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The United States officially reached its statutory debt 
limit of $31.381 trillion on Jan. 19 as was predicted 

by Treasury Secretary Janet Yellen in a letter to 
Congress on Jan. 13. The Treasury Department will 
now have to implement extraordinary measures to 

prevent default on the national debt.
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Editor’s Note Contents

america’s electric grid could be 
impelled toward increasing instability amid 
the net-zero emissions agenda that’s being 
driven by government and corporate policies. 

The accelerated push to demonize fossil 
fuels shifts more dependence to electricity, 
which burdens an already ailing grid. 

At the federal level, the electrification effort 
has included heavy subsidies for electric 
vehicles and charging stations, as well as a 
contemplated ban on gas stoves. 

On top of government efforts comes the 
environmental, social, and governance 
(ESG) movement, which has succeeded in 
bullying corporations and public utilities into 
compliance with its net-zero emissions agenda.

“Running while we’re tying our shoes is the 
analogy I would give,” John Moura, director of 
reliability assessment at the North American 
Electricity Reliability Corp. (NERC), told Epoch 
Insight. The NERC is charged with regulating 
electric utilities to ensure that they can 
deliver electricity whenever it’s needed.

“In the winter, one of the particular 
challenges with solar is that peak electricity 
demand is happening usually when the sun 
is down, early morning, or early evening,” 
Moura said. “You can add as much solar as you 
want, but it wouldn’t be there to contribute to 
that time period and serving demand.”

Read Epoch Insight’s in-depth report 
by Kevin Stocklin to find out more 
about the outlook for America’s 
energy future. 

Jasper Fakkert
Editor-in-chief
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 46 |   A Risky Gamble
America’s electric grid could be driven toward 

instability amid a net-zero agenda.

THE LEAD

The rush toward 
renewables via a 
net-zero agenda 
could be a risky 
gamble with 
America’s grid.



4 E P O C H  I N S I G H T  Week 3, 2023 E P O C H  I N S I G H T  Week 3, 2023  5  

VISITORS TAKE PHOTOS OF THE MANHATTAN 
skyline at the glass-box observation deck at 
SUMMIT One Vanderbilt in New York on Jan. 
16. The observation deck features an all-glass 
enclosed elevator, transparent glass boxes, and a 
room covered entirely with mirrors.
PHOTO BY ED JONES/AFP VIA GETTY IMAGES

Captivating 
Cityscape

SPOTLIGHT
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The Week
President Joe 

Biden speaks at 
the White House 
on Aug. 5, 2022.

PHOTO BY EVAN VUCCI/
POOL/AFP VIA GETTY IMAGES
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HOUSE R EPUBLICANS have introduced a bill to end the COVID-19 public health 
emergency nearly three years after it was implemented nationwide.

Last week, the Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) confirmed 
that it would again extend the health emergency for another 90 days, according 
to a declaration issued by HHS Secretary Xavier Becerra. The emergency has 
been renewed about a dozen times since it was implemented under the Trump 
administration in early 2020.

Rep. Brett Guthrie (R-Ky.) on Jan. 18 proposed the Pandemic Is Over Act, placing 
more pressure on the Biden administration to rescind the emergency measure. 
About three months ago, President Joe Biden told a “60 Minutes” reporter that he 
believes “the pandemic is over,” prompting White House officials to scramble to 
clarify his stance.

“Many parts of the world 
face recession, and the 
entire world faces 
a slowdown.”

1,735 CASES
Chicago Public Schools had 1,735 
reported adult-on-student sexual 

misconduct cases in the past four years, 
according to the Chicago Board of 

Education’s Office of Inspector General.

“When the world lost 
its mind, Florida was 

a refuge of sanity, 
serving strongly 

as freedom’s 
linchpin.”

1,600 CHILDREN — More than 1,600 children aged 5 to 11 experienced a systemic 
reaction such as fever or diarrhea after receiving an updated Pfizer or Moderna COVID-19 vaccine, 

according to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention.

U.N. Secretary-General António Guterres, 
during the World Economic Forum’s 2023 summit.

Florida Gov. Ron DeSantis, on seeking to make 
permanent the state’s protections against COVID-19 

mask and vaccine mandates, at a press conference.
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The Week in Short US

Just 2 percent of U.S. 
counties accounted for 
56 percent of murders 
in 2020, according to a 

recent report by the Crime 
Prevention Research 

Center. Cook County in 
Illinois recorded the highest 
number of murders, at 775.

A total of 331 police officers were 
shot last year while on duty, a 13 

percent increase from 2019, according 
to the National Fraternal Order of Police.

Nevada has the least 
affordable housing in the 
country, according to the 
Department of Housing 

and Urban Development. 
Among low-income renter 

households in the state, 
81 percent face severe 

cost burdens.

81%

56%
People wear masks amid the COVID-19 pandemic in Central Park in New York on May 
16, 2020.

A GOVER NMENT WATCHDOG GROUP has filed an ethics complaint claiming 
that President Joe Biden misused taxpayer-funded resources by having White 
House lawyers address his own legal crisis.

In the complaint sent to the Office of Government Ethics, the group Protect 
the Public’s Trust took issue with the involvement of the White House Counsel’s 
Office in the ongoing fallout from Biden’s alleged improper handling of 
classified documents.

“The White House Counsel’s Office is not the President’s personal law firm. It 
does not represent the President in purely personal matters that are separate 
from his role as President,” the group wrote.

“Yet, the White House Counsel’s Office appears to be acting as lawyers to Joe 
Biden, private citizen, rather than President Biden in this matter.”

Federal law prohibits employees from using their official position for personal 
gain, according to the Department of Justice.

T W O  R E P U B L I C A N  H O U S E 
lawmakers landed committee 
assignments on the House 
Committee on Oversight and 
Accountability after having been 
stripped of them in the previous 
Democrat-controlled Congress on 
separate occasions in 2021.

Reps. Marjorie Taylor Greene 
(R-Ga.) and Paul Gosar (R-Ariz.) 
had both been stripped of their 
committee seats in 2021 over 
social media posts they had made.

Their reinstatement fulfills a 
promise by House Speaker Kevin 
McCarthy (R-Calif.), who said back 
in November 2021 they would 
regain their committee posts for 
the 118th Congress if Republicans 
won the House.

The Week in Short US

Biden Says 
Americans Would 
‘Need Some F-15s’ to 
Fight Government

Watchdog Files Ethics Complaint Over 
White House Lawyers in the Biden 
Classified Documents Fallout

WHITE HOUSE

CONGRESS

2ND AMENDMENT

PANDEMIC

House Republicans Introduce Bill to End 
COVID-19 Health Emergency

Reps. Greene, 
Gosar Back 
on Committee 
Assignments After 
Being Stripped of 
Them Previously

PR E SIDEN T JOE BIDEN has 
said that AR-15 rifles wouldn’t help 
Americans in an armed conflict 
with the federal government.

Biden made the comments during 
the National Action Network’s 
annual Martin Luther King Jr. Day 
breakfast in Washington, where 
he vowed to ban what he called 
“assault weapons,” referring to 
semiautomatic sporting rifles in the 
style of an AR-15.

“I love my right-wing friends 
who talk about ‘the tree of liberty is 
watered with the blood of patriots,’” 
he said. “If you need to worry about 
taking on the federal government, 
you need some F-15s. You don’t need 
an AR-15.”

331 
officers
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SAUDI AR ABIA, the world’s largest crude oil exporter, is considering trading 
in currencies other than the U.S. dollar, a kingdom official has revealed.

Mohammed Al-Jadaan, Saudi minister of finance, told Bloomberg 
TV in Davos, Switzerland, that officials are open to potentially utilizing 
other currencies as the energy juggernaut bolsters relations with its 
strategic partners.

“There are no issues with discussing how we settle our trade 
arrangements, whether it is in the U.S. dollar, whether it is the euro, whether 
it is the Saudi riyal,” he said. “I don’t think we are waving away or ruling out 
any discussion that will help improve the trade around the world.”

THE NUMBER OF PEOPLE being held 
on remand awaiting trial in England and 
Wales has risen to 14,507, the highest 
it has been for 50 years and a jump of 
44 percent in 18 months, according to a 
committee of UK lawmakers.

The backlog of trials caused by the 
COVID-19 pandemic and last year’s 
barristers’ strike have been blamed for 
the rise.

TA I WA N ’ S DE F E N S E M I N IST RY 
has stated that it will allow women to 
enroll in military reservist training 
for the first time as the self-governing 
island seeks to bolster its forces 
amid threats posed by the Chinese 
communist regime.

The ministry will allow about 200 
discharged female military personnel 
and 500 male reservists to participate 
in the voluntary training, which will 
begin in the second quarter of 2023, 
Taipei Times reported.

The dual-track training program, 
which began last year, consists of two 
weeks of training as opposed to the pre-
vious five to seven days. Under the new 
program, volunteer reservists can choose 
a one- or two-week training period.

Visit  THEEPOCHTIMES.COM

Exclusive interviews, shows, documentaries, movies, and more.

INCLUDED IN YOUR SUBSCRIPTION

RUSSIA’S CU R R EN T ACCOU N T SU R PLUS hit a record high in 2022, 
the country’s central bank says, as a fall in imports and robust oil and gas 
exports kept foreign money flowing in despite Western efforts to isolate 
the Russian economy.

Russia’s current account—a measure of the difference between all mon-
ey coming into a country through trade, investment, and transfers, and 

what flows back out—came in at $227.4 
billion, up 86 percent from 2021.

Russian imports fell sharply last 
year amid an exodus of Western 
firms after the West imposed sweep-
ing sanctions on Moscow for its 
invasion of Ukraine.

But the Kremlin has sought to re-
place revenues lost from its oil and gas 
exports to Europe with a pivot to Chi-
na, India, and other Asian countries.

Record 14,507 
People Being Held on 
Remand in England 
and Wales

Taiwan Opens 
Military Reservist 
Training to Women

Saudi Arabian Minister of Finance Mohammed Al-Jadaan (C) attends the 
Euromoney conference in Riyadh, Saudi Arabia, on May 2, 2018.

The Russian Central Bank headquar-
ters in Moscow on May 27, 2022.

Soldiers during a military exercise simulating 
an invasion by China’s People’s Liberation 
Army, in Pingtung, Taiwan, on July 28, 2022.

UK

TAIWAN

RUSSIA

Saudi Arabia Considers Global Trade in 
Non-Dollar Currencies

MIDDLE EAST

Russia Posts Record Current Account 
Surplus of $227 Billion in 2022
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TEXT AND PHOTOS BY STEVEN KOVAC

1.

3.

2.

6.

4. 5.

1. A horse rider braids 
his horse’s mane ahead 
of a traditional ritual 
honoring San Antonio 
Abad in San Bartolome 
de Pinares, Spain, on 
Jan. 16. Horse riders 
jump over bonfires to 
honor the patron saint 
of domestic animals. 

2. A man pays his 
respects to former King 
of Greece Constantine 
II, who died at 82, at 
his funeral at the St. 
Eleftherios chapel in 
Athens on Jan. 16. 

3. A performer spits 
fire during the Grebeg 
Sudiro festival, a 
prelude to the Lunar 
New Year celebrations, 
in Solo City, Indonesia, 
on Jan. 15. 

4. Girls carry a gas 
cylinder along a street 
in Kabul, Afghanistan, 
on Jan. 17. 

5. Old Pack Horse 
Bridge in Carrbridge, 
Scotland, on Jan. 18. 

6. Men tackle a bull 
as they participate in 
the annual bull-taming 
sport of jallikattu 
during the harvest 
festival of Pongal, in 
Avaniyapuram, India, 
on Jan. 15. 
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A Southwest Airlines passenger jet 
lands at Chicago Midway International 
Airport on Dec. 28, 2022.
PHOTO BY KAMIL KRZACZYNSKI/AFP VIA GETTY IMAGES

Airline wants new trial  af ter losing   case against fired worker who 
posted pro-life views   on social  media

FIRST AMENDMENT

B E L E A G U E R E D 
S O U T H W E S T 

F I G H T S  O N  A G A I N S T 
F O R M E R  W O R K E R

BY JANICE HISLE
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In Depth Courts In Depth Courts

ALL PHOTOS BY M
ICHAEL CIAGLO FOR THE EPOCH TIM

ES

Bigger Than 1 Employee
Current and former Southwest employ-
ees provided their views of Carter’s case 
on condition of anonymity, fearing re-
percussions.

Initially, the Carter case was lit-
tle-known among employee ranks.

More people learned about Carter and 
the case this summer after the Dallas 
jury’s verdict attracted national media 
attention. That ignited more employee 
interest and spawned a Facebook group 
focusing on the Carter case transcripts.

Recently, all of Carter’s peers received 
court-ordered notifications about the case.

Some now see Carter’s case as a cause 
célèbre. Supporters see her as a stan-
dard-bearer for free speech rights that 
seem to be under constant attack.

They say coworkers have been investi-
gated for even accidentally using “wrong 
pronouns” for transgender people.

Multiple sources said that the air-

line is even cracking down on employ-
ees for years-old social media posts 
on topics completely unrelated to the 
airline business.

Some employees allege that workers 
with conservative, traditional values 
seem to be singled out for discipline. 
At the same time, those considered 
“diverse”—ethnic minorities or those 
claiming transgender status—often 
have been allowed to “skate.”

The company’s “diversity, equity, and 
inclusion” programs encourage people 
to express themselves and bring their 
“authentic selves” to work. But those 
DEI policies appear to pertain mainly 
to people in preferred categories, some 
employees say.

Southwest’s alleged adherence to these 

“woke policies” was detailed in an exten-
sive Epoch Times report this summer.

The company’s continued pursuit of 
court action against Carter seems to 
show “the management disconnect” 
between Southwest’s upper echelon 
and its workforce, a former Southwest 
employee said.

As one worker said, the case’s even-
tual outcome could affect employees’ 
morale companywide: “As goes Char-
lene, so go the employees.”

Policy Versus Law
An April 2022 version of Southwest’s so-
cial media policy states that employees 
can be disciplined or fired for posting 
anything on social media that might 
affect the workplace “in any way.”

(Left) Charlene Carter, who worked for Southwest Airlines as a flight attendant for 
21 years before she was fired, holds her former uniform at her home in Aurora, 
Colo., on Aug. 30, 2022. (Above) A pin that Carter wore on her Southwest Airlines 
uniform, at her home in Aurora, Colo., on Aug. 30, 2022.

In the throes of a Christmas-
time operational meltdown, South-
west Airlines filed for a new trial 
in a high-profile employee rights 
case—a decision that makes crit-
ics question the airline’s sense of 
priorities.

The airline claims that a federal judge 
and jury erred when deciding in favor 
of a flight attendant, Charlene Carter. 
After being fired for using social media 
to express her pro-life views, Carter sued 
to get her job back. Arguing free-speech 
violations, Carter won a nationally pub-
licized verdict this summer.

Southwest’s latest filing opposing 
Carter’s victory landed on Jan. 2 amid 
one of the most embattled periods in 
the airline’s 51-year history.

In late December 2022, Southwest 
canceled more than 16,500 flights as a 
winter storm overloaded the airline’s 
outdated computer system and strained 
its internal processes. Southwest took 
far longer to recover from the storm 
than its competitors did.

The company’s epic performance fail-
ure inconvenienced millions of people. 
The airline stands to lose up to $835 mil-
lion, faces federal investigations, and 
has been hit with a class-action lawsuit 
over ticket-refund disputes.

Against that backdrop, critics are try-
ing to understand why Southwest would 
continue bothering with Carter’s case. 
They wonder, shouldn’t the company 
focus on fixing problems that contrib-
uted to the massive meltdown?

They also think the airline is com-
mitting a public-relations blunder by 
digging in its heels against Carter.

As one employee put it, the case looks 
like a David-versus-Goliath matchup—
pitting a multibillion-dollar corporation 
against a lone employee who wants to 
return to her job.

Some see the Carter case as emblem-
atic of deeper employee–management 
tensions that have now been laid bare.

The Epoch Times requested comment 
from attorneys on both sides in Carter’s 
case but received no reply from those 
representing Southwest.

In court records, the company insists 
it has done no wrong to her. Southwest 
also says it feels justified in its decision 
to continue fighting against Carter in 
court. Simultaneously, the airline has 

taken court-ordered steps to return her 
to the workforce.

Canary in a Coal Mine
People who have followed Carter’s case 
liken it to “a canary in a coal mine,” an 
early warning that internal conditions 
were turning toxic at Southwest.

The case dates back five years. In 
hindsight, employees say, that was a 
few years after they started feeling that 
the airline was veering away from the 
employee-friendly principles that pro-
pelled Southwest’s success.

The airline’s beloved founder, Herb 
Kelleher, is credited with laying that 
foundation. He infused love into “the 
LUV airline”; the carrier’s stock ticker is 
LUV because it’s based at Dallas Love Field.

Kelleher was famous for his folksy 
interactions; Carter is among the many 
employees who remember him fondly.

On Jan. 3, the fourth anniversary of 

Kelleher’s death, Carter posted a picture 
of him on Facebook.

“You were the reason I wanted to 
work for SWA,” Carter wrote, adding 
that she and others sorely missed him. 
“I will be forever grateful to have got-
ten the chance to work for the most 
amazing boss!”

When Carter was hired in 1996, Kelle-
her was CEO. After almost two decades 
in that role, he stepped aside in 2001 
after a cancer diagnosis. Kelleher re-
mained chairman until 2008.

In 2017, long after Kelleher’s tenure 
ended, Southwest fired Carter for using 
social media to send pro-life messages 
to her union president.

Some of Carter’s peers insist she nev-
er would’ve faced discipline if Kelle-
her-style management had remained 
in force. They say he wouldn’t have con-
doned some tactics that came to light 
during Carter’s case.

S o m e  S o u t h w e s t  e m p l o y e e s  a l l e g e  t h a t 
w o r k e r s  w i t h  c o n s e r v a t i v e ,  t r a d i t i o n a l 

v a l u e s  s e e m  t o  b e  s i n g l e d  o u t  f o r  d i s c i p l i n e . 
At  t h e  s a m e  t i m e ,  t h o s e  c o n s i d e r e d 

‘ d i v e r s e ’  o f t e n  h a v e  b e e n  a l l o w e d  t o  ‘ s k a t e . ’
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Incensed by her union’s activities 
connected to a pro-abortion group, 
Carter publicly posted videos of abort-
ed fetuses on Facebook. She also sent 
those to her union president in a private 
Facebook message.

Then-President Audrey Stone report-
ed Carter to Southwest management.

Deeming Carter’s messages “offen-
sive,” the company fired her. Carter lost 
her job despite an unblemished record 
of nearly 21 years.

Carter said she holds intensely per-
sonal religious reasons for opposing 
abortion.

Federal laws protect American em-
ployees’ rights to religious-based ex-
pression. In addition, the Railway La-
bor Act protects union-related speech 
among U.S. airline employees.

Citing those protections, a nonprofit 
legal defense foundation filed a federal 
lawsuit on Carter’s behalf.

Her lawyers obtained emails that re-
vealed stunning interactions between 
union activists and company managers.

One activist said he promoted “target-
ed assassinations”—job terminations—
of the union’s enemies. Activists would 
scour “targeted” employees’ social me-
dia accounts, looking for possible vio-
lations of company policy. Then they’d 
report those posts to management.

Following a trial in mid-2022, jurors 
found that Southwest and the union, 
Transport Workers Union of America 
Local 556, violated Carter’s federally 
protected rights to express her Chris-
tian pro-life beliefs and to criticize 
the union.

Judge Brantley Starr approved mone-
tary damages approaching $1 million for 
Carter a month ago. He also ruled that 
she was entitled to have her job back.

Now, Southwest is asking the judge 
to find fault with his own rulings and 
grant a retrial in U.S. District Court in 
Dallas.

Carter’s legal team says such a motion 
has little chance of prevailing. But, by 
filing its new-trial motion just before 
an appeals deadline, Southwest bought 
more time to file with the 5th U.S. Circuit 
Court of Appeals, as threatened, Carter’s 
attorneys say.

Costs Are Climbing
Southwest denies wrongdoing in Car-
ter’s case.

The airline says it upholds employees’ 
rights to communicate “in a civil and 
respectful manner.” Southwest fired 
Carter after deciding she ran afoul of 
that standard.

In a Jan. 2 court filing, Southwest as-
serts that the jury’s decision favoring 

Carter was based on flawed instructions 
and insufficient evidence.

Southwest also faults Starr for “unfair 
management of the trial and other legal 
errors.”

The airline complains that Starr 
granted extra time to Carter’s lawyers, 
“improperly limited Southwest’s com-
munications with its witnesses during 
trial,” and failed to “adequately explain” 
his refusal to throw out the case.

Southwest filed its motion for a new 
trial right before the expiration of a 28-
day time limit after Starr specified how 
the jury’s will would be imposed.

On Dec. 5, 2022, the judge granted 
Carter $600,000 in compensatory and 
punitive damages, with Southwest and 
Local 556 each paying half. Those were 
the maximums the law allows, far be-
low the $5 million that jurors voted to 
award Carter. They were unaware of 
the limits.

Starr also ordered Southwest to pay 
Carter $150,000 in back pay plus another 
$60,000 or so in prejudgment interest. 
In a separate order, Starr sanctioned 
Southwest about $25,000 for failing to 
help make a witness available.

In mid-December, Carter’s lawyers 
from the National Right to Work Legal 
Defense Foundation (NRTW) filed a 
motion calling for Southwest and Local 
556 to absorb costs incurred in Carter’s 
defense.

That motion seeks about $2.8 million 
in attorneys’ fees and costs.

The two defendants, Southwest and 
Local 556, filed court paperwork asking 
Starr to suspend the monetary portions 
of his order, pending appeal. The defen-
dants jointly posted a bond of $4.8 mil-
lion, estimated to be the “upper limit” 
at stake in the Carter case.

Controversy Erupts  
Over 17,000 Notices
As ordered, Southwest has taken steps 
to reinstate Carter. But Carter’s legal 
team accuses the airline of violating 
part of Starr’s order—an allegation 
Southwest denies.

On Dec. 30, 2022, NRTW filed a motion 
asking the judge to hold the airline in 
contempt of court. NRTW also wants 
Starr to fine Southwest. But Southwest 
later countered that it had “fully com-
plied” with the judge’s order.

The controversy leading to the con-
tempt motion began on Dec. 20—just 
before the winter storm that touched off 
Southwest’s widespread cancellations.

On that date, Southwest had ar-
ranged for Carter to catch a flight from 
her home in Colorado. The airline sum-
moned her to the company’s 
Dallas headquarters as a step 
toward reinstating her.

As Carter was claiming her 
employee badge, the airline and 
Local 556 sent notices about 
Carter’s case to all 17,000 South-
west flight attendants, includ-
ing Carter.

Starr had ordered those no-
tifications, but Carter didn’t 
know when they might be sent.

A friend of Carter, who works 
at the airline, said the notices 
caught Carter off-guard. So did 
some of the content. “It was 
awful,” her friend said. The 
wording seemed to throw cold water 
on Carter’s eagerly anticipated return 
to work.

On NRTW’s advice, Carter, 57, declined 
to be interviewed for this story.

‘Thumbed Their  
Nose at the Judge’
While Local 556 wrote a three-sentence 
notification closely mirroring the lan-
guage in Starr’s order, Southwest wrote 
two notices.

One was a short email with court de-
cisions attached. The other was a page-
long memo from Southwest’s legal de-
partment.

NRTW takes serious issue with much 
of what the airline said.

“They were supposed to let everyone 
else know at Southwest Airlines that 
they wouldn’t do this type of thing to 
anyone else,” Mark Mix, NRTW presi-
dent, told The Epoch Times. “And yet 
they thumbed their nose at the judge 
in that case.”

He said the airline, in its notices, failed 
to own up to “what they did wrong, and 
the fact that they won’t do it again.”

Instead, Mix said, Southwest essen-
tially told its employees, “We didn’t do 
anything, but we’ve got to mail you this 
notice ... [and] we object to what Char-
lene did.”

Southwest, in one of the notices, 

wrote, “[The judge] ordered us to in-
form you that Southwest does not dis-
criminate against our employees for 
their religious practices and beliefs.”

NRTW lawyer Matthew Gilliam com-
plained about this wording in a letter to 
Southwest’s lawyers.

A jury found the airline did discrim-
inate against Carter “for her protected 
speech about religion and unions,” Gil-
liam said. But the company’s notices 
suggest that Southwest “does not and 
has never engaged in religious discrim-
ination.”

Gilliam called the airline’s message 
“patently false” and a misrepresentation 
of the outcome of Carter’s case.

In addition, the airline’s announce-
ment “violates the court’s injunction 
against treating Carter differently and 
less favorably,” Gilliam alleged.

The airline also “disparaged” Carter 
in the notice, Gilliam said.

Social Media Policy at Issue
The company told employees that Car-
ter’s case involved social media use in 
a way that created “unnecessary ten-
sion” in the workplace and “crossed the 
boundaries of acceptable behavior.”

Southwest described her posts and 
messages as “inappropriate, ha-
rassing, and offensive.”

The airline said it was “ex-
tremely disappointed” in the 
case’s outcome. However, the 
company promised to “imple-
ment the judgment as we work 
through the appeal process and 
await a final ruling.”

In response to the litigation, 
Southwest said, “We are current-
ly refreshing our social media 
policy.”

Considering how that poli-
cy was used in Carter’s case, 
“Southwest’s memo chills and 
restrains employees’ religious 

beliefs and expression,” Gilliam wrote.
He accused Southwest of declaring 

itself “the arbiter of what protected con-
duct the company is willing to permit, 
as it did with Carter.”

Gilliam also wrote, “The entire com-
munication makes clear that nothing 
has changed as to Southwest’s enforce-
ment of its social media policies.”

The company concluded its notice 
by stating: “Each and every employee 
is valued, and we must work to ensure 
that everyone is comfortable in their 
work environment ... regardless of 
our differing opinions. It’s the South-
west way.”

O n e  S o u t h w e s t  w o r k e r 
s a y s  t h a t  t h e  e v e n t u a l 

o u t c o m e  o f  C a r t e r ’s  c a s e 
c o u l d  a f f e c t  e m p l o y e e s ’ 

m o r a l e  c o m p a n y w i d e .
Then-Southwest Airlines Chairman Herb Kelleher marches in a parade during a 
welcoming ceremony at the Philadelphia International Airport, in this file photo.

A pro-life 
campaigner 
displays a 
plastic doll 
representing 
a 12-week-
old fetus. 
Charlene 
Carter was 
fired for 
using social 
media to 
express 
her pro-life 
views.
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In her termination notice, the com-
pany said: “Charlene, when you posted 
the graphic [abortion] videos and pic-
tures on Facebook, you were identifi-
able as a Southwest Airlines employ-
ee.” Therefore, the airline said, Carter 
“represented our company in a manner 
that is disparaging to Southwest flight 
attendants as well as to all Southwest 
employees.”

That’s a stretch, Mix says.
Regardless of the past issues and the 

continuing court disputes, Mix hopes 
Carter can return to work and continue 
her career.

Whatever happens, NRTW “will con-
tinue to litigate and protect her rights 
in the workplace,” he said, adding, 
“The foundation has been support-
ing her throughout this five-year legal 
odyssey.”

Southwest Asserts 1st 
Amendment Rights
Meanwhile, on Jan. 6, Southwest filed a 
response to NRTW’s contempt allegation.

The airline says Starr should deny 
that motion.

Southwest said its communications to 
Carter’s coworkers “are consistent with 
the requirements the court imposed.”

Based on other court cases, proving 
contempt of court requires “clear and 
convincing evidence” of a violation 
committed willfully or in bad faith, 
Southwest said.

NRTW lacks the necessary proof, 
Southwest said. The company argues 
that its actions have shown it “substan-
tially complied with this court’s order 
and acted in good faith.”

Besides making the required notifica-
tions, Southwest has scheduled Carter 

for training at the end of this month.
Southwest criticized NRTW for quib-

bling over the wording in the court-or-
dered notices.

“Carter complains about the phrase 
‘does not discriminate,’ rather than 
‘may not discriminate’ in the email no-
tice. That complaint is unwarranted,” 
Southwest’s lawyers wrote.

Because the jury’s verdict and Starr’s 
judgment were attached to that email, 
it was clear that “Southwest was found 
to have violated Carter’s rights,” the 
airline said.

And, putting the cherry on top of a 
controversy that has revolved around 
free speech, Southwest asserts its right 
to freely express its opinions. The air-
line declared that “Carter’s theory of 
contempt violates Southwest’s First 
Amendment right to speech.” 

A Southwest Airlines ground crew member organizes unclaimed luggage at Los Angeles International Airport on Dec. 28, 2022. 
Southwest canceled more than 16,500 flights as a winter storm overloaded the airline’s outdated computer system and strained 
its internal processes.

Charlene Carter won a $5.1 million verdict against Southwest and her union, but 
Southwest is asking the judge to find fault with his own rulings and grant a retrial in 
the U.S. District Court in Dallas.

Company ‘Strongly Disagrees’
Gilliam threatened to seek a contempt 
ruling if the company failed to send out 
corrected notices within five days of his 
Dec. 22, 2022, letter.

But that deadline hit on Dec. 27 while 
Southwest was knee-deep in cleaning 
up its post-Christmas mess. The air-
line’s lawyers asked for an extra day 
to respond.

On Dec. 28, attorney Paulo McKee-
by responded with a letter stating that 
the airline “strongly disagrees with the 
suggestion it has not complied” with 
Starr’s order.

Southwest “took immediate steps” 
to follow Starr’s order, McKeeby wrote.

Further, McKeeby said: “The judg-
ment did not say that Southwest had 
to exactly follow the language used by 
Judge Starr. ... Southwest’s notice com-
plied with the spirit and wording of the 
court’s judgment.”

McKeeby declared that the notices 
“clearly convey the message that South-
west is not allowed to discriminate or 
retaliate based on religion, and will not 
do so in the future.”

Company Tactics Analyzed
Mix, the NRTW president, further ana-
lyzed Southwest’s recent court filings.

In its retrial request motion, South-

west, in essence, is asking the judge 
to admit: “Yeah, everything you said 
about this case in your final judgment is 
not true,” Mix said, adding wryly, “Like 
that’s gonna happen.”

Filing such a motion is a common 
legal maneuver for losers of civil cas-
es such as Carter’s, Mix said. Doing so 
“stops the clock from ticking” on the 
appeal deadline. That gives the losing 
side more time to prepare its appeal 
while also taking a long shot at securing 
a retrial, Mix said.

“It happens all the time; they just 
kind of throw the kitchen sink at it and 
say, ‘You know, we deserve a new trial,’” 
he said.

Southwest is entitled to choose that 
route. But, considering the airline’s re-
cent operational challenges, Mix said: 
“It’s kind of interesting that Southwest 
Airlines wants to go ahead and bring 
this up again. ... They’ve had a pretty bad 
‘media month,’ if you ask me.”

The airline’s meltdown was so ex-
tensive, it seems most people know 
someone who was affected. Mix said 
his daughter was among the thousands 
of stranded passengers.

Ironically, while his daughter was 
entangled in Southwest’s travel 
nightmare, Mix’s organization was 
grappling with the airline in Carter’s 
court case.

The airline seemingly needs to forti-
fy its ranks and regain its footing after 
massive cancellations, Mix said. Yet, 
“they want to have another round of 
discussion about mistreating one of 
their employees about something that 
had nothing to do with the workplace,” 
he said.

Carter’s quarrel was with the union, 
not the company. If Southwest “would 
have just stayed out of it ... that would 
have been a whole different story,” Mix 
said.

Instead, the company took extra steps 
to connect Carter’s Facebook posts to 
Southwest, Mix said.

Southwest dug through Carter’s Face-
book photo albums to find years-old 
pictures of her in uniform. That was 
enough, the airline said, to make Carter 
appear to be representing the company 
when she ranted against abortion.

“They were 
supposed to let 

everyone else 
know at Southwest 

Airlines that they 
wouldn’t do this 
type of thing to 

anyone else. And 
yet they thumbed 
their nose at the 

judge in that case.” 

Mark Mix, president, NRTW
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The logo of the African National 
Congress from behind the fenced 
area reserved for the media at 
the National Recreation Center in 
Johannesburg on Dec. 15, 2022. 

PHOTO BY MARCO LONGARI/AFP VIA GETTY IMAGES

Nelson Mandela’s party faces unprecedented 
reckoning as nation spirals

MISMANAGEMENT

CORRUPTION  
IN SOUTH AFRICA 

B Y  D A R R E N  TAY L O R
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On a rainy Wednesday  
morning, with a gun-
metal gray sky overhead, 
four men in their late 20s 
share a street corner 

with a dead cat in the township of Thoko-
za, east of Johannesburg. Smoke rises 
above them as they share homemade 
cigarettes filled with cheap tobacco.

“Smoking helps us forget our prob-
lems,” said David Ngobese, 32. “There 
are no jobs here; nothing to do.”

“No hope,” said his friend.
The shell of a community hall loomed 

nearby, burned almost to the ground 
during anti-government riots that 
erupted in several cities in South Afri-
ca in July 2021.

The men trudged across a park once 
filled with happy children; it’s home 

now to rats, rubble, plastic bags, and 
other waste.

Ngobese told The Epoch Times he’d 
been searching for a job since he grad-
uated from technical college eight 
years ago.

“I am an electrician; I do piece [odd] 

jobs but it is not enough, even for 
food,” he said.

Ngobese is one of an estimated 11 
million people below the age of 34 who 
should be formally employed in Africa’s 
most industrialized and technologically 
advanced economy but aren’t.

Sociologists and other experts often 
refer to this section of the population 
as a “ticking timebomb.”

It was largely jobless youth who drove 
the death and destruction that unfold-
ed during post-apartheid South Africa’s 
worst-ever civil unrest 18 months ago.

Statistics South Africa, the govern-
ment’s data collection agency, put the 
current unemployment rate at almost 
35 percent, the highest in the world.

As unemployment, poverty, and asso-
ciated crime soar, anger directed at the 

World South Africa World South Africa
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African National Congress (ANC)—in 
power since Nelson Mandela became 
the country’s first black president in 
1994—is building.

Decades of apartheid created the 
most unequal society in the world, 
and decades of ANC governance hav-
en’t changed that.

Most of the country’s wealth comes pri-
marily from the mining of minerals—in-
cluding gold and platinum—agriculture, 
and manufacturing, which remains in 
the hands of white capitalists, joined by a 
small group of ANC-linked black business-
people enriched by the party’s policy of 
black economic empowerment.

Corruption and maladministration 
have paralyzed state-owned enterprises.

Railways, for example, no longer func-
tion. South African Airways, once the 

pride of the continent’s skies, is nearing 
bankruptcy. The state power utility, Es-
kom, is no longer able to keep the lights 
on, and electricity outages of up to 12 
hours a day are now common, costing 
the economy billions in lost production, 
and lives.

To rescue government companies 
from collapse, successive ANC admin-
istrations have borrowed billions of 
dollars from international lending 
agencies and global bond markets at 
exorbitant rates, adding to South Afri-
ca’s ever-growing debt burden.

In October 2022, that stood at $256 
billion.

Across South Africa, areas governed 
by the ANC have become wastelands of 
violence and desperation, once-thriving 
towns visited by tourists disintegrating.

Funds meant for poverty alleviation, 
development, and service delivery have 
disappeared into the pockets of ANC 
mayors and councilors.

Refuse rots in the streets, uncollected, 
stark evidence of the decay the ANC has 
brought into the lives of the vast major-
ity of citizens.

“When you visit these places, you 
can’t believe you’re in South Africa. It’s 
more like being in [war-ravaged] Soma-
lia,” professor Alex van den Heever, of 
the department of governance at Wits 
University in Johannesburg, told The 
Epoch Times.

Even ANC veterans, such as Mavuso 
Msimang, who once carried an AK-47 to 
fight apartheid forces, acknowledge the 
party has been a “great disappointment.”

“People are fed-up with their 

(Far Left–Above) People 
gather to protest for 
water and electricity 
services by closing off 
the M25 highway in 
Inanda, South Africa, 
on April 13, 2022.  
(Left) Informal 
settlements
in Khayelitsha, home
to millions of people in
mostly impoverished
circumstances, in South
Africa on Feb. 22, 2022.

Corruption and 
maladministration 
have paralyzed South 
Africa’s state-owned 
enterprises.



26 E P O C H  I N S I G H T  Week 3, 2023 E P O C H  I N S I G H T  Week 3, 2023  27  

CLOCKW
ISE FROM

 TOP L: RODGER BOSCH/AFP VIA GETTY IM
AGES, TREVOR SAM

SON/FILES/AFP 
VIA GETTY IM

AGES, RAJESH JANTILAL/AFP VIA GETTY IM
AGES

selfishness and lies, and their 
unfulfilled promises to change,” 
he told The Epoch Times. “The ANC 
stopped being the ANC I knew a long 
time ago. It is literally killing itself.”

Van den Heever said the party is be-
ing “torn apart” by factions battling to 
control lucrative government contracts.

In some provinces, ANC officials 
competing for seats on town and city 
councils, and by extension access to 
tenders and contracts, are murdering 
one another.

“The ANC members, because they’ve 
not been able to grow the GDP of the 
country, they’re fighting over a shrink-
ing cake, and the fights are becoming 

more bitter; murders are kicking in, 
political assassinations are kicking in,” 
Sandile Swana, an independent political 
analyst, told The Epoch Times.

“From here, it’s going to get worse, for 
as long as the ANC remains in power.”

When unionist-turned-mining-mag-
nate Cyril Ramaphosa ousted Jacob 
Zuma as ANC leader and South Africa’s 
president in early 2018, he was praised for 
acknowledging the presence of “crimi-
nals” inside his party and government.

He promised “swift action” against 
them.

But only one, a close ally of Zuma, has 
so far been charged with financial crimes.

Ramaphosa himself is increasingly 
hamstrung by allegations of money 
laundering and tax evasion against 
him, related to the mysterious theft of 
at least $600,000 from his luxury game 
ranch in early 2020. The incident was 
exposed only late last year, by Zuma’s 
former police intelligence chief.

Yet Ramaphosa’s alleged crimes pale 
alongside those of his predecessor. A 
commission of inquiry has concluded 
that more than 500 billion rand ($34 bil-
lion) may have been stolen from state-
owned entities during Zuma’s nine-year 
tenure, from 2009 to early 2018, mostly 
during the last four years of that period.

Some financial experts say the fig-
ure’s closer to $70 billion.

The commission linked several 
high-ranking ANC officials, including 
former and current Cabinet ministers, 
to the corruption that’s become known 
as “state capture” in South Africa.

Ramaphosa said his prosecutors were 
building cases against them, but not one 
has been indicted.

We ‘Started Off So Well’ 
ANC veteran Pallo Jordan, one of Man-
dela’s first Cabinet ministers, told The 
Epoch Times his organization made a 
“good start” in government in 1994, af-
ter replacing the white National Party, 
which had been in power since 1948.

“We gave human rights to all. We built 
millions of houses and gave water and 
electricity to millions of poor people. 
Our job creation policies were working, 
we were bringing crime down.

“We made mistakes, but the progress 
continued under President [Thabo] 
Mbeki.”

Mbeki succeeded Mandela in 1999, 
but was ousted by Zuma in 2008.

“That’s when the rot started to set in,” 
Jordan said.

But another ANC veteran, and former-
ly the government’s top statistician, Pali 
Lehohla, told The Epoch Times the par-
ty’s “good start” lasted only two years.

“By 1996, there was dramatic change, 
and things changed for the better. The 
question is, did they change for the 
better sustainably? All those things 
have fallen apart! We don’t even have 
electricity anymore. Ukraine has more 
electricity than us!

“Yes, the ANC built houses, but many 
housing projects have been ruined by 
corruption and substandard building. 
The education and health systems, 
which started off so well, have been 
mismanaged to the point of ruin.

“People die every day because the 
state can’t provide them with medicines 
and proper care. Services have collapsed 
in almost every ANC municipality.”

Lehohla said he was “sick” of the 
ANC blaming Zuma and his allies for 
“everything that’s wrong” with South 
Africa today.

“It hurts to say but even under Madi-
ba [Mandela’s clan name], there were 
signs that the ANC was abandoning its 
mission to improve the lives of the poor. 
People forget there was corruption un-
der Madiba and Mbeki as well,” he said.

The first major corruption scandal 
involving the ANC happened a few 
months after Mandela took office. His 
delegate to the United Nations, Rev. Al-
lan Boesak, was accused of “misusing” 
funds donated to a “peace and justice” 
group with ties to the ANC.

An internal party investigation, led by 
Mbeki, cleared Boesak of wrongdoing, 
a finding that the Scandinavian donors 
described as “ludicrous.”

Soon after, local media reports im-
plicated Mandela’s health minister, 
Dr. Nkosazana Zuma, in fraud. She al-
legedly “misappropriated” millions 
of rand meant to fund a play called 
“Sarafina,” that warned youngsters 
against unsafe sex.

Mandela accused the media of “cre-
ating an uproar,” saying Zuma should 
be “left alone to do her job.”

And that’s exactly what the ANC and 
its law enforcement agencies did, estab-
lishing a modus operandi that contin-
ues to this day.

In October 1996, more than a year 
after the minister’s alleged corruption 
had been exposed, professor Steven 
Friedman, then of the Centre for Policy 
Studies in Johannesburg, told The New 
York Times: “The ANC has established 
a very clear pattern and the pattern is 
simple: You can be whatever you like 
as long as you are loyal.

“The minister of health may be re-
sponsible for ‘Sarafina’ but she is loyal, 
so she will be defended. The problem is 
you can’t deal with corruption this way.’’

The same article quoted Ramaphosa, 
then the ANC’s third-in-command, as 
saying: “The ANC is pained immensely 
by stories of corruption. We are highly 
conscious of the damage that corrup-
tion does to a party and a country.”

Themba Sono, frequently jailed by the 
apartheid government for activism that 
stretched over three decades, grew up 
supporting the ANC. It would later expel 
him for “indiscipline.”

Sono, now an 81-year-old retired econ-
omist, told The Epoch Times, “I saw the 
signs early on and they got rid of me and 
my big mouth.

“I warned that we were replacing a 
corrupt white government with a cor-
rupt black government.

“But no one wanted to hear the truth; 
they just wanted to hear about the ‘mir-
acle’ of the ‘new’ South Africa.

“Mandela and I were friends, but he 
was often blind to the failings of the 
people around him.”

Ever since it came to power, the ANC 
has “protected, nurtured and promot-

ed” the corrupt in its ranks, to the ex-
tent that the party “now resembles an 
organized crime syndicate,” Swana said.

Nkosazana Zuma has been in various 
positions in the Cabinet ever since the 
“Sarafina” episode and has been impli-
cated in numerous cases of corruption. 
She recently ran an unsuccessful cam-
paign to replace Ramaphosa as ANC 
leader.

Her ex-husband, Jacob Zuma, became 
president in 2009, despite strong evi-
dence he’d siphoned off millions of rand 
from a multibillion-dollar deal signed 
in 1999 to “modernize” South Africa’s 
armed forces with new aircraft, war-
ships, and weapons.

The ANC protected Zuma, and other 
leading party figures, including Mbeki, 

from allegations of fraud, corruption, 
bribery, racketeering, and money laun-
dering connected to the arms deal.

Charges were reinstated against Zuma 
after he lost the presidency; he’s current-
ly fighting to have them dismissed.

“The ANC has always had a policy of 
cadre deployment,” Van den Heever 
said. “In terms of that, instead of giv-
ing top jobs to people based on skill and 
merit, it rewards loyal members with 
those jobs. Its argument has always 
been, ‘If we put loyal ANC members in 
those posts, they will implement our 
policies and everything will be okay.’

“But, of course, policies are useless 
when you don’t have the skill and ex-
perience to implement them.

“So now we sit with state enterprises 

When Cyril Ramaphosa (Top) ousted 
Jacob Zuma (Above) as African 
National Congress leader and South 
Africa’s president in early 2018, he 
promised “swift action” against 
“criminals” inside his party and 
government. But only one, a close ally 
of Zuma, has so far been charged with 
financial crimes. Ramaphosa himself 
has been increasingly hamstrung by 
allegations of money laundering and 
tax evasion against him.

The ANC is being ‘torn 
apart’ by factions 
battling to control 
lucrative government 
contracts, an expert 
says.
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Nelson Mandela of the African National Congress became the country’s first black 
president in 1994, replacing F. W. de Klerk of the National Party, which had been in 
power since 1948.
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tions of 2021 represented a more accu-
rate reflection of the ANC’s decline. It 
got less than 48 percent of the national 
vote, the first time in its history as the 
governing party that it failed to secure 
more than 50 percent.

The ANC lost control of several major 
cities and towns.

A poll by the international market 
research group Ipsos was one of many 
that emerged last year to find that the 
party likely would’t get enough of the 
vote in 2024 to win outright control of 
government.

To hold on to significant power, the 
ANC would have to enter a governing 
coalition.

The chief opposition party, the broad-
ly centrist Democratic Alliance, with al-
most 21 percent of the vote in 2019, has 
rejected the possibility of cooperating 
“in any way” with the ANC.

wouldn’t be in line with the ANC’s “self-
ish interests” and “dedication to state 
control.”

“I’m not saying there’s no corruption 
in the private sector. The Jacob Zuma ad-
ministration collaborated closely with 
local and international private firms to 
plunder the public purse,” he said. “But 
privatization of state assets, such as Es-
kom, would undoubtedly stem the flow 
of illicit money that’s currently keeping 
the ANC on life support.”

Van Heerden said the ANC was also 
“too scared” to end food subsidies, 
which had distorted markets and 
“stunted” diversification of the econ-
omy, and to deregulate markets to en-
courage competition.

“The ANC doesn’t want competition; 
it wants control of a limited number of 
players,” Van den Heever said.

“Only a few countries in the world 
can afford such a luxurious policy and 
we aren’t one of them. Yet we have it 
because the ANC wants young votes.”

He said the ANC had failed South 
Africa largely because it continued to 
“bow and bend to the most ridiculous 
demands” from public-sector unions.

“The government knows that tens 
of thousands of workers are surplus to 
requirements across the state sector. 
It knows that some of its ministers are 
useless and that some are worse; they’re 
criminals. But it does nothing to free 
South Africa of these burdens.

“Instead, what does it do? It takes out 
huge loans, indebting future genera-

and national, local, and provincial 
governments packed with unqualified 
people whose priority is the ANC, and 
in many cases, stealing on behalf of 
the ANC.”

No Courage to Make  
‘Tough Calls’
But it isn’t the ANC’s “obvious” corrup-
tion that will ultimately “destroy” it, 
Swana said.

“A government can steal as much as 
it wants, as long as it leaves enough be-
hind for its people,” he said. “If citizens 
have jobs, food, shelter, basic services, 
safety and security, education for their 
kids ... Well, a government can get away 
with pretty much anything.”

What’s eventually going to result in 
the ANC losing power, Swana said, is 
its failure for the past 30 years to im-
plement a credible economic strategy, 
that would spark consistent growth to 
pull significant numbers of citizens out 
of poverty.

“Business has been presenting plans 
to government for years about how the 
economy should be rebuilt, but the ANC 
doesn’t hear sense,” he said. “It says it 
wants to involve all sectors in devel-
oping the country. But really it wants 
to control every aspect of society that 
involves money.”

Oscar van Heerden, a political econo-
mist at the University of Fort Hare, told 
The Epoch Times that the ANC had failed 
because of its “inherent corruption and 
immorality,” but also because it had al-
ways lacked the courage to take “tough 
decisions.”

Primarily, he said, the government 
should have privatized state-owned 
industries.

“Private companies are motivated 
by profit. This incentivizes them to be 
more productive and more efficient and 
to deliver better services. They could 
raise more money for government.”

But privatization is anathema to the 
ANC’s communist partners and, per-
haps more significantly, to the labor 
unions that traditionally campaign for 
the ANC ahead of elections.

Van Heerden said privatization would 
also “crush” the criminal syndicates 
“bleeding” public corporations.

But, Van den Heever said, this 

tions, in so doing making ... sure that 
struggle, poverty, and lack of develop-
ment will be entrenched in South Africa 
for generations to come.”

A Better South Africa  
Without ANC? 
The ANC overperformed at the polls in 
2019, according to political analysts, 
garnering more than 57 percent of the 
vote.

“People voted ANC four years ago be-
cause they saw Ramaphosa as a messiah; 
they believed his message of change and 
renewal following the utter devastation 
of the Zuma years,” Lehohla said. “That 
optimism faded very fast.”

Swana said the local government elec-

World South Africa World South Africa

“Up to now, the ANC 
has partnered with 
white capitalists 
simply to build a 
small black elite, 
while most black 
people get poorer.”

Julius Malema, 
leader, Economic 
Freedom Fighters

Its most likely bedfellow, Van den 
Heever said, would be the country’s 
third-largest party, the Economic Free-
dom Fighters (EFF), which won almost 11 
percent of the vote four years ago.

The EFF, led by its firebrand, ultra-left-
ist, corruption-accused “command-
er-in-chief,” Julius Malema, has said for 
it to consider any “alliance” with the 
ANC, the ruling party would have to 
agree to its “non-negotiable” demands.

These include the nationalization of 
“all forms of wealth,” including mines 
and financial institutions; expropri-
ation of land and property owned by 
whites, without compensating them; 
and the “destruction of white monop-
oly capital.”

Malema told The Epoch Times: “When 
these things happen, wealth will pass 
into the hands of the rightful owners 
of South Africa, the black majority. The 
whites who want to stay in the country 
are welcome, but opportunities will be 
much more limited for them.

“Up to now, the ANC has partnered 
with white capitalists simply to build a 
small black elite, while most black peo-
ple get poorer. We will make sure this 
changes when we are in government. 
Pro-poor policies are the answer, not 
pro-business.”

There is, of course, the possibility 
that the ANC corrupts the Independent 
Electoral Commission ahead of the 2024 
polls, to rig the election to ensure it gets 
the majority it needs to maintain abso-
lute power.

It’s a scenario that even its fiercest 
critics agree is unlikely.

“The ANC, as corrupt and incompe-
tent as it is, prizes the fact that South 
Africa’s seen as one of the few strong 
democracies in Africa. It cannot be de-
nied that every election since 1994 has 
been free and fair.

“The ANC also prizes its membership 
in the G-20. It’s not going to jeopardize 
this by rigging an election when there 
are still other options open to it to con-
tinue having a strong hand on the levers 
of power,” Van den Heever said.

In 2004, Jacob Zuma declared that the 
ANC “would rule South Africa until Je-
sus comes back.”

In 2023, his prediction faces its great-
est test. 

A volunteer cooks porridge for 
children in an underprivileged area in 
Johannesburg on May 23, 2020.

“Services have 
collapsed in 
almost every ANC 
municipality.”

Pali Lehohla, 
former 
statistician, ANC
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PEOPLE WATCH SEAGULLS FLY BY  
while sitting on the banks of the Ganges 

River during the annual Magh Mela festival 
at the Triveni Sangam, the confluence of 

the Ganga, Yamuna, and Saraswati rivers, 
in Prayagraj, India, on Jan. 14.

PHOTO BY SANJAY KANOJIA/AFP VIA GETTY IMAGES

At the Horizon
SPOTLIGHT
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HORMONE 
THERAPY

‘ALMOST  
KILLED ME’

Doctors told California man with heart condition that 
cross-sex hormones were killing him

TRANSGENDERISM

David Bacon, 
who went 
by Lisa 
while taking 
estrogen, at 
25 years old. 

ALL PH
O
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BY BRAD JONES

man born With a heart defect 
says taking estrogen and testoster-

one-blocker pills in a desire to be-
come female almost killed him.

David Bacon of Monterey 
County, California, was told by his doctors in 
2017 that he had two weeks to live if he didn’t 
quit the cross-sex hormones he started taking 
in 2014, he said.

“Hormone replacement therapy almost 
killed me,” Bacon, now 31, told The Epoch 
Times. “My experience was very traumatic 
and life-threatening.”

Before he was prescribed the drugs, Bacon said 
two therapists advised him that he could be at 
risk of suicide if he didn’t transition his gender.

Heart Defect
Bacon suffers from pulmonary atresia, a birth 
defect of the heart in which the valve that con-
trols blood flow from the heart to the lungs 
doesn’t form, making it difficult for blood to 
flow to the lungs to pick up and carry oxygen 
to the body.

“Something didn’t feel 
right with my body. 
Something felt off.  

I didn’t know it at the 
time, but it was just 

puberty.”

David Bacon

Feature Health Care
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Feature Health Care

ALL PHOTOS COURTESY OF DAVID BACON

Feature Health Care

low in his senior year that he dropped out, opting 
for a home study program. He graduated in 2009.

“My GPA skyrocketed, so the bullying was a 
problem for me,” he said.‘I Wanted to Be Female’

Bacon identified as “queer,” but as time went 
on, he began dressing in more feminine clothes, 
and by the time he was 18, he was committed to 
the idea of a full gender transition.

“I really felt like I was ac-
tually a female. I did fully 
feel that I was a woman,” 
he said.

He began taking estrogen 
and testosterone blockers in 
November 2014. He was 23.

About a year and a half 
into hormone replacement 
therapy, Bacon went to the 
Planned Parenthood office 
in Salinas, California, to 
meet with a surgical team 
of gender transition spe-
cialists.

“I apparently met their 
requirements for breast implants and bottom 
surgery,” he said.

He compared the Planned Parenthood experi-
ence to “a Build-a-Bear workshop” where he was 
expected to create a female version of himself, 
he said.

“They had about 40 different breast types and 
sizes to select,” he said. “It was very weird.”

The specialists also discussed bottom surgery.
“They were also talking about removing my 

penis,” he said. “They call it penis inversion. ... 
They showed me 27 pictures of what my vagina 
could look like.”

But when the specialists left the room, a nurse 
gave him more details about the surgeries. She 
told him more than 90 percent of male-to-female 
transgender patients usually kept their male 
genitals, and that surgically created “vaginas” 
made from penis inversions, or vaginoplasty, 
weren’t without medical complications.

“They have this process called dilating, where 
you have to put something up there four to five 
times a day to keep it from closing because it’s 
literally just an open wound,” Bacon said.

After that discussion, Bacon decided against 
any surgeries—top or bottom.

Female Persona
In 2015, Bacon legally changed his first name 
and attended Monterey Peninsula College as 
Lisa Bacon.

However, with his medical problems and pre-

He has had nine open-heart surgeries to im-
plant heart valves made of bovine and porcine 
animal tissue, which become clogged or wear 
out over time.

Early in his childhood, Bacon developed 
post-traumatic stress disorder (PTSD) from the 
surgeries. When he was 13, he woke up in the 
middle of an operation, which only compounded 
his fear and anxiety, he said.

“It was very traumatic. I already had PTSD, so 
that just added more to it,” he said. “I’m one of 
the very few people who can say ‘I’ve seen the 
inside of my heart.’”

At school, his medical condition kept him from 
doing strenuous activities and playing certain 
sports. He was homeschooled until fifth grade 
and given an Individualized Education Plan for 
children with disabilities when he entered public 
school.

“I had a learning curve,” he said. “My attention 
span wasn’t there all the time.”

Bacon said his mom always suspected he 
might have some form of autism or ADHD, but 
he was never tested for it.

Gender Disconnect
In fifth grade, Bacon began attending public 
school.

He recalls coming home from school one day 
feeling out of sorts with his gender. That evening, 
Bacon wanted to tell his family but couldn’t find 
the courage.

His mom knew something was wrong.
“I told her I didn’t want to be a boy,” Bacon said. 

“Her face literally had this shock.”
Then he asked her to take him to the doctor to 

get puberty blockers.
“Her jaw dropped to the floor,” he said.
Bacon remembers that his mom prayed a 

lot, went to church, read her Bible, and sought 
counseling. She didn’t encourage his gender 
transition.

“She just thought it was a phase,” Bacon said.
At about 12, Bacon became even more confused 

about his sexual orientation.
“Something didn’t feel right with my body. 

Something felt off. I didn’t know it at the time, 
but it was just puberty,” he said.

Some boys in middle school bullied him and 
called him gay for chumming around with girls 
and a male friend who ended up being gay.

“I got beat up,” he said. “I vividly remember 
middle school. It was terrible.”

The bullying continued throughout high 
school, Bacon said. It affected his ability to focus 
on schoolwork. His grade point average was so 

(From Top) 
David Bacon 
at 5 years 
old, 6 years 
old, and 9 
years old, in 
Seaside, Calif. 

David Bacon at 
23 years old while 
taking estrogen. 

occupation with gender, he lost focus in college 
and dropped out.

Bacon began “hooking up” with men he met 
on gay dating sites while living as a woman, an 
experience he deeply regrets.

“I looked like a female head to toe. I had long 
hair too. ... I played the part,” he said.

But when Bacon turned 25, he began to have 
doubts about transitioning.

“I started to realize some-
thing was off. Something 
didn’t seem right,” he said.

His parents suggested he 
get a third opinion from a 
private psychologist, so he 
called his health insurance 
provider for referrals.

“The psychologist helped 
me discover who I am,” he 
said.

Throughout the talk ther-
apy sessions, he wondered 
whether transitioning was 
the right choice for him. The 

therapist also suggested he might be autistic.
When he was 27, Bacon’s health took a turn 

for the worse, and he went to the University of 
California–San Francisco cardiology department 
for tests.

The results were devastating. The doctors told 
him he would die unless he stopped taking hor-
mone-replacement drugs immediately.

“The psychiatrists 
are the ones 

pushing gender 
ideology and 
prescriptions. 

The psychologist 
helped me 

discover who I am.”
David Bacon
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“I was living as a woman right up until the 
doctors told me I had two weeks to live,” he said. 
“I chose life.”

The withdrawal from estrogen was like going 
through puberty again, he said.

“I had bone aches,” he said. “I had muscle den-
sity increasing because my testosterone was in-
creased, so I literally went through puberty again 
as an adult and it was twice as bad.”

Rebuilding and Reflecting
Although Bacon has many regrets about his past, 
he doesn’t dwell on it. He threw out every piece 
of women’s clothing he had.

“I got it out of my house so I wouldn’t be at-
tracted to it anymore. It was a life-changing de-
cision, and it was for the better,” he said.

To Bacon, transgender theory is exactly that: 
a theory.

“A male cannot turn himself into a female 
and have a baby. That’s what it boils down to in 
my eyes, and a female cannot truly become a 
male,” he said.

Looking back, Bacon said, it’s concerning to 
him he even knew about puberty blockers as 
a boy.

“I was duped as a kid,” he said. “I don’t even 
know why I fell for it. I literally fell for it. Every-

thing that I took, I was an adult. I made the deci-
sion as an adult, and I feel stupid for it. But, you 
know, we all make mistakes. We’re only human.”

Bacon now calls himself “ex-transgender” and 
urges more men like himself to step forward.

“It takes courage to do this,” he said. “Men are 
afraid to speak out.”

Bacon is disappointed some activists in the 
LGBT community have dismissed the voices of 
detransitioners.

“I felt like I was being indoctrinated in a way, 
ostracized from certain groups after I left, and 
then dehumanized,” he said. “It’s heartbreaking, 
all this stuff that they throw at us.”

Bacon urges more tolerance and respect on all 
sides of the transgender debate.

“It doesn’t mean that I agree with their ideol-
ogy. It just means that I’m respecting them as 
human beings. We need to start treating each 
other with more respect,” he said.

Learning to Cope
Bacon still suffers from social anxiety and feels 
“a little agitated and irritated” in large groups 
of people.

“It’s not them. It’s just me,” he said.
But lately, Bacon has been producing a podcast 

called The Bacon Project—and the experience, 

he said, has been therapeutic.
Today, he has a small circle of friends—some 

who knew him before he transitioned—who ac-
cept him for who he is. Bacon said he is also ready 
to date women as the man he always was.

“I’m straight as an arrow,” he said of his sexual 
orientation.

He has changed his legal name back to David 
and reverted his driver’s license and other iden-
tification back to his birth name. Bacon also has 
been taking online courses to prepare himself 
for his eventual return to community college.

“I honestly thought I was brain-dead half the 
time when I was going to college because I was on 
medications. It was brain fog most of the time,” 
he said.

But, since quitting hormone replacement 
drugs, Bacon feels clear-headed.

He now exercises to feel better and reshape 
his body to look more masculine. He has grown 
some facial hair and has taken supplements to 
boost his testosterone levels.

Recovering from the transgender experience 

Aside from 
estrogen 
harming 

David Bacon’s 
heart, the 

testosterone 
blocker also 

shrunk his 
testicles to 

the point that 
he thinks 

he might be 
sterile.

Feature Health Care Feature Health Care

A poster at 
an RSU 22 

school in 
Maine suggests 
coming up with 

a new gender. 

David Bacon at 31 years old campaigning for the local school board.

has left Bacon with a fresh outlook on life and a 
renewed interest in his Christian faith.

“Guardian angels have been protecting me my 
entire life. I truly believe that,” he said. “I believe 
in God. There is an order to the universe. That’s 
why we have male and female when it comes to 
animals and humans. I believe in the natural 
order of things.”

Bacon ran unsuccessfully for a seat on the 
Monterey Peninsula Unified School District 
Board of Education in November.

During his campaign, he discovered the 
school district approved a resolution calling for 
the recognition of June as LGBTQ Pride Month 
at the pre-kindergarten level.

“When I saw that, I was like, ‘No, no, no—not an 
elementary school, not a middle school,’” he said.

While some argue there may be a case for LGBT 
awareness in high school, Bacon disagrees.

“I still wholeheartedly believe it shouldn’t be in 
high school, but there’s an argument to be made 
and I understand that. ... I’d say no, until you’re 
an adult ... until you’re 18,” he said. 

David Bacon 
believes that 
the ‘subliminal 
messaging’ 
of the ‘Be 
Kind’ sign at 
school planted 
the seed for 
his gender 
confusion.
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President Joe Biden 
arrives to deliver remarks 

in the Eisenhower 
Executive Office Building 

in Washington on Jan. 12.
PHOTO BY KEVIN DIETSCH/GETTY IMAGES

Several tranches of classified 
documents have been found from 

Biden’s time as vice president

B I D E N ’ S  C L A S S I F I E D  D O C U M E N T S

B Y  T O M  O Z I M E K

WHITE HOUSE

A TIMELINE
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2022

Nov. 2
According to Richard Sauber, 
special counsel to the presi-
dent, attorneys representing 
Biden found a “small num-
ber” of records with classified 
markings inside a locked clos-
et at the think tank office—
roughly 10 documents—and 
notified the National Archives 
and Records Administration 
(NARA) of the discovery in 
short order.

Nov. 3
Biden’s lawyers transferred 
the documents to NARA for 
secure storage one day after 
their discovery, Sauber said 
in a Jan. 9 statement, noting 
that the president’s attor-
neys were cooperating with 
NARA and the Department 
of Justice (DOJ).

Nov. 4
The Office of the Inspector 
General at the National Ar-
chives reached out to a pros-
ecutor at the Department of 
Justice on Nov. 4 to notify 
them of the discovered doc-
uments, according to a Jan. 12 
statement by Garland.

“That office was not autho-
rized for storage of classified 
documents,” Garland said, 
noting that the prosecutor 
was informed that day that the 
materials had been secured at 
a National Archives facility.

Nov. 9
In line with standard proce-
dures, the FBI began an assess-
ment to determine whether 
any mishandling of classified 
information occurred in viola-
tion of federal laws, according 
to Garland’s Jan. 12 statement.

Nov. 14
Garland assigned John Laus-
ch, the U.S. attorney for the 
Northern District of Illinois, 
to conduct an investigation 

The building that houses 
the Penn Biden Center of the 
University of Pennsylvania 
in Washington on Jan. 10.

Richard Sauber, special 
counsel to President Joe 
Biden, in Washington,  
in this file photo. 

The National 
Archives and Records 

Administration in 
Washington  

on Oct. 26, 2017.

The FBI began an 
assessment of the 
classified information 
on Nov. 9, 2022.

The Department of 
Justice was notified of the 

discovered documents  
on Nov. 4, 2022.

Republicans said 
that they had 

obtained documents 
showing that Biden’s 

Wilmington home 
address was listed 

on his son Hunter’s 
driver’s license.

FROM A CLOSET at the Penn 
Biden Center to a garage 
where the president keeps 
his classic Corvette, the dis-
covery of sensitive materials 
has sparked public interest 
and drawn legal scrutiny.

U.S. Attorney General Mer-
rick Garland has appointed a 
special counsel to investigate 
the case, while Republicans 
have alleged a two-tier jus-
tice system in which former 
President Donald Trump—
who faces his own classified 
document probe—is seen as 
being treated more harshly, 
while Biden is supposedly 
being treated with kid gloves.

The White House is facing 
growing criticism for not 
disclosing the initial find of 
the Biden-linked documents 
until two months after their 
discovery on Nov. 2, 2022—a 
week before the midterm 
elections—and even then, 
the Biden administration only 
publicly acknowledged the ex-
istence of the materials after 
media outlets broke the story.

House Republicans are de-
manding answers, opening 
an investigation, and point-
ing to a link between the ad-
dress where the second batch 
of classified documents was 
found and the president’s 
son, Hunter Biden, who’s 
under federal investigation 
for various financial and 
business dealings.

Below is a timeline of the 
disclosures and discoveries 
regarding Biden’s classified 
documents and where things 
could go from here.

President Joe Biden said he was “surprised” when classified 
documents were found in his former office at a Washington think 
tank and portrayed it as an honest mistake. However, since other 
batches have been found at his Delaware residence, pressure has 
been mounting for an explanation of what’s fast becoming a crisis 
of credibility for the White House.

2017
Biden started working at 
the Penn Biden Center for 
Diplomacy and Global En-
gagement at the University 
of Pennsylvania in February 
2017, after leaving office as 
vice president under the 
Obama administration.

He served as a professor 
at the think tank, which has 
a stated goal of fostering a 
deeper understanding of U.S. 
foreign policy and develop-
ing new ideas for advancing 
U.S. diplomatic and global 
leadership.

There have been concerns 
about possible links between 
the center and the Chinese 
Communist Party (CCP). The 
University of Pennsylvania, 
which houses the Biden Penn 

Center, received more than 
$54 million between 2014 
and 2019 in anonymous do-
nations from China, accord-
ing  to the New York Post, 
citing public records.

A university spokesper-
son denied that any money 
from China was funneled to 
the center.

“The Penn Biden Center 
has never solicited or re-
ceived any gifts from any 
Chinese or other foreign en-
tity. In fact, the University 
has never solicited any gifts 
for the Center,” spokesperson 
Stephen MacCarthy told the 
NY Post.

Biden stopped working at 
the center at about the time 
he became president.

and decide if it was necessary 
to appoint a special counsel 
to probe the circumstances 
around the handling of the 
sensitive materials.

“I selected him to conduct 
the initial investigation be-
cause I was confident his ex-
perience would ensure that it 
would be done professionally 
and expeditiously,” Garland 
said on Jan. 12.

Dec. 20
Biden’s personal attorneys 
notified Lausch that more 
documents with classified 
markings were discovered in 
the garage at the president’s 
Wilmington home. They were 
among other records from 
Biden’s time as vice president.

The FBI then went to Biden’s 
home to secure the docu-
ments, according to Garland’s 
Jan. 12 announcement.

Republicans said in a let-
ter to White House counsel 
Stuart Delery on Jan. 13 that 
they had obtained documents 
showing that Biden’s Wilm-
ington home address was list-
ed on his son Hunter’s driver’s 
license as recently as 2018, 
suggesting that he could have 
had access to the documents.

Links between the tranche 
of documents and Hunter 
Biden are notable, as Repub-
licans have long sought to in-
vestigate connections between 
the president and his son’s con-
troversial business ventures 
in China and Ukraine. Before 
Republicans took control of the 
House, they announced that 
they wanted to make inves-
tigating the Bidens’ business 
dealings a priority.

Biden, in a Jan. 12 exchange 
with Fox News reporter Peter 
Doocy, confirmed that the 
documents were stored “in 
a locked garage” next to his 
classic Corvette.

“But as I said earlier this 
week, people know I take 
classified documents 
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and classified material se-
riously,” Biden said, noting 
that his team is cooperating 
“fully and completely” with 
the DOJ probe.

2023

Jan. 5
Lausch updated Garland 
with the findings of his pre-
liminary inquiry and sug-
gested the need for a special 
counsel to continue the in-
vestigation.

Garland decided, follow-
ing Lausch’s report, that ap-
pointing a special counsel 
was necessary for the public 
interest, as per the regula-
tions for a special counsel.

Jan. 9
For the first time since the 
discovery of the documents, 
the White House disclosed 
publicly that sensitive ma-
terials had been found at 
Biden’s temporary office at 
Penn Biden Center and stat-
ed that it’s cooperating with 
investigators.

“The documents were not 
the subject of any previous 

Jan. 10
Biden said during a visit to 
Mexico that he was “sur-
prised” to learn that classi-
fied documents had been 
found at the Penn Biden 
Center.  The president said 
he wasn’t aware of what the 
materials contained and that 
his lawyers have suggested 
he not ask what was in the 
documents.

Rep. James Comer (R-Ky.), 
the new chair of the House 
Oversight Committee, said 
the panel has already opened 
a probe into Biden’s handling 
of sensitive materials.

“The Committee is con-
cerned that President Biden 
has compromised sources 
and methods with his own 
mishandling of classified 
documents,” Comer wrote in 
a letter to Delery, while 
pointing out that Biden has 
previously called the mis-
handling of presidential re-
cords “totally irresponsible.”

On the same day, Comer 
also wrote a letter to NARA 
Acting Archivist Debra 
Steidel Wall to raise the 
question of “political bias” 
at the agency over what he 
described as “inconsistent 
treatment of recovering clas-
sified records” held by Biden 
and Trump.

The National Archives con-
firmed receipt of the letter 
in a statement to The Epoch 
Times but provided no fur-
ther comment.

Jan. 11
Lawyers working for Biden 
finished searching his 
homes in Wilmington and 
Rehoboth Beach for addi-
tional official documents 
that may have been taken 
there during the transition 
between the Obama and 
Trump administrations in 
2017, according to a Jan. 12 
statement by Sauber.

The president’s personal 
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request or inquiry by the Ar-
chives,” Sauber said in a state-
ment. “Since that discovery, 
the president’s personal attor-
neys have cooperated with the 
Archives and the Department 
of Justice in a process to en-
sure that any Obama–Biden 
Administration records are 
appropriately in the posses-
sion of the Archives.”

Republicans reacted by 
saying they expected that 
Biden will face the same 
kind of treatment for stor-
ing classified materials in an 
unsecure location as Trump, 
whose Florida home was raid-
ed by the FBI in August 2022.

“When is the FBI going to 
raid the many homes of Joe 
Biden, perhaps even the White 
House?” Trump commented 
on his Truth Social platform. 
“These documents were defi-
nitely not declassified.”

Lawyers for the DOJ have 
alleged that Trump could 
have violated several laws 
by keeping the documents, 
including the Espionage Act.

Trump has insisted that 
he declassified the docu-
ments in line with presiden-
tial powers.

No charges have been 
brought against Trump over 
the materials.

attorneys found a one-page 
document with classified 
markings stored in a room 
adjacent to the garage at 
Biden’s Wilmington home, 
and since they lacked securi-
ty clearances, they halted the 
search, Sauber would reveal 
on Jan. 14.

White House press secre-
tary Karine Jean-Pierre de-
livered the first press briefing 
since news of the documents 
became public on Jan. 9. She 
defended the administra-
tion’s actions while declin-
ing to answer how the doc-
uments came to be at the 
office.

Republicans demanded 
that the DOJ take a tougher 
line on Biden, alleging bias 
against the GOP at the na-
tion’s investigative agencies 
and judicial system.

Jan. 12
Biden’s personal attorneys 
notify Lausch that an addi-
tional classified document 
was found at the president’s 
Wilmington home, according 
to Garland’s announcement.

Sauber, who has securi-
ty clearances, and several 
DOJ officials went to Biden’s 
Wilmington home to pick up 
the search where the presi-
dent’s personal attorneys left 
off the prior day, and they 
found an additional five pag-
es of classified documents, 
he said on Jan. 14.

No additional documents 
were found at Biden’s res-
idence in Rehoboth Beach, 
he said.

Garland announced the 
appointment of Robert Hur, 
the former Trump-era U.S. 
attorney for the District of 
Maryland, as special counsel 
to investigate the handling of 
the Biden-linked documents.

“This appointment un-
derscores for the public the 
Department’s commitment 
to both independence and 

Republicans said they 
expect that President Joe 
Biden will face the same 
kind of treatment for 
storing classified materials 
in an unsecure location as 
did former President Donald 
Trump, whose Florida home 
was raided by the FBI.

John Lausch, the U.S. 
attorney for the Northern 

District of Illinois, 
on Jan. 5 suggested 

the need for a special 
counsel to continue the 

investigation.

Republicans demanded that the 
DOJ take a tougher line on President 
Joe Biden, alleging bias against the 
GOP at the nation’s investigative 
agencies and judicial system.

White House press secretary Karine 
Jean-Pierre on Jan. 9 declined to 
answer how the documents came 
to be at Biden’s Wilmington home.

Robert Hur, the former Trump-era U.S. 
attorney for the District of Maryland, 

has been appointed as special counsel 
to investigate the handling of the Biden-

linked documents.
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Jan. 15
In response to the latest doc-
ument find, Republicans re-
quested visitor logs for Biden’s 
Wilmington residence dating 
from the president’s inaugu-
ration to the present.

“President Biden’s mishan-
dling of classified materials 
raises the issue of whether he 
has jeopardized our national 
security,” Comer stated in a 
letter to White House chief 
of staff Ron Klain. “Without 
a list of individuals who have 
visited his residence, the 
American people will never 
know who had access to these 
highly sensitive documents.”

Comer also demanded 
that the White House pro-
vide documents and com-
munications about all loca-
tions searched, as well as the 
identities of the Biden aides 
involved in the searches.

Jan. 16
The White House announced 
that there are no logs of who 
has visited Biden’s Wilming-
ton home.  The U.S. Secret 
Service, which provides 
security for the president, 
told The Epoch Times that 
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accountability in particular-
ly sensitive matters, and to 
making decisions indisput-
ably guided only by the facts 
and the law,” Garland said.

Sauber said the White 
House would cooperate with 
Hur’s probe.

House Republicans react-
ed to the appointment of the 
special counsel by saying 
that they would press ahead 
with their own investigation.

“With or without a special 
counsel, the House Oversight 
and Accountability Commit-
tee will investigate President 
Biden’s mishandling of clas-
sified documents and the 
Swamp’s efforts to hide this 
information from the Amer-
ican people,” Comer said in a 
statement.

Comer said the National 
Archives, the DOJ, and the 
White House were all aware 
of the Penn Biden Center 
document stash before the 
midterm elections but chose 
not to disclose that publicly.

“There are many questions 
about why the Biden Admin-
istration kept this matter a 
secret from the public, who 
had access to the office and 
the residence, and what in-
formation is contained in 
these classified documents,” 
Comer said.

“Republicans will push for 
transparency, accountability, 
and answers for the Ameri-
can people.”

Jan. 14
The public learned of the 
discovery of the addition-
al batch of classified doc-
uments found at Biden’s 
Wilmington home as Sauber 
issued a statement detailing 
the find from days earlier.

“Five additional pages with 
classification markings were 
discovered among the ma-
terial with it, for a total of 
six pages. The DOJ officials 
with me immediately took 

possession of them,” Sauber 
said, noting that the White 
House would cooperate with 
the special counsel probe.

Bob Bauer, the president’s 
personal attorney, issued a 
statement saying that Biden 
has directed his personal at-
torneys to be “forthcoming 
and fully cooperative” with 
the investigation.

it screens visitors to Biden’s 
residence but doesn’t keep 
records of who’s vetted.

Republicans criticized the 
lack of documentation and 
accused the White House of 
obfuscation.

Comer told The Epoch 
Times in an emailed state-
ment that Biden “promised 
to have the most transparent 
administration in history, 
but he refuses to be trans-
parent when it matters most.”

He said Republicans will 
continue to press the Biden 
administration for answers.

The White House, in turn, 
criticized Republican investi-
gations into Biden’s handling 
of classified documents.

White House spokesman 
Ian Sams told media outlets 
in a statement that Biden is 
“doing the right thing and is 
cooperating fully with a thor-
ough review” while accusing 
Republicans of “playing pol-
itics in a shamelessly hyp-
ocritical attempt to attack” 
their political opponent.

The total number of Biden-
linked classified documents 
that have been found re-
mains unclear.

Both the special counsel’s 
investigation and the Repub-
lican probes into the matter 
continue. 

Zachary Stieber contributed 
to this report.

Richard Sauber, special 
counsel to President Joe 

Biden, said the White 
House would cooperate 

with Robert Hur’s probe.

Secret Service personnel park 
vehicles at President Joe Biden’s 

house after classified documents 
were reportedly found there, in 

Wilmington, Del., on Jan. 15, 2023. 

The White House has announced 
that there are no logs of who has 
visited Biden’s Wilmington home.

A teleprompter displays 
Attorney General Merrick 
Garland’s remarks 
announcing the appointment 
of Hur as special counsel to 
investigate the handling of the 
Biden-linked documents.

House Republicans reacted to 
the appointment of the special 
counsel by saying that they 
will press ahead with their 
own investigation.
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RUSH TO RENEWABLES  
A RISKY GAMBLE
America’s electric grid could be driven toward 
instability amid net-zero agenda 

G overnment policies are pushing ever 
more Americans onto the U.S. electric grid even 
as the climate-change experiment makes the grid 
increasingly unstable.

In August, Massachusetts joined California, 
New York, and Washington in passing laws to restrict the use 
of oil and gas in new home construction. Several states have 
also set dates for banning the sale of gasoline-powered cars.

At the federal level, the electrification effort has includ-
ed heavy subsidies for electric vehicles (EVs) and charging 
stations, even a contemplated ban on gas stoves. On top of 
government efforts comes the envi-
ronmental, social, and governance 
(ESG) movement, which has succeed-
ed in arm-twisting corporations and 
public utilities into compliance with 
its net-zero emissions agenda.

All of this makes Americans more 
dependent on the electric grid at a 
time when utilities are accelerat-
ing the closure of coal and gas-fired 
plants, leaving the grid increasingly 
reliant on intermittent wind and so-
lar power. This has sparked warnings 
from utility infrastructure experts 
that America’s dash toward renew-
ables could be driving our electric grid 
toward instability.

“Running while we’re tying our shoes is the analogy I 
would give,” John Moura, director of reliability assessment 
at the North American Electricity Reliability Corp. (NERC), 
told The Epoch Times. The NERC is charged with regulating 
electric utilities to ensure that they can deliver electricity 
whenever it is needed.

The NERC produces an annual long-term reliability assess-
ment (LTRA). According to the 2022 LTRA, while many areas 
of the grid are expected to meet demand, several areas are at 

“high risk” of falling short. Two high-risk areas are Califor-
nia and a mid-continent zone running from Ontario down 
through the Great Lakes region to Louisiana.

“The projected shortfall continues an accelerating trend 
... as older coal, nuclear, and natural gas generation exit the 
system faster than replacement resources are connecting,” 
the LTRA states. In addition to the high-risk areas, areas of 
“elevated risk” included New England and the entire western 
United States outside of California.

A report by industry experts Paul Bonifas and Tim Con-
sidine, titled “The Limits to Green Energy,” puts it more bluntly:

“It is unknown what level of VRE 
[variable renewable energy] can be 
added to the grid before it breaks or 
becomes unaffordable. However, it is 
all but certain that at some unknown 
point, the grid will become unreliable 
and costs will skyrocket. And yet, 
more VREs are built every year.

“Is a 100 percent renewable grid 
technology possible, is it reliable, and 
is it economical? No, no, and no.”

The report states that the inces-
sant shutting down of reliable power 
sources—gas, coal, and nuclear—will 
be destabilizing, and the costs to con-
form the grid to weather-dependent 
renewable power generation are “sig-

nificant and unknown.”
Many of the issues stem from the physics of electricity and 

the architecture of our power grid, which Moura calls “the 
largest machine in the world.” America’s electric grid features 
hundreds of power plants situated throughout the United 
States connected to transformers that convert that power 
so it can be transmitted throughout the about 700,000-mile 
network of high-voltage transmission lines. The electricity 
then makes its way to neighborhood transformers that 

BY K E V IN S T OCK LIN

The Lead Power Grid
A driver charges his electric vehicle 

at a station in Monterey Park, 
Calif., on Aug. 31, 2022.  

PHOTO BY FREDERIC J. BROWN/AFP VIA GETTY IMAGES

The United States is moving 
in the direction of having 

renewables be the dominant 
source of its electricity 

without having assessed 
the cost of necessary grid 
upgrades, or at what point 
this transition pushes the 
grid to its breaking point.

ENERGY
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progressively step down the voltage so that it can be safely 
used in homes.

Because the electricity on the grid can’t sit idle or be stored 
for long periods, it must be consumed as it is created. Con-
versely, at the moment that people turn on the heat, charge a 
car, or flip a light switch in their homes, that electricity must 
be generated at the moment at some point along the grid.

“Electricity consumption and generation must always 
be balanced,” Bonifas and Considine write. “If it isn’t, the 
power grid could collapse. Thankfully, the immense size and 
interconnectedness of electricity grids make the balance 
issue easier to handle; billions of electrical loads across the 
country are constantly being added and removed, averaging 
out at any given moment.”

Under normal conditions, the LTRA report states, the North 
American grid has performed reliably. Because of the grid’s 
enormous size, a shortage of electricity in one area when 
demand is peaking can be covered by shifting excess supply 
from other areas; however, the grid has increasingly been 
struggling to do this in recent years, leading to outages on 
very hot or cold days, when people need electricity the most.

Supply Increasingly Depends on Weather
The problem comes when weather-dependent sources such as 
wind and solar are introduced into the grid at increasing rates. 
The problem is not just that VREs only generate power when 
the weather cooperates, but also that even when the weather 
is cooperating, the timing is off. For example, peak solar gen-
eration typically occurs about five hours before peak demand 
during the daytime, and peak wind generation often comes 
at night when demand is lower. And there are also seasonal 
mismatches between supply and demand for renewables.

“In the winter, one of the particular challenges with solar is 
that peak electricity demand is happening usually when the 
sun is down, early morning, or early evening,” Moura said. 
“You can add as much solar as you want, but it wouldn’t be 
there to contribute to that time period and serving demand.”

This highlights the large gap with renewables between 
how much they can produce under 
ideal conditions and what they actu-
ally produce when they are put into 
the grid. This measurement of actual 
versus potential output is called the 
“capacity factor.” Capacity factors for 
wind and solar are 25 percent and 35 
percent, respectively, versus 50 per-
cent for coal, 55 percent for natural 
gas, and 93 percent for nuclear. But 
even those percentages likely over-
state the usefulness of wind and solar 
because 29 U.S. states and the District 
of Columbia currently have renewable 
energy mandates that require utilities 
to buy from renewable sources first, 

The Lead Power Grid

“In many parts of North 
America, peak electricity 

demand is increasing, 
and forecasting demand 

and its response to 
extreme temperatures 

and abnormal weather is 
increasingly uncertain.”
North American Electricity Reliability Corp. 
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RISK AREA SUMMARY, 2023–2027
According to NERC’s 2022 annual long-term reliability 
assessment, several areas of the electric grid are at “high 
risk” or “elevated risk” of falling short of meeting demand. 

often leaving traditional sources idle.
Because of the unpredictability of VREs, fossil fuel and nu-

clear power stations must be on hand to act as a “smoothing” 
system that can be ramped up or down at will, and rebalance 
intermittent supply with demand. When renewables made up 
a small subset of power generation, the grid was able to more 
effectively manage their variability. But the United States is 
now moving in the direction of having renewables be the 
dominant source of its electricity without having assessed the 

cost of necessary grid upgrades, or even 
at what point this transition pushes the 
grid to its breaking point.

Various storage options have been 
proposed to replace the smoothing 
function of fossil fuels and nuclear gen-
erators, but whether they can be viable 
at scale and cost-effective, and when, 
remains an unanswered question.

“It’s really our conventional fos-
sil-based fuel—that’s what we can store 
en masse today,” Moura said about ex-
isting reliable energy storage options. 
“Batteries are emerging, but it’s still in-
finitesimally small compared to what 
we would need in the future.”

The Lead Power Grid

Electricity Dependence Rapidly Increasing
While the grid struggles with intermittent supply, demand 
is rising steadily. NERC’s report states: “In many parts of 
North America, peak electricity demand is increasing, and 
forecasting demand and its response to extreme tempera-
tures and abnormal weather is increasingly uncertain. ... 
Specifically, electrification of residential heating requires 
the system to serve high demand on especially cold days.”

The grid must be set up to handle peak demand, which 
is difficult to predict in terms of demand levels and tim-
ing. For example, despite a fairly mild winter, Tennessee, 
one of the more robust segments of the grid, experienced 
rolling blackouts around Christmas when temperatures 
suddenly dropped below zero Fahrenheit for several days.

“What kind of resources do I have available that can 
readily be there, that I can constantly be assured will show 
up on the coldest of cold days?” Moura said. “If I look at my 
options, they are slowly dwindling. I used to have more, 
but now I can’t build any oil generators; it really is hard 
to build gas generators in certain states; no one’s building 
any more coal.”

Another potentially huge boost in demand will likely 
come from EVs. Sales of EVs increased by two-thirds in 
2022, to more than 800,000, or nearly 6 percent of all 
cars sold.

Electric power lines in El Segundo, Calif., on Aug. 31, 
2022. The North American Electricity Reliability Corp. 
recommends holding off on shutting down coal, gas, and 
nuclear plants until more is known about whether the grid 
can handle the variability of solar and wind power sources.

“The whole system,” Moura said, “is designed to serve 
air-conditioning load, summer peak load,” which is typi-
cally the maximum demand for electricity in a given year. 
To put EVs in perspective, he said, “one electric vehicle 
charger is equivalent to about two-and-a-half normal-sized 
air conditioners.”

California, which is one of several states seeking to ban 
the sale of new gasoline cars by 2035, was recently forced to 
tell residents to limit charging their EVs during a summer 
heat wave because the grid couldn’t handle the demand.

“Today, we don’t have the generating capacity that would 
be needed to serve any percentage of the total EV cars in 
a given area,” Moura said. “No area has the capacity to 
handle it today. We have a lot of things that are electri-
fying as well—manufacturing processes, crypto mining, 
population growth.”

The LTRA recommends holding off on shutting down 
coal, gas, and nuclear plants until more is known about 
whether the grid can handle the variability.

“We’ve raised the flag, saying we need to secure more 
firm resources, that the states need to act, and it’s really 
the states that have this authority to ensure that gener-
ation doesn’t prematurely retire,” Moura said. “Part of 
the strategy around managing the pace [of transition] is 
not prematurely retiring these before we’ve got all our 
ducks in a row and we’ve got a reliable system that we 
can count on.”

One country that isn’t racing into the renewable energy 
transition is China. As Western nations move forward with 
their plan to shut down more than 75 percent of their coal 
plants, China is adding 33 gigawatts of new coal-based 
power generation. China currently consumes six times 
as much coal as the United States. 

High Risk: shortfalls may occur 
at normal peak conditions
Elevated Risk: shortfalls may 
occur in extreme conditions

 High Risk   Elevated Risk

SOURCE: NERC, LONG-TERM RELIABILITY ASSESSMENT REPORT, DECEMBER 2022
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CCP Proves 
Climate Fight  
a Farce As the West commits economic suicide, 

China builds more coal plants

ENVIRONMENT

Chinese street vendors sell vegetables 
at a local market outside a state-owned 
coal-fired power plant in Huainan, 
Anhui Province, China, on June 13, 2017. 
PHOTO BY KEVIN FRAYER/GETTY IMAGES

B Y  A L E X  N E W M A NCommentary



52 E P O C H  I N S I G H T  Week 3, 2023 E P O C H  I N S I G H T  Week 3, 2023  53  

Global Climate Policy
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World leaders at the 21st Conference of the Parties (COP21) in Paris on Nov. 30, 
2015. The United Nations’ Paris Agreement, negotiated at COP21, called on national 
governments to make their own pledges about what they’d be forcing on their 
populations to combat the alleged “climate crisis.”

Electricity prices in 
China are about half 
those in the United 
States. Soaring 
energy costs 
forced American 
firms to shift 
production to China 
or shut down in 
the face of Chinese 
competition.

Global Climate Policy

“climate hell,” as world leaders claimed at 
the latest U.N. “climate” summit in Egypt, 
they’d be panicking, not celebrating.

Moving Production
Again, all of the production being 
moved out of the West and into China 
will result in vastly more CO2 entering 
the atmosphere than if that production 
had remained in the United States, Can-
ada, or Europe.

And yet, Western governments, 
tax-funded climate activists, U.N. lead-
ers, and their media allies all celebrat-
ed and continue to celebrate the Paris 
Agreement and subsequent follow-ups 
as a huge success in saving the climate.

Perhaps Donald Trump was on to 

something in 2012 when he wrote on 
Twitter, “The concept of global warm-
ing was created by and for the Chinese 
in order to make U.S. manufacturing 
non-competitive.”

That’s exactly what happened, of 
course, as electricity rates got pushed 
higher and higher over time. In 1975, 
electricity was averaging around 3 cents 
per kilowatt hour, helping U.S. industry 
remain competitive globally. By 2010, 
thanks in part to President Barack 
Obama’s policies, it had tripled. And by 
2021, it was approaching 15 cents.

For perspective, electricity prices in 
China are about half that.

There are many reasons for the shift-
ing of production from the United States 
to China—many of them directly relat-
ed to U.S. policy—but one key factor has 
been the cost of energy.

Yet, higher energy prices were openly 
touted as a policy objective by Obama. 
As he made clear in a 2008 interview 
with the San Francisco Chronicle, “un-
der my plan ... electricity rates would 
necessarily skyrocket.”

Later that year, he expressed simi-
lar sentiments as gas prices soared to 
around $4, saying only that he would’ve 
“preferred” a “gradual adjustment” in-
stead.

Faced with higher labor costs and 
a tougher regulatory environment, 
American companies and entrepre-
neurs were already struggling to keep 
production in the United States amid a 
rigged global trading regime benefiting 
the CCP at America’s expense.

Soaring energy costs in many cases 
pushed firms over the edge, forcing 
them to shift production to China 

or shut down in the face of Chinese 
competition.

Again, if you truly believe CO2 is 
pollution, the worst possible outcome 
of “climate” negotiations would be to 
transfer even more production to China, 
where CO2 emissions per unit of eco-
nomic production are massively higher.

But this is precisely the result of the 
much-celebrated U.N. “climate” process.

The shift into so-called renewable en-
ergy being engineered by the Biden ad-
ministration and federal policymakers 
has been and will continue to be a huge 
boon to the CCP–and not just because 
it will force prices higher while making 
the U.S. energy grid more unstable.

Almost 80 percent of solar cells pro-
duced in 2019 were made in China, 
according to Bloomberg data. The CCP 
dominates production in the wind sec-
tor and battery industries as well. It also 
controls the supply chain for rare-earth 
materials needed to produce all of these 
“green energy” products.

The U.S. government, for its part, 
is offering massive subsidies to these 
CCP-dominated industrial sectors while 
forcing Americans into dependence on 
them through regulations, mandates, 
subsidies, and other policies. How this 
is supposed to help the environment is 
never made clear.

For some perspective on the 
economic carnage inflicted on 
America by Obama’s Paris scheme, 
which he claimed was an “executive 
agreement” and thus not subject to 
Senate ratification as required by the 
Constitution, The Heritage Foundation 
crunched the numbers in a 2016 study.

Among other findings, the con-

A Chinese state-owned 
coal-fired power plant in 
Huainan, Anhui Province, 
China. The Chinese 
Communist Party built 
more than three times 
as much coal-power 
capacity as the rest of the 
world combined in 2020, 
according to a report.

Y ou don’t have to be 
a climate scientist to 
know the ringleaders 
of the “climate change” 
bandwagon don’t tru-
ly believe the narrative 

they’re selling.
And it isn’t just because they jet 

around the world in private jets to lec-
ture you about your car and your ham-
burgers.

In fact, if the people at the top bought 
into the notion that human emissions 
of carbon dioxide (CO2) are really “pollu-
tion” producing a “climate crisis,” they’d 
be doing exactly the opposite of what 
they’re actually doing.

Examining climate policy and com-
munist China proves the point.

Consider the United Nations’ Paris 
Agreement. Negotiated at the 21st Confer-
ence of the Parties (COP21) in Paris in 2015, 
the global deal calls on national govern-
ments to make their own pledges about 
what they’ll force on their populations to 
combat the alleged “climate crisis.”

Under the deal, the Obama adminis-
tration unilaterally pledged to slash CO2 
emissions in the United States by more 
than 25 percent by 2025. That was to be 
imposed on Americans through exec-
utive orders and federal regulations, to 
avoid involving Congress. Other Western 
governments made similar promises.

The Chinese communist regime, 
by contrast, was already emitting far 
more CO2 than the United States and 
now spews more than the entire West-
ern world combined by far—and yet it 
pledged only to keep increasing its emis-
sions for the next 15 years. Seriously.

In its submission to the U.N., the Chi-
nese Communist Party (CCP) agreed “to 
achieve the peaking of carbon dioxide 
emissions around 2030.”

In other words, the regime proudly 
announced to the world that its CO2 out-
put would continue to grow for at least 15 
years, at which point nobody will even 
remember the Paris pledges.

When I asked members of the Chinese 
delegation for comment at the U.N. sum-
mit, instead of responding, they sent one 
of their minions to follow me around 
the conference and take pictures of me, 
something I promptly reported to U.N. 
security and the French police.

It’s a good thing for the CCP that no-

body will remember its promises by 
2030, because virtually every analyst 
who has looked at the regime’s coal-fired 
power plant construction binge has ac-
knowledged there’s no way its emissions 
will “peak” by 2030. Communist prom-
ises have never been worth the paper 
they’re printed on anyway, as history 
has shown.

The CCP wasn’t kidding about increas-

ing its emissions, though: Beijing is cur-
rently bringing more coal-fired power 
plants online just between now and 2025 
than the United States has in total.

According to Global Energy Moni-
tor’s February 2021 briefing, the CCP 
built up more than three times as much 
coal-power capacity as the rest of the 
world combined in 2020. And it already 
has about half of the world’s coal pow-
er capacity, according to Global Energy 
Monitor’s “Boom and Bust 2020: Track-
ing the Global Coal Plant Pipeline.”

China already emits more than twice 
as much CO2 as the United States, ac-
cording to data from the Global Carbon 
Project. Its emissions are rising me-
teorically even as U.S. emissions and 
emissions from other Western nations 
continue to plunge.

In 2021, Americans released about 5 
billion tons of CO2, while China released 
about 11.5 billion. If current trends con-
tinue, the CCP may release more CO2 
than the rest of the world combined in 
the not-too-distant future.

Think about this. If one was truly con-
cerned about CO2 emissions producing 
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servative-leaning think tank said 
Obama’s Paris pledges would increase 
electricity costs for a family of four 
between 13 and 20 percent annually 
while vaporizing almost half a mil-
lion jobs, including around 200,000 
in manufacturing.

That damage translates to about 
$20,000 in lost income for American 
families by 2035 and a reduction in GDP 
of more than $2.5 trillion.

Who Benefits?
Who benefits from all this? Certainly 
not the “climate.” Again, shipping U.S. 
industry to China will result in more 
CO2 in the atmosphere, not less. And 
in any case, based on the U.N.’s own 
debunked “models,” complete elimi-
nation of all U.S. CO2 emissions would 

result in virtually no reduction in global 
temperatures.

According to a peer-reviewed paper 
by Bjorn Lomborg published in the 
journal Global Policy, even if all the 
significant pledges made in Paris were 
fulfilled, global temperatures would 
be just 0.05 degrees C (0.086 degrees F) 
cooler by 2100—a statistically insignif-
icant rounding error.

The big winner, of course, was the CCP, 
which has been laughing all the way to 
the bank as it absorbs the factories, jobs, 
and wealth production that the United 
States and other Western authorities 
are shutting down to “save the climate.”

This appears to be deliberate, as state-
ments by leading officials in the Obama 
administration and the U.N. have made 
clear.

Obama’s “science czar” John Holdren 
openly advocated a deindustrialization 
of the United States in his 1973 book 
“Human Ecology.”

“A massive campaign must be 
launched to restore a high-quality envi-
ronment in North America and to de-de-
velop the United States,” Holdren and 
his co-authors wrote. “De-development 
means bringing our economic system 
(especially patterns of consumption) 
into line with the realities of ecology.”

Then consider the seemingly bizarre 
comments made by then-Executive Sec-

retary of the U.N. Framework Convention 
on Climate Change Christiana Figueres.

Speaking to Bloomberg a few months 
after Canadian Prime Minister Justin 
Trudeau expressed his unsettling ad-
miration for the CCP, Figueres claimed 
that the regime in Beijing—overseeing 
about one-third of global CO2 output—
was “doing it right” on climate policy.

In separate comments, while pushing 
for major climate policies, Figueres also 
suggested the goal of “climate” policy 
was really economic transformation.

“This is the first time in the history of 
mankind that we are setting ourselves 
the task of intentionally, within a defined 
period of time, to change the economic 
development model that has been reign-
ing for at least 150 years, since the Indus-
trial Revolution,” she said on Feb. 4, 2015.

Five years before those comments, one 
of the U.N. Intergovernmental Panel on 
Climate Change’s top officials, Ottmar 
Edenhofer, revealed a similar agenda in 
comments to Germany’s NZZ Online.

“One must say clearly that we redis-
tribute de facto the world’s wealth by 
climate policy,” he said. “One has to free 
oneself from the illusion that interna-
tional climate policy is environmental 
policy. This has almost nothing to do 
with environmental policy anymore.”

Wealth redistribution? Changing the 
economic model of the world? “De-de-
veloping” the United States? And here 
Americans are being told this is about 
“saving the climate.”

Remember, too, that when Trump 
withdrew from the Paris Agreement, 
climate alarmists from around the 
world declared that Beijing was the new 
global “leader” of the effort to save the 
climate—the same regime that’s over-
seeing the most CO2 emissions, building 
coal plants faster than can be counted, 
and promising to keep increasing its 
CO2 emissions until 2030.

If this is really about saving the cli-
mate from CO2, how can the CCP be the 
new leader? It’s beyond absurd.

Despite all this, the Biden adminis-
tration continues to intensify “cooper-
ation” on “climate action” and the Paris 
Agreement with Beijing, no doubt caus-
ing amusement and joy among mem-
bers of the CCP’s Politburo.

It’s not just the Chinese regime that 
benefits. In fact, congressional re-

President Barack Obama walks with John Holdren, senior adviser to the 
president, at the White House on March 7, 2014. Holdren openly advocated a 
deindustrialization of the United States in his 1973 book “Human Ecology.”

The CCP is 
absorbing the 
factories, jobs, and 
wealth production 
that U.S. and other 
Western authorities 
are shutting down 
to ‘save the climate.’
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searchers discovered that state-backed 
Russian energy interests were funding 
U.S. “green” groups opposed to U.S. en-
ergy via a shell company in Bermuda 
called Klein Ltd.

The regime in Venezuela, too, is 
laughing all the way to the bank as the 
Biden administration sabotages U.S. en-
ergy and begs the Maduro dictatorship 
to send oil to America.

To be clear, I don’t begrudge the CO2 
emissions of China or anyone else. 
In fact, many scientists have told me 
that more of this “gas of life” would be 
enormously beneficial for the planet 
and humanity.

Retired Princeton physics profes-
sor Dr. William Happer, who served as 
Trump’s climate adviser, told me years 
ago at a climate conference we both 
spoke at that the planet needed more 
CO2 and that plants were designed to 
live in an atmosphere with quite a bit 
more CO2 than the planet currently has.

Plus, human emissions of CO2 make 
up a fraction of 1 percent of all the so-

called “greenhouse gases” present nat-
urally in the atmosphere.

To summarize, if one truly believes 
that CO2 is bad for the climate, shipping 
U.S. production and industry to China 
is the worst possible way to deal with 
it. Logically, then, the policymakers be-
hind this must have an ulterior motive.

Of course, the CCP loves the Paris deal: 
They do nothing but build more coal 
plants to power the industries and facto-
ries fleeing America for China as the U.S. 
government forces the United States to 
commit economic suicide.

This isn’t just an economic or “cli-
mate” issue, either. As the United 
States is “de-developed,” the economic 
destruction produces a major threat 
to national security. A strong military 
can’t be funded without a strong econ-
omy, obviously.

It’s time for lawmakers in the U.S. 
House of Representatives to shut down 
the administration’s “climate” policies 
that do nothing but expand CCP CO2 
emissions and harm the United States. 

Workers produce solar photovoltaic modules used for small solar panels at a factory in Haian, Jiangsu Province, China, 
on Jan. 7, 2022.

Global Climate Policy

1%

IN 2021, THE UNITED STATES 
released about 5 billion tons 
of CO2, while China released 

about 11.5 billion—more 
than twice as much.

HUMAN EMISSIONS OF CO2 
make up a fraction of 1 percent 
of all the so-called greenhouse 
gases present naturally in the 

atmosphere.

11.5  
Billion



E P O C H  I N S I G H T  Week 3, 2023  57  56 E P O C H  I N S I G H T  Week 3, 2023

By Kevin Stocklin

If you Want to fight climate  
change, one way is to pay jour-
nalists to spread the word while 
training them in environmental 
ideology. Another way is to pro-

mote products that are in line with the 
transition to renewable energy so that 
eco-friendly companies can profit from 
the so-called “moral opportunity.”

This is the approach of 1Earth Fund, 
which offers courses, certificates, and 
grants to climate-focused reporters in 
order to sound the alarm about fossil fu-
els while promoting green energy solu-
tions. The organization was founded by 
Roy Richards Jr., whose family business, 
Southwire, sells green energy products 
and services.

The 1Earth Fund educational platform 
includes a “masterclass” of 11 video pro-
grams, including “Climate Change and Ex-
treme Weather,” “Climate Solutions: Clean 
Energy,” and “Climate Change Language 
and Communication Strategies.” Report-
ers who complete at least eight video pro-
grams and attend a live training event 
receive a climate-reporting certificate.

The program targets more conserva-
tive states in particular, with courses 

such as “Climate Change Impacts in 
the Southeast” and “Climate Solutions 
in the Southeast; Drawdown Georgia.” 
According to its website, Drawdown 
Georgia, which Richards co-chairs, is 
“a diverse and inclusive movement to 
lift up and celebrate our progress on five 
fronts: transportation, buildings and 
materials, food and agriculture, elec-
tricity, and land sinks.”

Southwire, a Georgia-based compa-
ny founded in 1937 by Richards’s father, 
Roy Richards Sr., offers products and 
services for electric utilities as well as 
for the transportation and construction 
industries. While many progressive and 
conservative organizations offer ideo-
logical training programs for journal-
ists, 1Earth Fund is unique in that it also 
produces the products that are being 
promoted as the solution.

Brian Balfour, senior vice president of 
research at the John Locke Foundation 
in North Carolina, called 1Earth Fund’s 
program “advocacy dressed up as news 
reporting” and said that the articles it fi-

nances are “sympathetic and almost pro-
motional to renewable energy sources.”

1Earth Fund offers grants of up to 
$200,000 to reporters and media com-
panies for news reporting that’s “suit-
able for a broad audience in purple 
states” and “can be piloted in Georgia, 
North Carolina, and South Carolina.” 
Affiliates and beneficiaries of 1Earth 
Fund include the Pulitzer Center, The 
New York Times, The Boston Globe, the 
Chicago Tribune, the Miami Herald, the 
Savannah Morning News, The Tampa 
Bay Times, and the Orlando Sentinel. Re-
cent 1Earth Fund grants include $65,000 
to the Wilmington Star-News in North 
Carolina and $50,000 to The Atlanta 
Journal-Constitution.

In a YouTube interview, Richards ex-
plained how Southwire had changed 
from a struggling company in the 1980s 
that was “clawing its way back from a 
near-bankruptcy experience, just super 
thin margins, barely profitable” and was 
run “with a lot of disregard for environ-
mental stewardship.”

“Regulators were bad guys; environ-
mental authorities were bad guys,” Rich-
ards said. But since then, he said, South-
wire has come to see the value in working 
with government and has “so completely 
bought in to this idea of environmental 
stewardship and sustainability.”

Southwire also collaborates with 
other progressive Georgia companies, 
such as Coca-Cola and Delta Airlines, to 
fight climate change through groups 
like Drawdown Georgia, which features 
a “business compact” among its mem-
bers to “draw down CO2 emissions,” 
Richards said.

To the extent that the use of fossil fu-
els is reduced by, for example, replacing 
gasoline-powered cars with electric ve-
hicles (EVs), the demands on the electric 
grid often increase, requiring substantial 
new investments in generation, trans-
mission, and storage. Wind and solar 
power generators also often require new 
power lines to be put in place to connect 
these often remote sources to the grid.

Government intervention in the U.S. 
energy market goes beyond regulation to 
also include heavy subsidies for wind and 
solar power generation, as well as for buy-
ing EVs and building charging stations.

Southwire and 1Earth Fund didn’t re-
spond to requests for comment.
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F or m a n y y ea rs,  a 
great many very smart 
people in America be-
lieved that capitalism 
was slowly but surely 

bringing freedom to communist 
China, that the Beijing regime at 
some point in the not-very-dis-
tant future would cease being the 
enemy of the free world, and that 
our national security policies today 
should reflect that welcome long-
term development.

In recent days, however, there 
were two additions to the moun-
tain of evidence that these smart 
people weren’t as smart as they 
thought. The first was more than 
half of House Democrats in the new 
Congress voting with Republicans 
to pass legislation to stop President 
Joe Biden from selling any more oil 
from the nation’s emergency Stra-
tegic Petroleum Reserve to China or 
Chinese companies.

It was a bipartisan acknowledg-
ment that economics has long been 
part of the CCP’s global strategy 
to upend the United States as the 
world’s lone superpower.

Since 2015, Beijing has lavished 
10 industrial sectors within China 
with state cash in pursuit of global 
dominance. These include artificial 
intelligence, aerospace, biotech, 
robotics, transportation, solar 
cells, and software/information 
technology. Chinese companies are 
investing in microchip firms all 
over the world.

And since at least the late 1990s, 
China has been seeking to end the 
dominance of the U.S. dollar as the 
global trading currency and to culti-
vate a commodities trading system 
that relies on the yuan.

China’s $1 trillion-plus Belt and 
Road Initiative entices third-world 
nations into debt for dubious 
projects like “a high-speed rail line 

in Laos that will cost equivalent to 
half the country’s GDP.” In Ethiopia 
on Jan. 11, Chinese foreign minister 
Qin Gang got testy when addressing 
the matter of saddling Africa with 
debt, calling the charge merely a 
“narrative trap.”

But recent revelations regard-
ing the Chinese-funded multibil-
lion-dollar Mombasa-to-Nairobi rail 
project in Kenya show that, among 
other corrupt stipulations, the loan 
involved requires that disputes be 
arbitrated only in Beijing without 
any right to appeal and that the 
contract is governed completely by 
communist China’s laws.

The military dimension is clear; 
for instance, after convincing Sri 
Lanka to borrow from Chinese 
banks to fund new infrastructure 
at its Hambantota port, the island 
nation found itself in default when 
the project turned out to be a com-
mercial flop. Beijing ended up with 
control of an invaluable naval asset, 
close to its adversary India.

The second development quash-
ing whatever remaining bullish-
ness there is among observers 
regarding mainland China is the 
FBI raid last fall of what is fan-
tastically being referred to as a 
“Chinese police station” in Man-
hattan’s Chinatown. It’s just one of 
more than 100 “overseas service 
stations” operating illegally in the 
United States and dozens of other 
countries in which law enforce-
ment personnel of various Chi-

nese provinces conduct activities 
apparently ranging from renew-
ing Chinese driver’s licenses to 
harassing anti-regime dissidents 
living in America. Last year, feder-
al prosecutors charged more than 
a dozen U.S. residents with crimes 
related to such activities at the 
behest of the Beijing regime.

Bill Clinton, four months into 
his presidency in 1993, made 
the case for most favored nation 
status for mainland China. “The 
residents of Shanghai and Guang-
zhou are far more motivated by 
markets than by Marx or Mao,” 
Clinton declared. “We are hopeful 
that China’s process of develop-
ment and economic reform will be 
accompanied by greater political 
freedom. In some ways, this pro-
cess has begun. An emerging Chi-
nese middle class points the an-
tennae of new televisions toward 
Hong Kong to pick up broadcasts 
of CNN. Cellular phones and fax 
machines carry implicit notions 
of freer communications.”

The sustained prosperity of 
South Korea hasn’t been able to 
budge North Korea an inch from 
its totalitarian oppression of its 
own people. It may make no sense 
to a Westerner for Chinese leader 
Xi Jinping to see Hong Kong, 
Taiwan, and Japan and not rec-
ognize the advantages of liberty 
for his people. But it was Rudyard 
Kipling, recognizing such arro-
gance, who warned in his short 
story “The Man Who Was”: “Asia is 
not going to be civilized after the 
methods of the West. There is too 
much Asia, and she is too old.”

Xi also no doubt remembers that 
his predecessor, the founder of the 
state over which Xi now has full, 
apparently permanent control, Mao 
Zedong, said in 1927, “Political pow-
er grows out of the barrel of a gun.”

THOMAS MCARDLE was a 
White House speechwriter for 
President George W. Bush and 
writes for IssuesInsights.com Thomas McArdle
Chinese Handcuffs
The CCP has long used economics to overthrow the United States

Since 2015, Beijing has 
lavished 10 industrial 
sectors within China 
with state cash in pursuit 
of global dominance.

T here’s a neW sheriff 
in town, and his name 
is Mike Gallagher. The 
congressman from 
Wisconsin will chair 

the House Select Committee on the 
Strategic Competition Between the 
United States and the Chinese Com-
munist Party.

The committee was established by 
a largely bipartisan vote on Jan. 10, 
and none too soon. Given the CCP’s 
increasingly militaristic and genocid-
al policies, it’s time to stop mincing 
words. The war that the CCP threatens 
against Taiwan, for example, would be 
devastating not only for Taiwan and 
China, but likely for the U.S. military.

The committee is being cheered 
as a much-needed bipartisan effort 
to correct deficiencies in the U.S. 
strategy against the CCP, including 
by showcasing the need to increase 
U.S. military defenses, strengthen our 
economy, diversify supply chains, and 
decrease Beijing’s ability to profit off 
U.S. largesse.

“I think a large part of what we 
need to do is explain to the American 
people, explain to our colleagues and 
by extension the American people, 
why this matters,” Gallagher told the 
Voice of America. He wants to make 
clear that communist China isn’t 
just a “distant” territorial threat over 
“claims in the South and East China 
Sea, or some obscure discussion about 
microelectronics.”

Gallagher said he wants to connect 
those broader geopolitical concerns to 
the “day-to-day reality for Americans 
and explain why this is ... the biggest 
challenge of our time.”

The vote in favor of the committee, 
which included all House Republicans 
and more than two-thirds of House 
Democrats, promises a more energetic 
Congress on the China issue.

On Jan. 12, the House voted for a bill 
that would ban the sale of U.S. Strate-

gic Petroleum Reserve oil to China or 
Chinese companies.

The bipartisanship on China is 
even splitting the far-left “Squad” in 
the House. One of its members, Rep. 
Ilhan Omar (D-Minn.), voted for the 
committee. She has taken a strong 
stand supporting the Uyghurs, which 
may explain why she broke with other 
Squadistas.

Two from the far left who voted 
against the committee “expressed 
positions in line with those of con-
troversial think tanks and advocacy 
groups in Washington, which often 
carry water for foreign authoritarian 
regimes, such as Code Pink and the 
Quincy Institute,” wrote Jimmy Quinn 
in the National Review.

Both groups praised Rep. Jamaal 
Bowman (D-N.Y.) for his vote against 
the committee.

According to Quinn, the two groups 
“played a leading role in 2021 advocacy 
campaigns that sought to pressure 
lawmakers to vote against legislation 
sold as necessary to counter China.”

Some on the far left cited concerns 
that the committee could foster an-
ti-Asian hate, which is an increasingly 
tone-deaf argument that self-serving-
ly conflates Asian Americans and the 
CCP in a manner that is itself arguably 
racist. By hyping the threat of an-
ti-Asian hate, the far left has found yet 
another excuse to delay addressing 
racist threats from the CCP.

As shown through frequent revela-
tions about the more than 100 Chinese 

police stations abroad—including in 
the United States, Canada, Britain, 
France, Germany, and Italy—the true 
threat to Asians in North America 
and Europe is the CCP, not an anti-CCP 
committee that would attempt to 
restrain Beijing from prejudicially 
targeting and coercing ethnic Chinese 
on democratic soil.

Gallagher recognized as much in 
his floor speech about the committee. 
“It is here at home that the party’s 
extraterritorial totalitarianism terror-
izes Chinese students studying at our 
universities and targets Americans of 
Chinese descent,” he said.

The far left’s conflation of the CCP 
with Chinese Americans is likely 
not the only reason that significant 
segments of the Asian American 
population are starting to abandon 
Democrats. Many Asian Americans 
in New York, for example, are leaving 
the party for its failure to effectively 
address crime.

But let’s also admit that members of 
both parties have kicked the can down 
the road for so long that Americans, 
and Asians in Asia, face a relatively 
unfettered and increasingly militaris-
tic and abusive regime in Beijing. The 
worst anti-Asian hate comes from the 
CCP itself, in genocidal form against 
Uyghurs and practitioners of Falun 
Gong.

If we really want to stop the world’s 
worst hate crimes against Asians, we 
should start with the CCP, which tar-
gets an ethnicity and religion for total 
eradication, even if primarily through 
coercion rather than killing. That fits 
the U.N. definition of genocide, a defi-
nition that’s purposefully broad to nip 
genocide in the bud rather than wait 
until its bloody end.

What should be called the new 
anti-CCP committee is an important 
bipartisan step in defending ourselves 
and others, before the CCP’s genocides 
and militarism get any worse.

ANDERS CORR is a principal at Corr 
Analytics Inc., publisher of the Journal 
of Political Risk. He is an expert in 
political science and government. Anders Corr 
New Anti-CCP Committee in Congress
It’s not ‘anti-Asian’ as some on the far left claim

The committee is being 
cheered as a much-needed 
bipartisan effort to 
correct deficiencies in  
the U.S. strategy against 
the CCP.
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Recent jobs growth does not ensure a ‘soft landing’

MILTON EZRATI  is chief economist 
for Vested, a contributing editor at The 
National Interest, and author of  “Thirty 
Tomorrows” and “Bite-Sized Investing.” Milton Ezrati
Does Hiring Signal Strength?

It appears that instead 
of staffing for increased 
production, business is 
hoarding labor.

H iring remains 
strong. Some have 
pointed to this 
recent robust jobs 
growth as a reason 

to downplay other signs of econom-
ic weakness and dismiss talk of a 
recession. At least one headline used 
the jobs figures to forecast a “soft 
landing” for the economy.

But a deeper look into the produc-
tion figures points to a very differ-
ent direction. It suggests an unsus-
tainable pattern of labor hoarding 
that will force a recessionary adjust-
ment in the not-too-distant future.

The popular Labor Department 
“Employment Situation” report 
feeds the optimistic thinking. In 
December 2022, its national survey 
of employers indicated that the 
roster of workers has risen by some 
223,000. A separate survey of house-
holds was still more impressive. 
It recorded an employment gain 
of 717,000. Jobs growth figures for 
recent months fall short of monthly 
employment gains recorded in 2021 
and the first half of 2022. Still, they 
exceed broad historical averages by 
a wide margin. With data like this, 
it’s easy to see why many conclude 
that business is building up its 
staffing for a major expansion in 
production.

Other data, however, call into 
question the likelihood of such an 
expansion. Consumers, for example, 
have cut back on their spending. Re-
tail sales have shown flat to negative 
real growth during recent months, 
a sharp correction from great 
strength in 2021 and earlier in 2022. 
New home purchases are running 23 
percent below year-ago rates. New 
home construction is down 27 per-
cent over the same period. Business 
spending on equipment and intel-
lectual property has held up.

Still, spending on new facilities 

has been in decline for some time, 
suggesting that the funds are 
flowing into efficiency and labor 
substitution rather than a general 
expansion. Even then, the increase 
in business investment spending 
has slowed markedly from 2021 and 
earlier last year.

Though these separate lines of 
information—the jobs on the one 
hand and spending measures on 
the other—seem to contradict each 
other, they do yield to reconciliation. 
Such a squaring of the circle emerges 
from productivity data offered in 
another less-than-widely quoted 
Labor Department report. It shows 
clearly that the new workers hired of 
late are grossly underutilized.

Consistent with the robust hiring, 
it reports an impressive 3.0 percent 
annual increase in the hours 
worked over the first three quarters 
of 2022, for which data are available. 
But for all these additional work 
hours, the report shows barely any 
increase in output, only 0.2 percent 
at the annual rate. Productivity—
output per hour worked—has 
plummeted during this time, falling 
at a 3.1 percent annual rate.

It appears that instead of staffing 
for increased production, business 
is hoarding labor. The impulse to 
do that is certainly understand-
able. Memories of the severe labor 
shortages back in 2021 and early 
2022 surely are enough to prompt 
managers to hire qualified labor 
even in the absence of immediate 
staffing needs. However, memories 
of those shortages would make 

managers highly reluctant to cut 
back on staff, even in the face of 
falling production levels. No employ-
er wants to go through the expense 
and bad feelings or layoffs under any 
circumstances, especially if a change 
in circumstances could leave the 
firm short-staffed, as was the case 
not too many months ago.

Such hoarding might be rea-
sonable if there was a chance that 
business activity might pick up in 
the next few months. That prospect, 
however, seems highly unlikely. 
The consumer spending slowdown 
reflects the ill effects of inflation 
on the buying power of household 
incomes. That matter is not likely to 
turn any time soon.

At the same time, the continued 
interest rate increases contemplated 
by the Federal Reserve seem set to 
apply additional downward pressure 
on homebuying and homebuild-
ing for at least for some months to 
come. Business isn’t likely to see the 
sudden pickup that might justify 
holding all the excess staff on the 
payrolls, which is clearly evident in 
these data.

Rather than a “soft landing,” this 
picture suggests something very dif-
ferent. It points to a staffing adjust-
ment in the near future. Businesses 
can’t remain profitable and sustain 
idle or underutilized employees for 
long. With hourly compensation for 
these workers on the rise at almost 
a 3 percent annual rate, unit labor 
costs have been rising at a 6 percent 
annual rate. This fact not only points 
to continued pressure to raise prices 
into 2023 but, more critically, an in-
creasingly urgent need for business-
es to adjust.

Soon, the nation will begin to see 
a reluctance to hire new workers 
and even adopt a tendency toward 
layoffs, as is already evident in the 
technology and financial sectors.

Emel Akan
The TikTok Dilemma
If banning Huawei was easy, why can’t Washington completely ban TikTok?
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EMEL AKAN is a senior reporter for The 
Epoch Times in Washington. Previously, 
she worked in the financial sector as an 
investment banker at JPMorgan.

P resident Joe biden 
signed legislation in De-
cember 2022 banning 
federal employees from 
using TikTok on gov-

ernment devices because of national 
security threats. Meanwhile, more 
than 25 states have taken measures 
against the popular video app, either 
by prohibiting its usage on govern-
ment devices or filing litigation.

Some believe that these measures 
are good but not enough. They 
contend that the app should be 
fully outlawed in the United States 
because of mounting concerns that 
it could be used to spy on Ameri-
cans. TikTok has become the most 
popular mobile app in the country, 
with roughly 100 million monthly 
active users.

Legal experts argue that the Biden 
administration is being more careful 
than its predecessor to avoid legal 
challenges. Since content shared on 
TikTok is considered free expression, 
it enjoys protection under the First 
Amendment.

Arthur Herman, a senior fellow 
and director of the Quantum Alli-
ance Initiative at Hudson Institute, 
disagrees that legal hurdles are the 
main problem. Despite the gravity of 
the threat, Herman told The Epoch 
Times that the Biden administration 
“has been reluctant to really push on 
the China front.”

In his final months in office, 
President Donald Trump attempted 
to ban TikTok through an executive 
order; however, numerous feder-
al courts struck his order down. 
After Biden took office, he revoked 
Trump’s executive order. Biden 
suggested using an “evidence-based 
approach” to find out if TikTok was a 
real threat to U.S. national security.

Herman claimed that due to the 
administration’s reluctance to act 
in the past two years, Congress and 

dozens of states had taken matters 
into their own hands and blocked 
the app on government devices as a 
first step. He believes, in the next two 
years, Congress will be the driving 
force behind a total ban on TikTok.

The Committee on Foreign Invest-
ment in the United States (CFIUS), an 
interagency government panel, has 
been negotiating with TikTok for more 
than two years.

The Biden administration has been 
reportedly looking into ways to di-
vorce the app from its Chinese owner, 
Beijing-based ByteDance Ltd. How-
ever, there are opposing viewpoints 
within the administration, causing a 
stalemate, according to a Wall Street 
Journal article.

The White House didn’t respond to a 
request for comment.

Fred Cate, a law professor and vice 
president of research at Indiana Uni-
versity, says that the U.S. government 
has vast powers if it believes a com-
pany is threatening national security. 

But it all comes down to gathering 
sufficient evidence, said Cate, who 
specializes in information privacy 
and security law.

The judges didn’t find the evi-
dence compelling enough to justify 
the violation of the Constitution’s 
First Amendment rights, he told The 
Epoch Times.

“A lot of people have pointed to 
the bans on Huawei, the equipment 
manufacturer, and said, ‘Look, if 
they can ban Huawei, they can ban 
TikTok.’ That, of course, is not true 
because Huawei makes equipment, 
and TikTok is primarily in the 
business of speech. And so, the First 
Amendment applies to TikTok, it 
probably doesn’t apply to Huawei.”

The Biden administration can’t 
force a sale, according to Cate, but 
they can make life difficult for 
TikTok over the next two years if 
its U.S. business isn’t spun off into a 
separate entity.

“I think everybody suspects that 
might be how this resolves itself,” 
he said.

Some legal experts say TikTok’s 
parent ByteDance can also be listed 
on the Commerce Department’s 
Entity List, a trade restriction list. 
But that might not fully address the 
problem, according to Cate.

Through trade restriction, the U.S. 
government can compel Apple and 
Google to remove TikTok from their 
app stores. However, this step would 
have no effect on the 100 million 
Americans who already have the 
app on their phone, he noted, and it 
could also be challenged in courts 
by users or the platforms.

Despite the hurdles, Cate is opti-
mistic that Washington will soon 
find a resolution.

“The economic forces are so 
strongly in favor of finding a resolu-
tion that I would fully expect we’re 
going to find one and find one soon.”

Since content shared 
on TikTok is considered 
free expression, the app 
enjoys protection under 
the First Amendment.
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DANIEL LACALLE is chief economist at 
hedge fund Tressis and author of “Freedom 
or Equality,” “Escape from the Central Bank 
Trap,” and “Life in the Financial Markets.” Daniel Lacalle
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Central Banks Buy Record Amounts of Gold
The declining bond value has caused huge losses for central banks

Central banks need 
gold because they may 
be preparing for an 
unprecedented period of 
monetary devastation.

Is 2023 Finally Gold’s Year?

Fan Yu
Gold investors should pay close attention to the dollar

FAN YU is an expert in finance and 
economics and has contributed analyses 
on China’s economy since 2015.
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fter a tumultuous 
several months, gold 

prices enjoyed a decent 
run-up in Q4 2022.

The price move-
ment was helped by the dollar’s 
retreat, hopes that the Federal Re-
serve will slow down its aggressive 
monetary tightening, and renewed 
demand for the metal from emerg-
ing markets.

Is this the beginning of a multi-
year bull market in gold?

To be fair, gold investors have en-
dured years of underperformance. 
Gold closed 2022 on two consecutive 
down years.

The World Gold Council, in its 2023 
outlook report, said gold will enjoy 
a “stable but positive performance” 
in the year ahead. It isn’t an out-
right bullish view, as central banks 
around the world will continue to 
maintain a strong bias to fight infla-
tion—and keep interest rates high, a 
deterrent to gold price increases.

But recession is near inevitable 
in many economies. Gold typically 
performs very well in a classical re-
cessionary economic environment.

Another supportive fact pattern 
to a rebound in gold price is the con-
tinued decline in the U.S. dollar. The 
World Gold Council’s research indi-
cates that peaking dollar value has 
historically been positive for gold, 
with a positive spot price movement 
during the 12 months after the dollar 
has peaked.

Gold investors should pay close 
attention to the dollar. Gold’s 
approximately 10 percent price in-
crease during the fourth quarter of 
2022 very closely tracked the dollar’s 
decline during the same period.

Cooling inflation—and therefore 
rate-hike expectations—is only 
one factor going against the dollar. 
Another factor is improving expec-
tations for economic growth outside 

the United States, such as in China 
and Europe.

China’s reopening will put further 
pressure on the dollar. Beijing during 
the last week of December 2022 
announced the rollback of inbound 
quarantine in January. This measure 
is expected to boost the local econ-
omy and stimulate foreign invest-
ment in the country.

Geopolitical risk is another major 
determinant of gold prices. Political 
uncertainty and war make gold a 
valuable tail risk hedge.

Saxo Bank’s Head of Commodity 
Strategy Ole Hansen recently predict-
ed that gold will top $3,000 per ounce 
in 2023 due to “war economy men-
tality of self-reliance and minimiz-
ing holdings of foreign FX reserves, 
preferring gold.” This coincides with 
another prediction that countries 
will move to invest in locking in 
energy and commodity resources 

as well as supply chain security. In 
addition to gold itself, Saxo is also 
bullish on junior gold miners.

No doubt this view has been in-
formed by the ongoing war between 
Russia and Ukraine, and China’s 
continued saber-rattling against 
Taiwan. Russia’s largest bank—Sber-
bank—on Dec. 26, 2022, announced 
the launching of a gold-backed 
digital financial asset, claiming that 
it offers an “alternative” investment 
amid de-dollarization.

Central banks were some of the 
biggest buyers of gold last year. 
In Q3 2022, central banks added a 
record 399 tons of gold, according 
to World Gold Council data. Among 
them, China has been one of the big-
gest buyers. Beijing is well known 
for its intentions to cut U.S. dollar 
dependency, and it had a front-row 
seat to Russia being locked out of 
the dollar-dominated global finan-
cial system, faced with price caps 
and sanctions against its energy 
exports and its overseas foreign 
exchange assets frozen.

There have been rumblings of 
BRICS nations (Brazil, Russia, India, 
China, and South Africa) and their 
allies banding together to develop 
a new reserve currency backed by 
commodities such as gold and oil. 
No such plans have been official-
ly announced, but certain BRICS 
nations have been preparing to 
diversify away from the U.S. dollar 
for years.

Despite the positive backdrop, 
there are risks that gold will contin-
ue to underperform.

The worst-case scenario would 
include more interest rate in-
creases by the Federal Reserve and 
keeping monetary conditions tight 
despite an economic recession. 
However, this policy path would go 
against the Fed’s recent history and 
philosophy.

Geopolitical risk 
is another major 
determinant of gold 
prices. Political 
uncertainty and war 
make gold a valuable tail 
risk hedge.

In 2022, central banks 
purchased the largest 
amount of gold in recent 
history. According to the 
World Gold Council, central 

bank purchases of gold have reached 
a level not seen since 1967.

The world’s central banks bought 
673 metric tons in the first three 
quarters of 2022, and in the third 
quarter alone, the figure was almost 
400 metric tons. This is interesting 
because the flow from central banks 
since 2020 had been eminently net 
sales.

Why are global central banks add-
ing gold to their reserves? There may 
be different factors.

Most central banks’ largest per-
centage of reserves are U.S. dollars, 
which usually come in the form of 
U.S. Treasury bonds. It would make 
sense for some of the central banks, 
especially China’s, to decide to de-
pend less on the dollar.

Central banks have been talking 
about the idea of issuing a digital 
currency, which would completely 
change the way money works today. 
By issuing a digital currency directly 
into a citizen’s account at the central 
bank, the financial institution would 
have full access to savers’ informa-
tion and, more importantly, would 
be able to accelerate the transmis-
sion mechanism of monetary policy 
by eliminating the channels that 
prevent higher inflation from hap-
pening: the banking channel and 
the backstop of credit demand.

What has kept inflation from 
going up much more is that the 
way monetary policy is passed on 
is always slowed by the demand for 
credit in the banking system. This 
has obviously led to a huge rise in 
the prices of financial assets and still 
caused prices to go through the roof 
when the growth in the money sup-
ply was used to pay for government 

spending and subsidies.
If central banks start issuing digital 

currencies, the level of purchasing 
power destruction of currencies seen 
in the past 50 years will be exceed-
ingly small compared with what can 
occur with unbridled central bank 
control.

In such an environment, gold’s 
status as a reserve of value would be 
unequaled.

There are more reasons to buy gold.
The performance of gold in U.S. 

dollars may have disappointed inves-
tors in 2022, even though it was flat, 
but in a year of broad financial asset 
declines, gold rose in euros, pounds, 
yen, and the majority of emerging 
currencies.

Central banks need gold because 
they may be preparing for an unprec-
edented period of monetary devas-
tation.

The Financial Times claims that 
central banks are already suffering 
significant losses as a result of the 

falling value of the bonds they hold 
on their balance sheets.

If a central bank experiences a 
loss, it can fill the gap by using any 
available reserves from prior years 
or by requesting help from other 
central banks. Similar to a commer-
cial bank, it may experience signifi-
cant difficulties; nevertheless, a cen-
tral bank has the option of turning 
to governments as a last resort. This 
implies that the hole will be paid 
for by taxpayers, and the costs are 
astronomical.

The wave of monetary destruction 
that could result from a new record 
in global debt, enormous losses in 
the central bank’s assets, and the 
issuance of digital currencies finds 
only one true safe haven with centu-
ries of proven status as a reserve of 
value: Gold. This is because central 
banks are aware that governments 
aren’t cutting deficit spending.

These numbers highlight the 
enormous issue brought on by the 
recent overuse of quantitative eas-
ing. Because they were unaware of 
the reality of issuer solvency, central 
banks switched from purchasing 
low-risk assets at attractive prices to 
purchasing any sovereign bond at 
any price.

Why do central banks increase 
their gold purchases just as losses 
appear on their balance sheets? To 
increase their reserve level, less-
en losses, and foresee how newly 
created digital currencies may affect 
inflation. Since buying European or 
North American sovereign bonds 
doesn’t lower the risk of losing mon-
ey if inflation stays high, it’s very 
likely that the only real option is to 
buy more gold.

The only reason central banks buy 
gold is to protect their balance sheets 
from their own monetary destruc-
tion programs; they have no choice 
but to do so.
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China’s Ongoing 
Warfare to  
Dominate the Pacific

THOUGHT LEADERS

Promoting division and buying off elites are 
part of the CCP’s unrestricted warfare playbook

“The overt goal of 
China is to be  

No. 1 in the world 
in comprehensive 

national power.”
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Cleo Paskal,  
nonresident senior 

fellow, Foundation for 
Defense of Democracies

Nation Profile

E ach coun-
try has a 
compre-
hensive 
national 

power numerical value,” 
says Cleo Paskal, a leading 
expert on China and the 
Indo-Pacific region, “and 
the overt goal of China is 
to be No. 1 in the world in 
comprehensive national 
power—economically and 
militarily.”

In this episode of “Amer-
ican Thought Leaders,” 
host Jan Jekielek discusses 
the Chinese Communist 
Party’s (CCP) strategy in the 
Pacific with Paskal, a senior 
fellow at the Foundation for 
Defense of Democracies. 
Paskal breaks down the 
CCP’s moves in the region, 
from promoting division, 
and buying off the elites of 
small island nations, to its 
ultimate ambition of taking 
control of Taiwan.

JAN JEKIELEK: You wrote 
a fascinating article, “China 
Winning Entropic War-
fare in the Pacific Islands.” 
What’s going on there?

CLEO PASK AL: First, let’s 
define the term entropic. 
A state of entropy is when 
things start to fall apart, or 
fragment and become cha-
otic. If you look at how the 
Chinese Communist Party 
conducts its political war-
fare and targets countries, 
part of it involves entropic 
warfare. A core component 
of that foreign policy, as we 
see in the Chinese think 
tanks, is comprehensive 
national power.

It’s a term that the Chi-
nese use to rank countries; 
an empirical metric. Each 
country has a comprehen-

sive national power nu-
merical value, and China’s 
overt goal is to be No. 1 in 
the world in comprehensive 
national power—econom-
ically and militarily. If you 
have a rare earth mineral 
mine in your country 
and a Chinese company is 
mining it, they count that 
toward their comprehensive 
national power, not yours, 
because it’s feeding into 
their systems.

It’s very empirical, and 
it’s a little bit insane. The 
Chinese Communist Party 
thinks it can break every-
thing, even humanity, down 
into numbers. But it’s an 
important driving force. 
According to this view of 
comprehensive national 
power, there are two ways 
of improving your relative 
ranking. One is the typical 
American way, where you 
work hard and get better. 
The other is you knock ev-
erybody else down. If you’ve 
knocked them down, you’re 
doing better than they are.

From a comprehensive 
national power perspec-
tive, this explains why it 
is beneficial to the Chi-
nese Communist Party to 

pump fentanyl into middle 
America, because it destroys 
communities and families. 
Entropic warfare creates 
this disintegration within a 
target country.

Unrestricted warfare is 
another Chinese term. It’s 
the name of a 1999 book by 
two PLA [People’s Liberation 
Army] Air Force colonels 
about methods of warfare 
against enemies like the 
United States. They listed 24 
different types of warfare, 
including drug warfare.

So, we’ve got two Chinese 
terms: comprehensive 
national power and unre-
stricted warfare. They look 
at a country and if they can 
do elite capture, they prefer 
to do that. They get the 
country through the elite 
leaders. If they can’t do that, 
then they use unrestricted 
warfare to wage entropic 
warfare to disintegrate and 
weaken those societies, so 
that resistance to Chinese 
coercion is lessened.

They tend to identify 
authoritarian leaders and 
then back them. In the case 
of entropy or civil war, an 
authoritarian leader has 
an advantage, especially 

if they’re backed with PRC 
assets and intel. This is 
exactly what happened in 
the Solomon Islands during 
a three-year period. In 2019, 
the Solomons switched 
from recognizing Taiwan 
as China to recognizing the 
People’s Republic of China 
[PRC].

MR . JEKIELEK: How did 
that happen?

MS . PASK A L : The usual 
elite capture. And we’ve 
forgotten how important 
the Pacific Islands are 
strategically. The Solomon 
Islands are the home of 
the Battle of Guadalcanal, 
which was just over 80 
years ago this past sum-
mer. This was a highly 
strategic location that the 
Japanese needed to control 
if they were to control 
Australian access into the 
region. And the Americans 
needed to control it if they 
were going to push back 
the Japanese.

That movement was very 
closely studied by the Chi-
nese. They learn a lot from 
history. They’re trying to do 
with political warfare what 
was bought in blood by the 
Americans during the liber-
ation of the region.

This time, China got the 
Solomons by buying off 
the right people. At that 
80th commemoration 
of Guadalcanal, all these 
high-level people came for 
this commemoration. There 
were Japanese and Ameri-
can representatives. But the 
prime minister of the Sol-
omon Islands didn’t show 
up, because he’s so deep in 
China’s pocket.

The Solomons switched 
in 2019 from Taiwan to 

Chinese security guards look at military delegates at the 
Communist Party’s 19th Congress in Beijing on Oct. 18, 2017. 
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China, and also signed a 
security agreement with 
the PRC allowing the de-
ployment of Chinese mil-
itary personnel to protect 
Chinese citizens and assets 
in the Solomon Islands at 
the request of the Solomon 
Islands’ government.

They also bought off 39 of 
the 50 members of Parlia-
ment, which was enough 
to change the constitution 
to delay elections. This is 
what happens. A pro-PRC 
authoritarian leader sets 
the groundwork to delay 
elections, and if there’s a 
civil war because of it, that’s 
fine with him, because his 
Chinese backers will keep 
him in power. That’s entro-
pic warfare.

MR . JEKIELEK: So there is 
this whole idea of wanting 
to establish the rest of the 
world as vassal states to the 
CCP. Is that how you see it?

MS. PASK AL: Yes. There 
is the imperial vassal state, 
and you pay your tribute. 
And the advantage of doing 
this in the Pacific islands 
is that they are very small. 
The Solomons are 350,000, 
400,000 people, something 
like that. You can see the 
mechanisms a lot more 
clearly. You can see who 
China is targeting, and what 
they’re going after. You can 
see them going after democ-
racy and the judiciary and 
the media.

Three countries—Palau, 
the Marshall Islands, and 
the Federated States of 
Micronesia—through the 
voluntary Compact of Free 
Association have given over 
their defense and security 
to the United States. They 
literally trust their lives to 

the United States. These Pa-
cific Islands are small, but 
when you look at the zone 
they cover, they are as large 
as the continental United 
States.

If you have that zone and 
Guam and the Marianas, 
which are part of the United 
States, the security perim-
eter of our country goes 
from Hawaii all the way to 
just behind the Philippines. 
It’s very important strate-
gically. Those countries are 
independent countries, and 
they have these Compacts 
of Free Association with the 
United States.

MR . JEK IELEK : So this is 
of much greater importance 
to the United States than 
many people realize. Let’s 
jump to Taiwan because 
this is the critical question.

MS. PASK AL: If you want to 
take Taiwan—and we know 
that the Chinese want to 
take Taiwan—and you plan 
on holding Taiwan, you need 
to have functional control in 
at least that band of Pacific 
Islands. And if you go down 
the map and you’ve got the 
Solomons and PNG and 
maybe Vanuatu, then you 
can cut off the Australians 
and the New Zealanders. It’s 
also a lot more difficult for 
Japan to come down from 
the north.

If they take Taiwan, then 
what will the American 
allies in the region think? 
Will the Philippines think 
the United States is going 
to back them? What will 
the Japanese do? What will 
the Malaysians and Indone-
sians do? You’d get a whole 
band of failure in the U.S. 
ability to protect allies and 
partners in the region.

MR . J EK IELEK : Some 
people might be thinking 
that the United States is 
already way over-extended. 
Why are Taiwan and that 
whole region so important 
at this stage?

MS. PASK AL: This is a 
battle of systems. So you 
have a choice. You have a 
choice of a system that’s 
happening in the Solomons, 
where you accept the 
Chinese Communist Party. 
Or you live a free life in the 
faith of your choosing with 
the people you care about.

And the Chinese 
Communist Party 
is fundamentally 
expansionist. They don’t 
know how to not expand. 
And if China takes Taiwan, 
the United States will have 
demonstrably failed at 
defending a successful 
democratic society. That 
is a key component of the 
strategic architecture of the 
Indo-Pacific. It’s a very, very 
big win. Taiwan is incredibly 
important strategically, 
philosophically, 
economically, and any way 
you can imagine. That’s why 
China wants it.

M R . J E K I E L E K : And not 
to mention chip manufac-
turing.

MS. PASK AL: Yes. The chip 
manufacturing is important, 
but when you get back to 
comprehensive national 
power, it’s like COVID. 
Wherever COVID came from, 
China knew it had a problem, 
and what did they do? They 
blocked internal flights and 
allowed external flights, so it 
was allowed to spread.

They turned a domestic 
epidemic into a global 
pandemic. Because if your 
mentality is comprehensive 
national power, you’re going 
to take a hit when you know 
you’ve got a problem. But if 
everybody else takes a hit, 
and you use that moment 
to position yourself, you 
can come out relatively 
ahead, which they did. The 
same thing with the chips. 
If the chip manufacturing is 
destroyed, it hurts China, but 
it also hurts everybody else. 
If they can be in a position 
where they’re hurt relatively 
less, they come out ahead. 

This interview has been edit-
ed for clarity and brevity. 
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Air Force soldiers prepare to load U.S.-made missiles during a 
drill at Hualien Air Force base, Taiwan, on Aug. 17, 2022.

SCAN TO 
WATCH NOW
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Make  
Your Life  
a Mission 
We should actively strive 
to create a worthy legacy 

I realized that each of 
us is actually pursuing 
several different 
missions. 

Jeff Minick  lives and writes in 
Front Royal, Va. He is the author 
of two novels, “Amanda Bell” and  
“Dust on Their Wings,” and two 
works of nonfiction, “Learning as  
I Go” and “Movies Make the Man.” 

The Advice Having Purpose

By Jeff Minick

In “live life in crescendo: 
Your Most Important Work Is 
Always Ahead of You,” Stephen 
Covey set out to answer ques-
tions such as “How can you pull 

yourself out of a midlife crisis?” and 
“How can you contribute once you’ve 
achieved success?” Covey died before 
finishing “Crescendo,” but his daughter, 
Cynthia Haller, who had worked along-
side him, completed the project.

Early on in “Crescendo,” Covey and 
Haller address some of the challeng-
es facing men and women in their 
late 30s to their early 60s, especially 
during those tough times when they 
feel overworked and underappreci-
ated, struggle in their marriages, or 
believe they’ve failed to fulfill their 
potential. Signs of that fatigue and 
sense of failure include burnout, 
depression, a lack of direction, or 
attempts to regain their lost youth by 
“dressing and acting like a teenager,” 
or worse, abandoning their families 
“to find themselves.”

Covey and Haller then offer readers 
help and advice in chapters with 
titles like “People Are More Import-
ant Than Things,” a wise reminder to 
value our loved ones more than our 
work. But the title that struck home 
with me belongs to the first chapter, 
“Life Is a Mission, Not a Career.”

We Americans are very much 
career- and work-oriented. Assured 
that education will bring us success, 
many of us jump through hoop after 
hoop—high school, college, further 

professional training, internships—all 
in the hope of finding work that will 
deliver satisfaction and money.

Ask people what sort of work they 
do, and the replies trip off the tongue: 
surgeon, mason, software sales rep, 
stay-at-home mom.

Ask them “What’s your mission in 
life?” and confusion reigns.

That question occurred to me while 
reading “Crescendo’s” first chapter, 
and an answer proved difficult. I’m an 
old guy who can tick off his accom-
plishments and failures, but have I 
lived my whole life with a sense of 
mission guiding me along life’s rocky 
pathways? Not really.

Some people with a strong religious 
faith know their mission. In the Bal-
timore Catechism, for example, used 
years ago by Catholic schoolchildren, 
we find the question “Why did God 
make you?” and this answer: “To know 
Him, to love Him, and to serve Him in 
this world, and to be happy with Him 
forever in Heaven.”

Now, there’s a mission statement, 
plain and simple.

Few of us, I suspect, have so clear-
cut a mission statement, yet as Covey 
tells us this concept is vital to our 

well-being. Wrapped up in that term 
are things like our purpose in life, 
our goals, and our loves. And if we 
do experience a midlife crisis, that 
dreary condition may stem from for-
getting or failing to discern and live 
out our mission, our reason for being 
on this earth.

Reading “Crescendo,” I realized that 
each of us is actually pursuing several 
different missions. The 40-year-old 
attorney who’s married with two chil-
dren and coaches his daughter’s soccer 
team has several missions: working 
for his clients, loving and caring for 
his wife, raising his children to be 
adults, and teaching young girls the 
rules and tactics of a game, as well as 
sportsmanship.

His overall mission then becomes 
a matter of priorities and balance. 
What’s most important to him should 
head the list.

And because all missions end with 
the attainment of a final objective, 
surely the goal of a life mission is our 
legacy. What memories and lessons 
will we leave to others? What will we 
have added to the world?

A worthy life mission acts as the 
guiding star necessary for the cre-
ation of our best selves and a future of 
vision and hope.

The World’s Best Golf Courses   76

A SHORT DR IV E FROM 
Chile’s capital city of Santiago, the 
Santa Rita vineyards resort offers 
visitors a unique mix of history and 

outstanding wine.  72

OFFER ING ONE’S SERVICES  
to others, from leading a scout 
troop to being an usher at the 

opera, can be a way to help others 
while making new friends.  83

ATTENTION BEER DR INK ER S: 
Mulled ale is your new favorite drink 

to warm up on a frosty evening. 
We’ll explore how to create your own 

signature recipe.  75

Unwind

Because many fans of the 
links enjoy talking about 
the dream courses around 
the world they want to play, 
we’ve collected a few strong 
candidates to consider.
PHOTO COURTESY OF SAADIYAT BEACH GOLF CLUB
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The winery with 
a unique brick and 
copper-spired 
“chapel” tasting 
facility and casual 
seating areas is set 
behind the residence, 
accented by the 
equestrian facilities 
and the vineyards. 

This estate features vineyards, equestrian 
facilities, and a luxurious home

  A WINE-LOVERS’ 

Delight
By Phil Butler
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A (Above) The large kitchen provides the chef plenty of 

room to work, with restaurant-grade appliances and 
a huge island with a gas stove, ample storage areas, 
and a casual dining area.   
(Top Right) The winery’s cavernous tasting room is 
an ideal setting for large gatherings.  
(Right) Horse lovers—and their steeds—will be 
enthralled with the estate’s spacious stables. 

5290 OLUND ROAD 
ABBOTSFORD,  

BRITISH COLUMBIA, 
CANADA

$7.3 MILLION 
 

•  6,000 SQUARE FEET
• 5 BEDROOMS,  

5 BATHS
• 9 ACRES 

KEY FEATURES
•  EQUESTRIAN 

FACILITIES
• VINEYARDS

• AWARD-WINNING 
WINERY

• PRISTINE 
COUNTRYSIDE

AGENT
SOTHEBY’S 

INTERNATIONAL REALTY 
CANADA

PAUL HAGUE
604-328-7760Phil Butler is a publisher, editor, author, and analyst 

who is a widely cited expert on subjects ranging 
from digital and social media to travel technology.

Lifestyle Real Estate

S
et in scenic british columbia’s 
fertile Fraser Valley, this sprawling 
nine-acre working estate is accessed 
via a private, winding, stone-lined 
road leading through 4 1/2 acres of 

lush vineyards to a circular court and a 
classically styled, 6,000-square-foot, five-
bedroom, five-bath residence.

The Canadian estate features extensive 
equestrian facilities and is the home of the 
award-winning Seaside Pearl Farmgate Winery.

The residence has many remarkable fea-
tures, including a Renaissance-style mural 
adorning the ceiling of the entryway, vaulted 
ceilings in the living room and dining room, 
gleaming marble and wood flooring, and 
exquisite custom millwork throughout. The 
generously sized kitchen with restaurant-grade 
stainless-steel appliances is a chef’s delight, 
equipped with an island with a gas stove and 
expansive granite countertops for meal prepa-
ration, as well as under-counter storage and an 
overhang with barstools for casual dining. Cen-
trally located at the foot of the stairs leading to 
the bedrooms, it serves as a natural gathering 
point in the home.

The adjacent formal dining room is illumi-
nated by a spectacular chandelier, making it a 

perfect setting for entertaining. The airy and 
spacious master bedroom features a fireplace 
that will be greatly appreciated on chilly 
evenings, crown molding, and an adjacent 
oversized master bath with marble flooring, 
large windows to bring in natural light, his and 
hers vanities, gleaming wood cabinetry, and a 
large walk-in shower.

The property’s vineyard and winery are well 
known for unique varietals of Petite Milo and 
Cabernet Foch, which thrive in this region. The 
winery features a cavernous tasting room ideal 
for large gatherings, a most unique brick and 
copper-spired “chapel” tasting room, and an 
outside tasting area with a view of the eques-
trian riding ring to one side and the vineyards 
to its rear. Horse lovers will be thrilled by the 
riding ring, 13-stall stables, and arena. The 
property also features an indoor ice rink.

The Fraser Valley is located in the middle of 
British Columbia’s most fertile agrarian dis-
trict, about an hour from Vancouver. This area 
has a warm country community atmosphere, 
offering residents serene landscapes and a 
peaceful lifestyle.
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Impossible causes and lost grapes abound at one of Chile’s top vineyards

Santa Rita is one of the oldest and 
longest-standing wineries in Chile.

Santa Rita Winery
Travel Vineyards

The grape 
has become a 

signature variety 
for both Chile  

and Santa Rita.

Santa Rita 
is about a 
40-minute 
drive from 
central 
Santiago.

Cabernet 
sauvignon 
is Chile’s 
most 
important 
red variety, 
and it’s fruity 
and spicy. CLO
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By Tim Johnson

Santa Rita  
produces up to  

2  
million 
barrels per week.

C radled by arid mountains 
and reached by a winding two-lane 
road, everything was peaceful 
there, in the middle of a Friday 
afternoon. You would never guess 

that just to the north—less than an hour’s drive 
away—sits the southern reaches of one of South 
America’s great metropolises. Later, I’ll fight the 
traffic. But that seems a million miles away as I 
rolled up just in time for the final tasting tour of 
the day.

Moments into the tour, the guide, Victor, led 
me through a gate into a completely unex-
pected space—a lush, rambling, secret garden. 
Later, I’ll walk through a wholly invented ruin. 
And after that, a little time in a basement with 
blood-spattered mannequins. It’s the strangest, 
loveliest wine tour I’ve ever taken.

Chilean wine rarely gets the respect it de-
serves, despite the fact that the country is the 
world’s fifth-largest exporter. Many of its variet-
ies are grown in a hot, dry climate similar to the 
Mediterranean, so big reds predominate, from 
cabernet sauvignon to merlot and syrah. But the 
country also produces good white wines, includ-
ing chardonnay, viognier, and riesling.

Paradise of Impossibilities
On this day I was at Santa Rita, a winery very 
well-known among Chileans. Victor told me 
it was named for the patron saint of impossi-
ble causes.

“If you have something bothering you, 
pray to Santa Rita,” he said with a hint of a 
smile. “And, of course, drink a glass of Santa 
Rita wine.”

While its appellations are rooted firmly 
in the New World, wine came early to Chile, 
with Spanish conquistadors planting vines 
way back in the 16th century. It wasn’t until 
the 1800s that French grapes arrived, but the 
current boom happened much later. Between 
1995 and 2005, the number of wineries in Chile 
increased more than five-fold.

The hacienda here at Santa Rita dates to 1790, 
although the first grape plants weren’t in the 
ground until 1880. The winery was founded by a 
businessman named Don Domingo Fernández 
Concha, a cousin of the founder of Concha y Toro.

Concha was very religious, a big believer in 
Santa Rita, and gave his winery her name. We 
strolled through the vast, lush gardens, called 
Centenario Park, which cover almost 100 acres. 
The property also includes orange, almond, 
and eucalyptus trees, a 16-room luxury hotel 
housed in the original estate, now called Casa 
Real, and a private, neo-Gothic chapel, which 
feels more like a scaled-down cathedral.

Santiago

Santa Rita

CHILE
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At its peak, the guide noted, more than 100 
families lived and worked here.

After a visit to Italy, Concha returned with 
designs in mind and built some ancient-look-
ing Romanesque baths. The fairly recent “ru-
ins” remain, complete with pillars, a portico, 
and a big, blue pool.

The next stop: the oldest cellar on site.

Living Wine
“We see ghosts in here hardly ever,” Victor said 
with a laugh, explaining that the walls were 
built from limestone, eggs, and sand. It’s stood 
the test of time, almost—two columns col-
lapsed during an earthquake that registered at 
an 8.8 magnitude. The cellar is dark and moody, 
with hundreds of French and American oak 
barrels aging the good stuff under the low arch-
ways. Their most popular export is 120 Reserva 
Especial, a cabernet sauvignon.

In the “Cellar of 120 Patriots,” I saw a film as 
well as a museum-like display complete with 
bloody mannequins, which were bandaged and 
stretched out on camp beds. They bring to life 
the day in 1814 when Chilean soldiers, fighting 
the Spanish crown, came to this place to hide 
out and recover.

In a place known for the impossible, it’s 
perhaps appropriate that a grape that once was 
thought to be dead came back to life. In the 19th 
century, a pest called phylloxera devastated Eu-
ropean vineyards, particularly those in France. 
Carménère, a Bordeaux red, was wiped out. Or 
so everybody assumed.

“They thought it was extinct,” Victor said.
But, it turns out, that actually wasn’t the case. 

Fly:  Arturo 
Merino Benítez 
International 
Airport (SCL) 
receives direct, 
nonstop flights 
from across the 
continent, plus 
Europe and North 
America.
Getting Around: 
Ride-share 
services are a good 
option if you don’t 
want to drive, 
plus the winery 
offers several 
transportation 
choices at 
Santarita.com. 
Stay: Recently 
renovated and 
re-flagged, the 
Radisson Blu Plaza 
El Bosque offers 
good rooms and 
great service.
Take Note: 
Santa Rita offers 
a number of 
different tour 
options, from basic 
to premium.

For some 150 years, Chileans had been culti-
vating what they thought was a second type of 
merlot. It wasn’t. In 1994, Santa Rita brought in 
a French expert, an ampelographist from Mont-
pellier’s school of enology.

He identified that second kind of merlot as 
carménère. It was a surprise to everyone.

“All the winemakers in Chile were shocked,” 
Victor told me. The grape still grows in abun-
dance all around Santiago, and it’s become a 
signature variety for both Chile and Santa Rita.

The tour ended, as every trip through a winery 
should, with a tasting. Together with local meats 
and cheeses, I sample some of their top bottles.

Soon enough, I’m fighting the late Friday 
traffic back to the heart of Santiago. A summer 
sun is fading, lighting up the Andes, just to my 
right, in orange. And later that night, back in the 
heart of the city, I dreamed about grapes, once 
lost forever, now found, and impossible causes 
somehow accomplished. 

Tim Johnson is based in Toronto. He has visited 140 
countries across all seven continents.
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A large dining room inside Casa Real, the original estate.

Romanesque statues adorn the gardens, tokens 
from Concha’s visit to Italy.

If You Go
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beg for gin as an easy 
and readily available 
substitution.

Pre-made bottled vari-
eties can be warmed in a 
water bath of about 105 
degrees F, but making 
your own may be more 
fun and adjustable to 
your tastes. Start with 
a favorite ale or lager, 
generally something 
malty; overly bitter 
hopped beers aren’t the 
best. The longer you 
leave it to simmer with 
the seasonings, the 
more they’ll infuse, but 
this also boils off the 
alcohol eventually. But 
no worries there: You’ll 
top it off with more beer 
and brandy or dark rum 
off the heat.

Serves 2 to 3
• 24 ounces ale or lager, divided
• 2 tablespoons brown sugar
• 1/2 teaspoon ground nutmeg
• 1 cinnamon stick
• 4 cloves
• 2 star anise
• Several long strips orange zest 

(avoid the bitter white pith)
• 3 to 4 ounces brandy or dark rum

In a pot, mix 18 ounces of the ale 
with the sugar, spices, and orange 
peel. Slowly bring to a low sim-
mer; don’t boil. Simmer for about 
20 minutes to start, or longer if 
desired. Remove from heat and add 
the remaining beer and brandy or 
rum. Serve in mugs, garnished with 
an orange slice and cinnamon stick.

B A SIC MUL L ED A L E

MULLED ALE: WARM BEER FOR COLD NIGHTS
Though lesser known than its wine cousin, the hot, spiced drink is a centuries-old winter warmer

Choose a 
malty ale as 

your base.

Recipes for mulled ale 
vary, but are typically 

sweetened with honey 
or brown sugar and 

infused with a medley 
of warming spices. 

To Egg or  
Not to Egg?
Add some body and 
texture to mulled beer 
with a bit of egg. For each 
serving, separate a yolk 
from its white (use the 
white later, maybe for a 
whiskey sour!), and whisk 
the yolk very well with 2 
teaspoons of sugar, until 
it looks more white than 
yellow. Add a couple ounc-
es of the unheated beer to 
dilute this so it doesn’t go 
scrambled on you when 
you add it to the warm 
mixture. Stir it in and 
heat the whole mixture 
for about 5 minutes more, 
then pour and serve. 

Kevin Revolinski is an avid 
traveler, craft beer enthusiast, 
and home-cooking fan.

Some 
recipes add 

an egg yolk 
for heft.

A medley 
of spices 

infuses the 
beer with 

warm flavors.

By Kevin Revolinski

W
e’re noW in 
the season when 
“ice cold” doesn’t 
necessarily sound 
like the best 

thing—maybe even for 
beer. Winter seasonal beers 
are often heavier brews, 
stronger in alcohol or thick-
er in body and maltiness 
(think imperial stouts), and 
get more flavorful as they 
warm up a bit toward room 
temperature. But what 
about flat-out heating the 
stuff? Cider, wine, and a few 
cocktails winterize well, so 
why not beer?

The tradition of mulled 
beer is perhaps lesser 
known today than its wine 
cousin but goes back at 
least to the 17th century in 
England. Often considered 
a health drink that could 
combat fevers, colds, and 
other ale-ments, mulled 
beer was sometimes served 
with an egg in it, perhaps 
approaching the heft of a 
proper meal. Oh, and did I 
mention workers drank it 
in the morning as if taking 
their vitamins?

References and recipes 
are abundantly from the 
UK, but the Germans have 
Glühbier, a sibling to Glüh-
wein (mulled wine), and 
the Belgians heat up kriek 
beer with spices as well. 
Recipes, of course, vary, 
but typical sweeteners 
are brown sugar or honey, 
while common spices 
include ginger, cloves, 
cinnamon, cardamom, 
and coriander, as well as 
star anise, or even juniper 
berries, which seem to 
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To those who don’t roam the links, 
golf courses look alike, but this 
collection stands apart.

Greens

Playing at these spectacular clubs would be  
a thrill for any hard-core golfer  

Adventures  
on the

By Bill Lindsey  

Lifestyle Bucket List Golfing
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Playing with 
your own clubs is 
usually preferable, 
but for those who 
travel light, rental 
clubs allow you 
to get out on the 
greens as soon as 
you arrive. 

Donald J. Ross, an 
apprentice of Old Tom 
Morris at St Andrews 
Club, designed the 
majority of the East 
and West Courses 
at Colorado Springs’ 
Broadmoor. 

The game of 
golf, now enjoyed 
by millions 
around the world, 
began on the 
lush lawns of St 
Andrews, quite 
possibly the 
ultimate bucket 
list course. 

Those enjoying the 
course face the same 
challenges as con-
tenders for the annual 
Masters Tournament.

These world-class 
courses all have 

seasoned pros on 
staff to provide 

personal lessons, 
adding a nice touch 

to an already epic 
experience.  

Some say the game of 
golf began in Scotland 
around the year 1450 
when players would use 
a stick to hit pebbles over 
obstacles and along a 

pre-determined path. Others claim 
the Dutch invented the game around 
1290, calling it “colf.” It was actually 
banned in Brussels in 1360, with a fine 
of 20 shillings and forfeiture of the 
player’s coat for those caught “colfing.” 
The following are among the best plac-
es in the world to play, without fear of 
losing a coat.

Where It All Began
The oldest and perhaps most iconic 
of all golf courses, the Old Course at 
St Andrews in St Andrews, Scotland, 
has been drawing players since the 
1400s. Named for the patron saint of 
Scotland, the course went quiet for a 
period in the 15th and 16th centuries 
when the game was banned in the 
hopes that young men would instead 
focus on archery. Activity resumed in 
1552 when Archbishop John Hamilton 
nullified the ban.

There are two ways to play St An-
drews: A round for nonmembers costs 
$260, assuming you show up at dawn 
and charm the starter into putting 
your name on the waiting list. Or, you 
can establish residency in St Andrews 
and pay $290 to join the St Andrews 
Links Trust. Members of the Trust 
have access to the Old Course with 
its challenging Hell Bunker and Road 
Hole Bunker. Trust members also 
have access to the New Course (1895), 
the Jubilee Course (1897), the Eden 
Course (1914), the Strathtyrum Course 

(1993), the Balgove Course (1993), and 
the Castle Course (2008). To make the 
experience even more memorable, 
consider taking a few lessons at the St 
Andrews Links Golf Academy.

The Ultimate Sand Trap
Sand traps are a challenging feature 
of all courses, but few compare to 
those of the course at Saadiyat Beach 
Golf Club in Abu Dhabi. Designed 
by Gary Player and built in 2010 on 
a 300-plus acre site, the course on 
Saadiyat Island is bordered by the 
sandy beaches and waters of the 
Arabian Sea. The par 72-course is 
festooned with challenges, including 
a saltwater lagoon, saltwater lakes, 
massive sand dunes, and 67 bunkers 
and tees for a yardage of 5,290 feet, 
or 7,748 for professional events. The 
course was voted “Best in the UAE” 
in 2015, “Best in Abu Dhabi” in 2019, 
and was the site of the first European 
Ladies Tour event in Abu Dhabi. With 
five tee positions, the course is an 
ideal choice for players of all levels, 
from first-timers to world cham-
pions. To play Saadiyat, check for 
available tee times and book a round. 
Bring sunblock and stay hydrated 
to help cope with the sunny, desert 
environment.
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Lifestyle Bucket List Golfing

Where Are They?
Any list of must-play courses 
would soon hit triple digits, so 
this brief collection includes 

clubs located all over the globe 
in order to add to the adventure.     

Can I Play?
Several of these clubs allow 
the public to play, but greens 

reservations must be made early. 
Others are reserved only for 

members and their guests, so 
network to befriend members! 

Make It Memorable
While on any of these or other 
world-class courses, consider 

taking a lesson from the resident 
pros as a way to add to the 

experience and increase your skills. 

1

2

3

GREEN 
ADVENTURES

The World’s Best 
Golf Courses

LIFESTYLE
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Tropical Golf
The Legend Golf Course is located 
on the northeastern side of the lush 
island of Mauritius in the Indian 
Ocean. Designed by South African 
champion Hugh Baiocchi in 1994, the 
par 72-course winds through an indig-
enous forest once used as a hunting 
preserve. The most challenging hole 
is said to be the 17th, which calls for 
extreme accuracy and range to clear 
the creek and avoid the sand traps. 
The course is the home of the Johnnie 
Walker Classic, the European Senior 
Tour, and the Mauritius Open, played 
on new greens recently installed in 
accordance with USPGA specifications. 
The course is only open to guests of 
the Le Prince Maurice and Belle Mare 
Plage hotels, who aren’t charged a 
greens fee.

Rocky Mountain Golf
Set amidst the splendor of Colorado 
Springs’s Cheyenne Mountain Foot-
hills, The Broadmoor’s East and West 
Courses provide an array of challenges 
and epic scenery. The West Course 
combines 10 holes designed by Donald 
Ross, built in 1918, with eight holes 
designed by Robert Trent Jones, built 
in 1964. The East Course is one of only a 
dozen to receive a 5-star rating by Golf 
Digest. Chosen as the site of the 2025 

U.S. Senior Open, the East Course has 
hosted events such as the 1959 U.S. Am-
ateur, Jack Nicklaus’s first major win, 
as well as the 2018 U.S. Senior Open. A 
private club, the courses are open only 
to members, guests of a member, or 
guests of the resort. The cost of a round 
varies seasonally, from $130 to $295.

Play Like a Master
Officially founded in 1899, Augusta 
Country Club is one of the oldest cours-
es in America. Originally known as the 
Bon Air Golf Club, the four founding 
members of the club opened the course 
for play in 1897, bringing the game to 
the Southern United States. Course 
access is limited to members and 
their guests, as well as to members of 
other private clubs offering reciprocal 
privileges who provide a written intro-
duction during Masters Week. Those 
enjoying the par 72-course, which was 
redesigned by Donald Ross, face the 
same challenges as contenders for the 
annual Masters Tournament. The club 
has hosted the event every year since 
1934, except for a brief hiatus during 
World War II, making every round truly 
memorable. Golf legends including 
Jack Nicklaus, Bobby Jones, Alister 
McKenzie, and others have contributed 
designs for greens, mounds, swales, 
and various hazards. 

Mauritius’ Legend Course has many unique charms, making it worthy of bucket list 
consideration. . 
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EDC means every day carry 
gear you’re happy to have 

when you really need it

Shine a Light
By Bill Lindsey

A Texas-Sized Beam
HELOTEX G2

$25
This tough customer is proof that 

“tactical” lights don’t have to cost 
hundreds of dollars. Crafted of aircraft 

aluminum with O-rings to withstand 
extreme conditions, the push-button 

tail cap switch can be set to deliver 
120 or 130 lumens of light. It can be 

powered by either one AA battery or one 
rechargeable CR123 battery.

Tiny Powerhouse
PELICAN 1910
$36
Looking like a pen when tucked in a pocket 
or briefcase, this compact dynamo weighs 
just 1.5 ounces and uses just one AAA 
battery to project a 106-lumen beam. This 
combination of small size and an ample 
beam makes it a good all-around choice for 
when the power goes off, finding your seat 
at the opera without blinding others around 
you, or when you need to find something 
dropped under your desk.

Rugged and Rechargeable
OLIGHT BATON 3

$69.99
This little torch is rechargeable in 3 1/2 

hours via a magnetic base to provide 
up to 120 days of low light, and 1500 
lumens of cool or neutral light. A two-

way clip keeps it secured to a pocket or a 
hat brim, while the aluminum housing’s 
non-slip texture ensures a secure grip, 

even in rainy conditions.

Lightweight Lightsaber
J5 HYPER-V

$39.95
This eminently practical light can be 

powered by either three AAA batteries or 
one rechargeable battery. The adjustable 
beam has four modes: SOS, strobe, high, 

and low, and can be adjusted for close-up 
illumination or zoomed out to illuminate 

objects up to 1,100 feet away. The rugged 
aluminum housing protects it from drops 

or exposure to water.

Big Light, Compact Package
MAGLITE XL200
$47.25
The police’s favorite light comes in a 
version ideal for the rest of us. Powered 
by three AAA batteries, it casts a 
bright beam to erase the shadows. The 
pushbutton tail cap allows 100 percent 
power, strobe, an emergency SOS pattern, 
or instant-on “Nite Lite” mode. Complete 
with batteries, a pocket clip, and a no-roll 
lens cap with red, green, and blue filters.

Luxury Living  EDC Flashlights



80 E P O C H  I N S I G H T  Week 3, 2023 E P O C H  I N S I G H T  Week 3, 2023  81  

How the 
Inklings 
Changed 
Literature
The Inklings were the 
20th century’s most 
influential literary circle, 
which met regularly for 
decades at Oxford, Eng-
land. Three of its mem-
bers, C.S. Lewis, J.R.R. 
Tolkien, and Charles Wil-
liams, legitimized fantasy 
as a literary genre. This 
book offers a fascinat-
ing examination of how 
the Inklings encouraged 
each other, offered one 
another companionship 
and constructive criti-
cism, and how their writ-
ings impacted literature.
FARRAR, STRAUS & GIROUX, 
2015, 656 PAGES

‘The Fellowship’
By Philip Zaleski  
and Carol Zaleski

A World War II 
Love Story
Cleave weaves a fasci-
nating love story full of 
passion and betrayal 
into the backdrop of 
London at war with Ger-
many. Using historical 
records, as well as his 
grandparents’ love let-
ters, Cleave recreates 
a chaotic world where 
love and victory seem 
out of reach.
SIMON & SCHUSTER, 2017, 
448 PAGES

‘Everyone Brave  
Is Forgiven’
By Chris Cleave

This week, we feature a history of the Battle of Midway, Mark Twain’s 
tribute to a saint, and a children’s story on the serenity of a snowfall.RECOMMENDED READING

FICTION

The Anatomy 
of a Victory
The World War II 
Battle of Midway 
changed everything. 
Four Japanese fleet 
aircraft carriers were 
sunk. Japan’s advance 
stopped and its retreat 
began. This book 
offers a fresh look and 
interpretation of the 
events of the battle. 
It demonstrates that 
victory was more than a 
lucky accident. The U.S. 
Navy had the Douglass 
Dauntless dive bomber 
manned by professional 
and highly skilled pilots. 
It shows how and why 
superb strategic level 
management put 
aircraft and aircrews in 
the right spot.
PUBLICAFFAIRS, 2022,  
304 PAGES

‘The Silver 
Waterfall’ 
By Brendon Simms 
and Stephen 
McGregor

An Affirmation 
of America
Originally published 
during the Bicenten-
nial, this novel takes us 
to Vermont, where we 
meet James Page, age 
72, hard-headed and 
hard-hearted, and his 
stubborn sister Sally, 
80, who shares his 
house but not his val-
ues. During their uncivil 
war, Sally holes up in 

‘October Light’
By John Gardner

Raising Arms 
Against 
Royalty
Civil war gripped Eng-
land in the mid-1600s. 
Chaos reigned with the 

‘The Siege of  
Loyalty House’
By Jessie Childs

CLASSICS

HISTORY

SELF-REFLECTION

HISTORY

her bedroom and reads 
a “trashy novel” that 
stands in stark contrast 
to real life. The many 
references to the Amer-
ican past, the hilarious 
battles between James 
and Sally, and a finale 
of redemption mark this 
as one of Gardner’s fin-
est books.
NEW DIRECTIONS REISSUE, 
2005, 399 PAGES

parliamentary Round-
heads pitted against 
the Royalists. Basing 
House in Hampshire 
was the stronghold of 
the Marquess of Win-
chester, ever loyal to 
King Charles I. Besieged 
three times between 
1643 and 1645, this 
is the story of those 
tumultuous and trau-
matic events.
PEGASUS BOOKS, 2023,  
352 PAGES

FOR KIDS

A Master’s 
Tribute to  
a Saint
In this out-of-charac-
ter novel, Twain explores 
the life of a girl whom he 
considered one of the 
most remarkable human 
beings ever to grace the 
planet. The story is told 
by Joan’s fictional page 
and secretary De Conte, 
our 82-year-old narrator 
who writes to pass on 
to his descendants the 
true Joan, her courage, 
her honor, and her purity 
in a corrupt and vio-
lent age. Twain’s years 
of study and detailed 
research give read-
ers a factual account of 
her deeds and achieve-
ments. Twain consid-
ered this his favorite of 
all his books.
IGNATIUS PRESS, 1989,  
452 PAGES

‘Joan of Arc’
By Mark Twain

Patience and 
Perseverance
Young Amy wants to 
knit a colorful hat for 
her grandmother’s 
birthday. Learning to 
knit—and doing a good 
job—requires patience 
and perseverance. Can 
she do it in time, and 
will Grandmother like 
it? A sweet, family-
centric story. 
PHOENIX JOURNEY BOOKS, 
2022, 33 PAGES

‘A Hat for Grandma’
By Madalina Hubert 
and Bella Maher

The Peace 
Brought  
by Snow
Illustrated by the gor-
geous scratchboard art 
of Beth Krommes, this 
sweet story tells of a 
child’s bedtime wish to 
let “all that is heavy turn 
light.” Snow falls, and 
with it comes the slow 
delights of winter. Pre-
school to third grade. 
CLARION BOOKS, 2016,  
48 PAGES

‘Before Morning’
By Joyce Sidman

Epoch Booklist Are there books you’d recommend?  
We’d love to hear from you. Let us know at features@epochtimes.com

 In this rousing 
adventure, evil nobles 
scheme for power 
during the medieval 
period. But the 
dashing Robin Hood 
(Errol Flynn) and his 
followers emerge to 

defend the exploited 
and resist Norman 
tyranny.

Flynn owns the 
role of the titular 
outlaw and does so 
with ample wit and 
charm. The story is 

true escapist fare of 
the highest order 
and is sure to delight 
audiences.

 In the isolated, 
snowy environs of 
Wyoming, a young 
Native American 
woman’s body is 
discovered and the 
homicide greatly 
affects the local 
community. Rookie 
FBI agent Jane Banner 
(Elizabeth Olsen) is 
called in to solve the 
grisly murder, but 
she’ll need the help of 
local wildlife expert 
Cory Lambert (Jeremy 
Renner) to navigate 
the precarious 
cultural divide.

This gripping 
whodunit is set 
against the incredibly 

beautiful backdrop 
of Wyoming, further 
enhanced by superb 
production values, 
impressive acting, and 
an immersive score.

Epoch WatchlistIan Kane
is a U.S. Army veteran, filmmaker, and author.
He enjoys the great outdoors and volunteering.

This week, we feature a glorious Robin Hood adventure and a tense crime 
drama about a rookie FBI agent trying to solve a murder in Wyoming.MOVIE REVIEWS

  Intrepid treasure 
hunter and historian 
Benjamin Franklin 
Gates (Nicolas Cage) 
is searching for a 
mysterious national 
treasure linked to 
the formation of the 
United States. He 
joins forces with fel-
low treasure hunter 
Ian Howe (Sean Bean) 
on a far-reaching 
expedition, but soon 
things become more 
dangerous than he 
had anticipated.

While not exactly 
a national treasure in 
a creative sense, this 
fun actioner succeeds 
as pure entertain-

ment and harkens 
back to the adventure 
blockbusters of the 
’80s and ’90s.

‘Wind River’ 
(2017)

 In this high-stakes political thriller, French-
man diplomat Mathieu Roussel (Gilles Lel-
louche) has been made the new director of the 
Alliance Francaise in a remote Siberian city. But 
when he’s framed for a heinous crime, his life is 
thrust into jeopardy, and he must try to prove 
his innocence.

Lellouche turns in a convincing and nuanced 
performance of a political figure on the wrong 
side of Russian authorities. Based on a real-life 
case of international espionage, the gritty film, 
in French with English subtitles, is riveting.

‘Kompromat’ (2023)

‘National 
Treasure’ (2004)

‘The Adventures of Robin Hood’ (1938)

AC TION | ADVENTURE | 
M YS TERY

Release Date:  
Nov. 19, 2004
Director:  
Jon Turteltaub 
Starring:  
Nicolas Cage, Diane Kruger, 
Justin Bartha
Running Time:  
2 hours, 11 minute 
MPAA Rating:  
PG
Where to Watch:  
Amazon, Vudu, Apple TV

DRAMA | THRILLER 

Release Date:   
Jan. 27, 2023 (U.S.) 
Director:  
Jérôme Salle
Starring:  
Gilles Lellouche, 
Joanna Kulig,  
Louis-Do de Lencquesaing
Running Time:  
2 hours, 7 minutes 
MPAA Rating: Not Rated
Where to Watch:  
Theaters AN ENTERTAINING ADVENTURE

THE DEFINITIVE ROBIN HOOD ROMP

NEW RELEASE INDIE PICK

CRIME | DR AMA | MYSTERY

Release Date:  
Aug. 18, 2017 
Director:  
Taylor Sheridan 
Starring:  
Elizabeth Olsen, Jeremy 
Renner, Graham Greene 
Running Time:  
1 hour, 47 minutes 
MPAA Rating: R
Where to Watch:  
DirecTV, Apple TV, Vudu

ACTION | ADVENTURE | 
ROMANCE

Release Date:  
May 14, 1938
Directors:  
Michael Curtiz,  
William Keighley
Starring:  
Errol Flynn,  
Olivia de Havilland,  
Basil Rathbone
Running Time: 
1 hour, 42 minutes
Rating: PG
Where to Watch:  
Apple TV, Amazon, HBO Max



CROSSFIRE HURRICANE

ON MAY 25, 2017, The Epoch Times published an article headlined 
“Despite Allegations, No Evidence of Trump–Russia Collusion Found.” 
The article detailed that—despite a media frenzy at the time—no actual 
evidence had been uncovered that President Donald Trump or anyone 
associated with his campaign had colluded with Russia to influence the 
2016 presidential election.

OUR REPORTING was proven accurate with the conclusion of  
the investigation by special counsel Robert Mueller.

NOT ONLY DID WE NOT BUY INTO the false narrative that Trump colluded with Russia, but we have also been 
a leader in reporting on the irregular and apparently politicized nature of the FBI’s investigation of the Trump 
campaign. During the past five years, we have published dozens of articles on the topic, many of them exclusive.

Courageous Reporting
We believe that investigating and exposing the truth is  
the only way that we can remain safe and free

ORIGINS OF COVID-19
ON APRIL 
15, 2020, 
The Epoch 
Times 
published 
its docu-
mentary 
“Tracking 
Down the 
Origin of Wuhan Coronavirus.” The film, 
which received over 100 million views, ex-
plored the origins of the virus, including the 
possibility of a lab leak. It presents scientific 
data and interviews with top scientists and 
national security experts.

YEARS AFTER THE RELEASE of this ground-
breaking documentary, the possibility of a 
lab leak is considered by government offi-
cials and experts as the most likely explana-
tion for the virus's spread. 

ELECTION INTEGRITY

FOLLOWING THE 2020 ELECTION, The Epoch Times was at the 
forefront of investigating and reporting on the questions surrounding 
the integrity of the election. Through our fact-based and independent 
reporting, we were able to uncover multiple irregularities.

CHINA THREAT
SINCE ITS INCEPTION in the year 
2000, The Epoch Times has been 
at the forefront of reporting 
on the infiltration of 
the United States by 
the Chinese Commu-
nist Party. Numerous 
times over the years, 
we've broken major Chi-
na-related stories ahead of 
other news organizations. 
In 2003, The Epoch Times was 
the first media outlet to system-
atically and continuously report 
on the spread of SARS, well 
ahead of most other Western 
media. We were also the first 
to report on state-sponsored 
forced organ harvesting in 
China—one of the most underre-
ported atrocities of our time—in 

which prisoners of conscience 
are killed for their organs, 
which are then sold for profit on 
a large scale. 

THE EPOCH TIMES also pub-
lished the editorial series 

“Nine Commentaries on 
the Communist Party,” 
revealing the true nature 
and history of the Com-

munist Party and inspir-
ing a movement that so far 

has seen more than 400 million 
Chinese people quit the Party 
and its affiliated organizations. 
Another of our series, “How 
the Specter of Communism Is 
Ruling Our World,” systemati-
cally exposes the evil nature of 
communism, as well as the harm 
it has brought and continues to 
inflict on the United States and 
the world.
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By Bill Lindsey

How to Be  
 a Great Volunteer
Sometimes, just knowing you are doing a 

good deed makes it worthwhile 
Many charitable organizations rely on volunteers, so if you decide to help 
out, understand it is a big responsibility and commitment that can make 

the lives of others—and your own—so much better. 

Being a volunteer is a great way 
to improve practical and social 
skills, and it can lead to lifelong 
friendships. The most critical 
requirement is a genuine desire 
to make a positive difference in 
someone else’s life, even if you’ll 
never receive thanks. A good 
volunteer will look for ways to 
make the group’s efforts ever more 
successful, thinking “outside the 
box” to suggest more streamlined, 
focused ways of providing 
assistance to others.

It may be tempting not to show 
up for an early-morning meeting, 
but others are relying on you to be 
there, so crawl out of bed and show 
up with a big mug of coffee and a 
smile on your face. When a task is 
assigned, complete it on time. If 
you are unsure how to accomplish 
it, ask questions right away; if you 
realize that you don’t have the skills 
to make it happen, or it conflicts 
with your personal or work life, 
speak up immediately.

Be Fun  
and Flexible4

Be a Team Player2

Be Enthusiastic1

Go Beyond5

Be Reliable3
Doing good deeds often involves 
working with other volunteers and 
sometimes with those benefiting 
from your efforts. Everyone brings 
a unique set of skills and abilities 
to the table, so make a point of 
determining what you do best that 
will help ensure the success of the 
team. This means cooperating with 
others, from lifting heavy loads to 
brainstorming poster design ideas. 
Actively listen to and elicit the 
input of your fellow volunteers.
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Choose a cause that excites 
you. By showing up ready 
to work hard and make a 
difference, your positive energy 
is a great example to empower 
other volunteers. The definition 
of a volunteer is a person who 
will provide a service without 
being paid; when you add 
enthusiasm, a big smile, and an 
“I’ll do it!” attitude, whatever 
you do will become fun, from a 
beach clean-up to painting an 
older neighbor’s house.

Even the toughest tasks are 
easier when everyone has a great 
attitude and knows they can 
lean on each other. Being flexible 
is a good trait for volunteers; 
sometimes situations change, 
requiring a complete redo of the 
plan. If that happens, smile and do 
everything possible to make Plan 
B a success. Nobody likes a diva 
or a know-it-all, so be prepared 
to work your way up in the 
organization by being the person 
everyone wants to work with.
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Please Print Legibly (Include Apt., Ste., Or Unit No.)

Save up to 45% on your subscription today!

* Based on a newsstand price of $6.95/copy.  
You can cancel anytime during the trial.  

Yes, I’d like to subscribe!

3 EASY WAYS TO SUBSCRIBE
ONLINE : ReadEpochInsight.com
 
HOTLINE : 833-699-1888

BY MAIL : EPOCH INSIGHT
Subscription Department
229 W. 28th St., Fl.5
New York, NY 10001

$1 FIRST MONTH

SCAN HERE to subscribe:

ReadEpochInsight.comif you subscribe ONLINE

We’d appreciate it if you’d pass this magazine along to your friends and family after you finish reading it. You can also request FREE magazines for your friends by filling out 
the form at ReadEpochInsight.com/FreeCopyRequest

“It’s a magazine that’s  
FOR the American people, 
not against.”

“Well thought out material, 
thoroughly investigated, 
and I trust [the] sources.”

“It is straightforward, rather 
than a lot of speculation or 
pontificating.”

Vanessa Morrison, medical records clerk Gail F. Sauve, homemaker Jan Hamilton, retired professional

“[Insight] reminds me 
that there are still a LOT 
of wonderful, good, and 
dedicated people in this 
country.”

“Unbiased reporting. Short, 
impactful articles.”

“I can trust what I read and 
make up my own mind how  
I feel about the subject.”

Creed Haymond, surgeon

Mark Naumann, photographer

Jim Edwards, retired

What Our Readers Say

6 Months $129  ($4.96/week)   Save 29%*

1 Year $199 ($3.83/week)   Save 45%* Best 
deal

First name                                                                           Last name                          

Address                                                                                       Apt. #

City                                                        State                 Zip

Email                                                                                                     Phone

By signing this subscription form, I affirm that I have read, understood and agreed to the terms and conditions at 
ReadEpoch.com/terms  I also affirm all info above is complete and accurate.

Pay by credit card / debit card at ReadEpochInsight.com 
or call us at 833-699-1888

Pay by check (payable to The Epoch Times) 
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