially begin until the Iowa caucuses on
Jan. 22, 2024. But while Super Tuesday
is only tentatively scheduled to take
place on March 5 of next year, debates
on the pros and cons of ballot harvest-
ing and mail-in ballots have already
begun.

Republicans have spent years decry-
ing the practice of mail-in ballots and
ballot harvesting, but they are now re-
alizing that, in order to win, they have
to play.

Ballot harvesting is a process by
which third-parties can collect com-
pleted mail-in ballots from voters and
deliver them in bulk to a drop box or
local elections office.

Although every state allows absentee
voting, the rules and guidelines vary
greatly between states.

According to the National Confer-
ence of State Legislatures, 31 states
allow voters to authorize someone
else to return their ballot on their be-
half. Of those, nine limit the number
of ballots an authorized person can

return, and four limit the amount of

time those ballots can remain in the
authorized person’s custody before

being returned. ) %‘Q

Alabama has alaw on the books that
prohibits anyone except the voter from

OFFICIAL
BALLOT
DROPBOX
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returning his or her ballot, and in Mis-
sissippi, several civil rights organiza-
tions are suing over a recent state law
that would ban ballot harvesting.

Data compiled by USA Facts in 2021
show that three states—Florida, Geor-
gia, and Iowa—decreased the number
ofballot drop boxes allowed per county
and established regulations requiring
drop boxes to be constantly monitored
by county election officials. Conversely,
Illinois, Kentucky, and Virginia passed
laws that increased the number of drop
box locations.

OnJan. 4, 2021, Rep. John Sarbanes (D-
Md.) introduced H.R. 1. The measure, la-
beled by Democrats as the “For the Peo-
ple Act,” would have prohibited states
frombanningballot harvesting. While it
did pass the then-Democrat-controlled
House, a Republican filibuster killed the
measure. Sarbanes made a similar effort
in 2019. Then-Senate Majority Leader
Mitch McConnell blocked the measure
from reaching the Senate floor.

Twelve states limit the number of bal-
lots a third party may return on behalf
of other voters.

In 2022, Dinesh D’Souza released a
documentary called “2000 Mules,” al-
leging that 2,000 individuals were hired
by unknown nonprofits to collect bal-
lots illegally and deliver them to drop
boxes in key swing states ahead of the
2020 presidential election.

By the Numbers

To understand the power of ballot har-
vesting and mail-in ballots in an elec-
tion, one must look at the numbers.

A November 2020 study released by
Pew Research showed that 54 percent
of voters cast their ballots in person
during the November 2020 presiden-
tial election, compared with 46 percent
who voted by mail-in or absentee bal-
lot. Only 27 percent said they voted in
person on Election Day, and an equal
amount said they voted by way of
in-person early voting.

While 37 percent of former President
Donald Trump’s voters cast their bal-
lots in person on Election Day, only 17
percent of Biden voters did the same.

Where 30 percent of Trump sup-

porters voted early, only 24 percent
of Biden’s voters cast ballots in person
before Election Day.

Most noteworthy, while 32 percent
of Trump supporters voted by way of
mail-in or absentee ballot, more than
half of Biden’s voters, 58 percent, cast
their ballots through the mail-in meth-
od.

Polling data released by the U.S. Cen-
sus Bureau in April 2021 showed that
69 percent of voters in the 2020 presi-
dential election voted by mail or early
voting, making it the “highest rate of
nontraditional voting for a presidential
election” recorded.

“Either we ballot harvest

where we can, or you can
say goodbye to America!”’

Former President Donald Trump,
GOP presidential candidate

“You don’t want to be at
a political disadvantage
because the other party is
heavily recruiting people
to go out and collect
ballots and you don’t do
the same thing.”

Hans von Spakovsky, manager,
Election Law Reform Initiative,
The Heritage Foundation

The Lead Voting

In 2016, for comparison, 40 percent of
Americans used mail-in ballots during
the presidential election.

‘A Huge Mistake’

After years of criticizing ballot harvest-
ing and a push toward mail-in ballots,
some Republicans are beginning to
reconsider their party’s unbending
resistance to both practices.

On Nov. 29, 2022, on Truth Social,
Trump wrote in all capital letters, “You
can never have fair & free elections
with mail-in ballots—never, never,
never. Won't and can’t happen!!!”

Three months later, in a February
fundraising email, Trump asked sup-
porters to chip in for his “ballot har-
vesting fund,” writing, “Either we ballot
harvest where we can, or you can say
goodbye to America!”

On May 6, 2021, Republican Gov. Ron
DeSantis of Florida signed SB 90 into
law, effectively banning ballot harvest-
ing in the state. At a Nov. 3, 2021, press
conference in West Palm Beach, Florida,
DeSantis said he wanted to make ballot
harvesting a third-degree felony.

However, as a contender for the Re-
publican nomination for the 2024 elec-
tion cycle, DeSantis assured a voterata
campaign stop inlowa onJune1, “We're
going to do ballot harvesting.”

“I'm doing it. Yes,” he said. “I'm not
going to fight with one hand tied be-
hind my back.”

During a September 2020 interview
with C-SPAN, Republican National Com-
mittee Chair Ronna McDaniel criticized
hasty expansions of mail-in voting and
ballot harvesting under the guise of
public safety during the COVID-19 pan-
demic without first putting a system
in place to ensure the integrity of the
process.

She said Trump was right in saying
“Democrats have inserted havoc and
chaos” into the election cycle.

In a Fox News interview two years
later, McDaniel said Republican voters
need to start voting early.

“I'have said this over and over again,”
she said. “There were many in 2020 say-
ing, Don’t vote by mail, don’t vote ear-
ly” And we have to stop that.” -
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The Lead Voting

In June, McDaniel started the GOP’s
new “Bank Your Vote” initiative. In a
video promoting the project, McDaniel
stressed that the GOP is going to join
in the ballot harvesting practice only
as a means to “protect the vote,” and
because it’s necessary for Republicans
to adopt similar strategies since Dem-
ocrats have already established a suc-
cessful advantage.

MyPillow CEO Mike Lindell, who
challenged McDaniel for her commit-
tee chairmanship in January, said the
RNC has made a huge mistake.

“How do you just change your tune
and hope states will go for it and make
ballot harvesting legal?” Lindell told
The Epoch Times. “This is not the right
approach. It’s a desperation move.”

Lindell also noted how Democrats
put several voting practices into play
illegally in multiple states during the
COVID-19 pandemic through secre-
taries of state and governors, which
he believes gave Democrats an illegal
advantage.

“No matter what is going on in our
country, you have to stick by the Con-
stitution, and legislators make the law,”
Lindell said. “So all of these things they
put in illegally in 2020, they are now
starting to try to make as the status
quo, and that can’t happen or we’re go-
ing to lose our country for sure.”

‘It’s aBad Idea’

Michael Thompson, chairman of the
Lee County Republican Executive Com-
mittee and Election Integrity Commit-
tee member of the Republican Party
of Florida, said that the words “ballot
harvesting” “strike fear into many Re-
publicans.”

“They should just stay in their lane,”
Thompson told The Epoch Times. “The
one thing Republicans never seem to
learn is that Democrats are constantly
doing things to set them up.”

Thompson said he believes Republi-
cans are embracing ballot harvesting
and mail-in ballots only “because Dem-
ocrats have been so successful at it.”

“But my concern is that Democrats
are going tobe in there monitoring Re-
publicans to make sure they’re doing

“We’re going to do ballot
harvesting. ... ’'m not
going to fight with one
hand tied behind my back.”

Florida Gov. Ron DeSantis,
GOP presidential candidate

“Republicans will have to
play this game by the new
rules and also organize
and ‘harvest’ ballots.”

Dennis Prager, founder, PragerU

“It’s a bad idea to jump
into ballot harvesting
to try to win an election
when your opponent
wrote the book on it.”

Michael Thompson, chairman,
Lee County Republican Executive

itright and if they aren’t doing it right
they’re going to accuse Republicans
of trying to rig the elections,” he said.
“No matter what you think of Demo-
crats, they’'ve always out-maneuvered
Republicans.

“It’s too little, too late. It’s a bad idea
tojump into ballot harvesting to try to
win an election when your opponent
wrote the book on it.”

‘We Have to Compete’

Corey Gibson said he’s excited by the
idea ofleveling the ballot harvest play-
ing field. In his position as national
executive director of development
for Rethink! GOP, he will be playing an
integral role in creating what he said
will be a winning strategy.

“Ballot harvesting is something that
Democrats have been doing forever
and the Republicans simply haven’t
been competing with them,” Gibson
told The Epoch Times, explaining that
the project began when “some Gen Z
folks got together” and began discuss-
ing how exhausting it was watching
the GOP continue to lose the ballot
harvest game.

As founder of the America First PACT,
Gibson has already assembled a skilled
“army of social media influencers” he
can “loop in to help create the initia-
tive.”

“We’re the first national ballot har-
vesting project,” Gibson said.

“We've been able to unite Gen Zlead-
ership with ‘established, rather than
‘establishment,’ leaders and champi-
ons for voter integrity. Now, like with
everything else in life, it’s a matter of
fundraising.”

While some are concerned about
the optics of Republicans’ embracing
a practice they were condemning not
long ago, Gibson said he has come in
contact with many who are relieved
that the party is finally competing with
Democrats in this way.

“By and large, everybody hates bal-
lot harvesting,” he said. “But they also
hate the fact that it’s legal and we're
not doing it and we'’re continuing to
lose. It’s here. We have to compete to
win elections.”
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31 STATES

ALLOW VOTERS to authorize

someone else to return their ballot on
their behalf, according to the National
Conference of State Legislatures.

‘Vote Trafficking’

In an October 2019 study for The Heri-
tage Foundation, Hans von Spakovsky
described ballot harvesting as “a danger-
ous and foolish public policy that threat-
ens the integrity of elections,” insisting
“it should not be implemented by state
legislatures—and should be prohibited
in the states that currently allow it.”

As manager of the organization’s
Election Law Reform Initiative, von Spa-
kovsky is an authority on voter fraud
and the enforcement of federal voting
rights laws.

“Iactually call it ‘vote trafficking, be-
cause that’s what it is,” von Spakovsky
told The Epoch Times.

Still, he doesn’t “see any conflict”
between prior and current GOP senti-
ments on the topic.

“In states where it’s legal you need to
comply and play by the rules,” von Spa-
kovsky explained. “But you don’t want
tobeata political disadvantage because
the other party is heavily recruiting
people to go out and collect ballots and
you don’t do the same thing. You have
to meet their efforts.”

For those who express concern about
Republicans’ decision to embrace bal-
lot harvesting and the prospect that
the GOP won't be able to compete with
Democrats on this contentious yet
necessary front, von Spakovsky said:
“That’s no reason not to take legal ad-
vantage of the rules that govern an
election process.

“You have to meet their effortsand do
the same thing. But that doesn’t mean
that you stop trying to convince legis-
lators in states that allow this to change
thelaw.”

Time to Go Back

Dennis Prager, a nationally syndicated
talk show host, author, and founder of

58%

OF BIDEN’S supporters voted
by way of mail-in ballot in
2020, while only 32 percent
of Trump voters did.

PragerU, issued a statement to The Ep-
och Times about the issue.

“Democrats have pushed through
election rule changes that transformed
Election Day into Election Month,
pushed through rule changes that, in
some states, made ballot harvesting—a
practice that had been illegal precisely
because it so opens the door to fraud—
legal, and then added a further rule
change requiring mail-in ballots be
sent to every registered voter,” he said.

Prager also suggested that Democrats
didn’t change the rules out of concern
for voters who might not have time to
go to their polling location to cast their
vote.

“They did these things because they
knew ifelections became a game of gath-
ering ballots rather than winning votes,
Democrats, through their activists op-
erating primarily in Democrat-leaning
precincts, would have a massive advan-
tage,” Prager said.

||

The Lead Voting

69%

OF VOTERS in the 2020
presidential election voted by
mail and/or early voting, the
highest on record.

“Anyone can collect and turn in the
ballots of others with no verified chain
of custody or proof that the voter, not
an activist, filled out the ballot.”

For now, Prager conceded that “Re-
publicans will have to play this game
by the new rules and also organize and
‘harvest’ ballots.”

Prager suggested that if the GOP truly
wants to restore election integrity, Re-
publican state legislators will have to
propose and pass laws that bring elec-
tions back to the days of paper ballots
and hand-counts at the precinct level —
on Election Day.

“The only exceptions should be made
for people who are bedridden or out of
town when the election takes place,”
Prager said. “Anything short of that
means the United States no longer has
elections we can have faithin.” m

Joe Gomez, Janice Hisle, and Nathan
Worcester contributed to this report.

—

Voters deposit their mail-in ballots on the first day of in-person early voting at
Desert Vista Community Center in Las Vegas on Oct. 22, 2022.
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Data from May show weakening manufacturing
and services sectors amid sluggish demand in China.
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In Focus China

ITH GRADUATION LOOMING AMID
a fiercely competitive job market,
many college students in China are
scrambling to find a position.

At a free live-stream webinar
hosted in mid-June by a training
company for job seekers, many of
the 800 participants—primarily
unemployed 2023 and 2022 gradu-
ates—eagerly posted comments to
claim free templates for resumes.

“Many of my trainees told me that they live with
their parents, who had been scolding them for not
trying hard enough to land a job,” the event host told
the attendees.

“I can tell them [parents]: Finding a job this year is
challenging. It’s the market; it’s not you. Forwarding
my webinar to your parents will help you alleviate
the anxiety.”

Based on the emojis and remarks in the comments
section, anxiety was common among attendees of the
webinar, held on a popular Chinese social media app.
Statistics point to a similar picture.

China’s official youth unemployment rates were 20.4
percent in April and 20.8 percent in May—about four
times the overall unemployment rate of 5.2 percent.
Those rates are also about double the level of youth
unemployment just before pandemic measures were
implemented.

While arate of about 20 per-
cent means that roughly 1in

China’s central bank started cutting interest rates in
mid-June following a deposit rate decrease by major
banks. Goldman’s downgrade followed similar assess-
ments by a host of major banks, including UBS, Bank
of America, and JPMorgan, that havelowered their GDP
growth outlook for the country.

Long Before the Pandemic

Today’s high youth unemployment rate is a symptom
of years of ambitious growth on paper supported by a
heavily indebted economy, according to Christopher
Balding, an expert on the Chinese economy at the Hen-
ry Jackson Society, a UK-based think tank.

The problem preceded the pandemic and has been
15 years in the making, Balding told The Epoch Times.

“I don’t think the pandemic’s contribution to this
is zero. However, I don't think it’s a majority. The pan-
demic probably made it a little bit worse, but these
problems would exist with or without the pandemic.”

Inresponse to the global financial crisis, Chinese au-
thorities released a fiscal stimulus package of 4 trillion
yuan ($586 billion at the time), equivalent to 12.5 percent
of 2008 GDP, according to the World Bank. By compar-
ison, the U.S. stimulus package was $939 billion from
2008 to 2010, equal to about 6 percent of its 2008 GDP.

China’s central bank also loosened money policy
significantly by cutting the interest rate by more than
2 percent to 5.31 percent in December 2008.

Balding said that China went on a path of pushing for ar-

e okmonn— (ONE@ Professor said only

areas can't find a job, the rate

weninaienociove Py OF the 350 graduates

market—currently, about

two-thirds of China’s 100 mil- in her department this

lion young urban population,

. ., . ]
woingoainsiaionl  yaar had found jobs.

This growing crisis prompt-
ed Chinese authorities in April
to announce a series of policy incentives to take effect
by the end of 2023. They include providing subsidies to
expand hiring by state-owned enterprises (SOE), encour-
aging financial institutions to increase hiring and the
issuing of businessloans, offering more vocational train-
ing, and creating at least 1 million internship positions.

Still, higher youth unemployment is expected to
continue for the next few months, according to a Gold-
man Sachs forecast.

On June 18, the investment bank also cut China’s
2023 gross domestic product (GDP) growth forecast
to 5.4 percent from 6 percent, citing macroeconomic
issues—property sector, debt issues, and U.S.—China
tensions—that are unlikely to be addressed by China’s
stimulus measures.

tificially high growth rates after 2008, growing infrastruc-
ture regardless of demand. At the same time, Chinese
authorities, companies, and families have piled on debt.

China’s core debt—credit to the nonfinancial sector—
isnearly three times its GDP, compared to the U.S. ratio
at 2.5and emerging market economics at an average of
2.2,according to the Bank for International Settlements,
known as the central bank for central banks.

On June 17, China’s State Administration of Market
Regulation issued a new regulation to “restore credit
for business entities.”

“It’s basically advising banks to help firms repair
their credit, ignore firms’ missed payments, and so
on,” Balding said. “The fact that they’re putting out that
type of advice to financial institutions, as a regulator,
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People attend a job fair in Beijing on Aug. 26, 2022. April and May young unemployment rates have about doubled

since just before pandemic measures kicked in.

speaks to the depth of the problem related to debt.”

“And if you’re a heavily indebted company, taking on
more debt or taking on additional labor is a very big
ask,” he added, referring to the Chinese Communist
Party’s (CCP’s) policies to stimulate hiring.

China’s household debt-to-GDP ratio rose steadily to
63.3 percent in March 2023 from 17.9 percent in De-
cember 2008, compared with a ratio of 65.7 percent in
the United States. More tellingly, Chinese household
debtas a percentage of disposable income reached 130
percent by the end of 2020, with the United States at
100 percent the same year.

In Balding’s view, China’s supply-driven growth has
hitawalland can theoretically be solved by stimulating
demand. However, he considers driving demand unre-
alistic because the CCP can’t do what’s required—that
is, to empower consumers and give individuals the
freedom of choice.

“I'think there arealot of possibilities or alot of hope
for China, but it would absolutely require dismantling
policies in China that are not going to be dismantled,”
hesaid, citing restrictions on interprovincial migration
and the latest rural management restrictions on the
use of arable land.

Antonio Graceffo, a China economic analyst and a
contributor to The Epoch Times, said that the regime
has routinely responded to economic trouble by in-
vesting in infrastructure. But that approach might
not work this time.

“All the sensible infrastructure has already been built
in China; we're at a point where all the major ports, the
cities, everything is connected. So when they build
more infrastructure now, it’s really just making work,”
he told The Epoch Times.

“You're just creating jobs, paying for it out of the
public revenues, and it’s not necessarily yielding ¢
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any sort of significant GDP advantage.”

The country nolonger has the types of infrastructure
projects such as the Beijing-Shanghai high-speed rail
to fuel GDP growth again, Graceffo said.

“I think China has seen their biggest growth that
they’re ever going to see.”

Beyond the Official Number

China’s official youth unemployment rate may not
capture the full story.

Job seekers between the ages of 16 and 24 include
middle school and high school graduates from rural
areas seeking urban employment and city students
with undergraduate degrees.

Aprofessor at a private college in Guangzhou, a mega
city in China’s affluent coastal south, believes that the
actual rate is much higher than the official 20 percent,
and could be as high as 80 percent. She spoke to The
Epoch Times on the condition that her name, college,

and professional field remain anonymous to avoid her
being tracked by the CCP.

She said that only two of the 350 graduates in her
department this year had found jobs. With graduation
onJune 28, students must provide employment infor-
mation to get the diploma.

The official proof for employment, the “three-way
agreement” is signed by the student, an employer, and
the school to satisfy the requirements of the local gov-
ernment’s human resources agency, although schools
also accept any form of labor contract.

“Students are not issued a diploma if they do not
provide employment paperwork. The rule is under-
stood but not written,” the professor told The Epoch
Times, adding that if a student should challenge the
rule with the school or the city’s education department,
the school would then withhold the diploma, citing
insufficient internship credit.

As a result, students fake employment in various

24 EPOCH INSIGHT Week 26, 2023

SIOVINIALLIDVIADAV/YLS ‘STOVINIALLID VIADAV/HLS TINOYUS

ways, according to the professor. He cited the example
ofafriend whose son hasn’t worked for three years after
graduation but is “employed” on paper.

In China, public colleges are considered to be of a
higher academic caliber than private ones and have
lower tuition. As the common campus recruiting sourc-
es for SOEs, they have creative ways to boost their grad-
uates’ employment rate.

The professor, who previously taught at a public col-
lege, said that public institutions engage in a practice
known as “hitchhikes” to skirt the rules. For example,
if an SOE had a quota of two new hires for a college,
the college would give the SOE a list of 12 additional
student names in order to ink
fraudulent three-way agree-
ments. In this way, the univer-
sity’s “education quality” report
looks better, and its unemploy-

In Focus China

(Far Left) Students
aren’t issued diplomas
if they don’t provide
employment paperwork.
As a result, students forge
employment in various
ways, a professor says.
(Left) The CCP'’s youth
unemployment problem
is “self-inflicted,” an
expert says. Although
Chinese leader Xi
Jinping talks about a
knowledge economy
and a service economy,
he puts emphasis on
chip manufacturing
and electric vehicles and
batteries.

Increased Anxiety

The global youth unemployment rate was about 14 per-
centin 2022, according to the United Nations’ Interna-
tional Labor Organization, and young people ages 15 to
24 are three times as likely as adults to be unemployed.
Inlight of global statistics, the fact that China’s more
than 20 percent rate is about four times the country’s
overall unemployment rate is “really a serious prob-
lem,” Jean Yeung, a professor of sociology at the Na-
tional University of Singapore, told The Epoch Times.
Yeung also estimates that the youth unemployment
rate is higher than 20 percent taking into consideration
the underemployed—those who have to take part-time
positions because they can’t find
full-time employment or who
are overqualified workers.
“Overall, there’s definitely an
increase in anxiety, disappoint-

ment rate is also lower on paper.

Since three-way agreements
aren’t real labor contracts, sign-
ing such “hitchhiking” paper-

30 MILLION

Nearly 30 million manufacturing jobs

will be unfilled by 2025 due to the
skill mismatch of college graduates,

ment, and doubt [among China’s
youths] about what the future
has in store.”

Yeung said that the difficulty

work doesn’t result in actual areport shows.

employment.
Last year, the professor began

to hear about employment difficulties from her stu-
dents, a problem that has become more prominent this
year. In Guangzhou, most of the students find jobs in
foreign or private Chinese enterprises; very few go to
SOEs, where students’ family connections are essential
for job placement. However, job availability in foreign
and private companies has shrunk significantly due
to foreign investment leaving China and the regime’s
clampdown on the private sector.

of getting that firstjob, seenasa

marker of a youth’s transition to

adulthood, willlikely affect their
following transitions to marriage and parenthood.

A Stanford University study in 2019 found that col-
lege students who graduate during a recession earn
less for 10 years to 15 years as compared with those who
graduate during good times. The unlucky college grad-
uates are also less likely to be married and be parents.

Ahigh youth unemployment rate might lead to “dis-
enchantment” with the communist regime in China
and its leader, Xi Jinping, Graceffo said. (1S
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“In a way, the young people are really the most im- Since 1999, China has embarked on a college expan-
portant people for a political system like the CCP to  sion policy to facilitate a hoped-for transition from a
function. The CCP controls education becausetheywant  labor-intensive economy to one that’s based on tech-
thechildrentobeindoctrinated with CCP policyandto  nology and knowledge. This hasled to an exponential
love the Party. increase in college graduates.

“These children don’t have siblings; they don’'t have About 1 million college students graduated in 2000.
anybody else to rely on except for their parents and  That figure rose to 10 million in 2022, marking an 18
the CCP” percent growth from 2021.

Some youths in China have thus turned to “lying The increased supply of graduates has been exac-
flat,” he said, referring to a countercultural move- erbated by the weakened worker demand, a problem
ment in which young people have abandoned their  that’s driven partly by the CCP’s pandemiclockdowns
pursuit of material wealth as a reaction to narrowing  and by non-pandemic-related policies.
opportunities and harsh work conditions. Data from May shows weakening manufacturing

and services sectors amid sluggish demand.

Supply and Demand Imbalance Meanwhile, the CCP’s clampdown on the private sec-

Although the youth unemployment rate tends to be  tor hasresulted in mass layoffs in technology, property,
higherthan that of the overall populationinbad times  and private-tutoring industries, areas that typically
because young people lack work experience, Yeung  hire many new graduates.

summarized China’s situation as “rising supply meets
weakening demand.”

Struggling students have turned to graduate studies
instead. For the first time in Beijing, graduates of post-
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Construction workers cross a road in Shenzhen, Guangdong Province, China, on July 20, 2022. Since 2008, the Chinese regime has
routinely responded to economic trouble by investing in infrastructure.

graduate programs are projected to surpass graduates
with bachelor’s degrees this year.

According to the Beijing Municipal Education Com-
mission, in 2022, the number of graduates with an
advanced degree was about 110,000, which was 40,000
fewer than students who graduated with a bachelor’s
or associate’s degree. This year, graduates with an ad-
vanced degree will reach 160,000, which is 1,000 more
than those graduating with an undergraduate degree.

The CCP’s attempts to tackle youth unemployment,
which include allowing more students to enroll in grad-
uate programs as well as a one-time hiring expansion
by the SOEs, are only temporary solutions that kick the
can down the road, according to Yeung.

Inher view, the key is to drive up employee demand,
which will require more recruitment from both the
private sector and SOEs.

“China needs to try very hard to get people’s con-
fidence and spirit up again,” Yeung said, adding that
China needs to get the markets working to meet peo-
ple’s post-pandemic expectations.

Because those ages 16 to 24 contribute a significant
share of overall consumption—20 percent by Goldman
Sachs’ estimate—a continued high youth unemploy-
ment rate would further drag down the country’s post-
COVID economic recovery, Yeung added.

A ‘Self-Inflicted’ Problem

To Milton Ezrati, chief economist for the New York-
based communications firm Vested, the high youth
unemployment rate laid bare Xi’s priorities.

Although Xi has frequently declared his desire for
China to move from a low- and mid-skilled economy
to a service-oriented one, his actual priority is in the
manufacturing and mining sectors, as he sees these
industries as vehicles to achieve global dominance,
said Ezrati, a contributor to The Epoch Times. An official
report estimated that nearly 30 million manufactur-
ing jobs will be unfilled by 2025 because of the skills
mismatch of college graduates.

The CCP’s youth unemployment problem is “self-in-
flicted,” Ezrati said. “Had Xibeen true to his ambitions
to have a service, knowledge economy ... this problem
would probably exist, but not be nearly as severe.

“At the same time as [Xi] talked about a knowledge
economy and a service economy, he put great stress
on effectively cornering the market in certain crucial
industries, such as chip manufacturing and electric
vehicles and batteries.”

In Ezrati’s view, the CCP’s way out is to adopt a mar-
ket-based economy, which the communist regime
would never do because authoritative central planning
isingrained as a core ideology. A market-based econo-
my would mean a flourishing private sector, which the
CCP hasbeen clamping down on for almost three years.

“I'think the greatest threat to the CCP is these inde-
pendent sources of power that large consumer-oriented
firms have.” m

In Focus China

4 TIMES

China’s official youth unemployment rates
in April and May were four times that of the
national average.

$52 TRILLION

China’s core debt is nearly three times its
gross domestic product, which was $17.7
trillion in 2021, according to the Bank for
International Settlements.

1INS

16- to 24-year-olds currently seeking work
in urban areas don’t have a job.

63.3%

China’s household debt-to-GDP ratio rose
to 63.3 percent in March 2023 from 17.9
percent in December 2008, data show.

130%

The Chinese household debt as a percentage
of disposable income reached 130 percent by
the end of 2020, an article reports.

80%

The actual unemployment rate for 16- to
24-year-olds in China could be as high as 80
percent, a professor says.
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Feds Routinel
Spy on Amerlcans,

Experts Say

Congress debates renewing FISA Section
702 amid reports of ‘persistent’ abuse

By Kevin Stocklin

While Section 702 was
designed to combat
Jforeign terrorism, the
FBI hasbeen dccused
ofusmg it for purely
.domestic reasopns.

,PHOTOBY CHIP SOMODEVILLA/GETTY IMAGES
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ESPITE THE CONSTITU-

tion’s Fourth Amend-

ment, which prohibits

warrantless government

searches, U.S.agencies are
proving to be ever more intrusive in
theirroutine surveillance of Americans’
speech and activities.

Often working in collaboration with
private companies and banks, agencies
such as the FBI have been misusing laws
against foreign terrorism to vacuumup
and sift through the private data of mil-
lions of Americans without a warrant or
any evidence of a crime.

As Congress now debates reautho-
rizing relevant sections of the Foreign
Intelligence Surveillance Act (FISA) that
are set to expire this year, thelibertari-
anthink tank Cato Institute held a four-
day conference in early June, which fea-
tured calls for major legal reforms by
conservative and liberal speakers alike.

“The violations that we've seen have
not just been epic in scale, but they've
also been persistent, over and over
again,” Jake Laperruque, deputy direc-
tor at the Center for Democracy and
Technology, told attendees.

“To put a human scale on this, what
we're talking about is not just random
typos or wrong clicks; we're looking at
things like pulling up batches of thou-
sands of political donors in one go,
without any suspicion of wrongdoing.
We've had reports of journalists, politi-
cal commentators, a domestic political
party; these compliance violations are
the most worrisome type of politically
focused surveillance.”

In 2001, Congress passed the Patriot
Act as a means to combat foreign ter-
rorism after the Sept. 11, 2001, attacks.
In 2008, Congress added an amendment
to FISA, Section 702, which authorized
warrantless surveillance of non-U.S.
persons located outside the country.
This amendment, which critics say
is the source of much of the abuse, is
scheduled to “sunset” on Dec. 31.

Evidence of Abuse

Congressional debates about whether
to renew Section 702 are coming amid
numerous reports that the FBI and
other federal intelligence agencies
have abused the surveillance authority
granted to them by this law. Critics say

there’s mounting evidence that federal
agencies have been using laws that were
intended to target foreign terrorists to
conduct extensive, long-term domestic
spying campaigns on U.S. citizens.

“To prevent Section 702 from being
used as an end run around [Fourth
Amendment] protections, Congress did
two things: It required the government
tominimize the collection, sharing, and
retention of Americans’ personal infor-
mation ... and it required the govern-
ment to certify to the FISA court on an
annual basis that it is not using Section
702totry toaccess the communications
of particular known Americans,” Eliz-
abeth Goitein, senior director at New
York University’s Brennan Center for
Justice, told conference attendees.

“What has become abundantly clear
over the last 15 years is that these pro-
tections are not working. All agencies
that receive Section 702 data have pro-
cedures in place, approved by the FISA
court, that allow them to run electronic
searches ... for the purpose of finding
and retrieving the phone calls, text
messages, and emails of Americans.”

3.3

MILLION

THE FBI CONDUCTED 3.3 MILLION
U.S. person inquiries against its
Section 702 holdings in 2021. This
was a substantial increase from the
1.3 millionin 2020.

200,000

SEARCHES

THEFBICONDUCTED AROUND
200,000 warrantless searches on
Americans in 2022.

A report by the Brennan Center for
Justice states that “since 2006, the Na-
tional Security Agency (NSA) has been
secretly collecting the phone records of
millions of Americans from some of the
largest telecommunications providers
in the United States, via a series of reg-
ularly renewed requests by the Federal
Bureau of Investigation (FBI).”

Nation Government

In addition, the report states: “Over
the past six years, the NSA has obtained
unprecedented access to the data pro-
cessed by nine leading U.S. internet
companies. This was facilitated by a
computer network named PRISM. The
companies involved include Google,
Facebook, Skype, and Apple.”

Rise of Data Brokers

Speaking to attendees of the Cato In-
stitute conference, Nathan Wessler, a
director at the American Civil Liberties
Union, detailed “the rise of data bro-
kers” that assemble enormous databas-
es of photo IDs that they then sell tolaw
enforcement for profit.

“Many companies are selling face rec-
ognition algorithms to government and
private industry buyers,” Wessler said.
“That might be state driver’s license
photos, arrest photos, federal passport
photos.

“And then there’s another company,
Clearview AI which has been scouring
the internet for billions of photos. The
last I heard, they had a database of 30
billion photos of people from social
media, from employer websites, from
local newspapers, and anywhere else on
the internet where there’s a photo that
might be attached to a name, building
giant databases of face prints extracted
from those photos, and selling that to
police departments and other law en-
forcement around the country.”

This, Wessler said, “presents a truly un-
precedented ability for the government
to instantaneously identify anyone in
any situation and then take action with-
out usually any kind of court oversight,
and often in tremendous secrecy.”

“We have legacy photo data sets of al-
most all of us,” said Clare Garvie, counsel
at the National Association of Criminal
Defense Lawyers. “As a practical matter,
most of us are innumerous of these, and
they’ve been almost instantaneously
turned into biometric data sets.”

According to Garvie, the collection
of these biometric data sets by law en-
forcement started in about 2001 and has
been expanding ever since.

“That really happened without any
notice to the public, any sort of negoti-
ation or discussion about enrollment,”
she said. “Its adoption has predated by
almost 20 years any sort of public dis- ee
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cussion about regulation, control, etc.”

This data collection comes at a time
when the Transportation Security Ad-
ministration is expanding the use of
facial recognition software at airports.
It’s also coming at a time when, in the
wake of numerous scandals, an increas-
ing number of Americans are losing
trust in the FBI and the Department of
Justice. According to polls in 2021 and
2022, about half of all Americans have
an unfavorable opinion of the FBI.

On May 12, special counsel John
Durham released his report regarding
the FBIinvestigation of alleged Russian
collusion, which ultimately proved to
be a hoax, in Donald Trump’s 2016
presidential campaign. Durham found
that throughout an investigation that
was “predicated on unvetted hearsay
information,” senior leaders at the FBI
violated their own rules and applied a
double standard in how they treated
Trump compared with his Democrat
opponent, Hillary Clinton.

“What Durham found is that appar-
ently, no one in the FBI or the Nation-
al Security Division at DOJ thought it
would be a good idea to go to NSA and
CIAand askthem, ‘Hey, do you have any-
thing that would corroborate this?”” said
Patrick Eddington, a senior fellow at the
Cato Institute. “And when you're talking
about aninvestigation that targeted the

campaign of a presidential candidate, if
they were that sloppy there, then how
much more sloppy are they being with
folks that don’t have the kind of power
and influence that Donald Trump does,
or that Hillary Clinton does?”

“The violations that
we’ve seen have
not just been epic
in scale, but they’ve
also been persistent.”

Jake Laperruque, deputy director, Center
for Democracy and Technology

House Works to
Extend Section 702

On March 22, the House Intelligence
Committee established a bipartisan
working group to assess under what
conditions Section 702 should be ex-
tended. Simultaneously, pressure to kill
the provision is coming from people
on both the left and the right who are
concerned about a pattern of civil rights
violations by federal agencies.

“Many Americans have rightfully lost
faithin the FBIand the FISA process,” Rep.
Darin LaHood (R-I1L) stated at the time.
Citing abuses in the Durham report, he

said, “This incident, along with other
outlined abuses, must be awake-up call.”

While Section 702 was designed to
combat foreign terrorism, the FBI has
been accused of using it for purely do-
mesticreasons, including to track down
Americans who participated in the U.S.
Capitol breach on Jan. 6, 2021. And this
effort is alleged to be part of a pattern
of FBI surveillance of American citizens,
including most recently charges that
the FBI has targeted parents who pro-
test school curricula and Catholics who
oppose abortion rights.

In a March 24, 2022, letter to FBI Di-
rector Christopher Wray, Rep.Jim Jordan
(R-Ohio) and Rep. Mike Turner (R-Ohio)
cited a report by the Office of the Di-
rector of National Intelligence (ODNI)
that “from December 2020 through
November 2021, the FBI conducted 3.3
million U.S. person inquiries against
its Section 702 holdings. This was a sub-
stantial increase from the number of
U.S. person queries the FBI conducted
from December 2019 to November 2020,
which was approximately 1.3 million.”

Bob Goodlatte, a former U.S. represen-
tative and chairman of the House Judicia-
ry Committee, said: “These are long, on-
going programs that do not involve war
inthetraditional sense of the word. They
are done in such a way that Americans’
rights under the Fourth Amendment are

The National
Security Agency
headquarters in
Fort Meade, Md.
Areport states
that “since 2006,
the [NSA] has been
secretly collecting
the phone records
of millions of
Americans.”
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violated constantly, all day, every day.”

Goitein said that the FBI “routinely
conducts these queries at the ‘assess-
ment’ stage of its investigations, which
is before the Bureau has a reasonable
factualbasis to suspect criminal activity,
let alone probable cause and a warrant.”

“The FBI conducted around 200,000
backdoor searches in 2022 alone, so
that’s more than 500 warrantless search
of Americans’ communications every
day,” she said.

“The NSA and CIA also conduct thou-
sands of backdoor searches every year.
When you look at these numbers, it
becomes clear that what was supposed
to be a solely foreign-focused authori-
ty has in fact become a very powerful
domestic spying tool.”

The ODNIreport also cited an FBI bulk
inquiry of 19,000 donors to a congres-
sional campaign. In addition to the FBI's
alleged collaboration with tech and
telecom companies to collect data on
Americans, there have been allegations
of collaboration with banks, as well.

Following an FBI “whistleblower” re-
portthat “Bank of America (BoA) provid-
ed the FBI—voluntarily and without any
legal process—with a list of individuals
who had made transactions in the Wash-
ington, D.C., metropolitan area with a
BoA credit or debit card between January
5 and January 7, 2021,” Jordan and Rep.
Thomas Massie (R-Ky.) wrote on June 12to
JPMorgan Chase, Citigroup, Truist Finan-
cial Corp., Wells Fargo, and U.S. Bank de-
manding information regarding whether
they had acted in a similar fashion.

‘In the Government’s
Crosshairs’

“If you go back and you actually look
at the historical record, an awful lot of
groups, either ethnically, religiously, po-
litically, have wound up in the govern-
ment’s crosshairs, and it’s a completely
consistent pattern,” Eddington said.
“That’s what, to me, speaks to the larger
problem that we’re dealing with here.
“What was fascinating and terrify-
ing was to go through records from the
World War I era and to see just exactly
how victimized German Americans
were, and I'm talking about lynchings,
I'm talking about murders. The focus
on Arab and Muslim Americans easily
goes back to the Palestinian rights era.”
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Jan. 10, 2019. The Transportation Security Administration has been expanding the
use of facial recognition software at airports.

Laperruque said that “some of the
worst surveillance abuses in recent
history have all been done under this
idea of defensive surveillance” against
foreign enemies. He cited cases such as
Martin Luther King being monitored
because the civil rights and anti-war
movements allegedly represented se-
curity threats during the Vietnam War.

“It’s proven to be some of the most
vulnerable types of surveillance to
abuse,” he said.

Assistant Secretary of State Brett
Holmgren said on May 30 that while
he found the abuses of Section 702 “dis-
turbing,” the program should continue.
Holmgren, who oversees the State De-
partment’s Bureau of Intelligence and
Research (INR), said the national security
and diplomatic uses of Section 702 were
essential and downplayed the abuses.

“Today, INR and the State Department
that we serve is at risk of losing access to
one of the most important streams of
intelligence on which werely ... Section
702 of the Foreign Intelligence Surveil-
lance Act,” Holmgren said.

Goodlatte said that Section 702 can be
reformed in abipartisan way to prevent
many of the current violations from
recurring.

“Thisis atremendous opportunity be-
cause of the heightened awareness on
both sides of the aisle in Congress of these

abuses,” Goodlatte said. “Congress can
actinaverybipartisan way,and I thinkis
disposedtoactinaverybipartisan way.”

Goitein said: “Section 702, on one lev-
el, isanincredibly technical and compli-
cated bill, and I think the government
uses that to its advantage. But if we get
lost in a conversation about technical
details, we're missing the big picture.

“What Section 702 is being used for
right now is not complicated at all;
it’s being used for warrantless access
to Americans’ communications. That
is the principle we need to hold on to,
that surveillance in this country, sur-
veillance of Americans, should be pur-
suant to a warrant, and there should be
robust mechanisms in place to ensure
accountability and oversight.

“Ithink aslong as we keep our eye on
thosebig principles and don’t getlost in
the legal weeds, we're going to end up
with a pretty good outcome.”

Laperruque said: “We cannot have
a regime where the people doing the
watching are also watching themselves
for abuse and misconduct.

“I do think that 702 can be reformed,
but we need toremove it from this realm
of self-policing ... and actually have items
like a warrant rule, where if the FBI or
NSA or CIA wants to conduct a query to
pull up Americans’ communications, it
hasto geta court order first.” m
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RIPPLE EFFECTS OF
ROE REVERSAL

A look one year later, with abortion battles

now moved to the states

By Samantha Flom & Jackson Richman

HRONGS OF DEMONSTRATORS
carrying signs and bullhorns
gathered outside the U.S. Su-
preme Court building on a Fri-
day morning. A tangible tension
mingled with the chants in the air.

The date was June 24, 2022, and they
were moments away from witnessing
history—they all but knew it.

Just weeks before, aleaked draft opin-
ion of the high court’s Dobbs v. Jackson
Women’s Health Organization ruling
had rocked the nation. A half-century
of judicial precedent was about to be
struck down, and with it, the federal
right to abortion.

As the final opinion came down,
members of the crowd erupted into
shouts of joy or anger, their highest
hopes or worst fears confirmed: Roe v.
Wade was no more, and the states would
now decide the fate of abortion in the
United States.

Now, one year later, that fate is still
very much in question.

Shifting Landscape

In the wake of the court’s decision, the
move to enact new abortion legisla-
tion around the country was swift. As
left-leaning states feverishly rushed to
codify protections for women seeking
abortions, more conservative states
moved to tighten restrictions on the pro-
cedure at varying stages of pregnancy.
Meanwhile, in some states, abortion
laws that predated Roe were instantly
triggered by the ruling’s reversal. In Wis-

consin, an 1849 ban on all abortions in
the state—save those to avertrisk to the
mother’s life—took effect. That law has
since been challenged in court.

In Arizona, the state’s Court of Ap-
peals ruled that a similar ban dating
back to 1864 can coexist with a 2022 law
that allows abortions through 15 weeks
of pregnancy. The more recent law, the
court held, should simply be viewed as
an exception to the earlier ban. That rul-
ing has been appealed to the Arizona
Supreme Court.

Additional lawsuits in other states
have left the legal parameters of abor-
tion in limbo.

For instance, in Florida, a six-week
abortion limit that Gov. Ron DeSantis
signed in April can’t take effect until
the state’s Supreme Court rules on an
embattled 15-week restriction that law-
makers passed last year.

Similarly, South Carolina’s six-week
limit has been temporarily blocked
pending a review from the state’s Su-
preme Court.

The Fallout

With so much uncertainty surrounding
thelegality of abortion in several states,
Senate Democrats described the cur-
rent landscape as a “dystopian reality”
for women.

“One year ago, Americans lost a con-
stitutional right for the first time in his-
tory and Republicans ripped it away,”
Sen. Patty Murray (D-Wash.) said at a
June 21 press conference at the Capitol.
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Pro-life and pro-abortion
activists gather at the
50th annual March for
Life rally in front of the
U.S. Supreme Court in
Washington on Jan. 20.
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“Since that Dobbs decision, 14 states have
passed a total ban on abortion, another
six states have severely limited abortion
services, and nine other states have had
their abortion bans blocked in court.”

Murray added that the consequences
of the court’s decision had been “dev-
astating” for those who considered
abortion to be a woman’s “fundamen-
tal right.”

“Women are heartbroken,” she said.
“They’re terrified. But they are also mad,
and they are determined, and they are
speaking out, and so are Senate Dem-
ocrats.”

Later that day, Murray led an effort
to push through four bills aimed at ex-
panding protections for women seek-
ing abortions and reproductive health
services via unanimous consent—a
move that was ultimately blocked by
Republicans.

But abortion advocates aren’t the
only people expressing concern over
the ramifications of Dobbs.

For those who oppose abortion, the
overturn of Roe has largely been consid-
ered awin. Butaccording to pro-life advo-
cate Abby Johnson, the ruling has had its
drawbacks for the pro-life movement too.

“After Roe was overturned, there was a
fear that people who weren’t as involved
in the pro-life movement were going to
kind of throw up their hands and say,
‘Great. OK, now we don'’t have to worry
about abortion anymore.” And unfor-
tunately, it seems like that has been the
case,” Johnson told The Epoch Times.

She noted that, in recent months,
there has been a marked decline in
volunteerism and donations to pro-life
organizations, yet the fight for life has,
ifanything, only gotten harder.

“In a way, we've made the landscape
a little more difficult for ourselves be-
cause, now, instead of just one battle,
we have 51 battles, if you include D.C.,”
she said.

And those battles aren’t only legis-
lative.

According toalist compiled by the con-
servative Family Research Council, 106
attacks on churches and pro-life organiza-
tions occurred between the May 2022 leak
of the Dobbs decision and May 19, 2023.
An additional 24 incidents of vandalism
and harassment targeting pro-life indi-
viduals have also been reported.

"HIH"
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Pro-life supporters hug in Celebratzon aﬁer Roe v. Wade was formally overturned,
outside the U.S. Supreme Court in Washington on June 24, 2022.

Johnson, once a Planned Parenthood
clinic director, now helps clinic work-
ers to leave the abortion industry as
the CEO and founder of the nonprofit
And Then There Were None. And even
though her staff works remotely, she
noted that the organization has been
forced to take extra precautions follow-
ing recent threats to her safety.

“Since all this has happened, I have
more security when I go out thanIdid
before,” she said. Her organization has
also taken measures to protect the iden-
tities of staff members.

Even so, after years of speaking out
against abortion, Johnson said she had
found suchrisks tobe “par for the course.”

“Violence begets violence. And they
are for violence against the most vul-
nerable people among us.”

By the Numbers

A decrease in the number of abortions
performed in the United States over
the past year may also be aresult of the
Dobbs ruling.

A recent analysis of abortion data
conducted by the pro-abortion Society
of Family Planning found that more
than 25,000 fewer abortions were per-
formed in the country from July 2022 to
March 2023 than were expected.

That organization held that the re-
duction meant “grave consequences”
for women unable to obtain abortions,

“including increased economicinsecu-
rity, poorer physical health, and contin-
ued exposure to violence from the man
involved in the pregnancy.”

But E.V. Osment, Susan B. Anthony
Pro-Life America’s vice president of
communications, shared a different
perspective.

“What we have known all along is the
majority of women want to keep their
children,” Osment said. “They’re just
hoping and looking for away to do that.”

Many women, she noted, feel pres-
sured by their partners and parents to
abort their babies because of financial
constraints. For those women, taking
abortion off the table as an option could
relieve that pressure.

“For us, the next move forward is to
make sure that we are supporting moms
and children—that we are not doing
what the other side does, which is to
pit the mom against the child, but we
are loving and supporting them both
at the same time.”

As for attitudes toward abortion,
Osment noted that a recent survey
conducted June 6 to 9 by The Tarrance
Group indicates that most voters don't
align with Democrats who advocate for
unrestricted abortion.

“Seventy-seven percent of voters
agree with at least some abortion lim-
its by 15 weeks,” she said. “And we also
see, poll after poll, that Americans are
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not comfortable with and do not want
late-term abortions. What they want is
to have abortion limited by at least the
first trimester, and what we see is 12 to
15 weeks, when science proves that the
child can feel pain inside the womb.”

The survey also found that 70 percent
of voters support requiring parental
consent for minors seeking abortions
and 76 percent support the existence
of pregnancy resource centers that do
not perform abortions.

Additionally, 59 percent of voters said
they would support federal legislation to
limit abortions beyond 15 weeks gestation.

But while the public might be on board
with such a measure, whether Congress
would support it remains to be seen.

Last September, Sen. Lindsey Graham
(R-S.C.) proposed a 15-week limit with
exceptions for rape, incest, and the
health of the mother, but the bill was
never voted on in the Democrat-con-
trolled Senate.

Looking Ahead

Theissue of abortion has been at the fore-
front of U.S. politics for decades, and with
a presidential election just around the
corner, that isn’t likely to change soon.

In fact, abortion is already playing
a prominent role in the presidential
primaries.

Abby Johnson, pro-life advocate

On June 23, President Joe Biden se-
cured the endorsement of abortion pro-
vider Planned Parenthood, which will
likely be a feather in his cap as he looks
toreclaim the Democratic nomination.

“President Joe Biden and Vice President
Kamala Harris have been committed to
fighting back against the onslaught of
attacks against our reproductive free-
dom. And we need them to continue this
critical work,” Alexis McGill Johnson, CEO
and president of Planned Parenthood Ac-
tion Fund, said in a statement.

“We know, clear as day, that if an-
ti-abortion politicians gain control
of the White House, they will exploit
their power toward their ultimate goal:
anational abortion ban. That is why we
must re-elect President Biden and Vice
President Harris: people we can trust to
keep rebuilding a path forward because
we know the journey to rebuilding our
rights will be met with challenges.”

Meanwhile, Republican candidates
have begun courting the pro-life vote,
touting their views and relevant accom-
plishments.

While speaking at the Faith and Free-
dom Coalition Policy Conference in
Washington on June 23, Florida Gov. Ron
DeSantis pointed to the six-week limit he
recently signed as evidence that he was
“promoting a culture of life” in Florida.

At the same event, former Vice Presi-
dent Mike Pence called upon his fellow
Republican candidates to pledge their
support for a national 15-week limitation
onabortion—a call former Arkansas Gov.
Asa Hutchinson was happy to answer.

But one candidate who has shied away
from taking a specific position on feder-
alabortion restrictions is former Presi-
dent Donald Trump.

During a CNN town hall in May, he
was asked whether he would support
such a measure. Hedging, he replied
that he would “negotiate so that people
are happy.”

The former president also noted that
he appointed three of the Supreme
Court justices who voted to overturn
Roe v. Wade.

“You wouldn’t even be having a dis-
cussion if you weren’t able to get rid of
Roe v. Wade,” he said.

But while Roe is gone, for voters on
the left and right, the issue of abortion
is clearly not forgotten. m
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ABORTIONS

More than 25,000 fewer abortions
than expected were performed
in the country from July 2022 to
March 2023.

ATTACKS

on churches and pro-life
organizations occurred in the year
following the May 2022 leak of
the Dobbs decision.

A survey found that 70 percent
of voters support requiring
parental consent for minors
seeking abortions.

A survey found 59 percent of
voters would support federal
legislation to limit abortions

beyond 15 weeks’ gestation.

A survey found 76 percent of
voters support the existence of
pregnancy resource centers that
do not perform abortions.
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VISITOR LOGS

Soros Officials
Frequent Visitors to

BIDEN WHITE HOUSE

40 private visits put Soros Foundation representatives
in position to influence US policies

By Beth Brelje

36 EPOCH INSIGHT Week 26, 2023

HEY DIDN’T APPEAR ON A

ballot for voters to elect

or reject, but many staff-

ers of George Soros’s

Open Society Founda-
tions have the ear of high-level White
House officials, and with it, influence
over federal policies.

Since President Joe Biden took of-
fice, representatives from the Open
Society Foundations have met private-
ly 40 times in the executive mansion,
in meetings with one to three guests,
White House visitor logs show.

And while it may take days or weeks
for an average citizen to get a meeting
at the White House approved, folks con-
nected to Open Society often make their
appointments one day in advance, or
even on the same day as their visit.

Access to Highest Levels
George Soros, founder of Open Society,

Those connected to George Soros’s Open Society Foundations
often get to make their appointments to the White House just
one day in advance, or even on the same day as their visit.

announced in June that he was hand-
ingleadership of his $25 billion dynasty
over to his son, Alexander Soros, 37. The
younger Soros had already been in a
leadership position in the organization.
Since the start of the Biden administra-
tion, Alexander Soros, chairman ofthe
board of the Open Society Foundations,
has visited the White House 18 times.
Of those visits, four were meetings in
the West Wing with deputy national
security adviser Jon Finer.

Alexander Soros and Finer were
joined in a Feb. 9 meeting by Vieira
Abramovay, director of the Latin Amer-
ica Program and regional director of
Latin America and the Caribbean at the
Open Society Foundations, and by Yasin
Yaqubie, special adviser to the deputy
chair of the Open Society Foundations.

The meeting was held days before
Biden visited Ukraine.

Finer said in a Feb. 21 interview with

PHOTO BY SAMUEL CORUM/GETTY IMAGES

MSNBC that leading up to the presi-
dent’s Ukraine visit, the National Secu-
rity Council was busy planning security
for the trip into a war zone for weeks.
During this time, the council was also
discussing what weapons to provide to
Ukraine, Finer told MSNBC.

It isn’t clear what was discussed in
the meeting of Finer, Soros, Yaqubie,
and Abramovay. Neither The White
House nor the Open Society Founda-
tions responded to questions from The
Epoch Times.

That same day, Feb. 9, Soros met with
Jordan Finkelstein, special assistant to
the president and chief of staff of the
senior adviser to the president. The day
before, Soros met in the West Wing with
Mariana Adame, adviser to the counsel-
or of the president. And on Feb. 10, Soros
was back in the West Wing to meet again
with Finkelstein.

Finer, Soros, and Yaqubie met on =¢
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Sept.14,2022,and Dec.1, 2022. The three
alsomet on Oct. 6,2022, and added Ivan
Krastev to the meeting. Krastev is an
Open Society board member.

Meetings Large and Small

Yaqubie has had 14 White House meet-
ings during the Biden administration,
visitor records show, including one on
Oct. 6, 2022, with Kimberly Lang, who
was the national security adviser ex-
ecutive assistant at the time, and three
meetings with Nina Srivastava, associ-
ate director for domestic personnel at
the Presidential Personnel Office.

Jonathan Becker has visited the White
House twice. Becker is executive vice
president of Bard College and vice chan-
cellor of the Open Society University
Network, where he sits on the manage-
ment committee with Alexander Soros.

“The Open Society University Net-
work envisions a new model of global
higher education—a long-lasting net-
work with deep partnerships among
diverse institutions committed to
addressing global challenges collabo-
ratively,” its website reads. Among its
goals is to “incorporate civic engage-
ment” into higher education and to
“expand access to higher education at
a time of growing inequities.”

Patrick Gaspard has visited the White
House 10 times so far during the Biden
administration. Gaspard served as U.S.

In addition to private meetings,
many of these visitors have been
invited to the White House for larger
political and social events.

ambassador to South Africa from 2013
to 2016. He was president of the Open
Society Foundations from 2017 to 2020.
Currently, Gaspard is president of the
Center for American Progress, a pro-
gressive think tank largely funded by
the Open Society Foundations and the
Foundation to Promote Open Society,
which are both Soros organizations.
Thomas Perriello, executive director
of Open Society-United States, has been
to the White House 19 times during the
Biden administration. Of those, 10 were
one-on-one meetings with White House
officials, including Kimberly Lang and
Rachel Chiu, chief of staff at the Office
of Political Strategy and Outreach at The
White House, and Yohannes Abraham
when he was deputy assistant to the pres-
identand chief of staffand executive sec-
retary of the National Security Council.
Since then, Biden has named Abra-
ham his representative to the Asso-
ciation of Southeast Asian Nations
(ASEAN). Created in 1967, ASEAN is
headquartered in Jakarta and includes
the nations of Indonesia, Cambodia,
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Alexander Soros (R), son of businessman George Soros (L) and chairman of the
board of the Open Society Foundations, has visited the White House 18 times.

Vietnam, Thailand, Malaysia, Singa-
pore, Philippines, Burma (also known
as Myanmar), Brunei, and Laos.

Perriello also met one-on-one with
then-White House policy adviser Rich-
ard Figueroa, who worked for the Cen-
ter for American Progress before being
hired at the White House, according to
Figueroa’s LinkedIn page.

Inaddition to private meetings, many
ofthese visitors have been invited to the
White House for larger political and so-
cial events. For example, Nicole Wilett,
chief of staff at Open Society Founda-
tions, has visited the White House for
three larger events.

Perriello attended a White House
event with 231 people hosted by Biden
onJan. 6 to mark the second anniversa-
ry of theJan. 6, 2021, Capitol breach. Per-
riello also attended with 196 people on
Jan. 6, 2022, in the East Wing.

Perriellowasalsoamong the 448 guests
who attended an event on the South Lawn
of the White House on April 8, 2022, to
mark the confirmation of Justice Ketanji
Brown Jackson to the Supreme Court.

On Sept. 13, 2022, Perriello was on the
South Lawn with 321 invitees to celebrate
the passing of the Inflation Reduction
Act,whichincluded a significant amount
of funding for environmental projects
the Open Society Foundations supports.

Open Society Foundations

The left-leaning Open Society Foun-
dations gives thousands of grants to
groups and individuals working on
issues it supports, including abortion
access, implementing reparation pay-
ments to racial minorities, and ending
stigma against drug users.

The organization has four core inter-
ests, according to its website.

Climate Justice

“The climate crisis demands unprec-
edented shifts of global investment

38 EPOCH INSIGHT Week 26, 2023

JLNNH SY10HJIN ‘S39VINIALLID VIA dV/INI¥4400 30148 V4T INO¥S

SIOVINIALLID/YIYIONY MIHA ‘SIOVINIALLID

2022

U.S.-ASEAN

SPECIAL SUMMIT

In Focus White House

President Joe Biden (C) takes part in a group photo for the U.S.-ASEAN Special Summit at the White House on May 12, 2022.
Created in 1967, the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) includes Indonesia, Cambodia, Vietnam, Thailand,

Malaysia, Singapore, Philippines, Burma (also known as Myanmar), Brunei, and Laos.

by both governments and the private
sector,” the Open Society Foundations
website reads.

Equity

Open Society supports more financial
assistance from the richest countries to
poorer countries to mitigate economic
crises. It wants private businesses to
be responsible for the well-being of
their workers, communities, and the
environment and to strengthen the
rights of marginalized workers and
the world’s refugees.

It’s also against policies that punish
drug use.

“Open Society works to advance
justice-oriented drug policies that de-
criminalize, equitably regulate, and
diminish the negative consequences
of prohibition. We support the health,

safety, and social inclusion of drug-in-
volved populations and communities
harmed by coercive drug policies,” its
website reads.

Expression

Open Society funds journalism, me-
dia groups, and documentaries. It sup-
ports the creation of global standards
and rules for the behavior of existing
corporate digital platforms, including
“measures to protect user privacy and
to counter hate speech and disinforma-
tion,” the Open Society website reads.

Justice
Open Society supports human rights
movements, reform of judicial systems,
and the promotion of democratic par-
ticipation at all levels.

It funds groups that speak for com-

munities that “face embedded racism
and discrimination simply because of
who they are or where they came from.”
“This includes supporting move-
ments combating institutional and
structural racism, and advancing de-
mands for reparations for unresolved
historical and ongoing violence and in-
justice,” the website reads. “We also work
toward the fair treatment of refugees
and migrants, as well as efforts to fight
stigma against drug users that leads to
criminalization and impoverishment.”
It also advocates for LGBT commu-
nities it claims are “under fire from
conservative forces” and supports
groups that pursue an “intersectional
feminist agenda, including advancing
reproductive justice and countering
transnational attacks on sexual and
reproductive health rights.” m
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Veterans Outraged Over
LGBT Crowding Out
Military Holidays

‘The state... is actually trying to turn LGBTQ+
into a religious cult,” says Marine Corps veteran

By Alice Giordano

ACKLASH IS GROWING
over what many see as na-
tional LGBT observances
U.S. military veterans are
from the LGBT community.

Pride Month has long followed Me-
morial Day, but U.S. Marine Corps vet-
eran Victor Marx told The Epoch Times
that this year was different, with a huge
movement led by the government to
swap out American flags for LGBT flags
at military installations, including
several Veterans Affairs facilities and
cemeteries.

“Itruly believe we are at a place in this
country where the state—starting with
the Biden administration—is actually
trying to turn LGBTQ+ into a religious
cult,” said Marx, who served several tours,
including on the frontlines in active com-
bat against the ISIS terrorist group.

Now a minister, Marx is also the
founder of All Things Possible, which
provides trauma relief for veterans and
civilians from militant countries. The
59-year-old likened the replacement of

“We are celebrating
indoctrinating
young boys to
become effeminate.
That’s dangerous

beyond words.”

Victor Marx,
U.S. Marine Corps veteran

the “symbol of America” with a Pride
flag to spitting in the face of veterans
and families “who have lost loved ones
in the line of duty.”

Terrence Hayes, press secretary for
the U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs,
defended the flying of LGBT flags.In a
statement released to The Epoch Times,
hesaidit’sa “symbol of VA's commitment
toinclusion and as a tribute to the service
and sacrifice of LGBTQ+ Veterans, their
families, caregivers, and survivors.”

According to Hayes, more than 1 mil-

U.S. Marine Veteran Victor Marx and some of his fellow veterans on a training
mission in Montana.

lion United States military veterans are
from the LGBT community.

Grooming of America

Carl Boyanton, with six uncles who
served in World War I, has long been
involved in laying wreaths and flags
on the graves of veterans throughout
Mississippi.

He told The Epoch Times he believes
that infiltrating the military with LGBT
flags and national observances is part of
an effort to groom Americans to accept
what he called the “growing debauch-
ery” of a movement that has nothing
to do with patriotism. He pointed to
activities during Pride Month such as
homosexual bondage shows and other
hypersexualized, explicit conduct at
events “billed family friendly.”

“Irespect all veterans, but Memorial
Day and Veterans Day are about serving
our country, not who you have sex with,”
Boyanton said.

Marx and other veterans who spoke to
The Epoch Times said they believe that
the gay community has been hijacked by
a radical movement that no longer has
anything to do with gay rights.

Gays Against Groomers is one of several
organizations that have made similar as-
sertions and decried Pride Month for tak-
ing precedence over honoring veterans.

“It has to be said that it is absolutely
atrocious that our ‘community’ gets an
entire month (and now season in many
cases) dedicated to us, while the brave
heroes who gave theirlives to defend our
nation get only a single day. We do not
want the month. Give it to them,” the
group, which has protested drag queen
shows and transgender procedures for
children, wrote on Twitter.

In addition to Pride Month in June,
October is designated LGBT History
Month. There is also a Non-Binary
Awareness Week, which starts on July
11, and International Drag Day (July 16).

Other LGBT days recently observed
include Pansexual and Panromantic
Awareness and Visibility Day (May 24);
International Day Against Homophobia,
Biphobia, and Transphobia (May 17); and
Lesbian Visibility Day (April 26).

In March, there was a National LGBTQ
Health Awareness Week, and March
31 has been designated International
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Transgender Day of Visibility.

Coming up is Celebrate Bisexuality
Day (Sept. 23), and the National Gay
Men’s HIV/AIDS Awareness Day (Sept. 27).

LGBT History Month features Nation-
al Coming Out Day (Oct. 11), and Inter-
national Pronouns Day on the third
Wednesday of October.

In November, Veterans Day falls be-
tween Intersex Day of Remembrance
(Nov. 8), and Transgender Day of Re-
membrance (Nov. 20).

Outrage over the growing LGBT
commemorations has even
reached theliberal East Coast.

Popular Boston conser-
vative talk radio host
Jeff Kuhner recently
fielded calls from
listeners angry
over the growing
number of nation-
al observances for
the LGBT community.

“They act like they
fought at Normandy,” Kuh-
ner said.

At least 2,500 U.S. soldiers died
during the Normandy invasion on
D-Day.

Some veterans have decried the prox-
imity of Pride Month to Memorial Day.

“Memorial Day, which falls on Mon-
day, is a solemn occasion dedicated to
honoring the brave individuals who
fought and sacrificed their lives for our
country. Unfortunately, it seems that
every year, this important day is over-
shadowed by the prominence of pride
month,” Army veteran T.J. Michaels
wrote on Twitter.

In Mississippi on June 5, protests
erupted when U.S. flags flying over the
VA Medical Center and Biloxi National
Cemetery were replaced with rainbow
flags, an action that was authorized by
Secretary of Veterans Affairs Denis Mc-
Donough.

Boyanton said a 24-hour police
guard was posted to keep watch in the
cemetery to protect the flag against
vandalism.

He said he asked one of the officers
assigned to guard the site what would
happen ifhe weretoburnagay pride flag.

“He told me if it was an American flag,
he would have to stand down because

I was exercising my First Amendment
rights, but if it was a pride flag, it would
be considered a hate crime and he’'d
have to arrest me,” Boyanton said.
Earlier this week, veterans—includ-
ing gay veterans—gathered at the Walk
of Honor site in Fresno, California, to
protest the replacement for the first
time of one of the three flags

An illustration in
celebration of Pride
Month on Facebook
released by the U.S.

Marine Corps.

A veteran likens the
replacement of the
‘symbol of America’
with aPride flag to
spitting in the face
of veterans and
families ‘who have
lostloved ones in the
line of duty.’

Feature Veterans

with an LGBT flag at the war memorial.

Established in 2017, the Walk of Honor
site includes a memorial etched with
1,359 names of U.S. service members. Of
them, 48 have a gold star next to their
names that signifies that they were
killed in action.

Until this year, the site had been
marked, without interruption, by the
POW/MIA flag, the American flag, and
the Veterans Administration flag.

The replacement of a display of

American flags and a giant pride
flag at the White House to kick off

Pride Month incited a firestorm
of protests by veterans who

also pointed out that the ex-
ecutive residence was un-
adorned for Memorial Day.
A flag swap at the Mas-
sachusetts Maritime
Academy enraged atleast
one parent, who asked to
remain anonymous. The
private school, one of the
most prestigious military
training schools in the
country, spoke with The
Epoch Times but ultimately
declined to comment.
Boyanton said the govern-
ment’s agenda “to promote a
sexualized special interest group
is evidenced by the exclusion of oth-
er special interest groups.”

May was Asian American and Pacific
Islander Heritage Month, he noted.

“Ididn’t see any Asian American and
Pacific Islander flags flown at the White
House or VA cemeteries.”

Marx, who is still involved in mil-
itary rescue operations in foreign
countries, said he is worried that the
government is intentionally emascu-
lating the military.

Like the indoctrination going on in
schools, the government, he believes,
is targeting the youth that make up the
military branches and the usual recruits
to replenish the U.S. armed forces.

Marx pointed to an image the U.S.
Marines recently posted on its social
media pages of a row of rainbow-colored
bullets strapped to a combat helmet.

“We are celebrating indoctrinating
young boys to become effeminate,” he
said. “That’s dangerous beyond words.” m
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ECONOMY ary scenario. It might not be massive stagflation,

but if you have sluggish growth ... and inflation
Flirting With doesn’t really get down below 3 percent and rates
°
Stagflation

have to stay 3-plus percent for a while, that’s not
US on edge as prices remain high

going to be called a recession, but it’s not going
to feel great,” Waldron said.
even as economy slows down

“That’s the scenario we kind of plan for, and
worry about, because that’s a scenario that could
persist for a while where you just get sluggish
growth.”

By Naveen Athrappully

S THE U.S. ECONOMY CONTINUES
to struggle with high inflation and
weak economic growth, concerns

Rate Hikes and Stagflation

The Federal Reserve has aggressively raised rates
over the past year in a bid to contain inflation,
thus pushing up its benchmark interest rate
from 0.5 percent in April 2022 to a current range

about the country slipping into

stagflation are popping up.
Stagflation is an economic cycle marked by
slow gross domestic product growth, high in-
flation, and a high unemployment rate. Policy-
makers usually find it difficult to handle such a
situation because any attempt to boost or control
one factor worsens others. The United States
endured a bout of stagflation in the 1970s but

of 5.0 to 5.25 percent.
In June, the Fed kept its interest
rate unchanged, ending the streak  GDP growth,

of 10 consecutive hikes. However, it inﬂation, and the

did admit that two more rate hikes 1 t
may be on the cards this year. unemploymen

During a Risk Live conference in ~ r'ate suggest that
Londononjune7,AnilJhangianihead  stagflation may be
of investment risk oversight at USS around the corner.

hasn’t experienced another one since.

But now, experts are becoming apprehensive.
Allthreerelevant economic data—GDP growth,
inflation, and the unemployment rate—suggest
that stagflation may be around the corner.

Following the pandemicrecovery, the country
has registered depressing GDP growth over the
past year. The first two quarters of 2022 registered
negative growth. Though the third quarter saw
GDPrising by 3.2 percent, it was the second-slow-
est growth rate since the third quarter of 2020.

Moreover, the quarterly growth rate has
been declining since the third quarter of
2022, falling from 3.2 to 2.6

of three events: a dovish policy by the Fed that
tolerated high inflation in exchange for lower
unemployment, rising government spending
due to the Vietnam War and funding social pro-
grams, and rising prices due to an oil embargo

and surging commodity prices.

percent in the fourth quarter,

At present, the U.S. economy

and thento1.3 percentinthe TheFedis currently s undergoing a similar scenar-

first quarter of 2023.
Ontheinflation front, even
as the annual inflation rate

June 2022, it still remains way
above the Federal Reserve’s target of 2 percent.

Annual inflation is more than double the 1.4
percent rate in January 2021, when Joe Biden
became president. Since April 2021, annual in-
flation has remained at or above 4 percent every
single month.

With regard to the unemployment rate, it has
remained at or above 3.4 percent for more than
a year. In May, the unemployment rate hit 3.7
percent, which is the highest level in a year.

The stagflation of the 1970s was mostly aresult

going all out against io. Instead of tolerating infla-
inflation, even at
dipped to 4 percent in May the cost of lower
after peaking at 9.1 percent in employment.

tion, the Fed is going all out
against it, even at the cost
of lower employment. Gov-
ernment spending has risen
over the past years due to the
COVID-19 pandemic, while commodity prices
remain elevated. The scenario essentially
sets up the stage for stagflation.

Stagflation Warning

Multiple economic experts have raised alarm
bells about the United States potentially facing
a stagflation scenario. In April, economist Mo-
hamed El-Erian warned in a Financial Times ar-
ticle that the series of bank collapses in March
hasraised the odds of arecession and stagflation

The Seaboard Marine
cargo ship leaves
PortMiami in Florida
on April 26, 2019.
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affecting the United States.

“The flashing red light resulting from a speed-
of-light run on the U.S. banking system, or what
economists broadly refer to as financial conta-
gion, is behind us,” he wrote.

“Instead, red has become a flashing yellow due
to the slower-moving economic contagion whose
main transmission channel, that of curtailed
credit extension to the economy, increases the
risk not just of recession but also of stagflation.”

In an April 20 podcast, former Treasury Sec-
retary Lawrence Summers also said that stag-
flation is a “real risk” facing the U.S. economy.

“Given where inflation is right now and given
the downward pressures on the economy, I cer-
tainly think stagflation is a meaningful risk right
now, and it’s probably a risk that’s underpriced
in the markets,” he said.

More recently, John Waldron, president
and chief operating officer at Goldman Sachs,
warned about “mini” stagflation in the United
States while speaking during a Bloomberg Invest
conference in early June.

“If you want to paint a more cautious picture,
youwould say we might have a mini stagflation-

Investment Management, raised con-

cerns that a stagflation scenario might

end up making central banks stick to raising in-
terest rates and thus risk “more policy errors.”

“If central banks still need to push rates up in
2023, and we have a prolonged stagflation envi-
ronment, that’s really going to hit both bonds and
equity portfolios, potentially,” he said, according
to Risk.net.

“If we are in a world of stagflation for longer,
inevitably, thatleads to alot of discontent, wage
spirals—in part what we are seeing now—and
Ithink that can only aggravate political risk.”

During stagflation, Americans have to
grapple with consistently rising costs of liv-
ing and lower employment opportunities. As
the economy is sluggish and costs are high,
companies tend to lay off employees. Both
firms and individuals have to spend more to
service their debts. m
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With the U.S. economy
sluggish and costs
still high, both firms
and individuals must
spend more to service



0U ARE THE

TLIGHT
rant Lights

5

7

Vib

“A VENDOR WAITS FOR CUSTOMERS

in front of her lantern shop in Hoi An,

Vietnam, on June 24.
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A young man plays Grand Theft Auto IV. In
a game such as this, players are rewarded
for carjacking random@llictims using a
variety of weapons, which could be very
damaging for a child who may not be able
to distinguish the game’s realism from
reality, a military veteran says.

PHOTO BY CATE GILLON/GETTY IMAGES
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A psychologist warns that computer games feature |
same conditioning as miIitary,training

| >
By Michael Clements
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S MASS SHOOTINGS MAKE HEAD-
lines, one man who has spent years
studying what it takes to get men to
kill said it’s clear that violent enter-
tainment is a how-to manual for
many killers.

According toretired U.S. Army
Lt. Col. Dave Grossman, violent media mold
the character of their consumers just as mili-
tary basic training conditions soldiers to kill.
Grossman is a psychologist, author, and public
speaker. Grossman said the media, especially
computer games, normalize abnormal behavior
tothe point that injury and death are rewarded.

“Thisis pathological play; this is dysfunctional
play,” Grossman told The Epoch Times.

A 2015 resolution passed by the American
Psychological Association (APA) backs his claim.

“Scientific research has demonstrated an as-
sociation between violent video game use and
bothincreases in aggressive behavior, aggressive
affect, aggressive cognitions and decreases in
prosocial behavior, empathy, and moral engage-
ment,” the resolution reads.

In an email to The Epoch Times, APA spokes-
person Kim Mills confirmed that this is still the
organization’s position. But Grossman’s detrac-
tors said the connection between violent enter-
tainment and actual violence is tenuous.

Chris Ferguson, professor of psychology at Stet-
son University in DeLand, Florida, has conduct-
ed meta-analyses of several studies. He said the
studies generally find a weak connection, if any.

“We’re really just not finding any evidence,”
Ferguson told The Epoch Times.

Grossman disagrees. He said the games teach
killing in the same way that soldiers are trained,
through “operant conditioning.”

Russian psychologist Ivan Pavlov pioneered
thistechniquein the late 1800s when he realized
that the dogs he used in his work would salivate
whenever the assistant who fed them entered
the laboratory.

Pavlov developed the technique to get a spe-
cific reflexive reaction to certain stimuli. In
law enforcement training, this is called “mus-
cle memory.” It makes drawing a weapon and
giving commands an automatic response to
threatening or hostile behavior.

After World War II, the U.S. military devised
training methods to get soldiers to fire their
weapons in combat after military historian Brig.
Gen.S.L.A. Marshall released data indicating that
only 15 to 20 percent of soldiers in World War II
fired their weapons in battle.

Grossman says that most people have an
internal “safety switch” that controls violent
impulses. He said it’s an evolutionary mecha-
nism to preserve the species that manifestsasa
reluctance to shoot an enemy even though that
enemy may shoot them.

Inrecent years, World War Il veterans and his-
torians have disputed Marshall’s data. They said
the United States would havelost the war with a
firing rate as anemic as 20 percent. In addition,
historians have reviewed Marshall’s claims and
found many of them to be false. This included
his account of his war experiences.

Grossman countered that there are studies

Some teenagers
say they play more
than 40 hours of
video games per
week, according to
a 2017 article.

entertainment media
an average of nine

hours a day, according

to an article published

FROM L: BRENDAN SMIALOWSKI/AFP VIA
GETTY IMAGES, GROSSMANONTRUTH.COM
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that back Marshall’s figures.

Whatever the truth, U.S. military leaders
initially accepted his data. They changed their
training regimen based on Marshall’s numbers;
Grossman said the training program became an
example of classic conditioning.

Soldiers no longer take aim at bull’s-eye tar-
gets on a traditional range. They now stand ina
foxhole overlooking a simulated battlefield with
wrecked vehicles, fallen trees, and bomb craters.

As man-shaped targets pop up from behind
cover, the soldiers are told to “engage the closest
target” until it drops. They repeat the action for
the next target. In addition to the immediate re-

Feature Society

ward of the target falling, soldiers receive medals
marking their success based on the number of
targets they hit. This work-reward cycle is the
conditioning meant to turn off the soldiers’ in-
ternal safety switch.

The soldiers are also given training on the
rules of engagement and when it isn’t permis-
sible to fire.

Grossman said he can attest to the effective-
ness ofthe training. He said there are data to in-
dicate that firing rates in Vietnam approached 9o
percent. Grossman said the average first-person
shooter game provides similar training.

“This is pathological
play; this is
dysfunctional play.”

Lt. Col. Dave Grossman, psychologist

With realistic sounds, constantly improving
computer graphics, and instant rewards, gamers
are desensitized to bloody violence and crime
while associating the activity with pleasure and
fun. In addition, Grossman points out that sol-
diers train only for specific periods, while the
computer gamer usually sets his own schedule.

A November 2017 article in Pediatrics, the
American Academy of Pediatrics journal, said
that teenagers consume some form of enter-
tainment media an average of nine hours a day.

“Video games, in particular, have increased
in popularity, with some teenagers reporting
that they play [more than] 40 hours per week,”
the article reads.

Ferguson countered that millions of people
play games and never kill anyone other than
their digital enemies. He said he believes that
the threat is overblown by hyperbolic media
coverage of the mass killings and a desire to place
blame. According to Ferguson, most gamers
want to relax and have fun. -
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Fun Is Part of the Problem

“When people know that what they’re consum-
ing is fictional, they don’t really learn from it.
Our brains are able to distinguish the reality
of a situation and assign different values to it,”
Ferguson said.

Grossman said that fun is part of the problem.
In the immensely popular “Grand Theft Auto”
series, players are rewarded for carjacking ran-
dom victims using a variety of weapons. Each
shooting is accompanied by spurting blood, cries
of pain, and increasing scores.

Players may also have sex with prostitutes in
the game and earn status by beating or killing
the prostitutes to get their money back. Gross-
man said this could be very damaging for a child
or young adolescent who may not be able to dis-
tinguish the game’s realism from reality.

Still, Ferguson pointed out that critics of com-
puter games are very selective about the crimes
for which they blame the games. He said that
when two middle-aged Asian men committed
separate mass murders in two California dance
studios or when a 64-year-old killer shot into a
concert crowd in Las Vegas, no one talked about
their computer game activity.

Likewise, the killer who went on a rampage at
Sandy Hook Elementary Schoolin Connecticut in
2012 was known for his love of computer games.
His favorite was the nonviolent game “Dance
Dance Revolution,” in which the player must
step on specific pads on the floor in time with
the game’s soundtrack.

Gun Control
Isn’t a Solution

“[Computer games are not] the pri-
mary issue we should be focused
on. I don’t think responsible gun
owners are the problem here ei-
ther,” Ferguson said.

He said he believes that building
and funding mental health facili-
tiesis abetter solution to explore.

Grossman agreed that mental
health care is essential. But he said it’s incum-
bent upon the media to take responsibility for
its marketing and handling of violent content.
He said that computer games get the lion’s share
of the blame but that movies and television pro-
grams also cause problems.

“It’s time for the media to man up and accept
some responsibility,” Grossman said.

Andiflegislators were to regulate these violent
media, it wouldn’t be the first time.

72%

OF SHOOTERS
express no political
views, an expert says.

Not the First Issue

In 1897, prizefighting was illegal everywhere
except Nevada. However, courts had ruled that
films of prizefights didn’t violate federal law. So
local officials got to regulate the practice.

According to the website StudioBinder.com,
Maine outlawed violent films. Anyone showing
a prizefighting film could be fined $500.

Filmmakers challenged Maine’s law on First
Amendment grounds. In the 1915 Supreme Court
case Mutual Film Corp. v. Industrial Commis-
sion of Ohio, the high court ruled that the First
Amendment did not cover movies.

The court ruled that film was an
entertainment business and could
be regulated. For the next 37 years,
movies would be subject to govern-
ment censors.

In 1952, the U.S. Supreme Court
heard Burstyn v. Wilson. New York
state had revoked Joseph Burstyn’s
license to distribute the Italian film
“The Miracle” because it was sacrilegious.

The courtruled that the industry had changed
significantly since 1917. Film had become a means
of affecting the culture and promoting ideas, so
it did get First Amendment protection.

This protection was extended to computer
games in the 2011 case Brown v. Entertainment
Merchants Association (now known as OTT.X).

In that case, a California obscenity law ban-
ning the sale of violent computer games to mi-

The U.S. military
devised training
methods to get soldiers
to fire their weapons

in combat, after data
indicated that only

15 to 20 percent of
soldiers in World
War II had fired their
weapons in battle.
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nors was struck down because the state failed
to connect video game violence and actual
violence. In addition, the industry had a vol-
untary rating system that parents could use
to determine which games were suitable for
their children.

Supreme Court Justice Antonin Scalia wrote
for the majority that violence in children’s en-
tertainment was nothing new.

“Our cases have been clear that the obscenity
exception to the First Amendment does not cov-
er whatever the legislature finds shocking, but
only depictions of sexual conduct,” Scalia wrote.
“Grimm’s Fairy Tales are grim indeed.”

Representatives of OTT.X didn’t return calls
or emails seeking comment.

Grossman said the court’s decision ignores
some fundamental truths.

While there has long been violent content
in children’s entertainment, he said there’s a
clear difference between the coyote trying to
drop an Acme anvil on the roadrunner and a
computer-generated gang member shooting
a policeman with a machine gun. Both may
be protected speech, but only one looks real
to a child.

According to Grossman, if media truly didn’t
affect behavior, there would be no such thing
asanadvertising industry. He said media deni-
als are cynical attempts to shirk responsibility.
The situation has grown more dire since 2011,
he said.

Grossman said his research shows that shoot-
ers choose their targets based on several fac-
tors—and media figure in to at least one of those.

“One of the motivations in these crimes is
fame,” Grossman said.

To get the media attention they crave, shoot-
ers usually choose targets for the maximum
number of victims. It’s believed the Sandy Hook
attacker chose that school because the victims
would be unable to fight back and killing chil-
dren would draw the most outrage.

In 2012, the killer of 12 people in Aurora, Col-
orado, chose a movie theater showing thelatest
Batman film because it would be full of unarmed
victims. The theater had been designated a “gun-
free zone.”

According to the Crime Prevention Research
Center’s (CPRC) website, that shooter decided
against attacking an airport because security
was too tight. He wrote that he would also avoid
shooting police because “they will kill you.”

The CPRC was founded by John Lott, an econ-
omist, researcher, author, and public speaker.

Lott, who is also an Epoch Times contributor,
said at a seminar at the National Rifle Associ-
ation’s Annual Meetings and Exhibits in Indi-
anapolis on April 15 that most mass shooters
have two goals.

Feature Society

Video games teach killing in
the same way that soldiers
are trained through ‘operant
conditioning,’ a veteran says.

No Political Motives

“In general, 72 percent of shooters express no
political views. It’s very clear that they want to
commit suicide, and they want media attention,”
Lott said.

He pointed out that a person carryingagunin
agun-free zone in Tennessee could get six years
in prison. The killer who attacked the Covenant
Presbyterian School in Nashville on March 27
killed six people. Because Tennessee is a death
penalty state, Lott wondered how much of a de-
terrent six years would be.

“It’s like there’s no penalty for these people,”
Lott said.

Grossman said this doesn’t bode well. He
predicted that if no steps are taken to address
theissue, mass killers will select more shocking
targets.

“I pray thatlam wrong.” m
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In 2012, the killer of 12
people in Aurora, Colo.,
chose a movie theater
showing the latest
Batman film because
it would be full of
unarmed victims.
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F TEMPERATURES HIT UNSEA-
sonable highs this fall and winter,
blame El Nino, not fossil fuels, a
group of climate analysts says.
Flying in the face of the pre-
vailing narrative on climate change,
a recent report on El Nino argues that
the Pacific weather phenomenon cor-
responds more closely than CO2 emis-
sions to shifting temperature patterns
and is the more likely cause of tempera-
ture changes.
“ElNinois happening now; it will get
warmer; we will see some record tem-

52 EPOCH INSIGHT Week 26, 2023

peratures; we will see some additional
weather related to it,” climate analyst
and meteorologist Anthony Watts told
The Epoch Times. “Significant increas-
es will begin in the fall or early winter,
which is typically the time that this
phenomenon peaks.”

El Nino refers to a warming trend in
the Pacific Ocean, leading to warmer
temperatures in North and South Amer-
icathat canlast aslongas several years.
La Nina is the reverse of this process.

“El Nino is a natural event; it’s driv-
enby changes in winds at the equator,”

|

Watts said. “Basically, what happens
is that it roughs up the surface of the
ocean, which allows the surface to ab-
sorb more solar radiation, and there-
fore warm up. Soit’s entirely a physical
mechanism based on winds.”

The climate change narrative, by con-
trast, argues that higher temperatures
are caused by CO2 emissions, primarily
from burning fossil fuels, which trap
heat in the earth’s atmosphere. These
emissions have been rising steadily over
the past century, and average tempera-
tures have also increased over this peri-

od. But some experts say the correlation
isn’t as convincing as climate change
advocates claim.

“Whileit doesn'tinfluence alarge part
ofthe world, it does seem to have signif-
icant influence on temperature,” Greg
Wrightstone, a geologist and the exec-
utive director of the CO2 Coalition, said.

Analyzing temperatures compared
with El Nino activity and atmospheric
CO2 levels shows that “while CO2 con-
tinues to increase at a pretty steady
rate, [temperature] spikes don’t seem
tobedriven atall by CO2-driven warm-

James Taylor, director, Center for Climate and
Environmental Policy, Heartland Institute

A Wor_nan walks past a 600- : =

ing,” Wrightstone said. “Virtually all of
these El Nino events drive global tem-
perature spikes,” typically with alag of
several months.

“The only exception, interestingly, is
1991t0 1995,” he said. “We had a strong
ElNifno, and it looks like it was canceled
out with the eruptions of Mount Pina-
tubo and Mount Hudson, which have a
cooling effect.”

“We had a number of strong El Nifio
events in the last 20 to 30 years, in par-
ticular, the 1998 and the 2015-2016 El
Nino,” Watts said. “Both of those =¢

EPOCH INSIGHT Week 26, 2023 53




In Depth Climate

events caused a dramatic warming of
the Pacific, and that warming gradually
spread out across the globe.

“But when we were in a La Nina pat-
tern, since 2015, temperatures dropped
significantly and globally. And so, that
does not correlate with CO2 being the
main driver of temperature. We would
not see a global cooling from 2015 to
the present.”

“We were in a cooling trend from the
mid-40s until the late ‘70s, all while CO2
levels increased,” Wrightstone said.
“That period from the late 40s to the
late “70s was La Nina-dominated cool-
ing. And thenjust as we started getting
into an El Nino-driven period, we went
into this warming term period from the
late 1970s until today.”

According to Steve Milloy, a senior
fellow at the Energy and Environment
Legal Institute, the “global warming nar-
rative” states that “because emissions
cause and drive warming, and emissions
are bad, all emissions must be eliminat-
ed and we must get to net zero.”

“We have put 500 million tons of
emissions into the atmosphere since
2015,” Milloy said. “This is a 17 percent
increase inindustrial era CO2 since 2015,
but there’s been no warming.

“In fact, it’s been slightly cooler. And
the reason for this [is] there’s been a
series of El Nifios since 1908. El Ninos
drive temperatures up, and then tem-
peratures basically drift down until the
next El Nifo.”

Many advocates of the climate
change narrative point out that the
trend over the past century does show
along-term pattern of rising tempera-
tures, despite short-term fluctuations.
According to the National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA), a
federal scientific and regulatory agen-
cy, average global surface temperatures
haveincreased by 2 degrees Fahrenheit
(1 degree Celsius) since 1880.

This increase “might seem small,
but it means a significant increase in
accumulated heat,” the NOAA states.
“That extra heat is driving regional and
seasonal temperature extremes, reduc-
ing snow cover and sea ice, intensifying
heavy rainfall, and changing habitat
ranges for plants and animals—expand-
ing some and shrinking others.”

But James Taylor, director of the

Anthony Watts, climate analyst

Heartland Institute’s Center for Climate

and Environmental Policy, said that
much of the global warming narrative
isbased on a selective analysis of global
temperature data. Indeed, while the two
temperature graphs showing average
temperatures since the late 1800s look
dramatically different, they are based
on data from the same source, the
NOAA, although the vertical axes use
different units.

“When you hear the term, ‘the hot-
test years on record,” it’s because they
conveniently defined the record as just
the past 100 years,” he said. “Climate
activists are dishonestly attempting to
lead people to believe that these are the
hottest temperatures ever in human
civilization. It’s simply not the case.”

Taylor cited peer-reviewed data from
the European Science Foundation show-
ing global temperatures over the past
2,000 years, in which “you see a mi-
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nor increase in temperatures as all the
warming of the past 150 years.” He also
cited data from the U.N. Intergovern-
mental Panel on Climate Change, which
show similar trends.

“But it leaves us much cooler than
has been the case for the vast majority
oftime that human beings and human
civilization has existed,” Taylor said.
“The Earth does not have a fever, even
during the E1 Nino years; the earth has
acold.”

While there are data both in support
ofand against the theory of CO2-driv-
en global warming, this narrative has
been declared “settled science,” and
much of current government policy,
including new EPA emissions rules,
supports it. In addition, hundreds of
the world’s largest corporations have
signed pledges with global climate
clubs such as Climate Action 100+
and the Glasgow Financial Alliance

(Left)An aerial view of a
flooded house in Yotoco,
Colombia, in this file photo.
The rain in the country was
enhanced by the La Nina
phenomenon acting on the
Pacific Ocean.

In Depth Climate

(Above) Iraqi fishermen row
their boat near flare stacks
burning at the Nahr Bin Omar
field, on Jan. 21, 2021. The
‘global warming narrative”
states that emissions are bad,
so “all emissions must be

eliminated,” an expert says.

for Net Zero (GFANZ) to reduce the use
of fossil fuels.

But according to Watts, “there is a
public consensus, and then there is a
private consensus.”

He hosts a website on global warm-
ing and climate change called WattsUp-
WithThat.com, and “hundreds of ex-
perts comment on that website on a
daily basis,” he said. “So it’s been a col-
lective learning experience.”

The private consensus, Watts said, is:
“Yes, there’s climate change, but it’s not
a crisis.”

“But a lot of people simply don’t
want to come out and say this because
they’re excoriated for doing so; they
get labeled by people that are activists
as being climate deniers or shills of big
oil,” he said.

According to Watts, climate science
has “become a crusade” for those who
support the CO2-climate-change narra-

tive. “Some of them truly believe that
they’re going to save the planet.”

“There’s a term for it called ‘noble
cause corruption,” he said. “It actually
came from the police, where they would
plant evidence because they ‘know’ the
perp was guilty, so they plant evidence
on him to get a conviction.

“The same kind of thing happens in
climate science. We see people actively
pushing cherry-picked charts and ig-
noring others because they know that’s
going to get continued funding and con-
tinued attention.”

Milloy also disputes the notion that
the global warming narrative is “settled.”

“There’s no such thing as a consensus
in science,” he said. “Science is not done
by consensus.”

“El Nino has been going on for mil-
lennia, before we even noticed it,” Watts
said. “So don’t freak out. It’s weather,
and yes, it'll get cooler afterit’s over.” m
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Creating
Synthetic
Human
Embryos

The development of synthetic
human embryos is raising
legal and ethical issues

By Irina Antonova

CIENTISTS REPORTED A

breakthrough in creating

synthetic human embryos

without the use of eggs or

sperm but now face legal
and ethical issues.

They claim to have created model em-
bryos using stem cells and that those
embryos resemble early stages of hu-
man development, which canbe used in
the studies of human genetic disorders.

“We can create human embryo-like
models by the reprogramming of [em-
bryonic stem] cells,” said professor Mag-
dalena Zernicka-Goetz from the Uni-
versity of Cambridge and the California
Institute of Technology, describing
scientists’ work in a plenary address at
the International Society for Stem Cell
Research’s annual meeting in Boston.

However, this groundbreaking work
was quick to bring up serious legal and
ethical issues, as in the UK and other
countries, such lab-grown entities go
against current local legislation.

14-Day Rule

So far, scientists are legally able to
do scientific research in the lab only
until the human embryo is 14 days old.
After that period, they can monitor an
embryo’s course of development only
via pregnancy scans or if the embryo
was donated for research.

The Warnock Committee proposed
thisrulein1984, arguing that within14
days of fertilization, the embryo could
be regarded as a collection of cells.

Scientists call these 14 days a “black
box” period, as it’s very difficult to mon-
itor the human embryo’s development

If human synthetic embryos are to
develop into embryo-like structures
thatlead to forming fetuses and mature
human beings, we would be confronted
withlegal and ethical issues.

in its initial stages, which is needed to
find answers to many questions re-
garding abnormalities, diseases, and so
forth. Hence, their motivation to create
a synthetic human embryo.

How It’s Done

So far in their work, Zernicka-Goetz’s
team and the Weizmann Institute of Sci-
ence in Israel have shown that they can
create from mice stem cells embryo-like

An illustration of
a human embryo.
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structures with beating hearts, intesti-
naltracts,and the beginnings of a brain.

Efforts are now in place to replicate
this success with embryos derived from
human stem cells. The full details of this
latest work at the Cambridge-Caltechlab
areyettobe published in ajournal paper.

Athertalk, Zernicka-Goetz explained
that her team grew from a single stem
cellthe model structures of an embryo
at the stage known as gastrulation,
which is when the embryo starts to
form multiple layers and sets up the
human body’s basic axes.

Although at this stage the human em-
bryo doesn’t yet have the beginnings of
abrain, gut, or beating heart, the tested
model embryo shows the presence of
cellsthat are egg and sperm precursors.

“Our human model is the first
three-lineage human embryo model
that specifies amnion and germ cells,
precursor cells of egg and sperm,” Zer-
nicka-Goetz said.

Previous efforts to implant synthetic
mice embryos into the wombs of female
mice didn’t result in the development of
live animals. The result with synthetic
embryos from monkeys proved similar.

Thus, scientists don’t know if the nor-
mal development of synthetic embryos
is possible and whether the obstacles
are just technical or have a more fun-
damental biological base.

Legal and Ethical Issues

However, these achievements are fac-
ing legal and ethical issues. Current-
ly, it’s illegal to use human synthetic
embryos clinically, as it’s against the
law to implant such embryos into a
patient’s womb.

If such human syntheticembryos are
to develop into embryo-like structures
thatlead to forming fetuses and mature
human beings, we would be confronted
with the question of what their moral
status would be, which is what the scien-
tificcommunity is also concerned about.
Some key points to consider are as fol-
lows:

o Status and rights: Determining the
moral and legal status of synthetic hu-
man embryos is complex. The ques-
tion arises as to whether they should
be granted the same rights and pro-
tections as natural human embryos.

¢ Human dignity: Synthetic human
embryos may be created solely for
research purposes, and there are con-
cerns about treating human lifeas a
mere resource or commodity. Critics
argue that the creation and manip-
ulation of embryos for experimen-
tation undermines human dignity
and respect for life.

« Consent and informed choice: Syn-
thetic human embryo research,
requiring genetic material donors,
prompts informed consent queries.

« Safety and potential harms: The risks
and potential harms associated with
creating and manipulating synthetic
human embryos need to be carefully
evaluated.

« Implications for human repro-
duction: The development of syn-
thetic human embryos could have
significant implications for human
reproduction, including assisted
reproductive technologies, genetic
engineering, and potential applica-
tions in cloning, which raise ethical
concerns about the potential for
misuse, exploitation, or unintended
consequences.

Difference Between Synthetic
Embryos and Cloning

Synthetic embryos and cloning are both
related to the field of reproductive biol-
ogy and involve the creation of organ-
isms, but they’re distinct processes with
different goals and methods.

Inbroad terms, syntheticembryos are
used for the purpose of research and may
not result in the production of a whole
organism, whereas the purpose of clon-
ing is toreproduce the entire organism.

In Focus Humanity

However, there may still be ethical
discussions surrounding the use of hu-
man cellular material and the potential
applications of synthetic embryos.

Synthetic embryos are typically cre-
ated through a combination of cellular
reprogramming techniques, such asin-
duced pluripotent stem cell technology,
and various laboratory procedures to
mimic the developmental processes of
anatural embryo.

Cloning involves the replication of an
entire organism or specific parts of it.
The most well-known method of clon-
ing is somatic cell nuclear transfer, by
which the nucleus of a somatic (nonre-
productive) cell is transferred into an
egg cell that has had its own nucleus
removed. This reconstructed egg is then
stimulated to develop into an embryo
and, under certain conditions, implant-
ed into a surrogate mother for further
development.

Particularly when applied to humans,
cloning raises numerous ethical ques-
tions and concerns. These include issues
related to individuality, identity, con-
sent, the potential for exploitation, and
the moral status of cloned individuals.

Both synthetic embryos and cloning
are active areas of scientific research,
and their regulations can vary across
different jurisdictions. Ethical and mor-
al considerations are crucial factors tobe
considered, especially in today’s society.

Ildem Akerman, associate professor of
functional genomics at the University of
Birmingham, said: “These findings [on
synthetichuman embryos] suggest that
we would soon develop the technology
to grow these cells beyond the 14 day
limit. ... Nevertheless, the ability to do
something does not justify doingit.” m

Scientists are
now conducting
research to create
embryo-like
structures from
human stem cells.
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The Gut
Microbiome
That Helps
You Live to
100

Researchers take a closer
look at intestinal bacteria
foundin Japanese
centenarians

By George Citroner

ESEARCHERS DISCOV-

ered a distinct gut mi-

crobiome in examining

195 centenarians from

Japan and Sardinia that
may unlock the secret to this segment of
the population’s exceptional longevity,
anew study published in Nature Micro-
biology says.

This research represents a signifi-
cant leap forward in understanding
the pivotal role played by the gut mi-
crobiome in safeguarding health and
combating diseases.

“We are always eager to find out
why some people live extremely long
lives,” first author of the study Joachim
Johansen, from the Infectious Disease
and Microbiome Program at the Broad
Institute of MIT and Harvard, said in
a statement. “Previous research has
shown that the intestinal bacteria of old
Japanese citizens produce brand-new
molecules that make them resistant to
pathogenic—that is, disease-promot-
ing—microorganisms.”

Johansen further emphasized that
the protective properties of these peo-
ple’s unique microbiome likely contrib-
ute to their extended lifespans.

Viruses Play a Key Role
in Gut Health

The gut microbiome consists of trillions
of microorganisms (bacteria, viruses,
fungi) in the human digestive system.
Unlike other parts of the body, it’s high-
ly dynamic and responsive to environ-
mental factors, such as diet, medication,

The protective properties of the unique gut microbiomes of Japanese centenarians
likely contribute to their extended lifespans.

and stress.

Researchers found that viruses are
crucial in maintaining a healthy mi-
crobiome and overall health.

According to the study, among three
groups—younger adults, people be-
tween 60 and 99, and centenarians—
centenarians had the most diverse vi-
rome (collection of viruses), including
previously unknown viruses associated
with the gut bacteria Clostridia.

These viruses primarily infect bacte-
rial cells, and given the many bacterial
types in our intestines, there are nu-
merous bacterial viruses.

The researchers have already used a
specially designed algorithm to map the
intestinal bacteria and bacterial viruses

in centenarians, aiming to understand
the dynamics of the gut flora and iden-
tify beneficial bacteria for promoting
health and longevity.

Previous research has linked the
gut microbiome to various health out-
comes, such as obesity, heart disease,
and mental health issues. Although the
mechanisms aren’t fully understood,
microorganisms in the gut likely in-
fluence the immune system and other
organs to maintain healthy functioning
and protect against disease.

According to a recent study, when
a virus infects a gut bacterium, it can
enhance the bacterium’s strength. The
viruses found in healthy Japanese cen-
tenarians contained genes that boosted
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bacteria and facilitated the transfor-
mation of specific molecules in the in-
testines, stabilizing the gut flora and
reducing inflammation.

The Importance
of Hydrogen Sulfide

In an email interview with The Epoch
Times, Colby Kash, chief operating officer
and co-founder of Camelot BioCapital and
author of “The Autoimmune Plague: How
toRegain Sovereignty Over Your Body and
Life,” noted the importance of a specific
substance associated with a virus identi-
fied inthe centenarian microbiome study.

“The additional genes [found in the
viruses] supported the production of
hydrogen sulfide, which is known to
have a beneficial longevity effect in the
right amounts,” Kash said.

According to research, fasting en-
courages hydrogen sulfide production,
which may be why it shows certain
health benefits.

This compound supports intestinal re-
silience and resistance to gut pathogens.

How Microbiome Changes,
Aging Influence Each Other

Does the degradation of the microbi-
ome cause the aging process, or does the
aging process cause the degradation of
the microbiome?

Similar to how the microbiome dif-
fers inthose who are overweight or have
certain autoimmune diseases, it seems
that there’s atwo-way relationship, Kash
told The Epoch Times.

“Aging may contribute to a shift in mi-
crobiome, and microbiome shifts may
contribute to aging,” he said.

Kash also said the disease state and
signaling in the rest of the body can
influence the microbiome and that an
imbalanced microbiome can contribute
to overall health issues.

For example, individuals with
post-traumatic stress disorder ex-
perience the chronic release of neu-
rotransmitters and hormones because
of psychological trauma, which can
potentially alter the microbial envi-
ronment.

“While in the opposite direction, an
overgrowth of a pathogenicbacteria can
inhibit vagal nerve stimulation to the
brain, resulting in anxiety orinsomnia,”
he said.

“The intestinal

bacteria of old

Japanese citizens
produce brand-new
molecules that make

them resistant

to pathogenic

[microorganisms).”

Joachim Johansen,
senior scientist, Infectious Disease and
Microbiome Program, Broad Institute of MIT
and Harvard

Adiet rich in fermented
Joods, such as yogurt,
kefir, fermented cottage
cheese, and kimchi, has
been found to enhance
microbiome diversity.

Science Research

How Modern Medicine
May Be Hurting the Gut

Several factors stand out as potential
causes for microbiome changes as peo-
ple age, including a sedentary lifestyle,
decreased production of hormones such
as testosterone and growth hormone,
and antibiotics use.

Arecent study revealed that although
antibiotic use has revolutionized med-
ical care, these drugs can significantly
affect microbiome health, adversely
affecting overall well-being.

Antibiotics disrupt the microbial bal-
ance, compromising both the network-
ing within the bacterial community and
the host-microbiota relationship. This
disruption leads to the emergence of
antibiotic-resistant bacteria, making
clinical treatment challenging.

Science-Backed Ways
to Improve the Gut Microbiome

Kash highlighted the significance of
a diverse and robust microbiome, ex-
plaining that it fosters stability and en-
ables beneficial microbes to outcompete
harmful ones.

According to Kash, the study pub-
lished in Nature Microbiology identi-
fied a health-boosting effect that can be
promoted by modifying eating patterns.

“The paper mentioned the virome
led to an increase in lytic activity,” he
said. “This is when the body recycles old
damaged cells and organelles. This can
also be achieved via fasting.”

Other ways to improve the gut micro-
biome include:

- Eating a diverse diet: Recent research
suggests that a diverse diet leads to a
more diverse and adaptable microbi-
ome.It’sadvised to consume a range of
plant- and animal-based foods.

« Focusing on plant-based foods: Benefi-
cial bacteria such as Bifidobacteria can
reduce intestinal inflammation and
promote gut health. Consuming fruits
and vegetables has been show to in-
crease Bifidobacterialevels in humans.

- Eating fermented foods: A 10-week
diet rich in fermented foods, such
as yogurt, kefir, fermented cottage
cheese, and kimchi, has been found to
enhance microbiome diversity and im-
prove immune responses, according
to Stanford University researchers. m
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Research on 5G radiation
has shown that the waves

could penetrate the
skin by approximately
0.9 millimeters when
transmitted from 10

centimeters (4 inches) away.
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WHY ARE SCIENTISTS

CONCERNED ABOUT 5G?

3 out of every 4 nonindustry-sponsored research
papers show an effect

-

REBECCA CONWAY/GETTY IMAGES

INCE MOTOROLA INTRO-
duced the first cordless
handheld phone in the
early 1970s, cellphones
and wireless devices
have become ingrained
in our lives. They have
evolved significantly,
from basic texting to streaming videos
and games.

Telecommunication networks, which
use electromagnetic radiation to trans-
mit information, have also advanced
from the now-defunct 1G, which only
supported voice calls, to the latest
fifth-generation technology standard
(5G) that promises high-speed data
transfers.

However, alongside these advance-
ments, concerns have emerged regard-
ing potential health effects, with 5G
being particularly controversial.

While telecom companies and regu-
latory agencies assert that no scientific
evidence links cellphone radiation to

health problems, many experts dis-
agree. In 2017, 180 international scien-
tists and doctors petitioned the Euro-
pean Union to conduct an independent
assessment of the potential health risks
associated with 5G.

But how severe are these risks?

Doubts About Wireless
Telecommunication
Even Before 5G

Studies conducted since the 1970s have
suggested possible links between cell-
phoneradiation and health issues such
as infertility, neuropsychiatric prob-
lems, cancer, and inflammation.

Questions About Funding

However, studies on the effects of cell-
phone radiation have yielded incon-
sistent findings, with some variations
depending on the funding sources of
the studies.

Research professor Henry Lai from
the University of Washington had pre-
viously examined 200 studies on the
biological effects of cellphone-related
radiation. He found that approximately
half of the studies reported no biologi-
cal link, while the other half indicated
a possible association.

“When you look at the non-industry
sponsored research, it’s about 3 to 1—3
out of every 4 papers shows an effect,”
Lai said. “Then, if you look at the indus-
try-funded research, it’s almost oppo-
site—only 1out of every 4 papers shows
an effect.”

Animal Studies

Animal studies have implicated poten-
tial health risks in 2G, 3G, and 4G tech-
nologies.

A study published in 2018 by the Na-
tional Institute of Environmental Health
Sciences found that highlevels of 2G and
3G radiation were associated with an
increased risk of cancer and adverse ef-
fects on DNA in rats. The study found
thatrats and mice exposed to that type
of radiation exhibited DNA damage in
their brains and blood cells, clear evi-
dence of heart tumors, and lower birth
weightsin the case of prenatal exposure.

But the study acknowledged limita-
tions due to the use of abnormally high
radiationlevels that don’t reflect real-life
exposure scenarios.

“The exposures used in the studies
cannot be compared directly to the ex-
posure that humans experience when
using a cellphone,” said John Bucher, a
senior scientist at the National Toxicolo-

In Focus Technology

gy Program and co-author of the study.

However, increasing exposure levels
can expedite research on long-term
risks without requiring lifelong stud-
ies, Martin Pall, professor emeritus of
biochemistry and medical sciences at
Washington State University, told The
Epoch Times. Still, most studies hav-
en’t found conclusive evidence linking
cellphone radiation to adverse health
effects.

Brain Tumors

Studies on cellphone radiation pub-
lished before the 5G rollout in 2019
demonstrated that placing phones near
the ear resulted in the absorption of ra-
diation by brain tissues inside the skull.

Some research has suggested a poten-
tial correlation between high cellphone
usage and glioblastoma, a type of brain
cancer. According to a Swedish analysis,
long-term cellphone users, those who've
had phones for more than 1o years, face
an elevated risk of developing benign tu-
mors. Notably, theriskis highest on the
side of the head that comes into contact
with the phone.

Nevertheless, the causal relationship
remains uncertain.

Studies investigating residents liv-
ing near cellphone towers and base ¢

A medical technician examines an MRI scan of a patient. Some research has
suggested a potential correlation between high cellphone usage and brain cancer.
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In Focus Technology

stations have reported complaints of
neuropsychiatric problems, including
headaches, memory issues, dizziness,
depression, and insomnia.

Is 5G Worse Than Its
Predecessors?

Is 5G worse than its predecessors? The
short answer is scientists don’t know.

While 2G, 3G, and 4G transmit radio
frequency and microwave radiation, 5G
emits millimeter wave radiation.

Millimeter wave radiation differs
from microwave and radio wave radi-
ation, operating at a higher frequency
and facilitating faster signal transmis-
sion. However, the potential health
effects of millimeter wave radiation
remain unknown due to a lack of gov-
ernment-funded studies.

What scientists do know is that, un-
like microwave cellular radiation, milli-
meter waves can’t deeply penetrate the
body. Consequently, many scientists
believe that 5G is safe.

While millimeter waves offer faster
speeds, their high frequency makes
them weaker and thus susceptible to
blockage by leaves, rainwater, and walls.
To ensure complete coverage, telecom-
munication companies must deploy
more 5G antennas. However, since these
antennas also transmit 2G, 3G, and 4G
signals, the extensive rollout of 5G pos-
es a potential health risk.

Magda Havas, who has a doctorate in

“If you look at the industry-funded
research ... only 1 out of every 4
papers shows an effect [of cellphone-

related radiation].”

Henry Lai, professor, University of Washington

environmental toxicology, is an emerita
professor specializing in the health ef-
fects of electromagnetic radiation, and
isasignatory of the EU moratorium, ex-
pressed concerns regarding 5G rollouts.

“What they’re doing is they’re rolling
out antennas every roughly 100 me-
tersinurban areas,” she told The Epoch
Times. “People are going to be exposed
tomuch higherlevels of the normal [3G
and 4G] frequencies that they were al-
ready exposed to, plus the additional
millimeter waves that have not been
tested for any kind of long-term health
effects.”

Health Effects of
5G Millimeter Waves

The health effects of 5G are still a topic of
debate, but Pall and Havas suggest that
its millimeter radiation might have the
potential to induce health issues.
Although 5G’s millimeter waves may
be unable to penetrate the body, they can
still be absorbed by the skin. Havas said
that ultraviolet lights don't penetrate
thebody but can cause skin melanomas.

A study conducted in 2020 on 5G ra-
diation demonstrated that the waves
could penetrate the skin by approxi-
mately 0.9 millimeters when transmit-
ted from 10 centimeters (4 inches) away.

Although this depth is shallower
compared to 4G and 3G, the radiation
intensity was significantly higher.
Furthermore, 0.9 millimeters may not
even be considered shallow. According
to a 2008 study on millimeter waves, a
penetration depth of 0.65 millimeters is
sufficient “to affect most skin structures
located in the epidermis and dermis,”
the authors wrote.

“It’s been shown in a number of dif-
ferent studies that if you look at differ-
ent kinds of cells—and we have many
different types of cells in our body—
you'll find that some cell types are much
much more sensitive to EMF (radiation)
than others,” Pall said.

He further emphasized that biolog-
ical heterogeneity must be considered
and that simple physics can't be used
to make accurate predictions about bi-
ological effects.

While the long-term health effects of
5G remain unknown, Pall has conduct-
ed research showing that millimeter
waves can trigger biological responses
by altering the cells’ electrical charges.

As telecommunications networks
evolve and 5G promises faster speeds
and greater connectivity, the need
to understand the effects on human
health becomes increasingly important.
The debate surrounding the potential
health effects of 5G technology con-
tinues to be a subject of concern and
controversy. m

The potential health effects of 5G
millimeter wave radiation remain
unknown because of a lack of
government-funded studies.
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BLAMING CAPITALISM

The media depict the market
economy as being on its

deathbed.

DEATH THREATS
AND BOMB SCARES

The CCP’s repression reaches New
York and everywhere else.

The U.S. flag flies in front of
shipping cranes and containers
in Long Beach, Calif., on March 4,
2019. Establishment media in the
ited States will use any excuseto

>4

BANK REGULATORS
WANT NEW POWERS

Were the bank failures
caused by a lack of sufficient
oversight power?
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Blaming Capitalism

The media depict the market economy as being on its deathbed
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HE SUNDAY NEW YORK

Times two weeks ago

featured a lead, front-page

article titled “Failures

of Globalization Shatter
Long-Held Beliefs,” rattling off a litany
that included COVID-19, Russia’s in-
vasion of Ukraine, the Trump admin-
istration’s tariff-based pushback on
China’s economic warfare against the
free world, the 40-year-high inflation
coinciding with President Joe Biden’s
big-spending presidency, global warm-
ing, and financial inequality, and then
crowed in not so many words that the
culprit is capitalism.

We've been here before, of course.

If you take the word of mainstream
media, the market economy always
seems to be on its deathbed, but reports
of its impending expiration are greatly
exaggerated. For one thing, the under-
lying premise of the high-profile Sun-
day NY Times article is flawed. It began
with a slap-happy 2018 quote from In-
ternational Monetary Fund Managing
Director Christine Lagarde, who told
supposedly “jubilant” attendees of the
World Economic Forum in Davos that
“the current global economy, where it
stands, is in a very sweet spot.”

But Lagarde actually also
warned about politicians falling prey
to complacency, and economic and
political events causing medium or
long-term volatility.

The next part of the NY Times’ faulty
premise comes from its citing a new
World Bank analysis titled “Falling
Long-Term Growth Prospects: Trends,
Expectations, and Policies.” The news-
paper cites the report’s warning that
“nearly all the economic forces that
powered progress and prosperity over
the last three decades are fading” and
that “the result could be alost decade in
the making ... for the whole world.”

What the NY Times failed to note was
the report’s recommended remedy.

In the section titled “Trends are not

destiny: Policies to boost potential
growth,” the analysis emphasizes that
“it is possible to reverse the slowdown
in potential growth through structural
policy interventions. Structural policies
associated with higher physical capital
investment, improved human capital,
and faster labor-supply growth could
raise potential growth by 0.7 percent-
age point a year in 2022-30” both
globally as well as in emerging markets
and developing economies, offsetting a
projected 0.4 percent decline.

Reports of the market
economy’s impending
expiration are greatly
exaggerated.

In other words, the solution is
more—not less—capitalism.

The so-called “paper of record”
contended that during COVID-19, “the
ceaseless drive to integrate the global
economy and reduce costs left health
care workers without face masks and
medical gloves” and caused shortages
elsewhere in the economy. But how
exactly would nonintegration have
left us with a more responsive supply
chain? And, once again, government is
to blame for much of the shortages.

Reporters for The Associated Press
and PBS noted in the fall of 2020 that
manufacturers were worried about suf-
fering significant losses if they invest-
ed millions of dollars in machinery, raw
materials, hiring new employees, and
finding new factory space “to churn out
a product projected to have a short-
lived demand, without assurances that
the government will continue to buy
their meltblown textile after the need
for [N95 mechanical filter respirators]
recedes post-pandemic.” They quot-
ed Federal Emergency Management
Agency Supply Chain Stabilization Task
Force chief Rear Adm. John Polowczyk

as saying, “I'm not going to sit here and
tell you that we’re going to guarantee
purchases in 2021 or whatever date you
pick.” While he was at it, Polowczyk
denied that there even were shortages.

Next, the NY Times declaimed, “The
idea that trade and shared economic
interests would prevent military con-
flicts was trampled last year under the
boots of Russian soldiers in Ukraine.”
It’s hard to imagine who this side of the
discredited Francis Fukuyama (cited
by the Times) is being accused here of
believing that more capitalism around
the world had set in place some pseu-
do-Marxist “end point of mankind’s
ideological evolution,” to a “post-histor-
ical” world order featuring an enforce-
able “transnational rule of law.” Neither
the ballot box nor the cable TV box, nor
the smartphone armed with the Am-
azon app and its choice of more than
350 million products for sale, has put an
end to aggressors and oppressors in the
world—be they in Russia, the Middle
East, or North Korea.

The remainder of the supposed
chinks in the free market armor also
don’t bear scrutiny. The reemergence
of serious inflation after the COVID-19
lockdowns can obviously be blamed
not on business but on Biden and
Congress’s yanking the economy from
park to fifth gear via a nearly $5 trillion
spending spree.

The real failures of globalism don’t
reflect poorly on the free market at
all but on the socialist enterprise—
elites’ attempts to move beyond trade
channels between countries in hopes
of weaning the masses away from their
quaint attachments to nationality and
local self-government, their preferences
for the individual freedom of cars they
own to communal mass transit the
state owns, and a long list of unquanti-
fiables that don’t always make sense to
governmental bureaucracies but bring
joy to people’s lives and should be kept
off limits from state meddling.
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Death Threats and Bomb Scares

The CCP’s repression reaches New York and everywhere else

HINA'S TRANSNATION-

al repression is hitting

New Yorkers. On June 21,

a former New York City

cop, Michael McMahon,
was convicted of acting as an illegal
Chinese agent and stalking and intim-
idating a New Jersey resident.

The victim, Xu Jin, was a former of-
ficial from Wuhan, China. McMahon
was hired as a private investigator
to surveil Xu. The former sergeant
allegedly got paid for his crimes,
including a $5,000 wad of cash from
a Chinese official in a Panera Bread
restaurant.

Bread, indeed. Plenty of it.

Through surveillance and intimi-
dation, Beijing sought to pressure Xu
into returning to China. The Chinese
Communist Party (CCP) held Xu’s wife
and children as virtual hostages. They
weren't allowed to leave the country
and reunite the family.

One of McMahon'’s co-defendants
allegedly posted a threatening note on
Xu’s front door: “If you are willing to
go back to the mainland and spend 10
years in prison, your wife and chil-
dren will be all right.”

Shocking allegations of transnation-
al repression such as this are on the
rise globally.

In the UK on June 12, Hongkongers
celebrated the fourth anniversary of
the 2019 democracy protests. Resist-
ing communist China’s infiltration
and political influence was a theme of
the anniversary rallies.

Two people celebrating in South-
ampton, about 75 miles southwest
of London, were physically attacked
by pro-Beijing thugs as they left a
rally. The thugs later posted a video
of their attack, apparently assured of
no accountability for their apparent
criminality.

So far, they're correct.

On June 18, an incisive 60 Minutes
Australia production by Laura Spark-

es and Tara Brown detailed multiple
alleged transgressions by the CCP’s
“international shadow police force,” in-
cluding in the Netherlands and Poland.
Beijing apparently targeted an aca-
demic, a journalist, an artist, two activ-
ists, and the mother of one of the activ-
ists. Chinese agents sent fake letters in
their victims’ names that threatened
violence or career-ending character
assassination. Two of the CCP scams
resulted in false arrests. Some of the
victims received death threats.

The CCP wants the world
to cooperate with its
version of transnational
law, which is actually
totalitarianism.

The parents of a Netherlands-based
activist, Wang Xiyu, were detained
for more than a year in a CCP attempt
to force him to surrender to a secret
Chinese police station in Rotterdam,
Netherlands—one of more than 100
identified by the nonprofit organiza-
tion Safeguard Defenders. The over-
seas police outposts were established
in more than 50 countries around the
world, including in New York City, Par-
is, Vancouver, and Sydney. CCP police
stations can also be found in Japan,
South Korea, and Peru. The stations
are used to collect intelligence and
even forcibly repatriate Chinese dissi-
dents to China to be imprisoned.

Drew Pavlou, an Australian activist
and critic of Beijing, received dozens
of death threats. On a trip to London,
he was arrested based on a fake bomb
scare in his name against the Chinese
Embassy. He had nothing to do with it.

Pavlou and his mother, Vanessa,
were both subsequently threatened
with an AU$50,000 bounty on their
heads. Beijing’s thugs attacked Va-
nessa’s character, apparently in an

attempt to get her fired.

“I'm always looking over my shoul-
der,” Vanessa told 60 Minutes. “But I
just try to live a normal life because
otherwise, they win, don’t they?”

Andrew Phelan, one of the two
Australians who suffered false arrest,
was also featured on 60 Minutes. He
called the arrest “surreal, incredibly
confronting.”

“It was horrible,” he said. “I wouldn’t
wish it on my worst enemy.”

Phelan said he believes that the
CCP’s intelligence service was behind
his arrest and that he’s angry “that
this is done from the shadows, anon-
ymously.” He said the regime targets
Westerners who are publicly critical of
the CCP.

The CCP wants the world to cooper-
ate with its version of transnational
law, which is actually totalitarianism,
up to and including genocide when it
deems fit.

It should go without saying that
cooperation with totalitarianism is
dangerous for democracy. The CCP is
an unelected regime and has no right
to govern China, much less expect
cooperation in doing so or imposing
its rule abroad. The CCP’s methods are
terroristic, so recognizing CCP law is
tantamount to rewarding terrorism.

Victor Gao, a former diplomat from
China, implied on 60 Minutes that
those who violate Beijing’s interpre-
tation of the “One China” policy, that
Taiwan is an integral part of mainland
China, are unsafe. He told 60 Minutes
that for violators, “there will be no
free haven anywhere in the world ...
sooner or later justice may be served.”

The regime in Beijing conceives of
“justice” as its own global hegemony.
Therefore, democracies and our allies
must take the strongest possible steps
against each case of transnational
repression. We must stop the mi-
cro-expansion and normalization of
the CCP’s reach and control.
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Real Estate Crosscurrents

Housing is caught between downward and upward pressures

FTER MONTHS OF DE-
cline, May’s report on
homebuilding showed a
surge in activity. This
news gives evidence
of the emergence of the crosscurrents
that inflation often brings to the resi-
dential real estate market.

On one side is the depressing effect
of rising mortgage rates. Running
counter is the attraction of real
estate as an inflation hedge. The
emergence of this second current
should moderate the ill effects of
high and rising mortgage rates on
homebuilding and the economy
generally. That’s a welcome trend. At
the same time, the use of real estate
to hedge inflation shows that people
expect general inflationary pressures
to last, and those expectations will
make the Federal Reserve’s inflation
fight more difficult.

Without recognizing these cross-
currents, the flow of data on residen-
tial real estate would seem contra-
dictory and confusing. Consider that
new home construction hit a high in
2021 when mortgage rates hovered
at historic lows and the effects of
the COVID-19 pandemic on lifestyles
were still fresh. That year saw more
than 1.6 million new homes started,
almost a record.

Homebuilding activity began to
fall after the Fed started its anti-infla-
tion interest rate increases in March
2022. With the cost of financing
rising and affordability declining,
building activity fell by more than 20
percent from the 2021 high to April
this year. But in May, the Commerce
Department reported a 9.5 percent
jump in new housing starts.

This sudden turn could, of course,
reflect the variability of monthly
statistics, but more likely, it speaks
to the development of something
more fundamental. It certainly could
not reflect the Fed’s June decision to

pause in its pattern of raising inter-
est rates. Rather, it shows that almost
regardless of financing costs, people
are reaching for real estate to protect
their financial position.

When inflation becomes endemic,
or at least when people believe it has,
as seems to be the case today, real
estate holds two unique allures that
can overcome the effect of rising
mortgage rates.

Almost regardless of
financing costs, people
are reaching for real
estate to protect their
financial position.

First, ownership fixes the price of a
significant part of the household bud-
get. Whether a person owns property
free and clear or has a mortgage with
areasonably stable interest rate, stabi-
lizing the cost of shelter has an espe-
cially welcome effect when the cost of
living is otherwise rising rapidly.

Second, history shows that real
estate values more than keep up with
inflation and, in most cases, outstrip
the returns on other forms of invest-
ment. During the most recent great
inflation, of the 1970s and 1980s, for
example, inflation averaged a crush-
ing 6.2 percent a year for the two de-
cades. Residential real estate values
gained 8.7 percent a year on average
during that stretch of time, fully 2.5
percentage points faster than the
rising cost of living. On both counts,
buying looks attractive even if the
person must stretch to shoulder the
cost of financing.

The mitigating effect of this hedge
buying should moderate the ill
effects of high and rising mortgage
rates on the residential real estate
market. That will make life less
onerous for builders and real estate

agents. That moderating effect will
also extend to the economy at large.
Welcome as this influence is, howev-
er, the inflation expectations under-
lying this drive for a real estate hedge
carry their own unrelated ill effects.
These inflation expectations will
impart a complicating momentum
to actual inflation, giving it a kind of
life of its own.

In addition to improving the
appeal of home ownership, gener-
ally held inflation expectations will
prompt earners to demand wage
hikes to get ahead of anticipated
price increases. Such expectations
will also prompt managers to grant
such demands on the expectation
that they will be able to compensate
the bottom line by easily raising
prices. The momentum this behavior
imparts to inflation makes the Fed’s
job of countering price pressures
much more difficult than it would
otherwise be.

However hard or easy the Fed’s job,
the existence of these crosscurrents
should, for the time being, catch
residential building and buying
activity in a kind of stasis. On the
one hand, the Fed’s determina-
tion to bring inflation back to its 2
percent target will impel monetary
policymakers to keep interest rates,
including mortgage rates, high for
the foreseeable future and, given Fed
Chairman Jerome Powell’s recent
remarks, probably raise them still
higher in the months to come. Those
actions will put downward pressure
on buying and building activity. At
the same time, the allure of home
ownership, despite increased financ-
ing costs, will create an upward push
in buying and building. Activity in
residential real estate will accord-
ingly suffer little further correction
but no recovery and instead bounce
around recent lows for the foresee-
able future.
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Bank Regulators Want New Powers

Were the bank failures caused by a lack of sufficient oversight power?

N THE WAKE OF THE

failure of several region-

al banks, lawmakers are

furiously at work drafting

new bills to give regulato-
ry authorities more control over
banks. But some experts say that
bank regulators already had all the
power they needed, but failed to use
it effectively.

“Every time we have a crisis on
our hands, the regulatory agencies
come out and say, ‘We need addi-
tional powers,” Jelena McWilliams,
former FDIC chairman, told attend-
ees at a Cato conference on bank
regulation earlier this month. “And
then you ask them, what is it in your
arsenal of powers that you don’t
have or that you couldn’t use?”

Regulatory experts speaking at
the conference disputed the cur-
rent narrative that the failures of
Silicon Valley Bank (SVB), Signa-
ture Bank and First Republic Bank
occurred because regulators lacked
sufficient oversight power. Since
passing the 2010 Dodd-Frank Act in
response to the mortgage crisis, 18
different capital standards have tri-
pled the total capital requirements
on larger banks.

Today, the Federal Reserve, the
Federal Deposit Insurance Corpo-
ration (FDIC), and the Office of the
Comptroller of the Currency (OCC)
are working to mandate an addition-
al 20 percent higher capital require-
ment, which some analysts fear will
cause lending to contract further.

“Over the last week, we've had
multiple bills come out of the
Senate. And one of those is co-spon-
sored by Sens. [Tim] Scott and [Sher-
rod] Brown on the Senate Banking
Committee,” Norbert Michel,
director of Cato’s Center for Mon-
etary and Financial Alternatives,
said. “Another is by Sens. [Elizabeth]
Warren and JD Vance. And then to-

One significant problem
with new regulatory
proposals is that with
every financial crisis,
Congress hands more
lawmaking power over to
federal bureaucrats.

day, [Rep.] Maxine Waters, [the] House
Financial Services ranking member,
introduced not one, but 12 bills.”

Most of these bills would give
agencies the power to claw back
executive compensation that is paid
out several years prior to a bank
collapse, Michel said.

However, according to McWilliams,
the Fed, the OCC and the FDIC already
have those powers. Some who want
new powers for regulators have
blamed the 2018 Economic Growth,
Regulatory Relief and Consumer
Protection Act (S.2155), which light-
ened some regulations on smaller
U.S. banks.

“People say, ‘It’s the rollback of
S.2155 that caused this, and then when
you couldn’t find the real nexus from
the provisions that were rolled back
to what happened with Silicon Valley
Bank, then they said, ‘it’s the execu-

tives’ comp,” McWilliams said.

“The truth of the matter is, none of
that would have prevented what hap-
pened, which is a good old-fashioned
bank run. It was literally the same
thing that happened in the ‘30s, peo-
ple lining up—this time electronical-
ly—to get their money out.”

Michel blamed inaction, not lack
of authority, for the problems.

“As youread the reports, there was
no mystery; everybody was talking
about it—both the Fed at SVB and
the FDIC at Signature—were talking
about this for years, about the so-
called lapses, and they just really
didn’t do anything about it,” Michel
said. “It isn’t that they didn’t have
the authority to do anything. For
whatever reason, they didn’t.”

According to former Rep. Jeb Hen-
sarling (R-Texas), who was chairman
of the House Financial Services Com-
mittee, another significant problem
with new regulatory proposals is
that with every financial crisis, Con-
gress hands more lawmaking power
over to federal bureaucrats.

“The sheer volume ... of discre-
tionary power that has now been
outsourced from Article I of the
Constitution to Article IT is abso-
lutely frightening,” Hensarling said,
referring to the clauses that separate
powers between the legislative and
executive branches. “Would they
use this discretion for the purpose
of which it was designed, or will it be
used to further politicize financial
regulation, which we are seeing from
the FDIC, to the OCC, to the Fed?

“We go through this cycle of
financial crisis, then we increase
regulation. By increasing regulation,
we increase bailouts; by increasing
bailouts, we have less market disci-
pline. Then we have more boom-bust
cycles, which takes us back to creat-
ing even more regulatory authority.
It’s just lather, rinse, repeat.”
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Economic Surprise Index Plummets

Economic data aren’t beating estimates as much as they used to

NVESTOR SENTIMENT IS

clearly bullish. The CNN Fear

and Greed Index for June 18,

2023, stood at 82, which signals

“extreme greed.” Thisis a
drastic, optimistic move after closing
at “greed” (56 over 100) a month before
and “extreme fear” (17 over 100) only a
year ago.

However, in the same period, the
Citi global economic surprise index
declined 12 points, with the eurozone
component collapsing 123 points. The
U.S. economic surprise index has also
declined by 13 points.

The disastrous performance of the
eurozone, which fell into recession
in the first quarter, is also happening
while this economic region enjoys
significant tailwinds: Declining energy
and commodity prices have supported
the euro area’s gross domestic product,
boosting the external component be-
cause of meaningfully lower imports.
Furthermore, the eurozone should
benefit from the expected positive
impact of the massive Next Generation
EU stimulus plan.

None of those effects have helped,
however, which proves yet again that
massive government stimulus plans
hardly boost growth and productivity
and are often directed to politically
favored sectors with little real effect on
jobs or growth.

This is hardly a surprise, as the Junck-
er Plan, an investment plan for Europe
that was launched in 2014, and the
U.S. Growth and Jobs Plan of 2009 also
failed to deliver any multiplier effect.
The eurozone is a chain of government
stimulus plans that yield no real eco-
nomic return as productivity growth
continues to be exceedingly poor, the
unemployment rate is twice that of
the United States, and growth simply
doesn’t take off.

It’s important to understand that the
negative trend in economic surprise
comes in the middle of two gigantic

The world ‘invested’
close to 20 percent of
its GDP in public and
monetary stimuli in
2020 to deliver a strong
recovery that never
happened.

stimulus plans, in the eurozone and the
United States, and with the benefit of
lower imports due to falling commod-
ity prices and rising exports thanks to
arobust China reopening, which may
have come below consensus estimates
but is still the driving force of global
growth alongside India.

Many blame rate increases for this
decline in macroeconomic figures rela-
tive to estimates. However, few seem to
blame the insanely negative real rates
and monster stimulus packages for this
poor economic return. Think about this
for a moment: The world “invested”
close to 20 percent of its GDP in public
and monetary stimuli in 2020 to deliv-
er a strong recovery that never hap-
pened and only received high inflation
and poor growth in return.

The spectacular failure of those
enormous stimulus plans is almost
never analyzed in academic papers
because it seems that some academics

have decided to avoid any study that

mildly questions governments and
their bloated spending. Stimulus plans
fail, and all we seem to hear when the

recovery is weak is that the problem

is the normalization of rates, not the

inexistent multiplier effect of these
giant government plans that leave an
unsustainable trail of higher debt and,

now, inflation.
Social programs have also failed.

The latest Eurostat figures show that

in 2022, 95.3 million people in the

European Union will be at risk of

poverty or social exclusion, equivalent

to 21.6 percent of the EU population.

In 2018, it was 109.2 million people, or
217 percent of the population. This is an
almost insignificant improvement con-
sidering the enormous social spending,
more than 2 trillion euros of stimulus,
and the increase in population.

Resorting to the old “it could have
been worse” argument makes no sense.
There’s plenty of evidence of better uses
of public money all over the world.

Interest-rate hikes haven't caused the
weakening of the eurozone economy;
giant government spending plans have.
There is no discernible improvement in
productivity or job creation other than
the return of tourism, and certainly no
fiscal multiplier. The growth trend is
simply back to where it was in Decem-
ber 2019, when the eurozone was on the
verge of recession but with a signifi-
cantly larger debt burden.

The balance sheet of the G-4 central
banks has just declined by a small 9.5
percent after soaring 78 percent in
2020-21. Rate hikes have only corrected
the economic aberration of negative
rates. Normalization of monetary
policy is happening slowly, and central
banks remain hugely accommodative.
Some investors may expect a mirage
bounce from government programs
that have proven to generate no real
improvement numerous times, but it
won'’t happen.
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China-Middle East Ties

EVs are a major area of collaboration between China and Gulf states

HE FIREWORKS WERE

flying during the recent

China and Gulf Coop-

eration Council (GCC)

summit in Riyadh,
Saudi Arabia.

Several high-profile business deals
were announced between the Chinese
Communist Party (CCP) in Beijing
and the GCC—traditionally and until
recently a strong ally of the United
States—that could help shape the land-
scape of international investments in
the future.

On one side, we have the Arab states,
a collection of oil-rich nations with a
large young population and cash to in-
vest; on the other side, we have China,
a manufacturing powerhouse with an
aging population and a desperation for
economic diversification and growth.

The biggest deal announced was
a $5.6 billion investment in Chinese
electric vehicle (EV) maker Human
Horizons—which makes cars under
the HiPhi brand in China—by the Saudi
Arabia Ministry of Investment. Saudi
Arabia’s plan is to use Human Horizons’
technology to boost its domestic elec-
tric vehicle manufacturing capabilities.

That deal alone accounted for more
than half of the $10 billion in value
announced in deals across real estate,
health care, agriculture, and technol-
ogy. As of 2021, China had contributed
more than $23 billion in foreign direct
investment in Saudi Arabia.

EVs are a big area of cooperation be-
tween the Gulf states and China. Last
week, the government of Abu Dhabi,
United Arab Emirates, announced a
$1 billion investment in Chinese EV
maker NIO through CYVN Holdings, a
mobility-focused investment platform
backed by the Abu Dhabi government.

These are just the latest devel-
opments of economic cooperation
between the Middle East and China.
For example, Abu Dhabi’s sovereign
wealth fund, Mubadala has an office

The cash-rich Middle
East nations are pivoting
to China during a time
that China critically
needs foreign investment
dollars.

in Beijing and as early as 2015 com-
mitted $10 billion to a fund to invest
in projects in China. Qatar and Kuwait
also have significant investments in
Chinese companies.

To alesser extent, Chinese firms also
announced investments in Gulf states
during the June summit. Saudi ASK
Group and the China National Geolog-
ical & Mining Corp. agreed on a $500
million deal to mine copper in Saudi
Arabia. And in another $533 million
deal, Zhonghuan International Group
(Hong Kong) agreed to jointly invest
in an iron production facility in Saudi
Arabia with AMR ALuwlaa Company.

The cash-rich Middle East nations
are pivoting to China during a time
when China critically needs foreign
investment dollars.

We previously covered the precari-
ous situation facing the Chinese econ-
omy. To execute CCP boss Xi Jinping’s
vision for Chinese self-sustainability
and technological innovation, Beijing

desperately needs foreign cash.

And partnering with resource-rich
Gulf nations grants China a secure sup-
ply of oil and gas should the country’s
growing demand for resources resume.

Investments from the United States
have become more politically fraught
after recent CCP raids on Chinese
offices of U.S. firms such as consultancy
Bain & Co,, eliciting complaints from
the American Chamber of Commerce
in Shanghai. U.S. venture capital firm
Sequoia Capital recently announced
plans to split off its Chinese investment
subsidiary into an independent firm.

However, Middle East funding lends
a valuable lifeline for Chinese compa-
nies both domestically and in their
ambitions of growing abroad. The NIO
investment would specifically propel
its international operations, potential-
ly accelerating its plans to sell EVs in
the U.S. market.

It also comes during a time when the
Biden administration has increasingly
antagonized the Middle East, specif-
ically Saudi Arabia, while undoing
some of the progress that President
Donald Trump made with Saudi
Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman.

For example, Saudi Arabia Public
Investment Fund’s announced merger
with the U.S. PGA Tour and the DP
World Tour to gain control of the
biggest U.S. golfleague has generated
criticism from U.S. mainstream media.
Senate Finance Committee Chairman
Ron Wyden (D-Ore.) unveiled a Senate
investigation into the matter.

The U.S. government has also criti-
cized OPEC countries’ decision to cut
oil production in 2022 and early 2023.

This effectively encourages some
of the strongest BRICs (Brazil, Rus-
sia, India, China, and South Africa)
economies (and past U.S. allies) to seek
closer relationships with China and
Russia and plays right into the hands
of the CCP, which is aiming for global
superpower hegemony.
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Alan Dershowitz on
the Impact of the
‘Get Trump’ Mentality

‘If you are the president, or you're running for
president, the case against you better be very strong’
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“ USTICE THURGOOD

Marshall said the First

Amendment has two

sides: the right to speak

and the right to hear,”
says Alan Dershowitz, professor emer-
itus at Harvard Law School, “and the
right to hear is just as important as the
right to speak.”

In a recent episode of “American
Thought Leaders,” host Jan Jekielek
and Dershowitz discuss the cases be-
ing litigated against former President
Donald Trump, his legal vulnerabili-
ties, and the broader assault on civil
liberties. Dershowitz is the author of a
new book, “Get Trump: The Threat to
Civil Liberties, Due Process, and Our
Constitutional Rule of Law.”

JAN JEKIELEK: The erosion of civil
liberties is one of the themes through-
out your book. Where do you see this
being most acute or problematic at the
moment?

ALAN DERSHOWITZ: The title of
my book “Get Trump” comes from the
campaign promises of the attorney
general and the district attorney of
New York. They both campaigned on
the promise to get Trump, regardless
of the facts. “Show us the man, and
we’ll find you the crime,” as Beria said
to Stalin.

These two elected officials, both
of whom I know and like personally,
decided that the most important
thing for their election, and now their
reelection, is to assure the American
public that Trump will not be allowed
to run for president.

They investigated and investigated.
The attorney general of New York
found nothing criminal and didn’t
go after him criminally. The district
attorney of New York, Alvin Bragg,
made up a crime never before used
in American history, that is, fail-
ure to disclose an affair and paying
hush money to cover up that affair,
and then not listing it on corporate

Nation Profile

“I Young people] are living at a time
when free speech is being neglected,
due process is being ignored, the
Constitution is being stretched,
and criminal law is being abused.”

forms. The theory is, “He didn’t
disclose it because he was trying to
cheat on his taxes two years hence
or because he was trying to cheat on
electoral rules.” It’s all speculative.
It’s the worst indictment I've seen in
60 years of practicing and teaching
criminal law.

When a Democrat who is elect-
ed goes after the man who'’s about
to run against his boss—the head
Democrat, Joe Biden, whom I intend
to vote for—when you go after the
man who’s running against him,
you'd better have the strongest case
in American history. Instead, they
have the weakest case in American
history. It’s weaponizing our crim-
inal justice system for partisan and
political ends.

MR. JEKIELEK: James Comer, the
head of the House Oversight Commit-
tee, said that he has subpoenaed the
FBI director to turn over this unclas-
sified document, which he believes,
based on whistleblower informa-
tion, will show a criminal scheme
that perhaps President Biden or his
family were involved in. The reason
I'm asking about this right now: This
also involves a sitting president. It
involves potential political machina-

tions and potential criminal behavior.

At the same time, there’s the reality
of someone being a sitting president,
which you outlined in the book. How
do we deal with things like this?

MR.DERSHOWITZ: The law should
apply equally. No one is above, but
no one is below the law. We shouldn’t
have different rules. But in one sense,
we do have different rules. If you are
the president, or you're running for
president, the case against you better
be very strong.

Let the public decide. Let’s have
elections. Elections are unpredict-
able, but elections are the consti-
tutional method of deciding who
should be president—not some local
DA sitting in his office rummaging
through the statute books and trying
to figure out if there’s any conceiv-
able case against them—and if there
isn’t, then making one up.

We've never seen anything like
this in our history. It’s worse than
McCarthyism, because McCarthyism
looked to the past. It looked to find
the people that had been commu-
nists in the 1930s.

This new McCarthyism is much
worse, because it involves the fu-
ture—young people who will be our
next presidential candidates, who will
be the editors in The New York Times,
and who will be involved in the most
critical positions of government. They
are living at a time when free speech
is being neglected, due process is be-
ing ignored, the Constitution is being
stretched, and criminal law is being
abused. That’s a heck of a way to send
young people into positions of power
and governance. 3
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MR. JEKIELEK: [ can’t help but
think how a very significant portion
of the Trump presidency was spent
dealing with impeachments and
special counsel investigations into
Russiagate. Some people argue that it
ate up at least half of the time.

MR.DERSHOWITZ: It ate up some
time, there’s no doubt. I can give you
my own personal experience. In my
case, I agreed to represent President
Trump on the floor of the Senate on
the condition that he not in any way
interfere with my representation, that
I'm going to plan my defense, and I'm
not going to show it to him or his legal
team before I do it. Either he has to
trust me, or [ won'’t do it. He accepted
that condition.

We had no contact in the days
before I spoke for him on the floor of
the Senate. The next day, he called
and thanked me. But it did take
time and energy. There were calls
and meetings with his lawyers. In
both cases, the impeachments were
unconstitutional.

In the first case where I defended
him, the impeachment simply was
not for treason, bribery or other high
crimes and misdemeanors. In the sec-
ond case, it was for protected speech,
speech that was protected under the
First Amendment.

The Democrats in Congress acted
unconstitutionally in going after
Donald Trump, which is why I became
involved in the first case. I didn’t
become involved in the second case
for two reasons. First, I don’t generally
represent people a second time. I like
to represent people only once.

Second, I did not want to be in-
volved in any claims that the election
was unfair. I think the election was
perfectly reasonable. I think that
Trump lost legitimately, and Biden
won legitimately

MR. JEKIELEK: I'm familiar with

“Former President Donald Trump’s indictment is the worst indictment I've seen in
60 years of practicing and teaching criminal law,” Alan Dershowitz says.

your position on the election. Let’s
look at these indictments. The one
that you focus on involves the Mar-
a-Lago raid. You say that the fault

was with the Justice Department for
seeking the search warrant in the
first place. Can you explain this whole
picture to me?

MR.DERSHOWITZ: Normally ina
situation like this one, the govern-
ment just gets a subpoena. It’s easy to
get a subpoena. You serve the subpoe-
na, and then the president or whoever
gets the subpoena is obliged to turn
over the material.

Merrick Garland himself said that
search warrants are a last resort,
because they are lawless. Essentially,
police go into the house, search for
everything, and take everything.
They take lawyer-client privileged
material, spousal-privileged material,
and they could take religiously privi-
leged material. That’s why subpoenas

are preferred over search warrants.

In this case, they claim that they
were worried the president might
destroy material. There’s now an
ongoing investigation, which is the
one investigation that I think poses
some danger to Donald Trump. The
investigation called for subpoenaing
and giving immunity to employees
of Mar-a-Lago to try to prove that he
moved boxes, or ordered boxes to be
moved.

If it were to be proved, that could
pose a serious problem of criminal li-
ability under obstruction of justice for
President Trump. But when I was writ-
ing “Get Trump,” that investigation
was not ongoing. All it was focused on
was the failure to disclose the classi-
fied material in his possession. I don’t
think that would result in a criminal
prosecution, because President Biden
and former Vice President Pence also
had classified material in their posses-
sion. You can’t go after one without
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going after all three.

MR. JEKIELEK: What would it look
like if the shoe were on the other
foot? This is the perfect example
because we have disclosure from the
Penn Biden Center about the mis-
handling of classified information.
We have these two cases, and you
juxtaposed those in your book.

MR.DERSHOWITZ: Yes, you have
to do that. The shoe on the other foot
test is a variation of a book written
by the great philosopher John Rawls,
who says that rules have to be applied
equally and without regard to who
they’re being applied to, demanding
absolute equal justice for all regard-
less of race, gender, party or any other
irrelevant factor.

Today, it matters more whether
you're a Democrat or Republican, or
black or white, or a male or a female,
as to whether or not you'll be sued or
indicted. We live in a post-equality
world where equity has taken over
equality.

I'm opposed to the way in which
diversity, equity, and inclusion have
been used to create a systemically
racist country. We were a systemi-
cally racist country up through the
1950s, and maybe even into the early
1960s. Then, we became a systemical-
ly anti-racist country from the 1960s
on, basically into this century. Now,
we’re going back to being a country
where everything is seen through the
prism of race.

It means that people today are
being judged by race. Dr. Martin
Luther King Jr’s dream has become a
nightmare. Today, medical students
are judged by their race, gender, and
sexual orientation. Scientific papers
are judged by the race of the people
who wrote them, rather than [by]
the quality of the science. Einstein’s
theory of relativity would probably be
rejected today because he’s a white,

Nation Profile

“ITrump’s indictment is] weapon-
izing our criminal justice system
for partisan and political ends.”

Jewish male in today’s hierarchy of
identity politics. When you group
people, when you say, “The blacks, the
Jews, the gays,” you're being a bigot.

MR. JEKIELEK: In the process, we
lose all semblance of nuance. You
give the example of how you opposed
many of the Trump administration
policies, but you've supported their
Middle East policy and Israel policy,
including the moving of the embassy
toJerusalem.

MR. DERSHOWITZ: I would say
every single candidate that I've ever
voted for, I voted based on nuance.
But today, nuance is out the win-
dow. You have to pick sides. If you're
a Democrat and you say Donald
Trump did anything good, you've
committed some kind of political
treason. The same thing is true on
the other side if you say anything
good about Biden.

When [ was teaching at Harvard,
for 50 years, I taught nuance. I don’t
know whether students would accept
the teaching of nuance today, and the
teaching of calibrated, compromised
solutions to problems. We live in a
world of deep division. It’s a poor
world intellectually, and it’s a poor
world in every other way.

MR. JEKIELEK: We've seen many
institutions captured by this way of
viewing the world, with ideological
young people who believe they’re do-
ing the right thing with this radical
transformation of society.

MR.DERSHOWITZ: It was Justice
Brandeis, a great liberal, who once
said, “The greatest danger to liberty
lurks in people of zeal who are in-
tending to do good, and think they’re
doing good, but without under-
standing of the implications of what
they’re doing.”

In “Get Trump,” I say that many of
the people who are out to get Trump
are good people who really think
they’re doing the right thing. You can
apply that, as well, to something like
COVID. There have been mistakes
made with COVID.

The ideal there is to balance health
and civil liberties and never allow one
to dominate, without considering the
other. Did we get it right? That’s for
historians to determine. You and I can
continue to disagree about that.

But the point about our disagree-
ment is that it’s rational. We can dis-
agree, and then we’ll have a drink and
shake hands. I'm not going to cancel
you, and you're not going to cancel
me, unlike what’s happened to me on
Martha’s Vineyard, where I've been
going for 53 years. Now, 'm a persona
non grata. The library has banned
my books because I defended Don-
ald Trump. People won't talk to me.
People have said to the restaurant I
frequent, “If you serve Alan Dershow-
itz, we won’t come here again.”

It’s pure left-wing McCarthyism,
whereas you and I can disagree
without refusing to have dinner with
each other.

MR. JEKIELEK: On this point, ¢
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Alan, we are in 100 percent agree-
ment. Now, I want to go back to
some of these indictments related
to Trump. It’s a stunning number of
cases running simultaneously.

MR.DERSHOWITZ: In “Get Trump,”
I point to all of them and argue that if
this man were not running for presi-
dent, none of this would have hap-
pened. If he had stayed in the building
business, he would have had a happy
retirement with his family and never
seen the inside of a courtroom.

Oftwo cases that he has to worry
about, one is the Fulton County case.
But there’s no way he can be success-
fully prosecuted there, because what
he said on the recorded tape was, “I
need to find 11,000 votes.” He didn’t
say invent or concoct. He said find.
Find means that they’re there, and
you just have to look hard to see if
you can find them. I think that’s a
complete defense there.

There is also a complete defense to
the January 6th investigation that’s
occurring in Washington. In his
speech, he explicitly said he wanted
the people to go to the Capitol to pro-
test peacefully and patriotically. That
is constitutionally protected speech.

His only vulnerability is the trial in
New York, because in New York, you
can get a grand jury to indict a ham
sandwich. He’s at risk there, but I think
that case will be reversed on appeal if
there is a conviction.

His greatest vulnerability now may
lie in the Mar-a-Lago case in Florida, if
they can prove that he obstructed jus-
tice after he received his subpoena and
after he was aware that the govern-
ment was interested. If there is proof
that he ordered the moving or hiding
of classified material, that would pres-
ent a serious problem for him.

MR. JEKIELEK: [ want to jump
back to the concept of free speech.
You're one of the biggest champions

of free speech.

MR.DERSHOWITZ: I'm in favor of
unfettered free speech. There have to
be some limitations, of course, some
exceptions. Direct incitement is one.
If a crowd is surrounding somebody,
and you yell, “Kill him, kill him, kill
him,” and the crowd then kills him,
one can easily see how that should not
be protected.

For the most part, I'm in favor of un-
fettered free speech, but welive in an
age where free speech is under attack.
For the first time in my life, academics
are writing against free speech, due
process, and meritocracy.

Again, that represents the future,
because the academics are writing
for students, and the students will be
our future. There will be less appreci-
ation for free speech, due process, and
meritocracy.

MR. JEKIELEK: One of the things
you mentioned in your book is that
the effect of this whole “get Trump”
mentality creates a situation where
it’s very difficult to escape this par-
tisanship to develop nuance again.
Perhaps the purpose of some of these
people is to create division, to shake
the foundations of our society to the
ground to rebuild something new, a
beautiful new utopia afterwards. How
do you deal with that?

MR.DERSHOWITZ: Most people
are well-intentioned and just don’t
understand the implications of what
they’re doing. I'll give you an example
just from my own experience. “Get
Trump” is a bestseller on Amazon, but
you can’t buy it in a local bookstore.
You can’t get it in many local libraries,
because local libraries today, includ-
ing my library in Chilmark, Massa-
chusetts, censor books based on their
political content.

I hope people will read my books,
because I'm one of the few people

today who is liberal and a Democrat,
and who is speaking up against these
dangers. Most of the people doing so
are conservatives, because they've
been the victims of cancellation and
repression. One thing we can all get
together on is that America is far bet-
ter if we are an open society with free
speech and due process.

MR. JEKIELEK: One thing that you
mentioned in the book is there’s a right
to speak, but there’s also a right to hear
speech. That’s the piece that we often
don’t think about and that you actually
explore quite a bit. Please leave us with
how that other part works.

MR.DERSHOWITZ: When I defend-
ed Donald Trump, I was denied the
right to speak in various venues to
people who wanted to hear me speak.
I can deal with it. I can write op-eds.
But what about the people who want
to hear me speak, or who want to hear
you speak, or who want to hear other
even more controversial speakers?

Justice Thurgood Marshall said the
First Amendment has two sides: the
right to speak and the right to hear,
and the right to hear is just as import-
ant as the right to speak.

The vast majority of Americans
today are denied the right to hear
points of view that are disagreeable
to the people in power. That’s true
in universities and in the media.
Ultimately, a majority of Americans
can get together and can fight back. It
shouldn’t just be the people who are
actually censored.

So, thank you for allowing your
listeners to hear my voice. You can
disagree with me. We had some dis-
agreements, and some agreements.
I'm looking forward to coming back
again and having another exchange
with you. m

This interview has been edited for
clarity and brevity.

74 EPOCH INSIGHT Week 26, 2023

vﬁ,‘k

*** l EPOCH_"ORIGINAL

e
'1ST DOG’UMENTARY ON

A MUST-SEE DOCUMENTARY FROM THE EPOCH TIMES

‘THEFINAL WAR’: AFILM ABOUT
THE REAL EXISTENTIAL THREAT
TO THE UNITED STATES

t’s not climate change. It’s not raging inflation or

even the national debt. The real threat to the United

States and to the world is the Chinese Communist

Party’s (CCP’s) 100-year plan to defeat America and
establish world domination. There’s no urgency in the
mainstream media. That’s why “The Final War” had to be
made. Anchored by senior investigative reporter Joshua
Philipp, and one-and-a-half years in the making, “The

WAKE UP AMERICA!
WATCH AND SHARE

Final War” is a film that is so relevant to current events
and so important that we’re offering it to EVERYONE for
free. It will answer your questions about the pandemic,
the impending invasion of Taiwan, and how the CCP
works to keep the United States occupied with at least
four global adversaries.

See the film. Know the danger. Be prepared. The final
war is already underway.

NOW STREAMING ON
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The Advice Take it Easy

Balance Work

Stress With
Life Quality

Sometimes, haste is needed,
and at other times, calm
deliberation is

By Jeff Minick

HEN MY YOUNG-
er brother and
I were kids, our
father would often
enlist us in his work
crew of one. We cleared brush in the
woods around the house, raked leaves,
mucked out stables in the barn, and
helped him build decorative rock walls,
which he constructed on every proper-
ty he ever owned.

Frequently, Dad would pause in
these chores, look at us, and comment:
“Pace yourself, boys. You're going to
wear out.”

This same counsel is embedded
in the adage “Life’s a marathon, not
asprint.” As the narrator of Robert
Frost’s “Stopping by Woods on a Snowy
Evening” tells us, we have miles to go
before we sleep.

Nevertheless, the pace of the race
we're in is uneven. Sometimes, cir-
cumstances demand a gallop rather
than a trot, or even a charge at break-
neck speed. Our supervisor tells us he
needs a crucial report right away, as in
yesterday, and jogging isn’t an option.
Conversely, the rabbits who are always
hurtling ahead, treating every task as
ifit, too, had to be done yesterday, are
likely to overlook details and offend
by their brusqueness their co-workers,
friends, and family.

Here are four strategies that will help
us complete these races while boosting
our chances of happiness and success.

MATCHING THE PACE TO THE RACE
That task assigned to us by the su-

pervisor demands a mad dash. Other
parts of our lives, such as marriage

or raising children, are long-distance
runs. Sometimes, our progress slows
to a plodding walk-a-thon, and we
wonder whether we're ever going to
reach the finish line. When we adjust
our frame of mind to the pace, the race
becomes easier and even enjoyable.

When we run with
grace, an interior
peace will be one of our
greatest rewards.

KNOWING OUR LIMITS

President Theodore Roosevelt was a
sprinter. He darted from project to
project, overcoming obstacles, always
moving ahead, and rarely slowing his
pace. In 1914, the 55-year-old Roos-
evelt undertook an exploration of the
Amazon River. Insects, rain, illness,
and lack of proper food and medical
attention took their toll. He never
recovered from this ordeal, and by age
60, he was dead.

In the film “Magnum Force,” Dirty
Harry (Clint Eastwood) says, “A man’s
got to know his limitations.” That’s a
big part of staying in the race.

TAKING THE LONG VIEW

A mother of three small children can
find every day a sprint, dressing and
feeding the little ones, changing dia-
pers, settling arguments. It’s easy to
lose sight of the finish line, which is to

raise three human beings to become
responsible and moral adults. Wheth-
er we're running a 100-meter dash or
an ultramarathon, we can benefit by
pausing from time to time to visualize
the finishing tape, our goal, rather
than focusing solely on the race itself.

FINDING JOY ALONG THE WAY

Life can unleash its cruel afflictions
on each of us: financial ruin, the loss
of ajob, physical infirmity, the death
of a beloved. Often we have little or
no control over the damage done by
these catastrophes. But where we do
have some jurisdiction, our day-to-day
lives, these wounds become self-in-
flicted if we center too much energy
on the race and ignore joy, love, and
beauty. By closing our eyes to these
things, we risk becoming zombies,
blind to the wonders around us, the
real reasons why we’re running in the
first place.

“Cool runnings” is a Jamaican ex-
pression that can mean “Peace for the
journey.” We run all sorts of races be-
fore breaking the final tape of life. We
may win some medals and applause
from the crowd, but when we run with
grace, always mindful of the essentials
of a life well lived—love, happiness,
friendship—an interior peace will be
one of our greatest rewards. m

JeffMinick lives and writes in
Front Royal, Va. He is the author of
twonovels, “Amanda Bell” and v&‘ﬂ""
“Dust on Their Wings,” and two R
works of nonfiction, “Learning as
I1Go” and “Movies Make the Man.”
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umber of windills, and the oldest
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The Land of Clogs, Windmills, Tulips

SET IN THE UPSCALE GATED
community of Sailfish Point in the
beach town of Stuart, this is an ideal
home for those who enjoy golf and
sport fishing.

WHEN BRITISH TROOPS
added gin to the tonic water
administered to help prevent malaria
after the Sepor Rebellionin 1857, a
cocktail classic was born.

ELECTRIC VEHICLES HAVE
been touted as the way to save
the planet, but there are some

unsettling realities that need to be

considered.
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With the pool and home

providing a beautiful

backdrop, the lounging

area with a fire pit is

an ideal place to spend
 relaxing evenings.
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ITH VIEWS OF THE OCEAN AND

aJack Nicklaus-designed golf course,

this 8,542-square-foot, two-story,

six-bedroom, six-full-bathroom

and two-half-bathroom home on a
0.78-acre lot features 166 windows to enjoy
the stunning vistas from every room and
every angle. Located within the exclusive
Sailfish Point community on Hutchinson
Island, the home is ideal for large families
and owners who enjoy entertaining to take
partin Florida’s year-round golf and boating
lifestyle. Built in 1994 using concrete block
construction with a concrete tile roof and
impact-resistant glass windows, the residence
has recently been completely renovated.

A two-tone paved driveway accents the
steps leading up to the front entry. Inside,
the open floor plan is anchored by a well-
equipped kitchen with ample custom cabi-
nets, stainless steel appliances, an oversized
island, and a breakfast bar. The formal dining
area is immediately adjacent, with the living
area just beyond. Marble flooring, vault-
ed ceilings accented with graceful ceiling

(Above) The textbook Florida setting has the home
directly on the golf course, just a stone’s throw from
the beach. (Top Right) The master bedroom is
extraordinarily airy and spacious, with great views

of the pool area and golf course beyond. (Right) The
open floor plan allows everyone from the kitchen

to the living room to converse while enjoying the
stunning views through the floor-to-ceiling glass walls.

fans, and floor-to-ceiling glass walls facing
the golf course and ocean provide an airy
atmosphere. An entertainment area features
a wall-mounted monitor for enjoying movies
or sports, a fireplace, and a fully equipped
kitchen. An elevator provides access to the
upper level, where the huge master bedroom
features a sitting area and a widescreen
monitor facing the bed and located above a
fireplace, both set into a gleaming marble
wall. The master bathroom features a soaking
tub, oversized walk-in shower, and vanities
against either wall. The bedrooms all feature
private baths and balconies overlooking the
grounds.

The living and entertaining area extends
outward via three balconies and four covered
patios leading to the 48-foot-long heated
pool, two spas, a fire pit, an outdoor kitchen, a
pool house, a three-car garage, and a whole-
house generator. The community amenities
include gated access, 24-hour security, an
ocean-access marina, a golf course, a fitness
center, restaurants, a spa, and tennis and
pickleball facilities. m

Lifestyle Real Estate

s

3057 SE DUNE DRIVE
STUART, FLA.
$16.5 MILLION

* 6 BEDROOMS,
* 6 FULL BATHS,
6 HALF-BATHS
* 8,542 SQUARE FEET
* 0.78 ACRES

KEY FEATURES
* ELEVATOR
* OCEAN AND GOLF
COURSE VIEWS
* 48-FOOT-LONG
HEATED POOL
+ POOL HOUSE

AGENT

Gloria Sheridan
ONE Sotheby’s
International Realty
561-345-0355
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Travel Europe

By Tim Johnson 2 6%
T’S LIKE A SCENE OUT OF A STORYBOOK. of the Netherlands
In the fading late afternoon sun, the would be flooded
windmills stood all in a row, as if Don without water-savvy

Quixote might just pop out from behind interventions.
one and commence his tilting.
Finding the Netherlands beyond Amsterdam The actual turning of the blades, although
made from wood, is facilitated by fabric flaps,
which must be unfurled in the morning, but
then buttoned up at the end of the day. A guide
A notes that people actually still live inside these
Pelft City Ha_II was completed mills, and tphatlio do so, t(}: even apply for the
by architect Hendrick de s . . .
Keyser in 1620. po§1t10n of miller (windmill ke.:eper), you must
train for years and hold a special certificate.

After touring through one of them that was
preserved as a museum, I emerged on the oth-
er side, and saw him. Not Quixote, but a miller
at the next mill, striding out to perform his
end-of-day responsibilities. He wore a casual
shirt and jeans—and wooden shoes.

As we walked toward him, I asked the guide,
“Why?”

“It’s just part of his outfit,” the guide said.
“They love to keep the traditional things. They
wear wooden shoes all day long.”

Meticulously, the miller bundled up the fab-
ric—called sails—and secured the old wooden

: The Renaissance-style

< Amsterdam

NETHERLANDS
PHOTO BY SERGII FIGURNYI/SHUTTERSTOCK

blades with a brake so that they wouldn’t spin TI‘Y street
all night. Then, with a nod of his head, he was ;
I gone, back inside the windmill. food like
wm The Netherlands is a place that quickly StrOOp-
conjures a whole series of images. Sometimes, Wafe].S
the things that we assume only reside now .
in fables—such as windmills and wooden (0) o fr]_es

shoes—still come alive today.
As summer heats up and travel to Europe

served

becomes extremely busy, Amsterdam, one of with
the world’s most popular travel destinations,

‘ LJ
8 will again be slammed with visitors. But this frltes'
‘ Ilny couptry offers plenty of fun outside of its saus.’
AR largestcity.

=

/
=

For example, Kinderdijk, just outside Rot-
terdam, gained the UNESCO World Heritage
Site designation because, in the words of
UNESCO, it showcases the “centuries-long The Ki"_de"dijk
battle” of the Dutch to avoid inundation by was designated
an encroaching sea, and the invention of a 3VLcJ)’r\:dESH(;(rjitage
complex system to ensure survival. Sitein 1997,

A total of 19 windmills stand side by
side in rows, built to pump water so
that the land could be farmed.

The guide noted that when people
first started farming here in the
< Y 10th and 11th centuries, the land was

’\WMHW above sea level.
: %ﬁ%} S “But now, without pumping,

%
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The word “delft” comes from “delven” or “to dig.” From the city’s inception, canals have been an integral part of life.

= =

two—almost half the country would be under-
water,” he said.

As we made our way through the snug quar-
ters inside the lighthouse, which provide just
enough space for millers to sleep and work, the
guide described his idyllic childhood, growing
up just in the next village.

“When the canals froze, we skated on them,”
he said. “And we set up stands on the ice, with
coffee and pea soup.”

One of the best things about traveling in the
Netherlands is that nothing is very far away. For
example, from Rotterdam, you can reach The
Hague by train in as little as 24 minutes.

The nation’s administrative and royal capital,
The Hague, or Den Haag, is famous all over the
world for its central role in international juris-
prudence, home to the International Criminal
Court and the International Court of Justice (the
judicial arm of the United Nations). Home to
about 800,000 people in its metro area, it’s the
country’s third-largest city, and a lovely place.

You can tour the neo-Renaissance Peace
Palace, and, inside the Ridderzaal, the famous
Hall of Knights. Dating back to 1248, it’s part of
the larger, gothic Binnenhof castle complex. It’s
here that the Dutch monarch opens Parliament
with the annual speech from the throne.

Nearby is the Mauritshuis museum. Al-
though smaller than Amsterdam’s Rijksmu-
seum, the Mauritshuis is nonetheless a truly

excellent place to experience Dutch art. You
can stroll among works by Rembrandt, Rubens,
and Vermeer. It’'s home to Vermeer’s “Girl With
aPearl Earring,” one of the best-known works of
the Dutch Golden Age.

Just next door to The Hague is the home of
another Dutch icon: Delft. Few created items are
as evocative and immediately identified with a
country as the blue pottery created in this city
of just more than 100,000.

Wealthy families would showcase their
collections of this pottery, often known as
Delft Blue, as a point of pride, and at its peak,
between the 17th and 19th centuries, a total
of 33 factories here produced it. One remains,
Royal Delft, and you can still take a deep dive
into the history and production process with a
factory tour.

And, all across the Netherlands, there’s proba-
bly no better place than Delft for a casual stroll.
The city is lined with canals, the oldest dating
back 750 years—even the city’s name is related
to the Dutch word for “dig.” You can take a tour
on a canal taxi, or even a little cruise, although
I'was happy to lace up my shoes—Ileather ones,
not wooden—and take a walk, crossing bridges
and tracing waterways, and losing myself as far
from the tourist crowds as possible. m

Tim Johnson is based in Toronto. He has visited 140
countries across all seven continents.

If You Go

Getting Around:
The Netherlands
has one of the
world’s very best
public transit
networks, with
fast, frequent
trains connecting
cities, and
trams, buses,
and sometimes
subways moving
people efficiently
in town.

Stay:

Housed in the
offices of a former
independent
newspaper, The
Slaak celebrates
the paper’s 1950s
heyday, with a
sleek, vintage

feel in both public
spaces and guest
rooms. Located
on aleafy street
in Rotterdam, you
can reach Delft,
The Hague, and
Kindersdijk quickly
from the nearby
train station.
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Food Drinks

THE GIN AND TONIC

The drink of summer soirées has surprising medicinal roots, as an anti-malarial
that kept the British Empire healthy

By Melanie Young

OR MANY IMBIBERS,
the gin and tonicisa
go-to warm-weather
drink. A refreshing
balance of botanicals
and bitterness, plus a light
burst of effervescence,
makes it perfect for languid
summer nights at home.

Made with just three
ingredients, the simple
cocktail has a surprisingly
colorful history.

Gin s a clear, neutral
spirit distilled from grain
and steeped or infused with
juniper berries during the
distillation process. Other
botanicals are added to layer
in flavors, such as angelica,
cardamom, coriander, lico-
rice root, and citrus peel.

The word “gin” is derived
from “genever,” Dutch for
juniper. Therein lies a hint
at some of the spirit’s early
roots: Genever is also the
name of a malted white spir-
it that originated in Holland
during the late 1500s, which
included juniper to make it
more palatable and give it
curative properties.

Tonic water contains qui-
nine, a bitter compound ex-
tracted from the bark of the
quinquina, or cinchona tree,
native to South America.
Indigenous Peruvians used
the bark to reduce fever and
chills. Europeans brought
the bark back to the Old
World, and in 1820, scientists
isolated and identified the
purified extract from the
cinchona tree as a cure for
malaria, naming it quinine.

During the 1800s, British
troops who were stationed
in India took to mixing
packets of powdered qui-

Londondry gin,
with its juniper-
forward notes,
isacommon
choice.

Tonic water
adds bitter-
ness and
effereves-
ence.

Afresh
lime wedge
brightens
the drink.

e Cubedice

e 2ouncesgin

* 4 ounces tonic water
e Lime or lemon wedge
Fill a highball glass with
cubedice. Add gin and
tonic water. Garnish
with lime or lemon
wedge and serve cold.

nine with water and a little
sugar, to adjust the flavor,
for a bitter medicinal drink
that they called “Indian
tonic water.” Gin and lemon
or lime slices were added to
make the medicine go down
easier, resulting in an early
“gin and tonic.” Permission
was granted for a daily gin
and tonic to keep everyone
healthy.

Gin and tonic continued

to be a popular drink among
troops throughout the Brit-
ish Empire, as well as with
the leisure class. Today’s
version, with carbonated
tonic water containing much
less quinine, won't ward

off malaria but remains a
refreshing spirited libation.

3 Ingredients,

Many Choices

First, choose your gin; the
spirit comes in multiple
styles.

The most popular for gin
and tonics is a London dry
gin, whose juniper-forward
notes balance the bitterness
in the tonic. Other desig-
nations include Old Tom,
which is slightly sweeter and
less botanical; Plymouth gin,
an earthier style exclusively
made in Plymouth, England;
and Navy Strength gin,
which is at least 57 percent

,ﬁ; three-ingredient
/ refresher takes well to

different garnishes.

alcohol by volume.

Tonic water also has
different styles, from the
more austere Indian tonic
water, which is more bitter,
to aromatic versions with
elderflower, cucumber, or
other botanicals. All are car-
bonated and sweetened.

“The ratio of tonic to gin
is also important,” Lon-
don-based spirits expert Ol-
ivier Ward said. “Too much
bitter quinine can mask the
gin; not enough carbon-
ation deflates the zest.” He
suggests a ratio of one part
gin to two parts tonic water,
or up to four parts tonic for
more aromatic gins. m

Melanie Young writes about
wine, food, travel, and
health. She hosts the weekly
radio shows “The Connected
Table LIVE!” and “Fearless
Fabulous You!”
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A brief compilation of facts to
be aware of when considering

going electric
By Bill Lindsey

HILE MANY CAR MAN-

ufacturers, consumers,

celebrities, politicians, and

states have enthusiasti-

cally embraced the idea of

replacing internal combus-
tion engine (ICE) vehicles with electric
vehicles (EVs), there are some aspects
of EVs that need to be considered.

EVs are not a new concept. In 1898,
Ferdinand Porsche introduced the
Egger-Lohner C.2 Phaeton, a fully
electric car also known as the P1.

Two years later, Porsche introduced
the Semper Vivus, a hybrid car that
featured an electric motor powered
first by a battery, then by combustion
engines that fed electrical-power
generators.

Henry Ford and Nikola Tesla also
experimented with EVs. However, be-
cause it was significantly more afford-
able than the EVs of the time, Ford’s
Model T doomed the EV concept and
led to the widespread acceptance of
ICE vehicles. The gasoline-powered
vehicles became widely available
thanks to very efficient manufac-
turing processes. And the fact that
gasoline was more readily available
than electricity in the United States
and many other parts of the world not
only played a role in the initial dom-
inance of gasoline-powered vehicles,
but also has continued to impact the
EV market.

Electricity is a secondary energy
source; it must first be generated be-
fore it can be used to power anything.
In the United States, most electricity
is produced by natural gas-fueled

In 1898, Ferdinand
Porsche introduced
the Eggner-Lohner C.2,
a fully electric car.

power plants, followed by nucle-

ar and coal-fired plants, and then
hydroelectric-, wind-, and solar-pow-
ered facilities. This means that the
argument of EV fans that their cars
are superior to fossil-fuel-powered
vehicles falls flat; natural gas, a fos-
sil fuel, is projected to be the leading
fuel used in electrical generation for
the foreseeable future.

Several other often-overlooked
factors should be examined when
considering an EV. Among these is the
environmental cost of strip-mining
for the lithium and cobalt required
to manufacture EV batteries. This
process creates more harmful emis-
sions than those typically produced in
the manufacturing of an ICE vehicle;
requires substantial amounts of fresh
water; and disrupts the environment,
wildlife, and local residents. Also, un-
like traditional “wet cell” automotive
batteries, which are easily recycled,
only about 5 percent of EV batteries
arerecycled. These batteries are said
to have a lifespan of about 10 years, at
which time they need to be replaced,
sometimes at a cost approaching that
of anew EV.

Another battery issue is their
flammability; in Florida, several EVs
reportedly burst into flames after oo

Ferdinand

Porsche’s first

hybrid vehicle,
the 1900

Lifestyle Considering EVs

Electric Vehicles tend
to be much heavier than
internal combustion
engine vehicles due

to the large number

of batteries providing
their power.

ConnectinganEVtoa
recharging power cable is very
similar to using a traditional fuel
nozzle at a gasoline station.

4= P e i
-

Fast-recharging stations
for EVs resemble gasoline
stations, with multiple
chargers to allow several cars
to “fill up” simultaneously.

Q

Semper Vivus,
introduced two
years after he
created the all-
electric P1.

EVs are touted as
very “green” but have
aspects that put that
image at risk.
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Lifestyle Considering EVs

¢
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Because many electricity generating plants are powered by natural gas and coal, EVs
are tied to the same emissions they are said to eliminate.

being exposed to high levels of saltwa-
ter caused by storm-related flooding.
In one case, the fire completely de-
stroyed a home after spreading from
the garage in which the vehicle was
parked. Other EVs have been reported
to burst into flames after being in-
volved in crashes. These fires required
huge amounts of water to extinguish,
only to reignite either at the crash
scene or after being transported to a
storage facility, again requiring a huge
amount of water to douse. Because the
batteries used in EVs cannot be easily
repaired if damaged, an alarming
number of EVs are considered total
losses by insurance companies after
incurring relatively minor damage.
Consequently, owners of EVs can be
charged much more for insurance
coverage in comparison to the cost of
covering an ICE-powered vehicle.

Another consideration: The
electrical grids in the United States
and in other countries need to be
overhauled to switch to renewable
sources such as solar and wind in or-
der to be able to supply the electricity
needed to power the projected large
numbers of EVs in the future.

For these and other reasons,
Toyota, currently the world’s leading
manufacturer of vehicles, isn’t rush-
ing headlong into switching from ICE
to EV production. While the firm does
offer an EV, a wide range of hybrid
vehicles, and the innovative, hydro-
gen-fueled Mirai, the company is fo-

cusing its considerable technological
expertise on improving the efficiency
of ICE engines. Toyota spokespersons
have cited both the lack of recharging
facilities in much of the world and
the expected continued demand for
ICE power as compelling reasons for
the company'’s stance. And while hy-
drogen power shows great potential,
the only U.S. public refueling stations
are located in California.

Even in areas where public EV
charging systems are plentiful,
there can be issues with finding
an open charger that’s capable of
fast-charging the vehicle when it’s
needed. At present, most private EVs
are charged overnight at home; in
many cases, a residential electrical
system needs to be upgraded to allow
fast-charging, otherwise it can take
up to 24 hours to fully charge an EV.
Extreme heat and cold can reduce
the range of an EV by increasing how
much energy the vehicle requires
under these scenarios, and thus
affecting how often the EV needs to
be recharged. The standard for an EV
driving range seems to be about 250
miles, which falls in line with the
typical daily commute of about 50
miles, but could impact longer drives.
EV tow vehicles reportedly have seen
large drops in actual range when an
EV is towing a boat or trailer.

EVs have plusses to be sure, but all
sides need to be examined before
“plugging in.” m

LIFESTYLE

NOT SO GREEN

The other side of
the EVissue

Short Range Issues

Many EVs have a range of about
250 miles between charges, but
towing a trailer or temperatures
of extreme heat or cold can
reduce that significantly.

Batteries and Insurance

It’s estimated that EVs require
a battery replacement after
about 10 years. An EV can
cost more to insure than an

ICE-powered vehicle due to the

high repair costs for EVs.

Electrifying Information

Most of the electricity now
produced in the United States
comes from natural gas-powered
facilities, followed by nuclear and
coal-fired plants, making EVs a
lighter shade of green.
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APPROACH

OZARK TRAIL HAMMOCK

WITH CANOPY

$89

Hammocks are great for taking a
nap or relaxing with a good book,

but this one takes the worry out of
where to attach the ends. The self-
contained design unfolds in seconds
and features a canopy to provide
welcome shade. It supports up

to 250 pounds yet weighs a mere
seven pounds, making it very easy to
move as desired, and it comes with a
handy storage bag.

ADVANCE I

THULE 4-BIKE RV RACK

$449.95

Storage space is at a premium even on the
largest RVs, making this a great way to bring
the bikes along. Built to provide many years
of service, it attaches in minutes to the RV’s
trailer hitch receiver, so it can be used on
other vehicles, too. The arms rotate up to
hold and lock up to four full-size bikes; it
folds down out of the way when not in use.

SUMMER CAMPING

Some suggestions on items to add
more fun to ‘RV’ camping

Luxury Living RV Essentials

By Bill Lindsey
PAMAPIC 12°X12’ POP UP GAZEBO
$279.99
\ With the RV serving as the sleeping
\ # quarters, this 12-by-12 gazebo that’s easy

to set up provides the perfect place to relax
and dine outside, protected from the sun
and from buzzing insects. Hexagonally
shaped for maximum interior
volume, the screen sides allow a
refreshing breeze, while the fabric
provides UPF 50+ sun protection.
The storage bag keeps it clean and out
of the way between uses.

y

OUTLAND LIVING
STANDARD FIRE PIT

$139.99
Campfires and s’mores are traditional
pastimes of RVers, but for the times S

when a traditional campfire might not
PROGRESSIVE EMS-PT30X 30AMP

be possible, this fire pit is the answer.
Instead of all the time and effort needed PORTABLE RV SURGE PROTECTOR
$258.99

to build a rock-ringed fire pit and gather b )
wood, this 19-inch-diameter system When an _RV e ReRgampsite,
one of the first tasks is to connect to

is ready in minutes. Just set it in place,
connect a propane fuel tank, open the “shore power.” To add peace of mind,
valve, light it, and enjoy. consider this small piece of equipment
engineered to automatically protect
the rig’s electronics, appliances, and
electrical system from both over- and
under-voltage fluctuations, power surges,
and incorrectly wired electrical sources.
The durable Lexan weatherproof casing
houses high-tech microprocessors and
displays current levels.
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Epoch Booklist

Are there books you’d recommend?
We'd love to hear from you. Let us know at features@epochtimes.com

RECOMMENDED READING

This week, we feature a naval history of an important British evacua-
tion and a lush novel about the fate of three generations of an Indian family.

Ian Kane
isaU.S. Army veteran, filmmaker, and author.
He enjoys the great outdoors and volunteering.

Epoch Watchlist

ENTERTAINMENT

This week, we feature a hilarious whodunit from the °80s and a deeply moving
romance about two souls who seem destined to be together.

FICTION FROM THE BESTSELLING AUTHOR OF CUT! ORNITHOLOGY NEw REI_EASE INDIE PIcK
‘The First ‘What an Owl e ——— ; ;
from Phone Knows’ ag)g;antureland
- Ii :} ¥ CallFrom By Jennifer A
HEIE Heaven’ Ackerman © It'sthe summer :
RNIEBEY o o, S
One morning, folks in Coldwater, imagination. They are myste- berg) has just gradu- more relatable than
Michigan, begin receiving rious. They seem wise. They ated from college and “Superbad” director
mysterious phone calls from appear frequently in literature planstospend timein ~ Mottola’s other

the dead, voices claiming to

be from heaven. A miracle? A
hoax? As visitors and protesters
overrun the town, Sully Harding,

A Novel

and myth. What are they really
like? This book explores the
world of owls and looks at them
from multiple perspectives: their

Europe. Due to limited
finances, however, he
gets ajob at an amuse-
ment park. There,

major coming-of-age
comedy.

COMEDY | DRAMA |
ROMANCE

a widower recently released = physiology, their environment he meets Em Lewin

o] o e Rel Date:
from prison, sets out to find Abgugry Vergicse and how they live in it, how they (Kristen Stewart) and April3, 2008
the truth, and he’s determined hunt, how they communicate ‘Past Lives’ sparks beginto fly,but  Director:
to protect his young son from FICTION Wlth each f)ther, and hOVY they ast Lives (2023) DRAMA | ROMANCE she’s involved with Greg Mottola
this deception. Albom leaves us ‘The Covenant of Water’ interact with humans. It's a © When Nora (Greta Lee) and Hae Sung (Teo Release Date: someone else. James Starring:

June 23,2023

Jesse Eisenberg, Kristen

i i delightful book that reveals un- e living |
guessing unfll nearly the' end, By Abraham Verghese 8 ed e of owl behavi Yoo) were kids 11Y11‘1g in South Korea, they were Director: soon finds that true Stewart, Ryan Reynolds
and then we're left guessing o ) ] expected aspects ot owl behavior so close that their parents thought that they Celine Song romance may not Running Time:
again. Realistic characters and This is a lovely, sweeping novel of epic and explains why humans have would marry one day. But when Nora’s family Starring: come so easily. 1 hour, 47 minutes
several plot twists make this a proportion followmg th.e fates of thr.ee always been fascinated by them. moved away, she went on with her life, marry- Greta Lee, This film has plenty =~ MPAARating:R
great summer read. generations of a family living on India’s PENGUIN PRESS, 2023, 352 PAGES ing Arthur (John Magaro), an American writer. Iiﬁ::/?égaro ofendearing moments ~ Where to Watch:

Malabar Coast. This beautiful region is
dominated by a network of canals, and
the intricate waterways set the stage for
this family’s haunting legacy: At least one

Amazon, Apple TV, Vudu
* % % ¥

However, when Hae Sung reappears, he and
Nora wonder what could have been. 1 hour, 45 minutes

This is a hauntingly beautiful film about MPAA Rating:
two intertwined souls who seemed destined PG-13

HARPER, 2014, 336 PAGES and, besides a few bits

of crude humor, is

Running Time:

NAVAL HISTORY in each generation dies from drowning. oL to be together but were torn apart by Where to Watch: A GREAT COMEDY WITH A WHODUNIT TWIST
NAVAL BATTLE . The story begins in 1900 with a young girl ‘The New circumstances. It's a delicate examination of  TEeIS L e
Naval about to be W(?d. Her futureis at the heart Oxford love, loss, and destiny. * % % Kk ‘Clue’ (1985)
Battle of of the narrative. Through tragedies and Book of War '
Crete194Y triumphs, love and faith are a constant. Poetry’ >] SLX guests from
Washington are
i I GROVE PRESS, 2023, 736 PAGES By Jon Stallworthy, AR DA AT W SR YRS e invited to a spooky
onstam ity o Sy editor

raphy, this heartrend- | mansion in New

Some rr}oments Ranging from “The Book of ing drama, whichwas | England for a dinner numerous interest-
are worth commemqratlng, Exodus” to Peter Porter’s filmed on location, party. Mr. Boddy ing plotlines, it packs
even when they end in defeat. In apocalyptic “Your Attention has an almost docu- (Lee Ving) shows alot of laughs into its
the spring 0f 1941, the German B FORKIDS Please,” this anthology features mentary vibe to it. up and informs running time.
Luftwaffe drove the British ‘No One But Yow’ more than 250 poems about war, the guests that he’s
from Greece. They evacuat'ed By Doualas Wood its heroics, and its horrors. Here DRAMA | WAR the one who’s been COMEDY | CRIME | MYSTERY
troops from the Greek mainland Y oug are familiar poets—Tennyson blackmailing them. Release Date:

d then the island of Crete. I and PJ. Lynch y ’ Release Date: Dec.13,1985
1;a)nth ??h eis a? o rteh e.In o but fecl Whitman, Wilfred Owen, and March 26,1948 But when Mr. Boddy Dire.cto’r
oth of these instances, the oonebu ; i :
ot , € but you can lec many more—and those whose Director: is found murdered, Jonathan Lynn
British successfully conducted a the rain kiss your skin names may be new to us, such as Fred Zinnemann the guests become Starring:
massive yet costly undertaking begins this beautiful book, reminding John Cornford and Keith Douglas. Starring: _ suspects and must E”Z;:ngr'ennan,
that re.scue'd tens of thousands us to slow down and.take notice. It will In this history of human conflict “TheSearch’(048) who escaped from :\\/II::tdg;nmd:ary Clift, figure out who the Tim Curry,
of soldiers in order to fight leave a young one with a sense of wonder in verse. with British and a Nazi death camp. Aline MacMahon culprit is. Madeline Kahn

Running Time:

another day. It’s a powerful Based on the classic 1 hour, 34 minutes

book that highlights the British

and empowerment, and a parent with American poets predominant, O Inpost-World War  Stevenson tries to Running Time:

' : a reminderf)fa child’s innate curiosity, the poems put a human face 11 Europe, U.S. soldier  help the boy find his 1hour, 44 minutes game of deduction, MPAA Rating:
me‘ntahty—a menFallty that their yearning to explore, anc“l an on the bitter cost of battle to Ralph Stevenson mother, who is also Not Rated this whodunit is PG
éltlmately led to victory over appreciation of the 51m%)hilth1ngs— the soldiers and civilians alike. (Montgomery Clift) looking for her son. x\:)i;?ﬁ t\;’XVn:;‘;gn Vud anything but boring: Where to V\Latch:d
: i » . f s h . A , Fubo, V
ermany. most important ones ofa OXFORD UNIVERSITY PRESS, 2016, finds young Karel With excellent nar- With scathing, rap- mazon, Fubo, Yudu
OSPREY PUBLISHING, 2023, 96 PAGES CANDLEWICK, 2011, 32 PAGES 390 PAGES Malik (Ivan Jandl), ration and cinematog- % % % * id-fire dialogue and * % K ¥
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THE EPOCH TIMES OFFERS UP
T0 5 YEARS FREE FOR STUDENTS

IN OUR FAST-PACED, information-rich world,
it’s crucial to equip our future leaders with the
knowledge and insights they need to thrive.

That’s why we're delighted to offer students a
free digital subscription to The Epoch Times for
up to 5 years—a golden opportunity for college
students to dive deep into award-winning
journalism, global news, insightful opinion
pieces, and more.

We encourage you, our valued readers, to
take this opportunity to enable your college-age
kids to sign up for this unprecedented offer. It’s
not just a subscription—it’s a ticket to global

awareness, enhanced critical thinking, and
getting a step ahead in their academic journey.
Furthermore, if you have any contacts at
schools or educational organizations who
you believe could benefit from our student
subscription offer, we would be grateful if you
would introduce this opportunity to them.
We believe that access to quality information
is a vital part of education, and we are keen
to make this resource available to as many
students as possible.

THE EPOCH TIMES

TRUTH AND TRADITION

WHITEMAY/GETTY IMAGES

Verbal Manners

How to communicate clearly

‘What we say, when done right, is what marks us
as great communicators. These tips will grant you
Churchill-worthy skills.

By Bill Lindsey
. vo Consider
o Show Appreciation Your Words
All too often, the phrase “thank It’s almost always best to give a
you” is overused and misused. 4 i S e prompt, honest response. How-

If you are being thanked for ! Il 8! g‘fi ever, if you find yourself unsure
something, the proper response < | il of what to say, or perhaps hes-
isn’t repeating “thank you,” but =7 : Lo fEE ) : itant to say out loud what you
instead offering some variation ‘)\,‘ . . © are thinking, don’t say anything.
of “you’re welcome.” A% T It’s better to remain silent than
Maintaining eye contact i to say what you assume the
with the person thanking . other person wants to hear,
you and smiling at them ﬂa or worse, say somethingin
will add authenticity to your ﬁ the heat of the moment that
display of gratitude. It’s a can’t be taken back.
simple thing that can make
someone’s day brighter.

(2 Be Meaningful i
and Polite <

The simple act of adding

“please” to virtually any request
transforms it from impersonal to
pleasant. While there are some
instances when adding “please”
isn’t required, such as “the ship is
sinking; get in a lifeboat,” for most
other scenarios, tack it on. This
applies to business discussions
as well as fleeting interactions
with those we encounter out in
the world. Leave a trail of smiles.

; e No Fillers Added

Almost everyone will at some time
find themselves at a loss for words.
When this happens, rather than
inserting fillers such as “you know”
or “ummm,” consider “Hmm, | need
to collect my thoughts,” or simply
“I’ve lost my train of thought; let
me get back to you on that.” It’s
perfectly acceptable to simply
pause for a moment while you find
the right words, rather than use
verbal fillers.

e Take Your Turn

Alively, fun conversation is sure to
create opportunities to share your
thoughts and experiences, but first,
allow the person speaking to complete
their thought. Holding up a finger to
indicate that you want to say something
can be distracting and comes across
as rude, so make a mental note of what
you want to say, or if you must, jot it
down, and then get back to actively
listening to the speaker.
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What Our Readers Say

“lt’s a magazine that’s “Well thought out material, “It is straightforward, rather
FOR the American people, thoroughly investigated, than a lot of speculation or
not against.” and I trust [the] sources.” pontificating.”

Vanessa Morrison, medical records clerk Gail F. Sauve, homemaker Jan Hamilton, retired professional

“[Insight] reminds me “Unbiased reporting. Short, Il can trust what | read and
that there are stillaLOT impactful articles.” make up my own mind how
of wonderful, good, and | feel about the subject.”
dedicated people in this MarkNaumann, photographer
country.” JimEdwards, retired
Creed Haymond, surgeon
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