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Special Report

the events of jan. 6, 2021, at the U.S. Capitol 
have been called an “insurrection.” But is that really 
what happened?

The Epoch Times spent a year investigating what 
took place that day. The result is this special report 
that takes a deep dive into the issues. 

It reveals new details and analyses on the deaths of 
two of the four Trump supporters who died that day: 
Rosanne Boyland and Ashli Babbitt. 

Exclusive bodycam footage obtained by The Epoch 
Times reveals a D.C. Metro Police officer striking 
Boyland with a wooden stick multiple times as she lay 
on the ground unconscious and bystanders pleaded 
for her life, fearing she was suffocating. 

FBI documents obtained by The Epoch Times shed 
more light on Ray Epps, one of the individuals who 
has received the most attention following Jan. 6. One 
of the documents revealed that Epps was concerned 
about a potential explosion near the Capitol that day. 

The aggressive posture of the DOJ in prosecuting Jan. 
6 cases—even of those who committed no violence 
and were waved into the Capitol by police—has had 
a far-reaching impact. This special report includes 
several accounts of how lives have been changed, 
including that of Matthew Perna, who committed 
suicide at 37 due to the pressure placed on him. 

Meanwhile, so-called suspicious actors—those 
who committed violence that day but have not 
been indicted, identified, or in many cases 
even put on the wanted list—continue to 
raise questions. Exclusive footage obtained by 
The Epoch Times shows how one suspicious 
individual broke a window at the Capitol and 
encouraged others to commit vandalism 
and go inside. That individual remains 
unindicted and hasn’t been placed on 
a wanted list. 

We hope this special report 
provides you with an insightful 
look at some of the key questions 
surrounding Jan. 6.

Jasper Fakkert
Editor-in-chief

‘The Real Story 
of Jan. 6’

ON THE COVER
An in-depth look 
at what happened 
on Jan. 6, 2021, 
including exclusive 
interviews, FBI 
documents, and 
police bodycam 
footage.
SAMUEL CORUM/GETTY IMAGES
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Aaron Babbitt with his wife, Ashli, 
who was killed at the U.S. Capitol in 

Washington on Jan. 6, 2021.
PHOTO COURTESY OF AARON BABBITT

Use-of-force expert says Babbitt was murdered 
by a Capitol Police officer  

B Y  J O S E P H  M .  H A N N E M A N

C A P I T O L  V I O L E N C E

Ashli Babbitt  
‘Murdered’ Under 
Color of Authority



tioned why Byrd was wearing a COVID 
face covering if he hoped to be heard 
shouting instructions.

“Witness testimony I’ve read, police 
included, said they heard no warning,” 
Babbitt said, adding that if the officer 
thought the situation was serious 
enough for deadly force, “the mask 
should probably come off [his] face. [It 
showed a] complete disregard for hu-
man life and not following the use-of-
force continuum.”

Video shot by political activist John 
“Jayden X” Sullivan through the Speak-
er’s Lobby windows shows Byrd had his 
finger on the trigger of his Glock pistol 
before Ashli Babbitt ever appeared in 
the window. He then removed his fin-
ger from the trigger for a short time 
before advancing on the broken win-
dow and firing as Babbitt began to lean 
through.

Babbitt’s killing still hangs like a dark 

cloud over the events of that day. Ques-
tions remain about her death, even after 
the June release of a U.S. Department 
of Justice (DOJ) report that concluded 
there was insufficient evidence that Byrd 
used excessive force when he shot the 
unarmed Babbitt as she attempted to 
climb through the window.

Kephart said Byrd should have written 
a firearms discharge report immediately 
after the incident. Byrd declined to give 
a statement to detectives from the Met-
ropolitan Police Department Internal 
Affairs Division and was never formal-
ly interviewed before eventually being 
cleared of wrongdoing.

According to the June DOJ report, Byrd 
agreed to a “voluntary debrief and walk-
through of the scene” with his attorney 
in late January 2021, in which he stated 
that if the “mob of rioters” outside the 
Speaker’s Lobby had gained entry, “it 
wasn’t going to go well.”

‘I Had No Clue’
In a 2021 interview with Lester Holt on 
NBC, Byrd said he couldn’t see into the 
Speaker’s Lobby hallway through the 
glass, didn’t know if the person climbing 
into the window was male or female, and 
couldn’t tell if the person had anything 
in his or her hands.

“It’s impossible for me to see what’s on 
the other side because we had created 
such a barricade, and it was high enough 
that the visibility was impossible,” Byrd 
said. He said he didn’t know there were 
three Capitol Police officers standing 
with their backs to the entry doors.

Byrd said police “were essentially 
trapped” in the lobby, and “there was 
nowhere to retreat” because entrances 
were barricaded.

“It sounded like hundreds of people 
outside of that door,” he said.

Byrd said he repeatedly shouted for peo-
ple to get back—“I was yelling at the top 
of my lungs”—but added it was possible 
that he couldn’t be heard in the hallway.

When Holt asked Byrd if he knew 
whom he had shot, Byrd replied: “I had 
no clue. I didn’t even know it was a fe-
male until hours way later, sometime 
later on that night.”

Special Report January 6 Special Report January 6

shli babbitt, the  35-year-
old Air Force veteran who was 
fatally shot outside the U.S. 
Capitol Speaker’s Lobby on 
Jan. 6, 2021, was “murdered ... 
under the color of authority,” 

a use-of-force expert has concluded after 
reviewing video footage of the incident.

Just before 2:45 p.m. on Jan. 6, 2021, 
Babbitt began climbing through a side 
window leading into the Speaker’s Lobby 
and was shot in the left anterior shoulder 
by Capitol Police Lt. Michael Byrd. She 
was pronounced dead a half-hour later 
at MedStar Washington Hospital Center.

Stan Kephart, who has testified in 
court more than 350 times as an expert 
witness on policing issues, reviewed the 
shooting for the EpochTV documentary 
“The Real Story of Jan. 6.”

“My conclusion ... based on what I saw 
and observed in the video clips, is that 
Ashli Babbitt was murdered,” said Keph-
art, a 42-year veteran of law enforcement 
and former director of security for the 
1984 Los Angeles Summer Olympics. He 
has testified on topics that include ex-
cessive force, police discipline, officer 
safety, and crowd control.

“She was shot and killed under color of 
authority by an officer who violated not 
only the law but his oath, and committed 
an arrestable offense.”

Kephart said he saw nothing in the vid-
eo evidence to indicate that Byrd should 
have felt his life was in danger or that 
he was at risk of serious harm from the 
5-foot-2, 110-pound San Diego woman 
wrapped in a Trump flag.

“In order for lethal force to be autho-
rized, the officer has to be able to articu-
late that he or she was in fear of losing his 
life, was about to be killed, or grievously 
injured,” Kephart says in the documen-
tary. “There is nothing I saw in that film 
that would indicate that was possible or 
probable from what unfolded.”

Byrd’s attorney, Mark Schamel, called 
Kephart’s conclusion “unsupported and 
erroneous” and said Byrd was justified 
in his use of force.

“When Ms. Babbitt entered through 

the broken window and entered the in-
ner protected area, wearing a backpack 
and refusing the verbal commands of 
multiple armed federal officers with 
weapons drawn, the threat she posed 
was clear,” Schamel said in a statement. 
“Lt. Byrd, as the first officer in the final 
line of defense, was absolutely justified 
in his use of force.”

Aaron Babbitt, Ashli’s husband, said 
Kephart reached the same conclusion as 
other law enforcement experts, includ-
ing former New York City police com-
missioners Bernard Kerik and Ray Kelly.

“He’s obviously well-versed in the use 
of force,” Babbitt told The Epoch Times, 
referring to Kephart. “He’s clearly a 
very smart man who has been in that 
business for a long time. He should be 
listened to.”

Babbitt disputed Schamel’s claim that 
his wife “refused” verbal commands 
from Byrd or anyone else. He ques-

The exact moment 
Lt. Michael Byrd fired 
at unarmed Ashli 
Babbitt, killing her.

“My conclusion 
... based on 

what I saw and 
observed in 

the video clips 
is that Ashli 
Babbitt was 
murdered.”

Stan Kephart, use-of-force expert
Ashli Babbitt with Bella, one of her 
treasured dogs, at home in San Diego. 
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He said he only found out later that 
Babbitt had no weapon.

“There was no way to know that at that 
time,” Byrd said. “I could not fully see 
her hands or what was in the backpack 
or what the intentions of—

“I know, based on my training and my 
policy, what I did was appropriate.”

Kephart said the shooting should have 
been evaluated using a litmus test from 
the 1989 U.S. Supreme Court case Gra-
ham v. Connor: whether force was ever 
needed and appropriate in the situation, 
the extent of the injury, and “whether 
the force was applied in a good-faith 
manner to maintain and restore disci-
pline, or maliciously and sadistically.”

The DOJ report on the shooting was 
released in June by Judicial Watch, which 
sued the DOJ for Jan. 6, 2021, case records.

“After a thorough review of the facts 
and circumstances in this case, there 
is insufficient evidence to prove be-
yond a reasonable doubt that Lt. Byrd 
violated Ms. McEntee’s [sic] civil rights 
by willfully using more force than was 
reasonably necessary, or was not acting 
in self-defense or the defense of others,” 
the undated 14-page document reads. 
The report referred to Babbitt by her 
previous married name. She married 
Aaron Babbitt in 2019.

Kephart said the standard set by the 
Supreme Court in Graham v. Connor 
doesn’t refer to “willfully” using more 
force than necessary.

“They inserted willfully above know-
ingly, which is at best contradictory, and 
worst, disingenuous,” Kephart told The 
Epoch Times in an email.

Although Byrd refused to give a for-
mal statement to investigators, the DOJ 
concluded that his apparent belief that 
Babbitt posed an imminent, potentially 
deadly threat was “reasonable.”

About five hours after the shooting, 
Byrd met with internal affairs detectives 
from the D.C. Metropolitan Police De-
partment, which investigated the shoot-
ing on behalf of the U.S. Capitol Police; 
he said he wanted to consult an attorney 
first. Byrd never made a formal state-
ment to internal affairs investigators.

Schamel, Byrd’s attorney, said that “ac-
tual experts who train federal agents and 
officers in the use of force have described 
Lt. Byrd’s conduct as exemplary.”

Investigative Reports
A Metropolitan Police Department in-

ternal affairs investigator who reviewed 
video footage from Capitol security cam-
eras from just before Babbitt was shot 
said that “Ms. Babbitt [did] not appear 
to be carrying anything in her hands,” 
according to an internal police report 
released by Judicial Watch.

One U.S. Capitol Police sergeant who 
was in the Speaker’s Lobby when Bab-
bitt was shot told internal affairs inves-
tigators at the time of the shooting that 
“there was a lot of screaming” and that 
he had “heard somebody screaming, ‘Get 
back, get back.’”

A Capitol Police officer who was in 
the Speaker’s Lobby with Byrd said that 
before Babbitt appeared in the win-
dow, various officers were shouting for 
the crowd to get back. After Byrd fired 
his weapon, the officer said, Byrd was 

“shaky” and “teary-eyed.”
“You know, you can just tell, like, I ain’t 

gonna say when somebody regrets to 
do something, when somebody just is 
just nervous, you know, they’ll rub their 
head, their [sic] pace back and forth,” the 
officer told an internal affairs agent.

However, one of the three officers sta-
tioned on the outside of the Speaker’s 
Lobby doors, where Babbitt and other 
protesters were gathered, told an inves-
tigator that he “did not recall hearing 
any verbal commands being given from 
inside the Speaker’s Lobby,” according to 
a Jan. 6, 2021, police report.

One of the other two officers stationed 
outside the doors and facing the angry 
crowd also was asked if he heard any-
one inside the Speaker’s Lobby saying 
anything.

“No, sir,” he replied. When asked if he 
considered using his firearm on rioters, 
he said: “So, you’re accountable for ev-
ery round in, in your service weapon; 
obviously, you can’t shoot into an empty 
crowd. That’s so wrong.”

The third officer stationed at the doors 
also told investigators he didn’t hear any 
communications from police inside the 
Speaker’s Lobby, according to a Jan. 6, 
2021, report by the Metropolitan Police 
Department Internal Affairs Division.

A summary from Babbitt’s Jan. 7, 2021, 
autopsy said the medical examiner de-

termined “the cause of death was a gun-
shot wound to the left anterior shoulder 
and the manner of death was ruled a 
homicide.”

Kephart said he was shocked by a pho-
to from the House floor earlier on Jan. 
6, 2021, that showed Byrd with his gun 
drawn and aimed in the direction of Rep. 
Troy Nehls (R-Texas) and two other men.

“This man [Byrd] should be directed to 
submit to a fitness-for-duty examination 
immediately by his chief of police,” Ke-
phart said. “Based on this photo alone, 
he is not qualified to possess a firearm. 
He is clearly demonstrating a conscious 
disregard for where he is. His firearm 
should be at a ‘low ready’ position until 
target acquisition.

“Any qualified firearms instructor 
would be horrified at this photo in 
view of what transpired after the pic-
ture was taken, where he shot and killed 
Ashli Babbitt, disregarding officers in 
the backdrop, and did not advance and 
assess the shot or provide first aid and 
take control of the crime scene—all of 
which he has been taught, trained, and 
certified to do.”

Nehls has spoken repeatedly of his be-
lief that the shooting was murder. Nehls 
served as sheriff of Fort Bend County, 
Texas, from 2012 until 2020.

“The video was quite clear,” he told 
Newsmax in 2021. “It was murder.” 
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(Left) Ashli Babbitt (upper R) begins to fall back after being shot by Capitol Police Lt. 
Michael Byrd on Jan. 6, 2021. (Above) U.S. Capitol Police Lt. Michael Byrd was in 
command of police in the U.S. House chamber on Jan. 6, 2021.



12  E P O C H   I N S I G H T  Week 35, 2022 E P O C H   I N S I G H T  Week 35, 2022  13  

POLICE OFFICER
F O O T A G E

A S S AULT
Jan. 6 bodycam footage shows 
a DC police officer assaulting 
an unconscious protester

Protesters at the U.S. Capitol in 
Washington on Jan. 6, 2021. 

PHOTO BY JON CHERRY/GETTY IMAGES

B Y  J O S E P H  M .  H A N N E M A N
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district of columbia police 
officer used a large wooden 
stick to strike the body and 
head of protester Rosanne 
Boyland three times as she 
lay motionless on the ground 

on Jan. 6, 2021, according to bodycam 
footage from several officers obtained 
by The Epoch Times.

Use-of-force expert Stanley Kephart, 
upon reviewing the previously unre-
leased footage, concluded that the three 
full-force blows by D.C. police officer Lila 
Morris constituted a felony assault with 
intent to cause great bodily harm.

Kephart called Morris’s use of force 
“indefensible” and the internal-affairs 
investigation of Boyland’s death a “clear 
and convincing coverup.”

“I think that the first thing that occurred 
is an assault under the color of authority 
by Morris,” Kephart told The Epoch Times. 
“That is a crime, an arrestable offense.”

Police at the mouth of the Lower West 
Terrace tunnel at the U.S. Capitol ignored 
dozens of pleas to help Boyland after she 
collapsed, the videos show.

When a lifeless Boyland was pulled in-
side the building more than 10 minutes 
later, other police and EMS personnel 
began 50 minutes of life-saving efforts 
that ultimately failed.

An independent forensic pathologist 
hired by the Boyland family contends 
that her cause of death wasn’t an over-
dose of the prescription drug Adderall—
as reported by the D.C. medical examin-
er—but manual asphyxia. Boyland was 
crushed under a pile of people when po-
lice gassed protesters and pushed them 
out of the tunnel at about 4:20 p.m. on 
Jan. 6, 2021.

‘Under the Color of Authority’
Kephart, a 42-year law enforcement vet-
eran and former director of security for 
the 1984 Los Angeles Summer Olympics, 
reviewed Boyland’s case at the request 
of The Epoch Times. He has testified as 
a witness more than 350 times on topics 
including excessive force, police disci-
pline, officer safety, and crowd control.

Kephart concluded that Morris’s use of 
force was a felonious “assault under the 
color of authority,” with intent to cause 
great bodily harm. He said that Morris 
should be prosecuted in criminal court 
and fired from the D.C. Metro police force.

“I believe two things were in operation 
here. One was anger at this person,” Ke-
phart said, referring to Boyland. “That 
was overridden by fear. And those two 
elements were the causal connection 
between what was done to the person 
by the officer and the result.”

The force used against Boyland fails a 
four-part standard set in the 1989 U.S. 
Supreme Court case Graham v. Connor, 

Kephart said: whether force was ever 
needed and appropriate in the situation, 
the extent of the injury, and “whether 
the force was applied in a good-faith 
manner to maintain and restore disci-
pline, or maliciously and sadistically.”

Police are trained not to strike people 
in the head with a blunt object. In the 
West Terrace tunnel, something over-
came that training, Kephart said.

“If you have a trained officer who is 
angry at what the crowd is doing and 
the crowd rises up and puts him in a 
position where he feels his personal 

Rosanne Boyland is struck with a 
stick at the U.S. Capitol in Washington 

on Jan. 6, 2021.

Special Report January 6

Police Hit Rosanne Boyland 3 Times

safety is compromised, fear begins to 
take over the anger, and the reflexive 
response throws the training right out 
the window,” Kephart said.

Chief Robert Contee of the Metropoli-
tan Police Department didn’t respond to 
a request for comment. A message left 
with the department’s public informa-
tion office wasn’t returned.

After the publication of this article, 
department spokesperson Alaina Gertz 
told The Epoch Times in an emailed 
statement: “The matter involving Offi-
cer Morris was previously brought to our 
attention and reviewed thoroughly. This 
review included her body-worn camera 
footage, and did not substantiate the al-
legations you have outlined.”

Morris’s own bodycam shows her 
swinging the stick but doesn’t show 
where the hits land. Body camera foot-
age from nearby officers, however, shows 
where the blows land on Boyland’s body.

One protester who allegedly used the 
same wooden stick to strike and jab at 
police in the terrace tunnel was charged 
with assaulting, resisting, or imped-
ing certain officers using a dangerous 
weapon. Jonathan Mellis was charged in 
a 10-count indictment on March 10, 2021. 
He pleaded not guilty. Mellis is being 
held in jail pending trial.

Police Ignored Pleas for Help
Police bodycam video shows protesters 
begging officers to render life-saving 
aid to Boyland from the moment she 
collapsed at the mouth of the tunnel. 
The pleas grew more desperate as it be-

came apparent Boyland was dying. That 
sparked a violent backlash from rioters, 
who attacked the police line with fists, 
flag poles, sticks, and a whisk broom.

“There’s people under here!” shouted 
Justin Winchell, Boyland’s friend who 
accompanied her to Washington that 
day. “There’s people trapped under here!”

A protester right at the police line who 
was bleeding from a baton strike to the 
head pointed to Boyland and pleaded for 
help. “Get her up. Get her up! Get her up, 
please,” the man urged. “Save her life! 
Save her life, please!”

One officer used his baton and boots to 
push five protesters on top of Boyland, 
bodycam video shows. “Please get her 
up! She’s gonna die!” Winchell shouted.

There was the sound of a female cough-
ing as a battle raged above and around 
Boyland. The coughing stopped at 4:26:04 
p.m., according to a timeline developed 
by The Epoch Times from police bodyc-
am footage. A few seconds later, the large 
crowd on the terrace began chanting, “I 
can’t breathe! I can’t breathe!”

“My God! She’s dead! She’s dead! Rose!” 
Winchell cried at 4:26:52 p.m. “Rosanne! 
I need somebody! She’s dead! ... I need 
somebody! I need medics!”

Just shy of 4:28 p.m., protester Luke 
Coffee of Dallas stepped to the front of 
the police line, held up his hand, and 
shouted, “Stop!” He was squirted in the 
face with pepper spray but maintained 
his position.

A rioter threw a large wooden stick 
at Morris from out in the crowd. At the 
time, Morris was in the tunnel, crouch-

ing behind a protester who had his arms 
covering his head.

3 Strikes
Morris picked up the wooden stick, 
raised it over her head, and struck Cof-
fee on the right elbow, bodycam video 
shows. She aimed a second strike at Cof-
fee but missed.

The video then shows that Morris 
raised the stick over her head with both 
hands and unleashed three quick hits to 
Boyland’s body: one to the ribs and two 
to the head. The second blow to the head 
drew a horrified reaction from Winchell.

The wooden stick flew from Morris’s 
left hand as she wound up for another 
strike on Boyland, the videos show. Mor-
ris whiffed in her final attempted hit. The 
stick ricocheted off the tunnel arch and 
flew over Morris’s head.

Coffee reached down and picked up an 
aluminum crutch that had been thrown 
at police several times during the after-
noon. He held the crutch over his head 
for several seconds, then used it like a 
plow to push the police line back into 
the tunnel several feet.

As Coffee pushed the police line back, 
bystanders dragged Boyland down sev-
eral steps and began CPR. Nearly three 
minutes later, they carried her directly 
in front of the police line and continued 
doing CPR. No officers moved to lend 
assistance.

At 4:31 p.m., Boyland was dragged by 
officers to the back of the tunnel and 
inside the Capitol. In the process, she lost 
her jeans, backpack, and top, leaving her 
clothed only in leggings, according to 
bodycam video.

A SWAT team member in a green tac-
tical uniform began CPR. The D.C. Fire 
and EMS Department was summoned. 
Within a few minutes, a team of six to 
eight first responders was working to 
resuscitate Boyland. She was hooked to 
an automated external defibrillator.

Morris watched the resuscitation ef-
forts. At 4:38 p.m., her bodycam captures 
a female voice—likely Morris—asking, 
“Is he dead?”

Justin Winchell reacts in horror after his 
friend Rosanne Boyland is struck in the 
head with a wooden stick while she lies 
unconscious on the floor at the U.S. Capitol 
in Washington on Jan. 6, 2021. 
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Reaction to the Assault
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Boyland was loaded onto a makeshift 
gurney and wheeled to the east wing of 
the Capitol to meet a medical transport 
unit from D.C. Fire and EMS.

“When we got into the Capitol, they had 
her on some sort of dolly or pull cart, and 
they were pulling her down the hallway 
towards us,” Capt. Ellen Kurland, an EMS 
supervisor, said in a Jan. 6, 2021, docu-
mentary produced by DC Fire and EMS.

“We worked her for 30 minutes, and 
she had been down 20 minutes before 
we were even able to get to her.”

Boyland was put on an IV and giv-
en epinephrine every four minutes to 
stimulate her heart. The rescue squad 
requested approval to depart for The 
George Washington University Hospi-
tal at 5:10 p.m. “Authorization was not 
granted,” read a summary of records 
obtained by the Boyland family.

The records don’t indicate why the 
ambulance wasn’t allowed to leave the 
Capitol for a half-hour after requesting 
approval. A message from The Epoch 
Times left at the D.C. Metro Fire and EMS 
Department wasn’t returned.

The ambulance finally left the Capitol 
at 5:40 p.m. for the one-mile trip to the 
hospital. Due to traffic and road closures, 

the ambulance didn’t arrive at the emer-
gency room until 6 p.m. Boyland was 
pronounced dead at 6:09 p.m.

“We are not 100 percent [certain of] 
when she actually passed, but agree it 
was in that time frame [4:21 to 4:26 p.m.] 
and probably before Lila Morris got hold 
of that stick,” Bret Boyland, Rosanne’s fa-
ther, told The Epoch Times. “No matter 
whether Rosanne was alive or not, we 
were shocked and appalled at the offi-
cer’s attack.”

‘Objectively Reasonable’
Troubled by the contradictions in the 
Boyland case, Gary McBride of Decatur, 
Texas, filed an excessive-force complaint 
against Morris with the Metropolitan 
Police Department in September 2021.

“I don’t condone what happened at the 
Capitol, and I don’t condone the beating 
of anyone who is defenseless either,” Mc-
Bride wrote to the D.C. Metro Internal 
Affairs Bureau on Sept. 14. “It doesn’t 
matter if you are a protester, preacher, or 
politician; you should be held account-
able for your actions.”

Two months later, in November 2021, 
Capt. David K. Augustine wrote to Mc-
Bride and said, “The use of force within 

this investigation was determined to be 
objectively reasonable.”

Cause of Death Disputed
The D.C. Office of the Chief Medical Ex-
aminer performed an autopsy on Boy-
land on Jan. 7, 2021. The cause of death 
was ruled amphetamine intoxication. 
Boyland’s family questioned that con-
clusion.

Boyland had a prescription for Adder-
all, a medication used to treat attention 
deficit hyperactivity disorder (ADHD). 
There was no visual evidence or witness 
statements to indicate any signs that the 
drug impaired her on Jan. 6, 2021.

The Boyland family hired Park Dietz 
& Associates to review the autopsy find-
ings. The Park Dietz forensic pathologist 
agreed that the manner of death was an 
accident but concluded that Boyland’s 
death was caused by manual asphyxia. 
Boyland was cremated, so a new autopsy 
wasn’t possible.

“Compressional asphyxia refers to 
a situation in which pressure exerted 
on the chest or back of an individual 
impedes normal breathing and often 
leaves no diagnostic physical findings,” 
reads a summary of the Park Dietz re-
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First responders perform CPR on Rosanne Boyland just inside the lower West Terrace tunnel entrance at the U.S. Capitol in Washington 
on Jan. 6, 2021.

port provided to The Epoch Times by 
the Boyland family.

Amphetamine toxicity “was not the 
proximate cause of Ms. Boyland’s death, 
although it cannot be ruled in or out as 
a contributory factor,” the pathologist 
wrote. “The circumstances surrounding 
Ms. Boyland’s death are not consistent 
with a drug overdose as the proximate 
cause and cannot be ignored.”

The original autopsy didn’t note any 
evidence of injury, except for a four-
inch bruise on her right forearm. How-
ever, bodycam footage of Boyland being 
dragged from the tunnel entrance at 4:31 
p.m. shows what appears to be a wound 
on her forehead. Another bodycam view 
seems to show a long red mark starting 
on the lower section of her left rib cage.

Winchell told an Atlanta television 
station in 2021 that Boyland developed 
a nosebleed after the officer struck her 
in the face with the walking stick.

“I want you to hear me: She was already 
blue, and the Capitol police—I kid you 
not—had been hitting everyone with 
batons and stuff, understandably,” 
Winchell said.

“But I’m talking, she is laid out, maybe 
dead at this point, but they hit her at least 
two times in the body. And then they hit 
her once in the face, once right here in 
her nose, and some blood started coming 
out of her nose.”

According to the autopsy, Boyland 
suffered left and right anterior rib frac-
tures, but those were likely caused by 
CPR compressions, the Park Dietz report 
said. The report noted no evidence that a 
beating or traumatic injury contributed 
to her death.

“This does not mean that she was not 
beaten by a police officer, only that she 
was already deceased at that time,” the 
Boyland family said in a statement.

The report said it’s unclear what role 
chemical irritants sprayed by police and 
protesters might have had on Boyland’s 
death. Videos show mace dripping off 
the clothing of protesters near the po-
lice line.

“Please stop pepper spraying,” an un-
known man near Boyland pleaded at 
4:26 p.m. “Her lungs are full of it.”

Police used an unknown gas on pro-
testers in the tunnel at 4:20 p.m., and 
according to security video, a loud ex-
plosion was heard seconds beforehand, 
causing many protesters in the tunnel 
to drop to the ground.

Chemical agents such as pyrotechnic 
oleoresin capsicum, delivered via an ex-
ploding munition, work primarily on the 
lungs. Witnesses in the tunnel described 
feeling like the oxygen was sucked from 
the air, making it impossible to breathe. 
The response was panic.

Kephart said crowd-control munitions 

were a mistake in such a tight and crowd-
ed space.

“If you’re using gas munitions to 
cause the air to be saturated with a gas 
displacing the oxygen, and causes them 
to panic and pass out, thereby clogging 
the ability for them to disperse because 
they’re passed out, you have created and 
worsened the problem,” Kephart said.

“This is an absolute symptom of a lack 
of proper training. This offends com-
mon sense.”

Police can allow fear to overcome their 
training in high-stress situations, but 
so can crowds like the one in the West 
Terrace tunnel.

“The same thing is true with the crowds: 
If fear [strikes], they do the wrong thing,” 
he said. “They either drop down, or they 
try to flee. And in attempting to do either 
of those two options, they worsen the cir-
cumstance in crowd compaction.”

Birthday Filled With Sadness
April 26 was a sad day at the Georgia 
home of Bret and Cheryl Boyland. Their 
late daughter Rosanne would have 
turned 36. Instead of enjoying a birth-
day celebration, the Boyland family had 
to confront the grief that has been ev-
er-present since the night of Jan. 6, 2021.

Rosanne’s parents struggle with many 
lingering questions about her death. 
Among them is the exact time their 
daughter died. Bret Boyland said that 
based on the review of Rosanne’s autopsy 
and other factors, he believes she died 
between 4:21 p.m. and 4:25 p.m.

A review of video and audio from 
police bodycams identified a series of 
female coughs between 4:25:34 and 
4:26:04. Boyland said the coughs were 
too short for him to tell if they came 
from his daughter.

Bodycam and security video of Boy-
land’s time in the Capitol before being 
taken to the hospital provided some 
comfort to her family.

“We were glad to get details of life-sav-
ing efforts after she was dragged into the 
Capitol,” Bret Boyland said. “She just got 
that attention too late.” 

Boyland was crushed 
under a pile of people 
when police gassed 
protesters and 
pushed them out of 
the tunnel. 
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First responders pull Rosanne 
Boyland on a makeshift gurney 
to meet a transport unit from 
D.C. Fire and EMS, at the U.S. 
Capitol on Jan. 6, 2021. 
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“We’re not going to hurt 
you, officer!”  
(Unknown male voice.)

“Push back a little!”

“Rosanne!” (Unknown voice)

“Move up!”

“Oh my God, I’m going down.” 
(Protester with flashlight)

“Help me!” (Very faint.)

“Hey, back up! Back up!”  
(Unknown voice.)

“I can’t.”

“I’m trying to get out. 
They knocked me down.”

“Ow, [expletive]. Oh my God,
you hurt me bad!”
(Protester with flashlight.)

Sound of a female voice 
coughing twice.

“Stop! Stop!”

“Oh, sh*t.”

“Someone’s being crushed!” 
(Protester with flashlight.)

“I’m bleeding now!”  
(Protester with flashlight.)

“Stop pushing!” “Get up!”

“I know, got to get off him.”

“There are people 
under here!”

Three weak coughs from a 
female voice.“Get off of me!” 
(Male voice.) Several faint 
coughs. (Female voice.)

“Up! Up! You’ve got 
to push back!”

“Here, push off me. Push off me.”  
“Everybody’s pulling me.”

“Everybody’s cool here. 
Save her life, please!”

“You’re pushing people!”

“Get him up. Stand up!” 
“Get up! Stand up!”

“I can’t. I can’t! Hold on.”

“I’m trying to get out!”
“I know, man. We all are.”

“Rosanne!” (Justin Winchell)

“Pull them up! Pull them up! 
Pull them up!”

“I’m trying. I’m trying 
to get out!”

“Stand up!”

“Help me, please!” 
(Male voice.)

J A N .  6 ,  2 0 2 1
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Female continues to cough. 
“She’s going to die!” (Justin Winchell)

Two more faint coughs.

“She’s gonna die! She’s gonna die!”

“Please! They’re trying to save somebody!”

(Crowd chants) 
“I CAN’T BREATHE. I CAN’T BREATHE!”

“People are getting (inaudible). 
Help save somebody!”

“Stand up!”

Police push three men out, 
and they fall onto Rosanne Boyland.

“Save her! Save her!”

“You got me? You got me?  [Expletive]. I don’t want to 
pull you down, boss.” (Said to a police officer.)

“Move up! Out!” (Police officer.)

Officer shoves two more large men 
on top of Rosanne Boyland.

“She’s gonna die. She’s gonna die!  
She’s dead! She’s dead!” (Justin Winchell)

“She’s dead! She’s dead!” (Justin Winchell)

“My God! She’s dead! 
She’s dead! Rose!” (Justin Winchell)

“I can’t stand up right now. My 
legs are trapped.”

“Please stop the (inaudible) a little bit.”

4:24:11

4:24:26

4:24:14

4:24:20

4:25:18

4:26:00

4:26:01

4:26:04

4:26:05

4:26:08

4:26:12

“Please stop pepper spraying, 
her lungs are full of it.” (Male voice.)

“Please get her up! She’s gonna die! She’s gonna die! 
She’s gonna die!” (Justin Winchell)

4:26:38

4:26:13

“You’re hurting people!”

4:26:16

4:26:21

4:26:19

4:26:26

4:26:28

4:26:35

4:26:42

4:26:44

4:26:47

4:26:52

4:24:24

4:24:36

4:24:30

4:24:37

4:24:41

4:24:49

4:24:51

4:24:55

4:25:13

4:25:17

4:25:19

4:25:30

4:25:31

4:25:33

4:25:34

4:25:36

4:25:37

4:25:40

4:25:43

4:25:49

4:25:50

4:25:58

4:25:54

4:25:59

4:25:57

4:25:26

4:25:32

4:25:23

4:24:43 “Please! Please! I got hit 
in the head.” (Protester 
with flashlight.)

“Get her up. Get her up! Get 
her up, please. Save her life! 
Save her life, please!”

“She’s gonna die!” 
(Unknown male.)

“I can’t, I’ve got people 
underneath me.” “Who’s down?”
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After striking Rosanne 
Boyland a third time, 
Officer Morris winds up 
for another hit but the 
stick flies from her hand.

“Somebody’s dead! Somebody’s 
dead!” (Justin Winchell)

“Stop! Stop!”

Rosanne Boyland is 
dragged away from the 
tunnel mouth for CPR.

“You killed her, [expletive] 
pigs! [expletive] you!” 
(Unknown voice.)

Luke Coffee takes a crutch like 
a plow and pushes the police 
line back into the tunnel.

“Die! Die scum! We don’t need to do this!” 
or “Guys! Guys, stop! We don’t need to do 
this!” (Unidentified protester)

Officer Morris appears to collapse as she is 
dragged back into tunnel. “Get up,” someone says.

Officers look down at Officer Morris on 
the ground. “Relax!” one woman says.

Officer Morris lets out a half cry/half cough.

“Ow!” (Officer Morris)

“I can’t breathe!” (Officer Morris)

Officer Morris raises the 
stick and slams it down again.

“Stop! Stop!” Luke Coffee 
steps in, then holds up a 
crutch over his head.

22 

Coughing.

“Morris?” (Second female voice)

“Take a breath, OK?” (Male voice)

Officer Morris coughing.

Bystanders do CPR on Rosanne Boyland 
right in front of police.

Rosanne Boyland dragged into Capitol; 
CPR started.

“Is he dead?” Officer Morris asks fellow 
DC Metro officer. 

Rosanne Boyland loaded onto 
a makeshift gurney.

Rosanne Boyland wheeled from the tunnel hallway 
up the ramp, pulled by two fire/EMS personnel, 
one green-clad SWAT officer, and two Capitol 
Police officers.

“Morris!” (Female voice)
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“I need somebody! She’s 
dead!” (Justin Winchell, 
looking out into the crowd.)

“I need somebody! I need 
medics!” (Justin Winchell)

Bearded man in Michigan 
sweatshirt and leather 
jacket attacks officers.

Several men battle police 
with sticks, including a 
hockey stick.

Officer Morris has the wooden 
staff in hand, standing 
behind a man in a blue coat.

“[expletive] you! … 
(inaudible) [expletive] up.” 
(Ronald McAbee)

“Rosanne! Rosanne! 
Rosanne!” (Justin Winchell)

“Help!” (Male voice)

“Rosanne! Rosanne! Rosanne! 
Rosanne!” (Justin Winchell)

“Rosanne! Rosanne! Rosanne! 
Rosanne!” (Justin Winchell)

“Rosanne!” (Justin Winchell)

Man in blue coat crouched 
in front of Officer Morris 
moves out of the tunnel.

(Inaudible) “… [expletive] 
dead!” (Ronald McAbee) “You 
hit me in the [expletive] 
head?” “I know how to do 
this (inaudible)” “Mother 
[expletive]”

Officer Morris picks up 
wooden stick with left hand.

Officer Morris strikes 
Luke Coffee on the left 
arm near the elbow 
with the wooden stick.Jake Lang pulls unconscious 

Philip Anderson off the pile.

A wooden stick is thrown 
at Officer Lila Morris 
like a javelin; she picks 
it up for the first time.

4:26:59

4:27:05

4:27:07

4:27:17

4:27:19

4:27:21

4:27:26

4:27:29

4:27:32

4:27:37

4:27:50

4:27:57

4:27:58

4:28:05

4:28:10

4:28:16

4:28:17

4:27:55

4:28:01

4:27:51

4:27:52

4:27:53

4:28:21

4:28:50

4:29:12

4:29:19

4:29:28

4:29:33

4:30:04

4:30:41

4:30:27

4:30:50

4:31:10

4:38:07

4:46:16

4:46:33

4:30:38

4:27:54 Officer Morris again 
swings downward with the 
stick, striking Rosanne 
Boyland in the ribs.

4:27:00 “She’s dead! I need somebody! 
She’s dead! I need medical 
help!” (Justin Winchell, 
breathless, looking at the 
crowd, pointing down to 
Rosanne Boyland.)

DC Fire and EMS Sgt. Timothy Bennett 
and Battalion Fire Chief Christopher 
Holmes on scene.

4:42:28

4:28:09 “You guys killed her!” 
(Man with long hair in a 
leather jacket.)
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4:30:55



BOMB  AT TACK
R AY EPPS E XPECTED Documents reveal Epps told the FBI he expected 

a terrorist attack near the Capitol on Jan. 6 
B Y  J O S E P H  M .  H A N N E M A N

F B I  D O C U M E N T S 

Ray Epps talks with 
protesters on Jan. 5, 2021.

PHOTO BY VILLAIN REPORT/SCREENSHOT 
VIA THE EPOCH TIMES
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W
hen  james  ray  epps 
Sr. first called the FBI re-
garding his January 2021 
activities in Washington, 
he didn’t mention how 
he implored protesters 

in several locations to go inside the U.S. 
Capitol, but he later told an agent that he 
expected that a bomb would detonate on 
a side street near the building.

Those are just two of the revelations 
in a collection of Epps-related material 
obtained by The Epoch Times, including 
FBI interview summaries, FBI audio re-
cordings, transcripts, videos, and pho-
tographs.

In two interviews with the FBI in 2021, 
Epps explained his actions on Jan. 5, 2021, 
and Jan. 6, 2021. He admitted that he was 
guilty of trespassing on restricted Capi-
tol grounds and confessed to urging pro-
testers to go to—and into—the Capitol 
on Jan. 6, 2021.

Despite the admissions, the FBI never 
arrested Epps, and he wasn’t charged by 
the U.S. Department of Justice with any 
Jan. 6, 2021, crimes. The nonaction has 
fueled theories that he might have been 
working for the FBI or another agency.

Epps, 61, has repeatedly denied those 
suggestions through his attorney.

Epps recently sold his house and land 
in Queen Creek, Arizona, because of 
threats and harassment and has moved 
to Colorado, he told The New York Times 
in July. According to online records, the 
Arizona property sold for $2.2 million 
on April 28.

Epps at one time was No. 16 on the FBI’s 
Jan. 6, 2021, Capitol breach most-wanted 
page. His entry was later scrubbed from 
the list without explanation. He’s among 
a handful of persons of interest to have 
their photos deleted from the FBI site.

‘Like a Terrorist Act’
In an interview with FBI agents on 
March 3, 2021, Epps said he brought a 

first-aid kit in his backpack to Washing-
ton because he expected a terror attack.

“Yeah, I thought there might be a prob-
lem. That’s why I was there,” Epps told an 
FBI agent and an FBI Joint Terrorism Task 
Force officer in a meeting at the Phoenix 
office of Epps’s attorney, John Blischak.

Blischak told The Epoch Times that he 
would comment after reviewing the FBI 
interview summary, but hadn’t done so 
by press time.

“I was afraid they were going to set off 
an explosion on one of the side streets,” 
Epps said, according to a recording of the 
interview obtained by The Epoch Times. 
“So we tried to stay in the middle, tried 
to get there early, tried to stay away from 
the sides. And if something like that hap-
pened, I had a first-aid kit. I could help out.”

Epps told the agents that the possibil-
ity of violence weighed heavily on his 
mind and that he originally didn’t plan 
to travel to Washington. It was only when 

learning that his son, James Epps Jr., was 
going to the Trump rally that the senior 
Epps decided to go and keep an eye on 
his son, he said.

“As time went on, I started getting a bad 
feeling, like something’s gonna happen,” 
said Epps, a U.S. Marine Corps veteran 
and former Oath Keepers leader in Ari-
zona. “There’s a lot of wackies out there. I 
thought something would happen in D.C. 
I thought there might be, what do they 
call them, EOD, something like that?”

Epps might have been referring to an 
improvised explosive device (IED), which 
is a homemade bomb that was a favor-
ite weapon of insurgents in Afghanistan 
during the long U.S. war there. In military 
parlance, an EOD refers to an explosive 
ordnance disposal specialist—someone 
who defuses and destroys explosives.

An agent asked for clarification: “Oh, 
you mean like a terrorist act?”

“Right, like a terrorist act,” Epps said.

The agents didn’t press Epps on what 
led him to believe there would be an 
explosion, nor did they ask about the 
two alleged pipe bombs found outside 
the Republican and Democratic party 
headquarters, each just blocks from the 
Capitol. The Republican National Com-
mittee pipe bomb was placed near the 
corner of the Capitol Hill Club facing a 
side street, similar to the description 
Epps offered.

The devices didn’t detonate, and the 
FBI hasn’t arrested anyone in those cases.

Epps told the FBI that he regretted the 
things he said in downtown Washington 
on the night of Jan. 5, 2021. He spoke to 
internet personality Baked Alaska and 
video podcaster Villain Report, both of 
whom recorded their exchanges.

“In fact, tomorrow, I don’t even like to 
say it because I’ll be arrested. ... I’ll say 
it. We need to go into the Capitol,” Epps 
told Baked Alaska, whose legal name is 

Anthime Gionet.
Epps shouted a similar theme to the 

crowd at large: “Tomorrow, we need to go 
into the Capitol. Into the Capitol. Peace-
fully.” The crowd then started chanting, 
“Fed! Fed! Fed! Fed!”

The FBI agents told Epps that his state-
ments on Jan. 5, 2021, were problemat-
ic. They said they found him often on 
video and in photographs from Jan. 5 
and 6, 2021.

“I’m the tallest guy in the crowd, and I 
stick out, man. They followed me,” Epps 
said. “I could never be a bank robber.”

One of the agents said: “We said that 
the same way. We said, ‘It’s a big guy and 
every photo we find, he’s in it.’ The night 
before, that video didn’t help.

“And the video the night before, what 
you said basically predicted what hap-
pened.”

Epps said, “I wish I could take that back.”
He called the statements “really stupid.”
On Jan. 6, 2021, Epps was filmed near 

the Washington Monument, telling the 
crowd, “We are going to the Capitol, 
where our problems are. It’s that direc-
tion. Please spread the word.”

When speaking to a young man in a 
red-and-black mackinaw jacket, he said, 
“When we go in, leave this here [point-

ing to something]. You don’t need to 
get shot,” according to video footage of 
the exchange.

1st Call to FBI on Jan. 8, 2021
Epps first called the FBI on Jan. 8, 2021, af-
ter his brother-in-law notified Epps’s wife 
that a photograph of Epps was on the FBI 
website. That call to the National Threat 
Operations Center (NTOC) lasted about 
27 minutes, according to an audio file of 
the call obtained by The Epoch Times.

In describing his activities, Epps never 
mentioned that he had urged the crowds 
on Jan. 5, 2021, to go into the Capitol the 
next day. He said he went down to Black 
Lives Matter plaza to try to calm things 
down after people he suspected were 
Antifa activists were harassing police.

“I tried to calm them down,” Epps told 
the FBI operator. “I tried to let them know 
that, you know, that this is not what we’re 
here for. We’re here because of the Con-
stitution, not the police. Police are on 
our side.”

Nor did Epps mention getting on a 
bullhorn on Jan. 6, 2021, and encourag-
ing people to go to the Capitol as soon as 
President Donald Trump was finished 
speaking. He would comment on those 
topics nearly two months later when 
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(Left) People walk toward the U.S. Capitol 
in Washington on Jan. 6, 2021.  
(Below) Epps at the U.S. Capitol on Jan. 
6, 2021, shortly before pepper gas is shot 
into the crowd. “Been a long time,” he said. 
“Aah, I love it!” 
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interviewed by FBI agents.
On the January call, Epps insisted that 

his presence on Capitol grounds was to 
de-escalate when things got violent.

“I am guilty of being there and prob-
ably trespassing,” he said. “But I had a 
reason. I was trying to calm ‘em down. 
I wanted to be there, but I’m trying to 
calm ‘em down. Anything I can do to 
help. There’s no call for that kind of be-
havior. I will be your witness.”

Epps told the agents that he came to 
Washington to express his concerns about 
the 2020 presidential election. He said he 
received five ballots at his Queen Creek 
address: one each for him and his wife 
and three with names he didn’t recognize.

“We’ve owned the property for 11 years 
now. I’ve never heard of those three peo-
ple that came there. I didn’t recognize 
the names,” he said. “And then when the 
election went the way it did, I was a lit-
tle concerned. I mean, how many apart-
ments are there in Arizona, 3 million? 
And if they’re sending all these ballots 
to these different apartments. I mean, 
you know, that’s a concern.”

Epps said he also went to support 

Trump, although he didn’t stay at the 
Ellipse for all of Trump’s speech. He said 
he followed crowds that left the speech 
early and walked toward the Capitol.

“People started leaving early after Pres-
ident Trump started speaking. So they 
were running and it was the same people 
that was, ‘F Antifa,’ and this and that and 
the other,” he said. “I believe, just my be-
lief, they were Antifa, the ones that were 
saying that stuff. And they were like run-
ning that way and I’m like, ‘Maybe I can 
calm this down.’ So I went with them.”

Epps said it was his original intention to 
stay for all of the speeches at the Ellipse.

“I planned on being [there] and word 
was being passed around that right after 
he gets done speaking, we’re gonna go 
to the Capitol. And it was a given,” he 
said. “So spread the word, spread the 
word. So I started spreading the word, 
and I said that to a lot of people there: 
‘We’re going to the Capitol right after 
the president speaks.’”

Perhaps the scene that drew the most 
attention and speculation about Epps 
on Jan. 6, 2021, was when he appeared 
at the first breach point of police lines. 
Roughly 20 minutes before Trump fin-
ished speaking at the Ellipse, an aggres-
sive crowd gathered at a lightly defended 
barrier on a sidewalk not far from the 
Peace Monument.

As rioters began yanking at the bicy-
cle-rack barriers, Epps pulled Ryan Sam-
sel back from the front line and spoke 
in his ear. Seconds after that exchange, 
Samsel and others knocked down the 
barrier, causing one officer to fall back 
and hit her head on the concrete.

“I walked up to him, and I put my arm 
on him and said, ‘Hey, that’s not why we’re 
here. Don’t be doing that,’ you know,” he 
said. “I don’t know who he was. No clue. 
I just tried to talk him out of doing what 
he was doing. And then all of a sudden, 
it blew up.”

When interviewed by an FBI special 
agent and a detective on Jan. 30, 2021, 
Samsel corroborated Epps’s description 
of their brief verbal exchange, according 
to a transcript of the session obtained by 

The Epoch Times. Samsel faces nearly a 
dozen Jan. 6-related charges in the U.S. 
District Court in Washington.

“Now that guy I talked to,” Samsel said, 
pointing to a photograph of Epps. “He 
came up to me, and he says, ‘Dude,’ his ex-
act words were, ‘Relax,’ he says, ‘The cops 
are doing their job.’ That’s exactly what 
he says to me right there in that picture.”

Inconsistencies in Interviews
Epps’s two interviews with the FBI 
included some inconsistencies and 
changed details, according to the re-
cordings and FBI summary documents.

He told the FBI on Jan. 8, 2021, that his 
brother-in-law called him to notify him 
that his picture was on the FBI’s Jan. 6, 
2021, website. During his March 3, 2021, 
interview with FBI agents, Epps said, 
“Someone contacted me and said, ‘Hey, 
your picture’s up.’”

When asked about his brother-in-law 
later in the interview, Epps said, “He 
didn’t call me, he called my sister.”

Then, his wife interjected, “That was 
me. And I can tell you exactly because 
he sent me a text, actually.”

When asked about who was with him 
on Jan. 5 and 6, 2021, Epps said, “My son.” 
A short while later, he said, “I think he 
had a friend there. He did have a friend 
there. I don’t know his name.”

One of the agents said he recalled that 
on the Jan. 8, 2021, phone call with the 
FBI, Epps said he went sightseeing on 
Jan. 7, 2021.

“No, we did that the day before,” he told 
the agent.

A few minutes later, however, this de-
tail changed.

“Oh, you know what?” Epps said. 
“The next day we did, no, we got up 

that morning, and we went to the Viet-
nam Memorial.”

In both contacts with the FBI, he asked 
if his photo could be removed from the 
FBI’s Jan. 6, 2021, page. In the Jan. 8, 2021, 
call, the FBI operator said she had noth-
ing to do with FBI web content. In the 
March 3, 2021, interview, he was given 
a more discouraging take.

“That picture is probably still out 
there, will probably be there forever 
now,” one of the agents told him.

Epps said the notoriety of being pub-
licly listed as a person of interest had 
caused problems.

“Well, we’ve felt the repercussions. I 
mean, we’ve had people come on our 
business site and try to destroy us,” he 
said. “I’m an insurrectionist, I’m a trai-
tor. I’ve been called everything in the 
book, but it’s dying down now—I hope.”

The agents asked Epps if his views had 
changed since Jan. 6, 2021.

“I still have concerns about the elec-
tion. I do. I mean, I think everybody 
does,” he said. “I think our politicians, 
some of them need to be in jail. I think 
you guys need to investigate them. I 
don’t know. How much of what we get 
is the truth? I don’t know. Not even worth 
watching the news anymore. Because 
they just make it up as they go.”

Epps met twice with the House’s Jan. 
6 select committee, including a tran-
scribed interview in January. Committee 
members seemed satisfied with what he 
told them. No transcript of the session 
has been released.

“Mr. Epps informed us that he was not 
employed by, working with, or acting at 
the direction of any law enforcement 
agency on Jan. 5 or 6 or at any other time 
and that he has never been an informant 
for the FBI or any other law enforcement 
agency,” a spokesman said in January.

Sen. Ted Cruz (R-Texas) grilled top FBI 
officials about Epps in a January hearing, 
but received the repeated refrain, “I can’t 
answer that.” 
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Ray Epps encourages protesters 
to go into the U.S. Capitol the night 
before the breach of Jan. 6, 2021.

Ray Epps is shown at the lower left on an 
early FBI “wanted” poster. His photo has 
since been scrubbed from the FBI website.

Epps said he 
received five ballots 
at his Queen Creek 
address: one each for 
him and his wife and 
three with names he 
didn’t recognize.
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Maybe  it  was  the  death 
threat delivered by a fellow 
law-enforcement officer while 
he stood shackled in belly 
chains.

Perhaps it was being described as a “terrorist” 
by a federal judge who will preside over his trial.

It could have been being released on bail by a 
U.S. magistrate judge in Tennessee, only to be 
ordered held until trial by a U.S. district judge in 
Washington D.C.

Former sheriff’s deputy Ronald Colton McAbee, 
28, of Tennessee, has faced a difficult road since 
being indicted for alleged criminal actions at the 
U.S. Capitol on Jan. 6, 2021.

Arguably the most trying situation for McAbee 
was being denied bail for nearly a year based on 
video evidence that his attorney now says ex-
onerates him.

“What makes the government’s case weak is 
the fact that the videos actually exonerate Mr. 
McAbee of the very allegations made against him, 
and Mr. McAbee is motivated to appear for trial, 
take the stand and narrate those videos for [the] 
jury,” attorney William Shipley wrote in a May 
motion to have his client released from jail.

McAbee, a former sheriff’s deputy in Tennessee 
and Georgia with more than seven years of law 
enforcement experience as a deputy and correc-
tional officer, was charged by federal prosecutors 
with seven alleged crimes.

The charges against him included assaulting, re-
sisting, or impeding a federal officer; two counts 
of civil disorder; entering and remaining in a 
restricted building or grounds with a deadly or 
dangerous weapon; disorderly and disruptive 
conduct in a restricted building or grounds with 
a deadly or dangerous weapon; engaging in phys-
ical violence in a restricted building or grounds 
with a deadly or dangerous weapon; and com-
mitting an act of physical violence in the Capitol 
grounds or buildings.

McAbee was outside the Lower West Terrace 
tunnel during some of the worst violence on Jan. 
6, 2021. Several times he tried to render lifesaving 
aid to a dying Rosanne Boyland, 34, of Kennesaw, 
Georgia. His interactions with Metropolitan Po-
lice Department officers resulted in most of the 
charges and served as justification for a D.C. judge 
to jail him until trial.

McAbee was arrested on Aug. 17, 2021, in Tennes-
see. At a detention hearing on Aug. 26, prosecu-
tors argued that McAbee assaulted Metropolitan 
Police Department Officer Andrew Wyatt. They 
said that after Wyatt fell at the tunnel entrance, 
McAbee—who had a broken shoulder from a car 
accident nine days earlier—pulled him down the 
concrete stairs into a hostile crowd.
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Ronald McAbee 
was a deputy for 
the Williamson 
County Sheriff’s 
Office in Tennessee 
when he went to 
the U.S. Capitol on 
Jan. 6, 2021. 

Protesters clash with 
police and security 
forces at the U.S. 
Capitol in Washington 
on Jan. 6.

Video 
Exonerates  
Defendant

BY JOSEPH M. HANNEMAN

Attorney:
P R O S EC U T I O N

The prosecutor played a video for the court, 
but there was no sound, according to Sarah 
McAbee, Ronald McAbee’s wife. The lack of au-
dio would later prove to be a crucial element 
of the story.

After the detention hearing was continued on 
Sept. 8, 2021, Magistrate Judge Jeffery Frensley 
ruled against the U.S. Department of Justice and 
ordered that McAbee be released pending trial.

No Danger to Community
“I do not believe that Mr. McAbee poses a future 
danger to the community if he were to be released 
between now and the time that he resolves this 
case,” Frensley said. “And the government, despite 
my request that they provide me any evidence 
that he’s presented any sort of a danger to the 
community, have been able to point to absolutely 
nothing beyond the events around and during 
January the 6th.”

He said what he saw on the vid-
eo was open to interpretation. 
McAbee’s guilt or innocence 
couldn’t be part of the consider-
ation for bond, he said.

“We have a system that pre-
sumes innocence, and for me to 
make a decision where I become 
judge, jury, and executioner all 
in the same role without afford-
ing him the rights he’s entitled 
to under the Constitution is in-
appropriate,” Frensley said. “And 
that’s the important distinction 
between the bond decision and 
the decision on guilt that will 
follow at a trial.”

That victory for McAbee was 
short-lived. Prosecutors filed an emergency ap-
peal the same day in U.S. District Court in Wash-
ington D.C. Senior District Judge Emmet Sullivan 
stayed Frensley’s order and scheduled hearings 
on the government’s motion to keep McAbee 
behind bars until trial.

During a hearing on Sept. 22, 2021, Sullivan 
seemed to telegraph his eventual decision to hold 
McAbee without bond.

When being shown a video with McAbee wear-
ing body armor with a patch that read “Sher-
iff,” Sullivan said, “That’s pretty outrageous,” 
according to the official hearing transcript. A 
short time later, Sullivan said, “These videos are 
very disturbing.” He made several statements 
agreeing with the prosecutor’s assessment of 
the evidence.

Sullivan then suggested that McAbee is a ter-
rorist.

“So it appears clearly to this court that the 

A video used to 
charge a Jan. 
6 defendant 
exonerates 
him on police 
assault charge, 
says attorney
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defendant is pulling the officer back into the 
crowd of other terrorists,” Sullivan said, accord-
ing to the transcript.

After another hearing on Oct. 13, 2021, Sullivan 
reversed Frensely’s order and ruled that McA-
bee shouldn’t be released pending trial. Sullivan 
said he would issue a written ruling, which was 
released more than two months later on Dec. 
21, 2021.

While Frensley told prosecutors that they didn’t 
show evidence that McAbee had done anything 
to prove he was a danger during the eight months 
between Jan. 6, 2021, and his August arrest, Sulli-
van ruled that the only way to protect the com-
munity is to keep McAbee in jail.

“The court concludes that clear and convincing 
evidence supports a finding that no condition or 
combination of conditions will reasonably assure 
the safety of the community,” he wrote in his 
41-page ruling.

Sarah McAbee was stunned.
“It’s just the craziest situation, them saying he’s 

a danger to the community when he’s been a law 
enforcement officer and never has had stripes 
on his record, let alone a speeding ticket,” Sarah 
McAbee told The Epoch Times.

A break in McAbee’s case came when video in-
vestigator Gary McBride of Decatur, Texas, stud-
ied the bodycam footage shown in court, except 
with the audio track turned on. It painted a vastly 
different picture of what took place, McBride told 
The Epoch Times.

“The prosecutors did not play the audio of AW 
[Andrew Wyatt] and McAbee talking during this 
point,” McBride said in a video he made about the 
evidence. “McAbee is trying to save AW. Prosecu-
tors didn’t play that in court.”

McBride said his analysis shows that McAbee 
didn’t pull the officer down the stairs, but was 
swept backward and lost his balance due to two 
protesters pulling on the officer’s legs. McAbee 
was standing over Wyatt at the time. As a result, 
McAbee fell on top of Wyatt and was over him 
for about 25 seconds.

While McAbee was on top of Wyatt, bystanders 
called him a traitor, ostensibly for helping the 
officer. When someone in the crowd tried to grab 
Wyatt, McAbee shouted, “No!” and “Quit!”

“At that point, my husband just saw an officer 
down and an officer needing help, because the 
first thing he says, when he pops in around the 
tunnel before he gets around the rail is, ‘Hey, 
you guys have a man down,’” Sarah McAbee said. 
“They literally did nothing to help that guy. So 
he’s the one who jumped into action.”

She said she was relieved when she learned the 
audio track from the evidence videos backs up 
what her husband told her that day.

“It makes 
me proud 
to be his 
wife to 
know that 
he, at the 
expense 
of himself, 
tried to 
save some-
body else.”  
Sarah McAbee,  
wife of Ronald McAbee

one for the McAbees. Ronald McAbee was in a 
serious automobile accident on Dec. 27, 2020, 
and suffered a broken shoulder. His decision to 
attend President Donald Trump’s speech wasn’t 
necessarily a popular one in the McAbee home.

He asked a friend to order him a pair of mo-
torcycle gloves that have carbon-fiber reinforce-
ments in the knuckles and fingers. The gloves 
are designed to protect the hands from flying 
debris while riding or from injury in the event 
of a crash. Prosecutors classified the gloves as a 
“deadly weapon” in the charges against McAbee.

According to McAbee’s filings in the case, he 
wanted to have the gloves because there had been 
attacks on Trump supporters by Antifa at other 
events in Washington. There’s no evidence he 
used the gloves in any attack or offensive manner, 
his attorney said.

The ordeal has been a trying one for Sarah McA-
bee. She married her high school sweetheart in 
2016 and had recently moved back to Tennessee 
from Georgia to be closer to family. Then came 
Jan. 6, 2021.

When her husband was initially arrested and 
jailed, she drove five hours to a detention center 
in Kentucky to see him. She said she spoke to 
someone at the jail the night before to make sure 
it was OK to visit. After a more than five-hour 
drive, she showed up, only to be told McAbee had 
just left on a bus for another facility.

Ronald McAbee was flown from Lexington to 
Atlanta and then to Oklahoma. While waiting to 
board the flight in Atlanta, a law enforcement 
officer guarding him asked about his charges 
for allegedly assaulting a police officer, Sarah 
McAbee said.

“He’s trying to explain it to him. [The officer] 
looked at him and said, ‘You touch one of my of-
ficers, you’re dead,’” she said. “My husband is like, 
‘You can’t threaten me like that. ... I’m bound by 
waist chains. What do you think I’m going to do?’”

Ronald McAbee was eventually transferred 
to the District of Columbia’s Central Detention 
Facility, dubbed by Jan. 6 defendants as the 
“DC Gulag.”

New Efforts to Secure Freedom
The motion seeking reconsideration of Ronald 
McAbee’s pretrial detention is pointed in its crit-
icisms of Sullivan and accuses prosecutors of 
“misrepresentation of the video evidence.”

“There is no evidence—it did not happen as 
admitted by the government—that Mr. McAbee 
assaulted Officer AW while Officer AW was in that 
vulnerable position,” Shipley wrote.

Shipley noted that McAbee was thanked by Met-
ropolitan Police Department Officer Steven Saju-
mon for helping Wyatt get back to the police line.

Ronald McAbee 
renders aid to a 
pulseless Rosanne 
Boyland outside the 
Lower West Terrace 
tunnel at the U.S. 
Capitol on Jan. 6, 
2021. “He just was 
in life-saving mode,” 
Sarah McAbee said of 
her husband. 

Story Is Consistent
“My husband’s story has not changed from Janu-
ary 6. There’s actually a picture of him that they 
have on the FBI website of him on the phone,” she 
said. “I know that’s a phone call with me about 
everything that just went down.

“His story has not changed from that day to 
today. He’s just not a liar. That’s just not who he is 
and even the little details have always remained 
the same.”

McBride and Sarah McAbee said the audio track 
should have been disclosed to the defense as ex-
culpatory evidence.

“If you listen to the audio, he says, ‘Hey, I’m one 
of you. Let me know when you’re ready to get up. 
I’m going to help you up.’ And they get up togeth-
er,” Sarah McAbee said. “That’s not him assaulting 
anybody. It’s the same videos, they just wouldn’t 
play the audio in court, because the audio is so 
detrimental to their case.”

According to the transcript developed by McA-
bee’s legal team, after someone in the crowd 
shouted, “[Expletive] traitor!” McAbee asked Of-
ficer Wyatt, “You ready?” and then said, “I’m one 
of you. I’m one of you.”

Wyatt replied, “Let go of me, man!”
McAbee then told him, “I’m helping you.”
Wyatt replied, “I know. I know. Help me up.”
William Miller, public information officer for 

the U.S. Attorney’s Office for the District of Co-
lumbia, declined to comment.

“We typically do not comment on cases beyond 
our public filings and statements to the Court 
and have no comment,” Miller said in an emailed 
statement to The Epoch Times.

A Difficult Journey
The road since Jan. 6, 2021, has been a rough 

“That exchange is captured on the audio of the 
video submitted with this motion,” Shipley wrote.

McAbee’s previous attorney in Tennessee, Isa-
iah Gant, said the officer told McAbee: “Hey, man, 
thank you. We appreciate you.”

Makhetha Watson, a spokeswoman with the 
Metropolitan Police Department Office of Com-
munications, declined to comment on McAbee’s 
assertions.

Sullivan made repeated statements that he ac-
cepted prosecution evidence and believed McA-
bee to be guilty, Shipley wrote.

Sullivan said McAbee allowed his personal be-
liefs “to override his sworn duty to uphold the 
rule of law as a law enforcement officer and even 
[fought] against officers with whom one would 
expect he held a mutual respect or kinship,” the 
motion states.

“That is another pronouncement of Mr. McA-
bee’s factual guilt by this court,” Shipley wrote.

Sullivan has yet to rule on the motion.
Sarah McAbee said she’s left with many ques-

tions after a nearly year-long ordeal. How did 
her husband survive a potentially deadly vehicle 
crash, only to end up in jail from a protest?

“You just have to believe this is bigger than 
any of us could ever fathom,” she said. “And that 
hopefully, because he does have such a unique 
perspective of being in law enforcement and be-
ing inside the jail and now he’s on the other side 
of the wall, maybe reform will come from this if 
enough good men stand.”

Sarah McAbee said she’s especially proud of her 
husband for the aid he rendered to Boyland. Video 
shows him assisting another bystander as they 
gave CPR to Boyland after she was pulled away 
from the police line where she was beaten. He 
helped carry her in front of the police line, then 
tried starting CPR on her again.

“I would expect nothing less of him. It makes 
me proud to be his wife to know that he, at the 
expense of himself, tried to save somebody else,” 
she said. “You know, he just runs into action. ... 
He just was in life-saving mode.” 

Jan. 6 detainee 
Ronald McAbee 

with his wife, Sarah. 
McAbee is seeking 

release from jail in a 
new court motion. 
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‘SUSPICIOUS 
ACTORS’

UNINDICTED 

Videos show unindicted 
‘suspicious actors’ attacking 

Capitol on Jan. 6

Protesters supporting 
President Donald Trump 

gather near the east front 
door of the U.S. Capitol in 

Washington on Jan. 6, 2021.  
PHOTO BY WIN MCNAMEE/GETTY IMAGES

By Joseph M. Hanneman

C A P I T O L  R I O T
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the Naval Criminal Investigative Service (NCIS).
Powell provided the address to his website 

where agents could view his Jan. 6, 2021, video 
footage, and offered to come in for an interview. 
Even after nearly a half-dozen follow-ups with 
the FBI and other agencies, there has been no 
reply from any law enforcement officer.

He also thought photos of the men would even-
tually appear among the 1,558 individuals on 
the FBI’s Jan. 6, 2021, most-wanted page. That 
never happened, nor have they been arrested 
or charged.

“These are two men that are pulling windows 
out of the Capitol and pushing people inside 
the doors,” Powell told The Epoch Times. “Okay, 
so why isn’t the FBI interested? That is the key 
question.”

“The FBI has no comment on the ongoing Jan. 
6 investigation,” the agency’s national press of-
fice wrote in an email in response to an inquiry 
by The Epoch Times about the video footage and 
Powell’s claims.

Meanwhile, Powell posted a video link to the 
Twitter page of the U.S. Capitol Police with the 
question, “Who are these men?”

About five minutes later, his Twitter account 
was permanently suspended. Twitter didn’t re-
spond to a request for comment about the action.

Google, meanwhile, demonetized his YouTube 
page and Facebook took down his live streams 
and drastically cut the reach of his videos. Powell 
had been broadcasting on the internet since 2008.

Based on what he says he witnessed on Jan. 
6, 2021, the grizzled radio veteran and honor-
ably discharged Marine believes the men in 
the video footage are FBI or other government 
agents who were assigned to draw then-Presi-

dent Donald Trump supporters into the Capitol 
building so they could be arrested.

If proven true, Powell’s allegation would be the 
latest explosive evidence suggesting that federal 
agencies played a role in the Capitol riots.

“I’ve been giving speeches in New York, North Car-
olina, Florida, for the January 6 defendants,” Powell 
said. “And you know, I flat out come out and say it:

“The FBI led the insurrection of the Capitol.
“I have proof, and, you know, the FBI didn’t want 

to hear anything about it.”
Defense attorney Brad Geyer sees great value 

in Powell’s video footage and its potential excul-
patory role for defendants charged with myriad 
crimes for being at the Capitol on Jan. 6, 2021.

“Bobby Powell presents important visual ev-
idence suggesting facts and context that fall 
outside the accepted narrative,” Geyer told The 
Epoch Times, “a narrative upon which seemingly 
every Washington D.C. constituency seems unan-
imous: it was 100 percent the fault of the person 
attending a rally who engaged in a criminal act 
by entering the Capitol.”

Geyer, who represents Oath Keepers defendant 
Ken Harrelson, filed a motion on May 6 to compel 
prosecutors to help him identify 80 “suspicious 
actors” and “material witnesses.” Most of those on 
Geyer’s list were located at or near the Columbus 
Doors on the east side of the Capitol.

Geyer’s motion documents criminal behavior by 
some of the suspicious actors, such as removing se-
curity fencing and signage, breaching police lines, 
attacking officers, and inciting crowds to storm into 
the Capitol. Powell’s video footage is more evidence 
that adds weight to the argument, he said.

“Let’s forget about the rally being overrun 
by people who look like inauthentic rally 

A suspicious actor 
vandalizes a Capitol 
window on Jan. 6, 
2021. He hasn’t 
been placed on the 
FBI wanted list, nor 
arrested or charged. 

(Left) A suspicious actor is heard suggesting that others open up the rest of the window.  
(Right) A suspicious actor, who had just pulled a pane of glass out of a window, shoves Gavin Crowl of 
Lincoln, Neb., and accuses him of the vandalism. 
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B
obby powell thought someone 
would be interested in his video evi-
dence showing two “suspicious actors” 
taking part in events on the east side 
of the U.S. Capitol on Jan. 6, 2021.

He was in for the surprise of his life.
The semiretired Michigan radio jour-

nalist and podcaster has spent the past 16 months 
trying to get politicians, media personalities, 
pundits, and the FBI to view his video footage 
and identify the two “suspicious actors.”

He wants to see those men charged with 
the destruction of government property and 
assault.

Almost no one, it seems, wants to listen.
Powell has learned that his video footage isn’t 

welcome in many places; some people view it 
as a threat. In Michigan, he said a politician 

friend suggested he take a six-figure bribe to 
keep quiet. When he flatly refused, he says his 
life was threatened.

The 29 minutes of high-definition video foot-
age has turned Powell’s life upside down.

In Search of an Audience
As the smoke at the Capitol cleared from the 
Jan. 6, 2021, unrest, Powell began his long quest 
to find an audience for his video evidence. He 
was in Washington that day as a credentialed re-
porter representing his news podcast The Truth 
Is Viral and radio station WCHY in Cheboygan, 
Michigan..

After he called the FBI on Jan. 15, 2021, an agent 
from the bureau’s Joint Terrorism Task Force 
(JTTF) called him back and took his information. 
He also contacted the U.S. Secret Service and 
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attendees at best who also seem to be ghosts as far 
as investigative agencies are concerned,” Geyer said.

A Day That Changed Everything
Powell was supposed to retire after his assignment 
on Jan. 6, 2021. He went to Washington to cover 
then-President Trump’s rally and ended up at the 
Capitol, documenting the unrest and rioting.

He was on the terrace on the east side of the Capi-
tol, when a 20-year-old California man ran into his 
field of view. Dressed mostly in black, Hunter Allen 
Ehmke jumped up on a window sill and started 
kicking in the glass in the multi-pane window.

After smashing several of the lower panes, 
Ehmke punched the upper glass. Police officers 
who sprinted into view knocked Ehmke off his 
perch and swarmed over him on the ground. As 
Ehmke was placed into handcuffs, a hostile crowd 
started to gather.

The eight police officers involved in Ehmke’s 
capture left as quickly as they had arrived. Powell 
was surprised to find himself guarding the bro-
ken window. The scene didn’t sit well with some 
of the bystanders.

“Does this make any [expletive] sense to y’all? 
a man with a red beard asked bystanders. “I’m 
like, this is a [expletive] trap,” the man added in 
reference to the window.

A man off-camera said, “That is definitely a trap.”
As he picked up glass shards that littered the 

window sill, Powell heard a voice from behind.
“Why don’t you guys open up the rest of it?”
Powell replied, “Because I think that would 

probably be illegal.”
The stranger’s dress and demeanor stood out 

among the protesters passing by the window; he 
was wearing a black ball cap with an American 
flag patch. His face was covered with a black-and-
gray striped neck gaiter. He walked onto the east 
terrace carrying a large white stick. It isn’t clear 
what became of the stick.

He had a radio attached to a strap on the 

left-center of his chest. On his left chest was a bite 
valve attached to a hydration pack on his back.

As he pondered what the man was up to, Powell 
finished toying with the splintered glass.

“I’m just picking up garbage,” he told the man.
To Powell, the man was out of place.
“I knew he was an operator of some kind right 

away,” he said. “He was no protester. He was there 
on a mission.”

Powell took a few steps to his left and turned 
around with his camera rolling, just in time to 
see the man pull out one of the lower glass panes 
and drop it on the ground. After the glass came 
loose, it appeared the man realized he was being 
filmed. He unceremoniously dropped the glass 
and stepped away, the video shows.

Gavin Crowl ran into the scene and shoved the 
man in black away from the window. Powell gave 
Crowl a stern warning to stay away from the win-
dow: “Do not go in there!”

As Crowl attempted to walk away, the man in 
black pursued him and gave him a shove that 
almost knocked him off his feet. It can’t be heard 
on the video footage, but Crowl later said the man 
shouted at him: “Why are you breaking that win-
dow? Who do you think you are? Get out of here!”

Crowl seemed incredulous at being accused of 
what the man in black had just done. The man 
shoved Crowl again, then made a fist as if to strike 
him. Crowl put up his hands in surrender and 
walked away.

“Obviously, the guy in black was trying to cover 
his own [expletive] because he had seen my press 

helmet and the fact that I was pointing the cam-
era right at him,” Powell said.

“So he didn’t know how long I had been record-
ing,” Powell said. “He was just trying to cover his 
own butt. And then the guy leaves. He just leaves. 
Never to be seen again.

“I’ve watched surveillance footage; he just melts 
off into the crowd and I can’t see him anymore.”

2nd Suspicious Actor  
Acted as Doorman
Powell moved over to the nearby Columbus Doors, 
where a large, rambunctious crowd was trying to 
get into the Capitol Rotunda. He saw about a dozen 
men come running out or being shoved out of the 
entrance by police.

Some of the men had been maced. Clouds of tear 
gas streamed out of the entry.

As Powell moved to the front line, a man who 
was holding the doors open used his right arm to 
shove Powell toward the entrance.

“Hold the line!” the man shouted. Someone else 
screamed, “Hold the line!”

Like the first suspicious actor, this man had a 
calm demeanor and a military efficiency about 
him, according to Powell. He wore a green fleece 
zip-up jacket, a brown checkered neck gaiter, a 
camo-pattern cap, and dark sunglasses. His gloves 
had bright lime-green tape on them. To Powell, he 
looked out of place.

Powell apparently didn’t notice, but the first 
suspicious actor who broke the glass was directly 
in front of him, crouched down behind another 
man. To his right was Matthew Perna of Sharon, 
Pennsylvania, who—after becoming distraught 
over being threatened with years in prison for 
being at the Capitol on Jan. 6, 2021—committed 
suicide nearly 14 months later.

An Uphill Battle
Powell estimates he has spent more than 
$20,000 over 16 months trying to get his story 
out. He spoke to producers of some of the biggest 
names in broadcast news, including one who told 
him flat-out they weren’t interested in a story 
about alleged government agents attacking the 
Capitol.

Powell has a podcast and publishes news on 
Substack, but the loss of revenue from YouTube 
struck a heavy blow. Days after he appeared 
on a Newsmax program, PayPal shut down his 
donation account. Since then, he has turned to 
GiveSendGo to help support his efforts.

“I called PayPal and spoke to a supervisor who 
told me they could find no policy I had violated, 
just that my account was marked, ‘Do Not Rein-
state,’” he said.

Due to the loss of income, Powell sold his home 
to avoid foreclosure.

“So they’ve taken away all my sources of in-
come except for my Social Security disability,” 
he said. “So I had to sell my house.”

He feels the weight and stress of Jan. 6, 2021.
“I was going to pack in my microphone and go 

fishing. Boy, here it is 16 months later, and I am 
still going,” Powell said. “I’ve had four heart at-
tacks in 16 months, the last one [nearly] killed 
me. If I hadn’t been in the ER when it happened, 
it would have.”

In early May, Powell hand-delivered a memory 
stick with his videos to Trump attorney Peter Tick-
tin. The attorney had put out a statement asking 
the public to submit Jan. 6, 2021, video footage.

“I’m going to see—I guess the entire country 
is going to see—how well they will be able to 
ignore it, now that I’ve given a video to [former] 
President Trump.” 

Two masked men 
who were filmed by 
Bobby Powell at the 
U.S. Capitol on Jan. 6, 
2021. Neither has been 
arrested or charged. 

Peter Ticktin (L),  
an attorney for 
former President 
Donald J. Trump, 
accepts a thumb 
drive with video 
from journalist 
Bobby Powell in 
early May 2022. 

For Powell, Twitter permanently suspended his 
account, Google demonetized his YouTube page, 
Facebook took down his livestreams, and PayPal 
shut down his account. Due to the loss of income, 
Powell was forced to sell his home.

“These are 
two men that 
are pulling 
windows out of 
the Capitol and 
pushing people 
inside the doors. 

... Why isn’t the 
FBI interested? ” 
 
Bobby Powell,  
radio journalist  
and podcaster
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attack the Capitol on Jan. 6, 2021.
The video footage is at least the second example 

showing the Oath Keepers coming to the aid of 
Capitol Police inside the building that day.

Would a group of men seditiously plotting an 
attack on the Capitol, allegedly to prevent certi-
fication of Electoral College votes, rush into the 
building to extract police trapped inside—all 
while being followed by a filmmaker?

‘More Holes Than Swiss Cheese’
“The prosecutors’ narrative has more holes than 
Swiss cheese, but it [the video footage] does di-
rectly refute their claim,” said Jonathon Moseley, 
who previously represented Florida Oath Keepers 
leader Kelly Meggs.

Special Report January 6
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Video of Oath Keepers rescuing 16 police 
officers deflates Jan. 6 sedition narrative, 

attorneys say

By Joseph M. Hanneman

CA P I T O L AS S IS T 

Prosecutors “just keep ignoring the self-contra-
dictions in their stories.”

The video footage was shot by part-time film-
maker Rico La Starza. One of several versions of the 
video footage posted online includes an introduc-
tion by La Starza. He said the video footage shows 
“me helping a group of Oath Keepers help Capitol 
Police get out. They looked scared and tired.”

Attorney Brad Geyer said the footage should 
open a lot of eyes about the Oath Keepers.

“America would probably find it surprising, 
based on how the Oath Keepers had been framed 
in these now seven superseding indictments,” 
said Geyer, who represents Oath Keeper Kenneth 
Harrelson. “But as far as reality is concerned, this 
is just another day at doing security details.”

“We have no 
history of violence 
and no intention  
of violence.”
 
Roberto Minuta,  
member, Oath Keepers

Oath Keepers 
escort U.S. Capitol 
Police down the 
Capitol steps 
through the crowd 
to safety, on Jan. 6.

V I D E O  S U G G E S T S

OATH KEEPERS  
HELPED RESCUE 

16 POLICE OFFICERS

V
ideo footage widely circulated in 
2021 that shows a Capitol Police lieutenant 
asking members of the Oath Keepers for 
rescue help at the U.S. Capitol blows a 
hole in the seditious conspiracy charges 
brought against the group by federal pros-

ecutors, two defense attorneys say.
In the footage, Lt. Tarik Khalid Johnson asks a 

group of men to help him get more than a dozen 
trapped Capitol Police officers out of the Capitol 
and through a tightly packed crowd of protesters 
on the building’s east steps.

It was widely reported in January 2021 that John-
son wore a red Make America Great Again cap on 
Jan. 6 as a ruse to “trick” supporters of President 
Donald Trump into helping him rescue fellow 
officers from the Capitol. He was later suspended 
for wearing the MAGA cap. Johnson is a registered 
Democrat, according to online records.

The men who answered the call to help were 
members of the Oath Keepers, a nationwide group 
of current and former military, law enforcement, 
and first responders who have been targeted by 
federal prosecutors for allegedly conspiring to 
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In the middle of the afternoon on Jan. 6, 2021, 
Johnson appears on a terrace area near the bot-
tom of the east stairs at the U.S. Capitol. He ap-
proaches a group of Oath Keepers for help.

“If you guys can help me save some of the 
guys,” Johnson says to two Oath Keepers. “If you 
can help me get aside these people, I’d appreci-
ate it. I just need to get these other officers out. 
They’re scared.

“We’re getting beat up, but the people who 
didn’t go for help are laughing at us.”

“I can do that. I can help,” says an Oath Keeper 
named Michael. Turning around to face Johnson, 
Michael appears to flash a badge and again says, 
“I can help.”

Johnson hands Michael a megaphone and they go 
to the east stairs leading up to the Columbus Doors.

‘We’re Here. We’ve Got You’
“Just let me hold onto you,” Johnson says as they 
ascend the steps.

“We’re here. We’ve got you,” Michael says.
The two Oath Keepers shield Johnson and walk 

in a “stack formation” up the steps on the east side 
of the Capitol. Johnson radios ahead to say some 
of the demonstrators were walking him through 
the crowd toward the entrance.

Some people in the crowd express support for 
the trio. “I’m with you, brother,” one says. “Thank 
you, sir!” says another.

“We’re Oath Keepers,” the second Oath Keeper 
says. He hasn’t been identified.

“Stand aside, make a hole. We’re Oath Keepers, 
stand aside!” he says as the group reaches the his-
toric Columbus Doors.

Two other groups of Oath Keepers that used 
the same stack formation to navigate the dense 

crowds and enter the Capitol were accused by 
prosecutors of using this military tactic as part 
of their alleged plan to attack the building and 
stop the certification of Electoral College votes.

“Watch out, man. They’re trying to get the cops 
out,” a nearby protester says.

They work their way through a tightly packed 
crowd of protesters inside the Columbus Doors 
and through the interior double doors.

A short time later, Michael appears at the doors 
with a megaphone. He advises the crowd—along 
with some agitators near the doors—to back up 
and let them through.

“We don’t do this [expletive]. We don’t do this 
[expletive]! he said over the megaphone. “Back 
up and make a hole!”

“[Expletive] you!” one agitator shouts.
“Back up and make a [expletive] hole!” the Oath 

Keeper retorts.
Michael stretches his arms out and blocks the 

crowd, pushing backward.
As Capitol Police start to exit the Columbus 

Doors, they receive pats on the back, hugs, and 
comments such as, “Thank you, sir!” and “Good 
job!”

Special Report January 6 Special Report January 6

‘Anti-Government Militia Group’?
In all, 16 Capitol Police officers were brought out 
of the Capitol by the Oath Keepers. All but one of 
the officers were wearing heavy riot gear.

The Wall Street Journal posted the rescue video 
with a story about Johnson on Jan. 15, 2021. The 
Journal referred to the Oath Keepers as an “an-
ti-government militia group,” a term the group 
flatly rejects.

“We were there as a force of good,” Oath Keeper 
Roberto Minuta, who was also part of the rescue 
operation, told The Epoch Times. “I was with the 
Oath Keepers, and we’ve always done positive 
work, disaster relief, protecting businesses, aiding 
people that need help.”

“We have no history of violence and no inten-
tion of violence,” said Minuta, one of nine Oath 
Keepers charged with seditious conspiracy after 
Jan. 6, 2021. “We are strictly there to protect the 
First Amendment because we can’t have one side 
that’s permitted to have free speech and the other 
that’s not. That’s not America. That’s not what this 
country was founded on, and when that’s gone, 
my children’s future looks grim.”

Oath Keepers founder Elmer Stewart Rhodes III 

told The Epoch Times his group is hated because 
it reminds those who took an oath of their duty 
to disobey unlawful orders.

“And so, out of the gate, the left just hated us 
because of that,” Rhodes said. “Of course, the big 
smear is that we’re somehow anti-government, 
even though we’re defending the Constitution. 
We’re all about defending the Constitution, which 
established the federal government.”

Geyer said the rescue of the Capitol Police officers 
was no surprise to him.

“The Oath Keepers have been working as a volun-
teer auxiliary police force around the country now 
for well over a decade,” he said. “It’s what one might 
expect that the police would seek Oath Keepers’ 
assistance if there’s a crowd-control issue or an 
issue related to police movements, or if the police 
needed assistance for whatever reason.

“They were there to support law enforcement. 
And so when their assistance is requested by law 
enforcement, just like every other time, they’re 
happy to respond. It’s what they view their role 
to be.”

In another Jan. 6, 2021, incident, a group of Oath 
Keepers reported that they had intervened in a 
potential conflict between an angry crowd of pro-
testers and Capitol Police officer Harry Dunn.

Rhodes said Dunn “was armed with an M4/AR-15 
and was very agitated, scared-looking, and was sur-
rounded by a bunch of yelling Trump supporters. 
The Oath Keepers jumped in between and dialed 
it all back, calmed him down, calmed the Trump 
supporters down, and escorted that black police of-
ficer to other Capitol police officers and hooked him 
up with his buddies. So that he wasn’t by himself.”

Rhodes said he mentioned the race of the offi-
cer because his group is often falsely maligned 
as racist and composed of white supremacists. 

Capitol Police Lt. 
Tarik Johnson and 
two members of the 
Oath Keepers enter 
the U.S. Capitol on 
Jan. 6, 2021, to 
rescue 17 trapped 
police officers.

“America would 
probably find it 
surprising, based 
on how the Oath 
Keepers had been 
framed in these now 
seven superseding 
indictments.”
Brad Geyer, attorney

Capitol Police Lt. Tarik 
Khalid Johnson asks for 
help from two members 
of the Oath Keepers to 
rescue his colleagues 
trapped in the U.S. 
Capitol on Jan. 6, 2021.
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Jan. 6 suicide victim was told 
he ‘would not receive a fair trial in this town’

J U S T I C E D E PA R T M E N T

By Joseph M. Hanneman

T
he 14-month ordeal 
of battling charges over 
his time at the U.S. Capitol 
on Jan. 6, 2021, had put so 
much stress on Matthew 
L. Perna that he began 

vomiting blood.
When the U.S. Department of Justice 

(DOJ) asked to delay his sentencing and 
announced that it would seek more pris-
on time, it was a bridge too far. Perna 
took his own life on Feb. 25 in Sharon, 
Pennsylvania. He was 37.

“Worry, anxiety, stress had worn him 
down,” Geri Perna, his aunt, said at a 
Capitol Hill news conference on March 
17. “He suffered constant nightmares 
and began throwing up blood. He was 
no longer comfortable leaving his home.

“One setback after another took its toll 
on him. And he just wanted it to be over. 
His attorney encouraged him to plead 
guilty by telling him that he would not 
receive a fair trial in this town.”

Geri Perna stood in driving rain near 

the steps of the Capitol, alongside three 
members of Congress, to decry the treat-
ment of Jan. 6, 2021, Capitol breach de-
fendants by the DOJ, much of society, 
and influencers on social media.

‘A Feeling of Shame’
Collectively, they sounded the alarm 
that U.S. society is at a precipice, close 
to losing the freedoms that have been 
taken for granted for so long.

“Matt walked through an open door 
into this Capitol building, a monument 
that has been called the People’s House,” 
Geri Perna said. “Standing here in front 
of this building does not give me a sense 
of pride, but instead [brings] a feeling 
of shame.”

Matthew Perna had pleaded guilty to 
one felony count of obstruction of an 
official proceeding, the congressional 
certification of the presidential election 
results. He also pleaded guilty to three 
misdemeanor charges.

He spent about 20 minutes inside 

Matthew L. Perna, 37, took 
his own life Feb. 25 as his 
Jan. 6-related sentencing 

date approached. 

TRIALS IN DC   
JANUARY 6
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Geri Perna (L), accompanied by Rep. 
Marjorie Taylor Greene (R-Ga.) (2nd L), 
speaks about her nephew Matthew Perna’s 
suicide, at a news conference outside of the 
U.S. Capitol in Washington on March 17.  
PHOTO BY CHIP SOMODEVILLA/GETTY IMAGES



Protesters rally 
against the result 
of the 2020 
presidential 
election outside 
the U.S. Capitol 
in Washington on 
Jan. 6.

Geri Perna (L) 
speaks outside 

the U.S. Capitol in 
Washington on March 

17. Perna’s nephew 
took his own life two 

months before he was 
to be sentenced for 

alleged Jan. 6-related 
offenses.

the Capitol on Jan. 6. After his sentencing was 
initially scheduled for March 3, prosecutors 
announced that they were seeking to add pen-
alty enhancers that would have meant 41 to 51 
months in prison.

“Although Matthew Perna may have taken 
his last breath on Feb. 25, his death began in 
January 2021 after he was arrested and a night-
mare like no other began,” Geri Perna said. “It 
affected everyone in our family, but we stood 
by his side proudly.”

Rep. Louie Gohmert (R-Texas) ripped the DOJ 
for the sentencing delay.

“The Department of Justice wasn’t sure they 
had beat up on this guy enough,” Gohmert said.

He lauded Matthew Perna for a life of service, in-
cluding a mission trip to hurricane-ravaged Haiti.

“This is not an insurrectionist that does these 
kinds of things. He didn’t break, touch, or steal 
anything,” Gohmert said. “He didn’t harm any-
one. And yet the Biden Department of Justice 
sought to throw the book at him for what really 
was a mistake, that now ... led to the end of his 
life, a life he used to serve others.”

Gohmert asked where today’s DOJ prosecutors 
were in June 2016, when Democrats staged a 
sit-in on the House floor and prevented regular 
business from being conducted for more than 
12 hours.

“If the Biden administration cared so deeply 
about sending a message that you should never 
obstruct an official session of Congress, they had 
much that they could have gone after the Demo-
crats who sat on the floor,” Gohmert said. “I knew 
at the time they were violating many House rules. 
I didn’t realize at the time they were committing 
federal felonies.

“How long did they sit in jail? How long were 
they in pretrial confinement? Did they have a 

DOJ prosecutor that said, ‘Wait a minute, I want 
to make sure every one of these Democrats gets 
41 months in prison,’ like he felt the gentleman 
named Matt Perna should have? No. No, they 
didn’t do any of that.”

He accused the DOJ of trying to exact political 
revenge.

“This is a very dangerous policy that this De-
partment of Justice, this administration is pur-
suing in pursuing vengefulness,” Gohmert said. 
“Republics don’t last much longer when they get 
like this. They need to be careful that they’re not 
leading us into a dark chapter of our country.”

The DOJ has refused to comment on the Perna 
case, although it did dismiss the charges after 
his death.

Rep. Marjorie Taylor Greene (R-Ga.) criticized 
the DOJ for not living up to legal obligations to 
turn over potentially exculpatory evidence to 
defense attorneys.

“At this time, the Department of Justice is 
still withholding hundreds of thousands of FBI 
records from defense attorneys,” Greene said. 
“They’re not allowing them to have the records to 
prepare their cases. Trials are starting and defen-
dants still don’t have all of their discovery. They 
deserve this to be able to defend themselves.”

‘2-Tiered Justice System’
Greene opened her remarks by blasting federal 
judges in the District of Columbia Circuit for hold-
ing so many Jan. 6, 2021, Capitol breach pretrial 
defendants in jail without bond.

“I’d like to start by saying shame on every sin-
gle judge that is using their courtroom to perse-
cute pretrial Jan. 6 defendants,” she said. “This 
should never happen in our country. We have a 
two-tiered justice system in America today. And 
it’s wrong.”

Greene also shamed her congressional col-
leagues for not speaking out more about the issue.

“There are very few Republicans, very few mem-
bers of Congress that are willing to speak out and 
stand up for these people’s due process rights,” 
she said. “Do they even believe in America and 
a fair justice system? Shame on them! Shame 
on everyone that will not speak out against this 
outrage. It’s enough.”

Rep. Andy Biggs (R-Ariz.), a member of the 
House Judiciary Committee, said the Department 
of Justice “really wanted to make an example of 
Matthew Perna.”

‘Some of Them Have Been Tortured’
Biggs said many of the Jan. 6, 2021, Capitol 
breach defendants who have been jailed for 14 
months have experienced extended periods 

in solitary confinement.
“Solitary confinement for more than two weeks 

in international law is considered torture,” he 
said. “These individuals, some of them have been 
tortured. That’s what’s going on here.”

Biggs called out judges, “particularly the 
judges who’ve been biased because of politi-
cal reasoning.”

“Just stop it. This is America. You have to grant 
due process,” Biggs said. “The persecution that 
Matt Perna underwent by the mob on social me-
dia is too great for him to bear. We must correct 
it. We are a self-governing people. We can fix this, 
and we must fix this. This should never, ever be 
a situation again.”

Geri Perna said the mistreatment that her 
nephew experienced will lead to more victims 
if something doesn’t change.

“I agreed to come to this press conference today 
because I do not want Matthew Perna’s name 
forgotten,” she said. “There are hundreds of other 
people just like him, standing in his shoes. I do 
not know how much more they can take.

“Still I promise you that if something is not 
done to stop this evil torture that is being inflict-
ed upon these people who have not even been 

“[The DOJ is] 
not allowing 
them to have 

the records 
to prepare 
their cases. 

Trials are 
starting and 

defendants 
still don't 

have all 
of their 

discovery.”
Rep. Marjorie Taylor 

Greene

convicted of a crime, more are going to make the 
choice that Matthew Perna made.”

Geri Perna said the silence from most of Con-
gress is revealing.

“Their silence speaks volumes. Shame on every-
one who has a voice and could have intervened,” 
she said. “Maybe this tragedy would never have 
occurred. We are disappointed and angry. And we 
are seeking justice for Matthew Perna.

“I stand here today only because my nephew is 
dead. No one cared about Matthew Perna’s suf-
ferings at the hands of this Justice Department 
when he was alive. And now it is too late to help 
him. But anyone who knew Matt would say that 
he would want others to receive the help that he 
himself was denied.”

Despite the hate mail directed at Matthew 
Perna’s father and other family members, Geri 
Perna said the family believes that her nephew 
is in heaven.

“He’s finally free. But the people responsible for 
this tragedy, they will stand before God someday 
for the part they played,” she said. “But there is 
an evil surrounding these same people, and I do 
not think that they are hoping to enter the gates 
of Heaven anyway.” 
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QUESTIONS RAISED

 ‘SUSPICIOUS 
ACTORS’ 80 ‘suspicious 

actors’ and 
‘material 

witnesses’ under 
scrutiny by 

Jan. 6 defense 
attorneys

Attorney Brad Geyer 
is seeking information 
on unidentified 
“suspicious actors” 
at the U.S. Capitol on 
Jan. 6, 2021.
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through body masking, facial masking, clothing 
changes, and disorienting skirmishing behavior,” 
Geyer wrote.

The suspected people used earpieces, satellite 
phones, and other communication equipment.

“Often it appears that these communications 
devices do not seem to be affected by capacity 
restriction or sophisticated jamming that was 
evident throughout the day,” Geyer wrote in 
the motion.

“If it can be established that these SAs [suspi-
cious actors] were government agents, this could 
amount to entrapment defense that will dispose of 
this 7th indictment prior to trial,” the motion says.

“If it can be established that SAs, even without 
established government agency, from the west or 
elsewhere, were let into the Capitol and/or were 
assisted in opening the Columbus Doors from 
the inside—a reasonable inference from video 

evidence—a reasonable jury might conclude that 
one or more SAs had government sponsorship.”

Eleven members of the Oath Keepers were 
charged on Jan. 12 with seditious conspiracy, ob-
struction of a government proceeding, and other 
counts. According to the government, the crimes 
were allegedly committed to prevent the certi-
fication of Electoral College votes for the 2020 
presidential election.

Two Oath Keeper defendants of the original 11 
accepted deals offered by prosecutors and plead-
ed guilty to seditious conspiracy and obstruc-
tion. Another Oath Keeper from North Carolina 
was charged on May 4 with the same counts and 
pleaded guilty on May 5. All three are expected 
to assist the FBI with its continuing Jan. 6, 2021, 
investigations.

Geyer suggested the Oath Keepers who entered 
the Capitol Rotunda through the famous 

D
efense attorneys are seeking to 
identify and investigate 80 “suspicious 
actors” and material witnesses, some of 
whom allegedly ran an entrapment op-
eration against the Oath Keepers on Jan. 
6, 2021, and committed crimes including 

the removal of security fencing, breaching police 
lines, attacking officers, and inciting crowds to 
storm into the U.S. Capitol.

In a motion and supplement filed after 11 p.m. 
on May 5 in federal court in Washington, attorney 
Brad Geyer listed 80 people, some of whom he 
said could be government agents or provocateurs. 
The people are seen in video footage operating in 
a coordinated fashion across the Capitol grounds 
on Jan. 6, 2021, the attorney alleged.

Geyer’s suggestion of an entrapment scheme 
will resonate with dozens of Jan. 6, 2021, defense 
attorneys, coming shortly after two men were ac-
quitted of an alleged plot to kidnap Michigan Gov. 
Gretchen Whitmer, a Democrat. There was a hung 
jury on charges against two other defendants. 
The jury in that case was allowed to consider FBI 
entrapment as a defense.

Geyer, who represents Oath Keeper defendant 
Kenneth Harrelson, is seeking a court order from 
U.S. District Judge Amit Mehta compelling fed-
eral prosecutors to help identify the individu-
als and disclose whether they were working for 
law enforcement or any government agency on 

Jan. 6, 2021. Geyer wrote that the information is 
exculpatory, which compels the government to 
produce it.

Other Oath Keeper defendants are expected to 
join in the motion.

In a series of court filings on Aug. 30, Geyer 
argued that prosecutors have failed in their ob-
ligations to disclose exculpatory information, 
and are guilty of “burying required exculpatory 
information among 9 terabytes of data.”

The May 5 filing comes on the heels of an April 
12 Oath Keepers motion that alleged that at least 
20 “assets” from the FBI and the Bureau of Al-
cohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives were 
embedded in the crowd on Jan. 6, 2021.

According to the new filing, video evidence the 
defense gained access to only recently shows that 
some of the 80 people attacked police, other peo-
ple, and members of the Oath Keepers; entered 
the Capitol on the west side “with apparent per-
mission or acquiescence of government actors”; 
opened the Columbus Doors on the east side of 
the Capitol “from the inside, possibly with even 
further assistance of government actors”; and 
deployed “sophisticated crowd-behavior tech-
niques,” orienting themselves between protesters 
and police.

Suspicious actors are seen in video footage “as-
sociating, conferring and traveling with others, 
engaging in behavior to confuse law enforcement 
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Columbus Doors atop the east stairs were 
entrapped by suspicious actors who boxed them 
in and attempted to push them into the Capitol 
after the doors were opened from the inside.

“Prima facie evidence of an entrapment scheme 
(very possibly without formal government agen-
cy) is becoming impossible to ignore on video,” 
Geyer wrote.

Video footage shot by a French television crew 
and surveillance footage under court seal raise 
“significant concerns of informants, influencers, 
and inciters whose activities are now clearly ob-
servable,” a footnote in the motion says.

Suspicious Examples
“The now observable behavior suggests the ex-
act kind of specialized training, coordination, 
logistical support, timing, and common goals 

and objectives that the government attributes to 
the Oath Keepers,” Geyer wrote. “Conduct alleged 
against the Oath Keepers seems to have been 
perpetrated by others before the Oath Keepers 
were brought in front of the Columbus Doors.”

The new video evidence “not only exculpates 
defendant Harrelson and the Oath Keepers in 
compelling ways, it also shows a large group of 
SAs that actually carry out the crimes of which the 
Oath Keepers are accused and which is the center-
piece of the government’s case,” the motion said.

The many unidentified individuals in the court 
filing are referred to by the hashtag nicknames 
assigned by the Sedition Hunters website.

“James Dean Wannabe” stood on a column near 
the Columbus Doors and led “vicious attacks by SAs 
on police with chemicals and mace,” Geyer wrote.

As soon as the inner doors to the Rotunda 

opened, James Dean Wannabe stepped inside the 
door and began violently pulling protesters into 
the Capitol, the document said. He also helped to 
trap Oath Keeper James Dolan into a tight space 
with a Capitol Police officer, the report alleged. 
He was later seen on the east steps after changing 
clothes and removing his hat.

“Lemony Kickit” and “Lemon Zest,” both known 
for their colorful hats, appeared at the first and 
second breach points of the day near Ray Epps, 
the alleged provocateur who was captured on 
video on Jan. 5 and 6 imploring protesters to go 
into the Capitol.

Video also showed Lemony Kickit and Lemon 
Zest pushing at police and breaching the police 
line on the east steps before they moved up the 
stairs to the Columbus Doors.

Columbus Doors Were Closed
Videos referenced in Geyer’s motion show that 
the 17-foot-high, 20,000-pound bronze Columbus 
Doors were closed when the crowd gathered at 
the bottom of the steps and then breached the 
police line. When the crowd reached the top, the 
fortress-like doors were still shut. It’s not clear 
when, or why, the doors were opened.

That significant revelation backs up arguments 
made in January by attorney Jonathon Moseley, 
who told prosecutors his client, Kelly Meggs, 
couldn’t have breached the doors because they 
are controlled from inside the Capitol.

“The outer doors cast from solid bronze would 
require a bazooka, an artillery shell, or C4 mili-
tary-grade explosives to breach,” Moseley wrote 
in a letter to federal prosecutors. “That of course 
did not happen. You would sooner break into a 
bank vault than to break the bronze outer Co-
lumbus Doors.”

The towering Columbus Doors that lead into 
the Rotunda on the east side of the U.S. Capitol 
are secured by magnetic locks that can only be 
opened from the inside by using a security code 
controlled by Capitol Police, Moseley wrote in an 
eight-page memo in January.

The two inner doors are secured by magnet-
ic locks and can’t be opened from the outside. 
Twice within an hour on Jan. 6, suspicious actors 
opened the inner doors from inside the Rotunda, 
surveillance video shows.

According to Geyer’s filing, a large number of 
suspicious actors controlled the scene directly 
in front of the Columbus Doors after the giant 
doors were opened. They chased away regular 
protesters with pepper spray and moved other 
actors into place. The Oath Keepers, each of whom 
was shadowed by at least one suspicious actor, 
were positioned and coaxed toward the entrance.

Six to eight suspicious actors attacked police 

with mace in preparation to breach the entrance, 
Geyer wrote.

“The dynamic of the crowd makes this almost 
invisible or fleeting to almost all publicly available 
camera angles, so most people in the crowd could 
not have known these chemical assaults occurred 
and certainly no one could have known who was 
standing on the steps which is where the Oath 
Keepers were positioned at exactly this moment.”

The net effect is that the Oath Keepers, who 
had come up the east stairs, were swept into the 
Capitol with the group of suspicious actors, the 
document alleged. The actors attacked police, 
breached the doors, and led a crowd inside the 
Rotunda.

Some of the video evidence referenced in the 
court motion was redacted from the document 
because it’s part of the more than 14,000 hours 
of video footage under a protective court seal.

The court filing will bring fresh attention to the 
issue of alleged provocateurs at the U.S. Capitol. 
Epps, a former Oath Keeper from Arizona, denies 
he was working as a government informant on 
Jan. 5 and 6, 2021.

Federal prosecutors announced earlier this year 
they would disclose more information about 
Epps, whose photo was removed from the FBI’s 
Jan. 6, 2021, most-wanted list. He hasn’t been ar-
rested or charged, despite urging crowds to enter 
the Capitol and being present when police lines 
were breached by protesters.

Some of the suspicious actors on Geyer’s list 
were also seen in the hallway outside the Speak-
er’s Lobby, where Ashli Babbitt was shot at 2:44 
p.m. on Jan. 6. There are a number of other un-
identified individuals who stood near Babbitt be-
fore she tried to climb out of the hallway and was 
shot and killed by Capitol Police Lt. Michael Byrd.

Three witnesses to the Babbitt shooting were 
removed from the FBI’s most-wanted list in April 
2021 without explanation. Those men haven’t 
been identified or charged. 

Six to eight 
suspicious 
actors 
attacked 
police with 
mace in 
preparation 
for 
breaching 
the entrance, 
Geyer wrote.

Members of the 
Oath Keepers are 
flanked and followed 
into the U.S. Capitol 
by suspicious actors 
on Jan. 6, 2021. 
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More than a dozen 
“suspicious actors” 
flagged by defense 
attorneys line up 
on the east steps 
of the U.S. Capitol, 
shortly before they 
pushed past police 
and climbed to the 
Columbus Doors on 
Jan. 6, 2021.

The 17-foot-high 
bronze Columbus 
Doors at the U.S. 
Capitol were closed 
when protesters and 
suspicious actors 
pushed past police 
on the east steps 
on Jan. 6, 2021. 
The 20,000-pound 
doors can only be 
opened from inside.
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Thomas Caldwell at his home in 
Berryville, Va., on March 19. 

PHOTO BY SAMIRA BOUAOU/THE EPOCH TIMES

BY JOSEPH M. HANNEMAN

Navy Veteran, 66, 
lives ‘American horror 
story’ since his arrest on 
seditious-conspiracy charge

JAN. 6 
DEFENDANT
SEEKS TO CLEAR HIS NAME

LEGAL FIGHT
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AF TER MORE THAN two decades 
in the U.S. Navy and assignments 
around the world, Thomas E. Cald-
well thought he knew the meaning 
of horror.

That all changed in the predawn 
hours of Jan. 19, 2021.

Minutes after being jostled awake, 
Caldwell found himself outside in the 
freezing cold in his undershorts and a 
T-shirt. In handcuffs attached to a belly 
chain, he then was dragged across the 
lawn by FBI agents and thrown onto the 
hood of a government sedan.

Caldwell looked back at the porch of 
his farmhouse and saw Sharon, his wife 
of 22 years, standing in her nightgown, 
with arms extended. She clutched a sock 
in each hand.

Laser dots appeared on her face and 
chest, beamed from the carbine barrels 
of an FBI SWAT team. In an instant, Cald-
well saw it all, just a finger twitch from 
unspeakable tragedy.

“That was moral terror,” the white-
haired 66-year-old Caldwell told The 
Epoch Times.

“I would rather that they had shot me 
between the eyes than to threaten her 
like that.”

“I will never forget that image, because 
she looked like an angel in a white night-
shirt, standing in her bare feet on that 
cold concrete, with her arms extended 
to her side in compliance to them,” Cald-
well recalled, choking back tears.

“That was the moment I learned what 
real horror was. Because I’m looking at 
that and I said, ‘Abba, Father! Please don’t 
let them murder my wife! Please don’t 
let them kill my wife!’”

‘THE LOWEST POINT IN MY LIFE’
Life over the past 14 months has been 
full of challenges, tragedy, and miracles 
for the retired Navy intelligence officer 
from Berryville, Virginia.

“ABBA, FATHER!  
PLEASE DON’T LET THEM 
MURDER MY WIFE!”
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Thomas Caldwell and his wife of 
22 years, Sharon, at their home. 

(Top) Then-Lt. Cmdr. Thomas 
E. Caldwell aboard the guided-
missile cruiser USS Bunker Hill 
as it leaves San Diego in 1989. 

(Above) Caldwell aboard the 
aircraft carrier USS Nimitz. 

 THE FBI CHARGED 
CALDWELL WITH 

TRESPASSING,  
BUT HE SAID THAT 

HE NEVER WENT 
INTO THE CAPITOL.
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His trip to Washington to see Presi-
dent Donald Trump on Jan. 6, a patriotic 
outing with his wife, resulted in an FBI 
raid, 53 days in jail, near bankruptcy, 
and a federal indictment accusing him 
of seditious conspiracy, conspiracy to 
obstruct an official proceeding, con-
spiracy to prevent an officer from dis-
charging duties, and tampering with 
a document or proceeding—aiding 
and abetting.

Prosecutors accuse him of working 
with members of the Oath Keepers 
to prevent Congress from certifying 
the Electoral College votes from the 
2020 presidential election. Caldwell 

allegedly recommended a hotel for 
members of an Oath Keepers “Quick 
Reaction Force” that was to be sta-
tioned near Washington to aid other 
Oath Keepers attacking at the Capitol.

Prosecutors said Caldwell asked his 
contacts for help securing boats that 
could be used to ferry men and weap-
ons across the Potomac River.

“Can’t believe I just thought of this: 
how many people either in the mili-
tia or not (who are still supportive of 
our efforts to save the Republic) have a 
boat on a trailer that coud [sic] handle 
a Potomac crossing?” Caldwell wrote in 
one message, according to the criminal 
complaint. “If we had someone stand-
ing by at a dock ramp (one near the 
Pentagon for sure) we could have our 
Quick Response Team with the heavy 
weapons standing by, quickly load them 
and ferry them across the river to our 
waiting arms.”

Caldwell says federal prosecutors 
have gotten it badly wrong, mixing up 
or intentionally twisting bluster among 
retired military men into some kind of 
sinister conspiracy.

“I have now reviewed mountains of 
messages, photos, et cetera, in the huge 
volume of discovery provided by the 

government in this case, and I have Af-
ter more than two decades in the U.S. 
Navy and assignments around the world, 
Thomas E. Caldwell thought he knew the 
meaning of horror.

That all changed in the predawn hours 
of Jan. 19, 2021.

Minutes after being jostled awake, 
Caldwell found himself outside in the 
freezing cold in his undershorts and a 
T-shirt. In handcuffs attached to a belly 
chain, he then was dragged across the 
lawn by FBI agents and thrown onto the 
hood of a government sedan.

Caldwell looked back at the porch of 

his farmhouse and saw Sharon, his wife 
of 22 years, standing in her nightgown, 
with arms extended. She clutched a sock 
in each hand.

Laser dots appeared on her face and 
chest, beamed from the carbine barrels 
of an FBI SWAT team. In an instant, Cald-
well saw it all, just a finger twitch from 
unspeakable tragedy.

“That was moral terror,” the white-
haired 66-year-old Caldwell told The 
Epoch Times.

“I would rather that they had shot me 
between the eyes than to threaten her 
like that.”

“I will never forget that image, because 
she looked like an angel in a white night-
shirt, standing in her bare feet on that 
cold concrete, with her arms extended to 
her side in compliance to them,” Caldwell 
recalled, choking back tears.

“That was the moment I learned what 
real horror was. Because I’m looking at 
that and I said, ‘Abba, Father! Please don’t 
let them murder my wife! Please don’t 
let them kill my wife!’”

‘THE LOWEST POINT IN MY LIFE’
Life over the past 14 months has been 
full of challenges, tragedy, and miracles 
for the retired Navy intelligence officer 
from Berryville, Va.

His trip to Washington to see President 
Donald Trump on Jan. 6, a patriotic out-
ing with his wife, resulted in an FBI raid, 
53 days in jail, near bankruptcy, and a 
federal indictment accusing him of sedi-
tious conspiracy, conspiracy to obstruct 
an official proceeding, conspiracy to pre-
vent an officer from discharging duties, 
and tampering with a document or pro-
ceeding—aiding and abetting.

Prosecutors accuse him of working with 
members of the Oath Keepers to prevent 
Congress from certifying the Electoral 
College votes from the 2020 presidential 
election. Caldwell allegedly recommend-
ed a hotel for members of an Oath Keep-
ers “Quick Reaction Force” that was to be 
stationed near Washington to aid other 
Oath Keepers attacking at the Capitol.

Prosecutors said Caldwell asked his 
contacts for help securing boats that 
could be used to ferry men and weapons 
across the Potomac River.

“Can’t believe I just thought of this: 
how many people either in the militia 
or not (who are still supportive of our 
efforts to save the Republic) have a boat 
on a trailer that coud [sic] handle a Po-
tomac crossing?” Caldwell wrote in one 
message, according to the criminal com-
plaint. “If we had someone standing by at 
a dock ramp (one near the Pentagon for 
sure) we could have our Quick Response 
Team with the heavy weapons standing 
by, quickly load them and ferry them 
across the river to our waiting arms.”

Caldwell says federal prosecutors 
have gotten it badly wrong, mixing up 
or intentionally twisting bluster among 
retired military men into some kind of 
sinister conspiracy.



“I have now reviewed mountains of 
messages, photos, et cetera, in the huge 
volume of discovery provided by the gov-
ernment in this case, and I have not seen 
one iota of evidence that anyone had a 
plan or an intention to invade the Capi-
tol, or to stop the peaceful transition of 
the Presidency, or to do anything of an 
unlawful nature,” he said. “My personal 
intentions related to January 6 were to 
hear President Trump and enjoy a safe 
and peaceful day with my wife and other 
American citizens.”

Caldwell plans to go to trial in search of 
exoneration and restoration of his reputa-
tion. His trial was scheduled to begin July 
11 in U.S. District Court in Washington, 
but it now appears the date will be moved 
back to Sept. 26. Defense attorneys are 
working through terabytes of evidence, 
including more than 24,000 video files 
turned over by the Department of Justice.

“A lot of the things that they’re saying 
are horrible and seditious are mocking 

and jibing and poking fun with friends—in 
private conversations—sometimes with 
one person in a text message, or two peo-
ple,” he said. “In fact, some of these things 
are with guys that are 75 miles away in 
Virginia, who are at their farms, drunk as 
lords, as they say, watching stuff on TV.”

A FARM FOR FREEDOM
Caldwell’s legal fight has already come 
at a steep price. The Caldwells sold their 
farm equipment and animals to help 
pay legal bills. He worries his multigen-
erational Shenandoah Valley farm will 
soon be lost, and has turned to internet 
crowd-funding for help.

Through it all, the physical and psycho-
logical assault on his family that brisk 
morning is what sticks with him. He has 
difficulty talking about seeing his wife 
literally in the crosshairs of the FBI.

“I will never forget it. It is seared into 
my memory. In my nightmares, it plays 
again and again and again,” Caldwell 

said. “Not them kicking me; it’s that 
image. It is the lowest point in my life. 
And yet it might be the greatest miracle 
of my life that she was spared.”

As he stood on the windswept porch 
staring into a sea of what looked like 
klieg lights, he was dumbfounded at the 
combat-strength force arrayed against 
him and his wife.

An armored vehicle with a battering 
ram stood ready to punch through the 
side of the house. Agents in full tactical 
gear lit Caldwell up like a Christmas tree 
with the piercing laser beams from their 
rifle sights. He figured they were fully 
automatic M4 carbines aimed at his head 
and center mass.

After throwing him down on the car 
hood, Caldwell said, one of the agents 
kneed him hard in the small of the back, 
right where metal hardware remained 
from surgeries. Agents put him in the 
back of a car, where he sat wondering if 
Sharon was still alive.

Agents used a handheld battering ram 
to smash their way into the stand-alone 
garage where Caldwell used to store his 
1963 Ford Thunderbird convertible. The 
T-Bird is gone, sold to pay for his legal de-
fense. Agents broke into the barn, ripped 
things off the walls, and then “ransacked 
the house,” Caldwell said.

After a while, Caldwell was taken back 
into his home and questioned. He spent 
2 1/2 hours explaining his trip to the Cap-
itol, and how he was not now, nor had he 
ever been, a member of the Oath Keepers. 
He said there were lots of assumptions 
behind the questions, but few facts.

“I had asked them five separate times, 
‘What am I being charged with? What am 
I being charged with?’ They finally said, 
‘Trespassing.’ I said, ‘Are you out of your 
mind? You come here and point guns in 
my wife’s face for trespassing? Where 
am I supposed to have trespassed?’ They 
said, ‘Well, you went into the Capitol.’”

As it turns out, Caldwell never went 
into the Capitol. After Trump’s speech 
at the Ellipse was finished, he and Sha-
ron slowly made their way to the Cap-
itol grounds. Trump told supporters 
to peacefully go to the Capitol, so the 
Caldwells thought perhaps Trump was 
going to make remarks there.

They got as far as the Peace Monument 
before Caldwell had to sit. He said his 
legs and back were causing him terri-
ble pain. So they spent about an hour 
snapping photos, chatting with others 
in the crowd, and admiring the 44-foot-
high Carrara marble monument set on 
a Maine blue granite base.

‘YOU CAN’T BELIEVE THE VIEW!’
Reports started to trickle down the 300-
some yards from the West Front of the 
Capitol, where the president-elect takes 
the oath of office every four years. “Peo-
ple were up there, and they were taking 
selfies, and folks were coming down [by 
the Peace Monument] saying, ‘You can’t 
believe the view!’” Caldwell said.

The Caldwells wanted to see for them-
selves. They slowly made their way up 
the stairs, with Tom pressing his hip 
against the railing for support. They 
walked through the giant scaffolding 
set up for the inauguration, up near the 
platform where so many famous speech-
es have been made.

“We did go up on ... the inauguration 
Thomas and Sharon Caldwell at the Peace Monument near the U.S. Capitol in 
Washington on Jan. 6, 2021. 
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balcony and we took a selfie,” Caldwell 
said. “Again, no police saying, ‘Don’t do it.’ 
No sign saying, ‘Don’t do it.’ And a crush 
of people doing it. And so you might say, 
‘Well, maybe you shouldn’t have done 
that.’ Well, maybe so, but it didn’t seem 
like there was any deterrent to it at all.”

Caldwell said he didn’t notice any riot-
ing or violence while at the West Front 
of the Capitol. After a while, the couple 
began the trek back down toward the 
Peace Monument. After a rest, they con-
tinued the walk up Constitution Avenue 
to their car. By then, reports were circu-
lating that Washington Mayor Muriel 
Bowser had declared a curfew for that 
night due to events at the Capitol, just as 
Caldwell was nearing his vehicle.

Caldwell said that despite the conten-
tion in federal charging documents, he 
is not a member of the Oath Keepers, 
was never recruited for the group, and 
had no plans to join. He knows veterans 
who are Oath Keepers. His private text 
messages with friends were twisted into 
something they were not, he said.

He told the lead FBI agent that morning 
that his opinions and speech were the 
real targets.

“I said, ‘Look, it looks like there’s people 
in the government who want to prose-

cute me for bombast with a friend and 
private text message or something like 
that. This is all about things I think and 
things I say.’ And he said, ‘Nobody’s go-
ing to lock you up or prosecute you for 
words.’ And I said, ‘We’ll see.’ That’s on 
tape. So it looks like I was right.”

‘HELL ON EARTH’
The next chapter in Caldwell’s Jan. 6 saga 
took place in the Central Virginia Regional 
Jail in Orange, Va. His experience there 
was similar to reports from other Jan. 6 
detainees in facilities, including the Dis-
trict of Columbia Jail, who have said they 
were subjected to brutal beatings, denial of 
food, and banishment to solitary confine-
ment, a practice condemned by Amnesty 
International as “cruel and all too usual.”

Caldwell said he became convinced 
he wouldn’t live to see the outside 
world again. He said he spent 49 of his 
53 days in solitary confinement. He was 
denied his prescription medications, 
which led to him having seizures on 
the concrete floor of his cell and soiling 
himself. The guards seemed to enjoy 
it, he said. “I’d have seizures on the 
concrete floor of my dungeon, and the 
guards [were] looking through the little 
bulletproof glass laughing, laugh-
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Thomas Caldwell recounts the FBI raid as Sharon stands at the spot where laser dots appeared on her face and chest from the carbine 
barrels of an FBI SWAT team, at their home in Berryville, Va., on March 19. 

Caldwell was banished to solitary 
confinement, denied his prescription 
medications, and beaten by prison guards.
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ing at me as I’m messing myself,” he 
said. “And I’m thinking, ‘I’m never get-
ting out of here. This is hell on earth.’

“It really is hell on earth—24 hours a 
day, no visitors, no medicines, no exer-
cise. And my entire world was reduced 
to a 7-by-12-foot concrete dungeon with 
a huge steel door on one end.”

The inhumane treatment started 
upon arrival. Caldwell said he under-
went some kind of full-body scan. He was 
subjected to an anal probe before and 
after the scan. “I guess it’s just to show 
that they can dehumanize you,” he said.

One day, a guard struck him hard in 
the lower back where his previous sur-
geries had been. With the double hand-
cuffs attached to a belly chain, he had 
no way to break the fall.

“So I did kind of a face plant, I turn my 
head sideways,” he recalled. “And then 
someone stepped between my ankles 
and kicked me in the groin. Repeatedly. ... 
I can now win [at] Double Jeopardy if the 
question is, ‘How many times can you 
be kicked in the groin before you pass 
out?’ I know the answer that I hope no 
one else finds out. But I have the answer 
to that question.”

What happened next sticks with Cald-
well, seared permanently in his memory.

“The guy that was the kicker said to 
me, he said, ‘Where’s your Sky Daddy? 
Where’s your Sky Daddy? Gonna come 
down here and help you?’ He was refer-
ring, of course, to Jesus Christ. I never 
want to forget it. I never want to forget it.”

Occasionally, Caldwell was allowed 
to take a phone call from Sharon. The 
phone was stuck through a hole in the 
bars, so he had to kneel to use the receiv-
er. They prayed together.

“It was just like an angel speaking from 
heaven,” he said. “And she would remind 
me of the importance of presenting 

my prayers and petitions to God with 
thanksgiving. So it’s not just, ‘Here’s my 
Christmas wish list, God.’ It’s like, ‘Thank 
you for another day. Thank you for my 
lovely wife, thank you for the chance 
that maybe I’ll get out of here someday.’

“One time, I couldn’t come up with 
anything,” Caldwell said. “When I first 
started, I said: ‘Thank you, God, that I 
haven’t been beaten yet today. But the 
day isn’t over, Lord.’”

One day, Caldwell saw a guard with a 
cart full of newspapers and other read-
ing materials. He spotted a thick book 
that he suspected was a Holy Bible, and 
he asked if he could have it. The guard 
said, “No man, I can’t give you anything.”

“I felt embarrassed. And yet I believe 
that God put the words in my mouth. 
And I said, ‘Hey, it’s just a Bible, man.’ I 

was embarrassed because it’s the word 
of God. But it was the thing he needed 
to hear. He moved the newspapers, and 
by golly, it was a tattered Bible.”

Caldwell snatched the Bible when the 
guard placed it between the bars. He nev-
er felt so alone. He felt hated, despised. 
“Nobody knows what’s going on, and 
nobody’s doing anything,” he thought. 
Then God spoke to him, as the Bible 
opened to the Book of Psalms.

“I sat down on the cold floor, and I just 
opened the Bible,” he said. “I just held 
it in my hands, and it flopped open to 
Psalm 109: ‘The mouth of the wicked 
and the mouth of the deceitful man is 
opened against me. They have spoken 
against me with deceitful tongues.’”

“I said, ‘God knows what I’m going 
through! He knows. I’m not alone.’ And I 

thought, I told him many times, I said, ‘I 
just want to come home if this is all that’s 
here for me. I give up. I want to come home. 
I’ll come home to you right now. Let’s do 
it.’ And then I said, ‘But you know what, I’d 
love to see Sharon just one more time.’”

Just a bit later in Psalm 109, it reads: 
“Help me, O Lord my God; save me accord-
ing to Thy mercy. And let them know that 
this is Thy hand: and that Thou, O Lord, 
hast done it. They will curse and Thou will 
bless: let them that rise up against me be 
confounded: but Thy servant shall rejoice.”

A few days later, Caldwell had a hearing 
before U.S. District Judge Amit P. Mehta. 
Attorney David Fischer argued convinc-
ingly that Caldwell needed to be released 
from incarceration.

“Judge Mehta, I believe he saved my 
life,” Caldwell said, “because I was bro-
ken physically. I had no self-respect, 
no nothing. I was drained. The only 
thing I had was just a shred of faith 

that Jesus was there with me.
“You know what, I saw it. I saw the light.
“Just a couple of days later, I fell into my 

wife’s arms in the dark in that parking 
lot, on March the 12th of last year.”

Officials at the Central Virginia Re-
gional Jail didn’t respond to a request 
for comment.

HAND OF PROVIDENCE
Caldwell said he saw the hand of divine 
providence many times during his or-
deal. He believes Fischer was sent to him 
by God, to rescue him from prison and 
defend him from the criminal charges.

“He drove down and talked to me 
through bulletproof glass for about a 
half-hour,” Caldwell said. “He finally said 
to me, ‘Mr. Caldwell, look, I defend a lot 
of people in the federal system. I have 
some people lie to me for a living. You’re 
innocent.’ I said, ‘Yeah, that’s what I’ve 
been trying to tell everybody.’”

It took Caldwell weeks at home to stop 
shivering from the cold of the cell. One 
of his ankles was raw and swollen from 
the steel ankle restraints.

He began to heal. First, the physical 
wounds. The psychological damage is 
likely permanent.

“It’s like, I am a human being. I am 
not a thing that you could put in a box 
and shove me away and lock me up. You 
know, I have worth and I’m a person,” 
he said. “And this is not right. And yet it 
happened, and is happening.

“And I am just so fortunate, so fortu-
nate that God brought me out. I don’t 
know why. I’m forever grateful. I feel like 
I was born again.”

Caldwell said he worries about the 
other Jan. 6 defendants still in jail, held 
without bail for more than a year. He 
knows what they face, day after day.

“They’re going to be emotionally 
scarred by post-traumatic stress disor-
der,” he said. “I would tell you I had PTSD 
before they threw me in there. Now I tell 
people I’ve just got stress disorder, be-
cause there ain’t no post. This is part of 
it. The pressure is on every single day.”

‘EVIL ALL AROUND ME’
Caldwell said he was not part of any 
Oath Keepers plan to do anything at the 
Capitol on Jan. 6. He and Oath Keepers 
founder Elmer Stewart Rhodes III met 
very briefly at a local Virginia political 

rally the weekend after the 2020 presi-
dential election, Caldwell said. Caldwell 
had just stepped off a hay wagon after 
making some remarks.

“I’m approached by this guy with an 
eyepatch, and this was Stewart Rhodes,” 
he said. “He introduced himself. ... ‘You’re 
a nice guy, love what you said.’ And that 
is how I met Stewart Rhodes.

“I’ve told you before, I know, but it really 
needs emphasis, because the government 
has consistently fibbed about this. I am 
not a member of the Oath Keepers. He 
did not attempt to recruit me. Nobody 
rushed me like Tau Kappa Epsilon at the 
University of Louisville. None of that.”

As he works with his wife and attorney 
on his defense, Caldwell has time to re-
flect on the past 14 months. Even with the 
passage of time, he said, his experience is 
still unbelievable. He calls it his “Ameri-
can Horror Story.” It is not something he 
ever imagined taking place in America.

“I love our country. I can’t see how this 
is happening here. This is, this is Nazi 
Germany in the ‘30s. This is Josef Stalin,” 
Caldwell said. “This is Venezuela. This is 
Cuba. You know, in a way, it’s a little bit 
like the way Ferdinand Marcos operated 
in the Philippines. This is Pol Pot. It’s ab-
solute evil. There was evil all around me.”

As he works to regain his health and his 
good name, Caldwell turns his attention 
to holding on to the family legacy.

“I hope we don’t end up losing our 
farm. It’s the last thing that we have of 
monetary value,” he said. “Sharon and 
I are not rich people who moved to the 
country and got a farm and a McMan-
sion. This is property that I worked as 
a child beside my parents who are in 
heaven, and my widowed sister.”

With stakes this high, Caldwell admits 
there have been times he was ready to 
throw in the towel, take a plea, and save 
the family farm.

“This is where our family memories 
live. This is where our heart lives. And 
they really don’t have the right to take 
this from us,” he said. “But as Sharon 
tells me, she says, ‘You’re not pleading 
anything.’ And I said, ‘Yes, I am.’

“She says, ‘You’re not taking a plea deal. 
I don’t care if we’re living in the back of a 
car. We’re gonna fight all the way.’

“And what more could you ask for than 
a beautiful, soulful Christian woman 
who feels that way?” 

“[Imprisoned Jan. 
6 defendants] 
are going to be 
emotionally scarred 
by post-traumatic 
stress disorder.”
Thomas E. Caldwell, veteran

Thomas and Sharon Caldwell on their farm, now empty after they sold their animals 
and equipment to pay legal bills, in Berryville, Va., on March 19. 
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Mark Griffin at his 
home in Canadensis, 

Pa., on Aug. 1.
PHOTO BY PETR SVAB/THE EPOCH TIMES

POLICE 
MUNITION 
DAMAGE
BY JOSEPH M. HANNEMAN

Trump 
supporter shot 

with police 
munition on 

Jan. 6 required 
surgeries 

costing 
$250,000

EXCLUSIVE 
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MARK GRIFFIN 
NEVER SAW IT 
COMING.

Special Report January 6

Mark Griffin at his home in Canadensis, 
Pa, on Aug. 1.

Mark 
Griffin of 

Canadensis, 
Pa., (C) 

pulls out 
his driver’s 

license to 
show to 

police at the 
barricades 

on the west 
side of the 

U.S. Capitol in 
Washington 

on Jan. 6, 
2021. 

FR
O

M
 L

: S
TE

VE
 B

AK
ER

/S
CR

EE
N

SH
O

T 
VI

A 
TH

E 
EP

O
CH

 T
IM

ES
, P

ET
R 

SV
AB

/T
H

E 
EP

O
CH

 T
IM

ES

HE STOOD AT THE POLICE LINE on the 
west side of the U.S. Capitol on Jan. 6, 
2021, engaged in friendly conversation 
with officers about why he had come to 
Washington.

Without warning, police picked up 
the metal bicycle racks that served as 
barricades and rushed forward into the 
crowd. Griffin was sprayed in the face 
with pepper gel.

Hell was breaking loose.
BOOM. THUD.
Griffin found himself on the ground, 

dazed and confused. He had a vague sen-
sation that his left leg was injured just 
above the knee.

All around him, blinding flashes were 
punctuated by a whump and crack that 
knocked people off their feet.

The day was peaceful no more.
“I went down, and some people helped 

me up,” Griffin told The Epoch Times. “I 
had no idea how bad I got hurt.”

As he struggled to his feet, Griffin 
leaned on the cane he brought for protec-

tion from attacks he feared would come 
from Antifa. It would be his only means 
out of a quickly deteriorating melee be-
tween police and protesters.

Griffin didn’t realize at the time that 
his left femur was split in two length-
wise. The massive trauma came from a 
38mm to 40mm shell, almost certainly 
fired from a munition launcher behind 
the police line.

His leg quickly swelled, creating a 
natural pressure splint that allowed 
him to limp from the scene on a bro-
ken leg toward the bus he rode from 
Pennsylvania.

The first serious police injury occurred 
about 40 minutes earlier, when a Capitol 
Police officer was knocked off her feet 
and struck her head on a concrete step. 
Griffin was among the first casualties 
among protesters on a day when four 
Trump supporters died and scores of 
police and protesters were injured.

His recovery took more than a year 
and racked up medical bills of $250,000.

TERROR IN THEIR EYES
Griffin’s mind reeled as he struggled 
to get away from the Capitol. What just 
happened? He had been part of a peace-
ful assembly that in a heartbeat turned 
into a war.

“It came from my left someplace,” 
Griffin said from his home in Canaden-
sis, Pennsylvania, about 70 miles north-
west of New York City. “I can’t figure it 
out. It had to be one of those cops right 
in front of me, because from the left 
up in the parapet, you just didn’t have 

a clean shot at my left knee.
“From up there, you’d have to shoot 

over the heads of those cops, and you’d 
be hitting them.”

It’s unclear if Griffin was shot acciden-
tally or deliberately. Numerous police 
officers working near the barricades on 
that end of the grounds were armed with 
orange munition launchers. While sev-
eral officers repeatedly fired grenades, 
beanbags, and explosive shells into the 
air, video footage shows at least one of-
ficer standing at the bicycle racks aimed 
the launcher directly at protesters stand-
ing just feet away.

Griffin had strolled up to the police 

line about a half-hour earlier, along with 
hundreds of other protesters who walked 
to the Capitol after President Donald 
Trump’s speech at the Ellipse.

He said there were no indicators of 
trouble as he approached the Capitol’s 
west side via the Peace Monument. No 
signs. No verbal warnings.

Griffin said he never heard the droning 
of the still-unidentified “scaffold com-
mander”—who barked instructions over 
a bullhorn that included, “Move forward, 
patriots!”—from high above the gather-
ing masses.

“There was no indication that you 
weren’t supposed to go into that area,” 

said Griffin, a self-employed dump truck 
driver. “So there was nothing really to stop 
me. I had no idea that the line that I was 
headed to at the bottom of the steps there 
was actually the [police] fall-back line.”

The first thing that Griffin noticed 
when he stopped at the barricades was 
the fear in the eyes of some of the Met-
ropolitan Police Department officers. He 
wondered just what police were expect-
ing from the crowd. If it was violence, 
he was determined to have no part in it.

“I spotted this one young cop, and in 
his face was just, I mean, he was terri-
fied,” he said. “I never saw anybody ter-
rified like that before in my life. His 
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head was jerking around, and he was like, 
his face was twitching.

“I said, ‘Man, this guy’s going to panic 
and shoot somebody or something,’” 
Griffin said. “I realized that was going 
to be me. I’m not sure he was the guy that 
shot me. But anyhow, I just felt I had to 
connect with that guy.”

Griffin urged the young officer to 
be calm, assuring him he had nothing 
to fear from the crowd. Griffin looked 
around and saw no one in the vicinity 
causing trouble.

“He couldn’t have been more than 22 or 
23, a baby,” the 64-year-old Griffin said. “I 
pulled my wallet out and I showed him 
my ID and everything because I didn’t 
want him to think that I was going to 
do anything to him.”

Griffin isn’t a threatening presence. His 
calm and steady voice bears a remark-
able resemblance in timbre and char-
acterization to the late comedian Jackie 
Vernon, known by millions as the voice 
of Frosty the Snowman in the animated 
1969 film of the same name.

Griffin took off his camo-color cap and 
showed another officer an image of the 
Constitution printed on the back.

“Here is my bill of sale to this country; 
you know, my birth certificate,” he told 
the officer. “I said, ‘It’s your bill of sale, 
too. It’s our country. It’s not their coun-
try. And what they’re trying to do inside 
that building in there is just not right. 
And everybody knows it’s not right.”

“And he just said to me, ‘Well, you vot-
ed. Go home.’ And I told him, ‘You know 
I’m from Pennsylvania. I can’t go home, 
because we have all kinds of questions 
about the election. Our legislature sent 
the House of Representatives a letter ask-
ing that they not recognize the electors 
that were sent. That’s why I’m here.’

“Then, he didn’t want to talk anymore,” 
Griffin said.

A BREAKDOWN OF ORDER
Griffin began to see signs of trouble 
brewing. A few loudmouths began to 
insult police and grab at the bike racks. 
Griffin yelled at them to knock it off and 

get back. That worked—for a while.
Off to his left, a police supervisor un-

leashed a torrent of pepper spray from 
a tank that was the size of a fire extin-
guisher.

“I see people, on our side of the fence, 
spraying pepper spray back at him with 
the same kind of canister,” Griffin said. 
“‘Wow,’ I thought, ‘Isn’t that a coinci-
dence? How did they wind up with the 
same canister of pepper spray on both 
sides?’ That stuck out in my head.”

Griffin said he helped reconnect sec-
tions of the barricade when a provoca-
teur pulled them apart.

“I helped him reconnect the railing. So, 
I was helping him,” Griffin said. “People 
were starting to push the railing. I was 
yelling at them, ‘Stop doing that! Don’t 
do that!’”

A short time later, he noticed explosions. 
Video shows police throwing dispersion 
grenades into the crowd and firing rubber 
bullets from the terrace above. Riot police 
emerged from beneath the scaffolding 
to Griffin’s left and began battling with 
protesters. Furious fighting ensued.

Anger swept through the tightly 
packed crowd when protesters realized 
they were under attack.

At 1:50 p.m., a Metropolitan Police officer 
fired a shell over Griffin’s head into the 
crowd, where it exploded. Pieces of the 
wadding floated down onto bystanders.

“Hey, you missed!” a man mocked. 
“We’re not the enemy!” a woman added.

The trek back to the bus was perilous. 
Griffin decided against taking the mul-
tiple sets of stairs he had traversed on 
his way in. The shortcut required him to 
scale and slide over a 4-foot wall, which 
he did with the help of strangers.

At the corner of First Street and Con-
stitution Avenue, Griffin noticed a man 
0utfitted in a battle-dress uniform, 
talking on a radio or satellite phone.

“He was saying, ‘This is not a peaceful 
protest! Get those people off of those 
statues now!’ I’m thinking, ‘Who the 
heck is this guy?’ You know? Because he 
didn’t have any kind of insignia on him.”

‘I DIDN’T REALIZE MY LEG  
WAS BROKEN’
“So, I said to him, ‘Hey, mister, take a look 
at this what happened to me.’ I put my 
pant leg up and I showed him. He didn’t 
say anything. I’m on my way and I’m 
having more trouble walking because 
the swelling is going down. I didn’t re-
alize my leg was broken.”

As he continued hobbling down Con-
stitution Avenue, he lost his balance 
and fell.

“I got a couple of blocks and I actual-
ly fell down in the road,” Griffin said. 
“I couldn’t get up and a guy came over.

“He said, ‘Do you want me to call an 
ambulance?’ I said, ‘Nah, if you could 
just help me up, I can make it. I got the 
cane here.’”

When he finally reached the bus at 
Constitution and Sixth Street, he took 
the weight off the broken leg, which was 
now causing terrible pain as the swelling 
subsided.

A police officer came on the bus and 
said everyone had to evacuate due to a 
possible car bomb. Griffin said he limped 
past a vehicle with what appeared to be 

A D.C. Metropolitan Police Department officer fires a munition shell toward protesters on the west side of the U.S. Capitol on Jan. 6, 2021. 
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jumper cables coming out from under the 
hood. He found it odd, but a car bomb?

“I’m thinking in my head, ‘That’s the 
phoniest looking bomb threat I ever 
saw,’” Griffin said. “So I just told the 
bus driver, ‘Look, I’m not getting off the 
bus. I’m hurt, I’m in the seat now, I’m 
not moving.”

After the bus ride back to Pennsylvania 
the night of Jan. 6, 2021, Griffin somehow 
managed to get into his vehicle at the 
park-and-ride lot and drive to the hos-
pital. After X-rays and some other tests, 
they sent him home.

“They just told me, ‘Well, we’re going 
to send you home with crutches. It looks 
like it’s just like a localized trauma. You 
should be fine.’

“So I get home the evening of January 

6 and I get a phone call,” Griffin said. 
“‘You have to come back to the hospital 
because your leg’s broken.”

Surgeons took a couple of days to come 
up with the best strategy to knit the fe-
mur back into one piece, he said. An in-
cision was made along the side of his leg.

“My whole leg was black and blue 
from the toes all the way up to my 
hips,” he said.

A titanium plate became the internal 
splint, secured by more than a dozen 
screws. It took six months before Griffin 
could put full weight on the leg, and an-
other seven months before the titanium 
was removed.

A few days after Griffin returned home 
to convalesce, a detective from the Mon-
roe County Sheriff’s Office paid him 
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A titanium plate was used in January 
2021 to splint Mark Griffin’s badly 
fractured leg. The plate was finally 
removed in the spring of 2022. 

The ‘less lethal’ weapons that police 
used against protesters exit the 
barrel of the launcher at speeds that 
can exceed 240 feet per second.
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a visit. He asked if Griffin owned a cam-
ouflage jacket. Then, he inquired if he 
had a set of aluminum medical crutches.

He answered “yes” and “no.”
The detective was there at the behest 

of the FBI, which had just launched a 
sweeping investigation of the rioting 
and unrest at the Capitol. Agents were 
looking for a man who stood in front of 
the Lower West Terrace tunnel and wield-
ed a crutch over his head. The detective 
quickly concluded that Griffin wasn’t 
the man with the crutch; the man was 
later identified as Luke Coffee of Dallas.

HEAVY WEAPONS AIMED  
AT THE CROWD
The heavy use of kinetic impact weap-
ons on the crowds on Jan. 6, 2021, was 
unprecedented at a Capitol protest. The 
practice was called out as reckless by one 
police expert in The Epoch Times’ re-
cently released documentary, “The Real 
Story of Jan. 6.”

Consultant Stanley Kephart said po-
lice used incendiary devices, tear gas, 
and projectiles to punish the crowds 
without attempting to accomplish a 
strategic objective such as dispersing 
people away from the building. Use of 
such weapons—especially in close quar-
ters—carries risks such as serious injury 
or even death.

Brianna Burch, public affairs specialist 
for the Metropolitan Police Department, 
said “all use of force actions are investi-
gated per department policy, including 

any use of munitions on Jan. 6, 2021.” She 
referred The Epoch Times to the depart-
ment’s freedom of information liaison 
for the actual reports.

Police munitions can have a variety 
of payloads, including plastic or rubber 
pellets, chemical irritants such as oleo-
resin capsicum or CS gas, colored smoke, 
sponge-tip projectiles, or small sections 
of wood batons. The “less lethal” weapons 
exit the barrel of the launcher at speeds 
that can exceed 240 feet per second.

Most rounds aren’t intended to be 
aimed directly at individuals.

“The findings of a systematic review 
of global medical literature carried out 
by Physicians for Human Rights (PHR) 
indicate that KIPs (kinetic impact projec-
tiles) cause serious injury, disability, and 
death,” according to a bulletin from the 
International Network of Civil Liberties 
Organizations. At close range, the report 
said, “they are likely to be lethal.”

Such projectiles can strike the eyes, 
causing blindness, or even penetrate the 
eye socket into the brain, a PHR report 
said. Projectiles can cause bruising of the 
lungs or heart, internal bleeding, and 
even heart attacks.

Two men—Kevin Greeson and Benja-
min Phillips—died on Jan. 6, 2021, from 
cardiac events. While both men were in 
close proximity to explosions from po-
lice munitions, the medical examiner 
ruled they died of natural causes from 
heart disease.

Griffin said his Jan. 6, 2021, ordeal led 
to deep divisions in his family. Two sis-
ters refuse to speak with him anymore, 
and a beloved uncle blamed him for the 
leg injury.

“He said, ‘Don’t call me again,’ and he 
hung up the phone on me,” Griffin said. 
A letter he wrote to his sisters explaining 
his presence in Washington on Jan. 6, 
2021, went unanswered, he said.

“My mom—who’s 95—she still believes 
in me,” he said.

Griffin said he will decide about a civil 
suit against police if control of Congress 
shifts to the GOP from Democrats. Until 
then, he says he’ll continue to tell his story.

“Other people should know about it, 
because this can happen to them, too,” 
he said. “It’s not right. This isn’t what 
your government is supposed to be do-
ing. Your government is supposed to be 
protecting you.” 

“It’s not right.  
This isn’t what 
your government 
is supposed to 
be doing. Your 
government is 
supposed to be 
protecting you.”
Mark Griffin

Mark Griffin in front of his 
Kenworth dump truck, at 
home in Canadensis, Pa., 
on Aug. 1. “What he did 
was wrong,” Griffin said of 
the officer who shot him.
PETR SVAB/THE EPOCH TIMES

Special Report January 6



Luke Coffee of Dallas said 
God placed him at the Lower 

West Terrace Tunnel of the U.S. 
Capitol on Jan. 6, 2021. 

PHOTO BY DIXIE DIXON FOR THE EPOCH TIMES
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GAP’

Texan Says God 
Told Him to

B Y  JO S E P H  M .  H A N N E M A N

‘
Filmmaker Luke Coffee says he felt a 
higher calling amid chaos at the Capitol: 
‘Go up to the front and pray’
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Luke Coffee 
brings flowers 
to place on 
the grave of 
Elizabeth Toon, 
22, whom he 
planned to 
marry before 
she was killed 
by a hit-and-
run driver in 
Los Angeles. 

Luke  Coffee  was 
warned that a  
storm was coming. 

Luke Coffee was 
warned that a storm 
was coming.

As he walked along the perime-
ter of the U.S. Capitol grounds on 
Jan. 6, 2021, the 41-year-old film-
maker was approached by three 
breathless men. One of them said, 
“There are people dying inside the 
Capitol! We need patriots!”

Coffee distinctly recalls his first 
reaction: “Bull[expletive].”

A friend who is “pretty connect-
ed” told Coffee to watch out for 
false-flag operations after Pres-
ident Donald Trump finished 
speaking at the “Stop the Steal” 
rally at the Ellipse in Washing-
ton D.C.

According to one dictionary 
definition, a false flag is “an in-
tentional misrepresentation, 
especially a covert political or 
military operation, carried out 
to appear as if it was undertaken 
by another party.”

Even with that caution upper-
most in his mind, Coffee felt 
compelled to make the long trek 
to the Capitol. It was late in the day. 
Violence had broken out between 
protesters and police in hot spots 
on the Capitol grounds.

Coffee felt that he was needed. 
He didn’t necessarily look the part 
of a protester. His backpack was 
full of camera gear. He wore a cow-
boy hat and a camouflage hunting 
jacket. As a joke for a buddy, Coffee 
put on green face paint used for 
duck hunting.

“I felt the Holy Spirit saying, 
‘Luke, go up to the front and 

pray,’” he told The Epoch Times.
It was a long walk, but the trek 

seemed to pass in the blink of 
an eye. Coffee saw scores of peo-
ple looking at him intently with 
friendly expressions. Some made 
eye contact and seemed to beck-
on him.

Paper scraps fell from above as 
he walked, twirling in the stiff 
breeze like ticker-tape confetti. He 
looked up, but Coffee couldn’t see 
where the paper bits came from.

He grabbed one from mid-air. 
On it was a quote from Scripture. 
He recalls feeling inspired by it. He 
grabbed a second piece—another 
quote from the Bible.

“They were encouraging verses,” 
he said. “I grabbed one and read it, 
then kept going and grabbed an-
other. It’s what encouraged me to 
keep walking up to where I ended 
up. It’s wild how quickly I made it 
to that area by the terrace.”

More convinced than ever that 
he was being divinely guided to-
ward the massive crowd on the 
Lower West Terrace, Coffee ap-

proached his destination.
He began to see signs of chaos. 

An injured man walked past. “He 
was bleeding,” Coffee said, “and I 
wanted to pray for him and wipe 
the blood off his face.”

Having worked most of his ca-
reer in television and film pro-
duction, Coffee said the blood 
was fake.

“It was stage blood,” Coffee said. 
“The one guy that passed me had 
fake blood running down his face. 
It was syrup. I said something like, 
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‘Dude, are you stinking Antifa?’ I 
called it out. It was fake.”

Not a Normal Day
On a normal day, seeing what 
looked like fake blood might 
have been enough to send Coffee 
scrambling back home to Texas. 
This was not a normal day.

Coffee moved closer to the 
enormous crowd gathered on 
the Lower West Terrace. A tightly 
packed group stood on the stair-
way leading to the Capitol’s tun-

nel entrance. He moved up the 
left side of the stairs just as police 
gassed the crowd in the tunnel.

The ensuing panic caused a hu-
man wave to spill from the tunnel 
down the stairs. It was all made 
worse by officers pushing the crowd, 
causing people to be trampled.

“They started pushing people 
and they fell back on the stairs,” 
he said. “There were piles three or 
four people high, laying horizon-
tally. I was trying to pull people 
from there.”

Coffee noticed a woman he now 
believes was Rosanne Boyland, 34, 
of Kennesaw, Georgia. She was at 
the bottom of a pile, struggling 
to breathe.

“She was saying, ‘Help! Help!’ 
And I was trying to pull her out,” 
Coffee said. “It was like there was 
nothing I could do. So I said, ‘We 
need to pray.’”

Video footage shot by a nearby 
protester showed the moment 
in dramatic clarity. Coffee stood 
amid chaos, with his arms ex-

“I felt the  
Holy Spirit 

saying,  
‘Luke, go up  
to the front  
and pray.”

Luke Coffee, producer and Jan. 6 defendant
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tended, imploring people to pay 
attention. “Stop! Pray!” he shouted 
over the din. “Pray! Pray! Pray!”

Protester Jake Lang pulled an 
unconscious Philip Anderson off 
the pile at the top of the stairs 
leading to the tunnel. Eventually, 
protesters got access to the dying 
Boyland, who was unconscious.

“Someone’s being crushed!” 
shouted a bystander bleeding 

from a head wound. “People are 
being crushed!” In desperation, he 
cried, “Get her up. Get her up! Get 
her up, please. Save her life! Save 
her life, please!”

A Metropolitan Police Depart-
ment officer grabbed a wooden 
walking stick from a protester and 
wielded it like a sword.

Just seconds before, a crutch 
had flown over protesters’ heads 
and landed near where Coffee’s 
feet would soon be. His left foot 
was just inches from Boyland’s 
hand resting on the sidewalk. He 
held up his right hand and shout-
ed, “Stop!”

“This is just interesting how 
God works,” Coffee told The Epoch 
Times. “I’m telling you, it was like I 
heard the Holy Spirit say, ‘Go stand 
in the gap, Luke.’ I felt called to stand 
in the gap between the rioters.

“There’s a still (photo) of me, 
praying right next to this crowd 
being pushed on top of each oth-
er,” he said. “There were a couple of 
other guys praying with me right 

there because I thought people 
would die.

“And I said, ‘I’ll go up there.’ God 
had just said, ‘Go stand in the gap.’

Those were not just any words. 
They are found in the Bible.

“I was like, ‘What would I do in 
the gap?’” Coffee recalled think-
ing. “There’s a crutch below me. 
Stand in, stand as big as I can.”

The reply to Coffee’s appearance 
in the gap—supplied by Officer Lila 
Morris—was a heavy swing of the 
wooden club. The first blow struck 
Coffee on the left elbow. He tried 
to block her second swipe, which 
missed. He was then sprayed in 

the face with pepper gel.
Morris then inexplicably turned 

her fury on the motionless Boy-
land, striking her in the ribs once 
and twice in the head.

Coffee bent down and picked up 
the crutch. He raised it over his 
head like a scepter. After several 
seconds, he drew it down and held 
it like a plow at waist level.

Coffee then surged forward with 
what one bystander said seemed 
like superhuman strength. He 
pushed the front line of police 
back into the tunnel several feet. 
Coffee didn’t realize it until long 
after, but as he moved the police 
backward, several men pulled Boy-
land down the steps out of harm’s 
way. They were clear of the fray 
and started CPR.

Protecting a Dying 
Woman—Again
This was the second time in his 
life that Coffee’s actions were 
an attempt to protect a woman 
from death. On Jan. 6, 2021, it was 
a stranger named Rosanne. On 
Nov. 5, 2006, it was the woman 
he intended to marry.

Coffee and 22-year-old Sarah 
Elizabeth Toon spent the evening 
at a birthday party at Avalon, a 
famous nightclub in Hollywood.

It was a special night for them, 
too. They were a handsome cou-
ple. She was 5 foot 7 inches and 
wore a black dress with black leg-
gings and new high-heel shoes. 
He stood 1 inch taller. That night 
he wore jeans, cowboy boots, and 
a chambray shirt with pearl-cov-
ered snaps.

He brought her flowers and gave 
her a long love letter. They 

Protesters on 
the west end of 
the U.S. Capitol 
grounds in 
Washington on 
Jan. 6, 2021. 

Footage shows protesters 
begging police to help 
Boyland well before Coffee 
entered the scene. Not only 
were their pleas ignored, 
but police shoved several of 
them on top of Boyland.

(Far Left) Luke 
Coffee begs the 
crowd to stop 
and pray as 
rescuers attempt 
to extract people 
crushed in a 
stampede at the 
U.S. Capitol on 
Jan. 6, 2021. 
(Left) Coffee 
holds up a crutch 
as he stands 
in the breach 
between police 
and the crowd at 
the Lower West 
Terrace tunnel. 
“In the name of 
Jesus, please 
stop!” he said. 
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counted on celebrating the life 
together that they began plan-
ning the night they met 18 months 
before. She called him Luka. He 
called her Essie, a play on the first 
initials in Sarah Elizabeth.

When they first arrived at Ava-
lon, Elizabeth was adamant that 
they not spend $25 on valet park-
ing. “Luke Coffee don’t you dare 
pay that,” she told him. They could 
park behind the 101 Coffee Shop, 
one of their favorite haunts just a 
few blocks away.

Coffee was only thinking of the 
woman he intended to marry. She 
wore brand new shoes purchased 
the day before at Shoe Pavilion. He 
worried about her walking that far 
in heels, but she insisted. So they 
parked and walked under the Hol-
lywood Freeway and down Vine 
Street to the club.

After a night of music and danc-
ing, they left Avalon to walk back 
to the 101 Coffee Shop. Their steps 
were interrupted a few times as 

Elizabeth stopped to adjust the 
straps on her shoes, which kept 
slipping off her heels.

On a special night like this, it 
was easy for Coffee to look back 
to the day they met, on his 26th 
birthday in June 2005. His friends 
threw him a booze cruise on a boat 
in Marina del Ray. Elizabeth and 
her sister were invited by Coffee’s 
brother. They both had intern-
ships in Los Angeles.

It turns out Elizabeth’s parents 
had a Texas ranch that shares a 
fence line with the ranch owned 
by Coffee’s parents back home near 
Dallas. They grew up practically 
next door, at least as ranches go.

Coffee recalled being briefly 
introduced to her five years be-
fore at a Christmas party. Now he 
would get to know her, a beautiful 
woman five years his junior with 
a flashing smile and a kind heart.

‘You’re My Forever’
At the end of the night, he told 

her he planned to marry her one 
day. He was trying to break into 
the television and film industry. 
She was finishing up school at the 
University of Texas at Austin.

“I said, ‘Well, we have rest of 
summer to fall in love, then know 
you have a year left of school so 
we can fly back and forth from LA 
to Austin then after that we can 
get married,’” he recalled. “She re-
sponded with her big toothy smile 
and said, ‘OK!’ And I told her I was 
going to kiss her because it was my 
birthday after all.”

As they walked east on Frank-
lin Avenue in Hollywood Hills, 
Elizabeth had to sit down on the 
curb to adjust her shoes again. She 
pulled Coffee down to sit next to 
her, looked at him, and sudden-
ly got serious. It was 1:30 a.m.—a 
moment burned in his memory.

(Left) A Los 
Angeles traffic 
camera shows 
Luke Coffee 
some 20 feet 
in the air after 
being struck by 
a hit-and-run 
driver going at 
least 60 miles 
per hour on Nov. 
5, 2006. 

“Luka, do you know you’re my for-
ever and that I will always love you?” 
she said. “Kiss me, really kiss me.”

With that, they got up to cross 
the street. About a third of the 
way across, one of Elizabeth’s heels 
popped out of the shoe again. Wor-
ried for her safety, Coffee picked her 
up over his shoulder like a fireman. 
The last sound he remembers is her 
giggles at being picked up like a doll.

After a few steps, he saw a glint 
in the corner of his eye. It was a 
Toyota Corolla. It came out of no-
where, screaming down Franklin 
like a missile.

Patrons in the cafe heard the 
thump as the car struck the cou-
ple. Police and witnesses estimat-
ed the driver was going 60 to 80 
miles per hour at the time of im-
pact. The speed limit was 35.

Coffee hit the windshield so 

hard it almost imploded. His blood 
was smeared across the fractured 
glass. The car’s bumper came off. 
Coffee flew 15 to 20 feet in the air 
and landed on his head. He lay 
crumpled in the street with bro-
ken ribs, punctured lungs, and a 
head injury.

The impact was so severe, it 
knocked the heels off of his cow-
boy boots.

As customers came out of the 
coffee shop, they tried to comfort 
Coffee as he cried out for Elizabeth 
and gasped for air through deflat-
ed lungs. She flew 30 feet, struck 
the hood of a parked BMW, and 
tumbled another 50 feet onto the 
roadside grass.

Sarah Elizabeth Toon was dead. 
Essie was just 22. She would be for-
ever young.

In an instant, she was snatched 

from life by Manuel Erik Munera, 
a suspected drunk driver who fled 
the scene. Munera never slowed 
down or stopped to render aid to 
the couple. He was later convicted 
only of leaving the scene of an ac-
cident. He didn’t turn himself in 
to police for several days after the 
crash after abandoning his car.

Coffee was rushed to Cedars-Si-
nai Medical Center. In the emer-
gency room, he kept crying out for 
Essie. Although he was told on the 
way to the hospital that she died, 
Coffee didn’t remember it.

Coffee was devastated that his 
injuries prevented him from go-
ing home to attend Elizabeth’s fu-
neral. It was held on Nov. 10, her 
23rd birthday. “I prayed for God 
to take me. The night I found out 
I couldn’t go to her funeral, I was 
like, ‘Lord, just kill me.’”

Begging God for a Sign
As he began the long healing pro-
cess, Coffee battled emotional and 
physical scars. He suffered survi-
vor’s guilt. He begged God for a 
sign that the love of his life was 
in Heaven.

Coffee believes God answered 
his prayers.

Several of Coffee’s friends stayed 
in the room to provide emotion-
al support in the days after the 
accident.

“We prayed and I asked to see her 
or have a dream or talk to her,” Cof-
fee said. “I prayed with my three 
best friends at four in the morn-
ing that God would let me see her, 
have a dream, or talk to her and it 
would give me a purpose.”

The answer was almost imme-
diate.

Luke Coffee says 
he knows his story 
with Elizabeth 
Toon didn’t end 
with her death. 

10
CHARGES

LUKE COFFEE  
faces 10 federal 

charges, including 
six alleging he 

assaulted police 
with a deadly 

weapon, a crutch, 
which a FBI agent 

testified made 
contact with 

officers for as little 
as five seconds.
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“I had this just supernatural 
peace that just washed over me 
like a shower,” he said. “This lady 
rolls a harp into my room and 
asked if she could play. Literally, 
as we opened our eyes, ‘Could I 
play for you?’”

A visitor with a harp at 4 a.m. was 
rather unusual, but the men were 
so transfixed they thought noth-
ing of it. They listened. The music 
that came from the strings was be-
yond moving; beyond beautiful. It 
was indescribable. Coffee and his 
friends wept. As she played, they 
felt like they were in another place, 
without cares, pain, or sorrow.

The men were reeling with 
emotion as the woman finished 
her 20-minute concert and de-
parted. Later that day, they asked 
the nurse about it. She said no 
one from outside is allowed in 
the hospital until 6 a.m. Coffee’s 

(Left) Elizabeth 
Toon and Luke 
Coffee, in an 
undated photo 
before the hit-and-
run accident that 
claimed Toon’s 
life and left Coffee 
severely injured.

“There were 
piles three or 

four people 
high, lying 

horizontally.  
I was trying to 

pull people from 
there.”

Luke Coffee, producer

friends were an exception. She saw 
no woman with a harp during the 
night.

Coffee believes he had a heav-
enly visitor.

On another day, visitors became 
worried because they could not 
wake Coffee. His heart rate and 
breathing became shallow. In his 
unconscious state, he saw his Essie.

“I saw Elizabeth. It was in this 
white space and she was right in 
front of me,” Coffee said.

“That jolted me up and I started 
vomiting. I’ve got five more min-
utes left on this Dilaudid and I 
said, ‘Something’s not right.’ Then 
the machine starts beeping and I 
was like, ‘I’ve just been given an 
overdose.’”

In the months that followed, 
Coffee had time to reflect on 
everything. He felt blessed that 
Elizabeth sat down on the curb 

along Franklin Avenue and told 
him she loved him. “It’s like the 
Lord let her know He was going 
to take her,” he said. “Ten seconds 
later she was gone. I’m grateful He 
gave me that gift.”

In January 2008, Coffee testi-
fied at the trial of Munera, whose 
charges were reduced to leaving 
the scene of an accident. Coffee be-
lieves it was vehicular homicide. 
The judge in the case denounced 
Munera as a liar and said he was 
frustrated he could only sentence 
him to 180 days in jail. Munera 
ended up only serving 45 days.

“It is the court’s belief that his 
conduct in this case is egregious, 
that he hit two human beings, did 
not brake, kept going,” the judge 
said at sentencing. He said Munera 
was “just totally, completely lying” 
when he testified he didn’t know 
he’d hit anyone.

Luke Coffee of 
Dallas said God 
placed him at 
the Lower West 
Terrace Tunnel of 
the U.S. Capitol on 
Jan. 6, 2021. 

Luke Coffee 
inside the rural 
Texas church 
where Elizabeth 
Toon wanted to 
be married. She 
is buried in the 
church cemetery. 

“He was aware that he hit some 
people,” the judge said. “He made 
efforts after that to cover up. 
He drove a couple of blocks. He 
pulled the car over. He called his 
girlfriend to come pick him up.”

Coffee and Elizabeth’s parents 
made victim-impact statements 
at the sentencing hearing. To the 
judge’s amazement, they said that 
they forgive Munera for what he did.

“I just sit here in complete and 
total admiration for the Toon 
family and the courage and for-
giveness that they have shown, 
and the absolute character that 
they have as a family,” the judge 
said. “This is something that the 
court is not used to seeing.”

Life went on after the tragedy. 
Coffee continued his career in 
film and television. He’s proba-
bly most recognized for starring 
in a 2011 episode of Friday Night 

Lights on NBC. He has worked in 
film production in Hollywood 
and with Coffee Productions, his 
Texas-based film company.

Coffee has worked for years on 
Texas Angel, a film about his life 
with Elizabeth. Production and 
funding were interrupted by the 
COVID-19 pandemic, but Coffee 
is intent on finishing the film as 
a tribute to Essie.

“She was my biggest cheerlead-
er on Earth. And that’s what’s kept 
me going ... I’ve never married,” 
Coffee said. “If I die tomorrow, she 
has been the love of my life, and 
she led me back to the Lord.”

Violence at the Capitol
All of that seemed far away back on 
the Lower West Terrace of the Cap-
itol, where Coffee found himself in 
the thick of unrest after Boyland 
was dragged into the building by 
police. Coffee grabbed a mega-
phone and implored the crowd to 
act peacefully.

“They will use this against us,” he 
told the crowd.

Sometime after 5 p.m., more po-
lice arrived at the Lower West Ter-
race. The crowd began to disperse 
after President Donald Trump re-
leased a video telling everyone to 
go home, Coffee said.

“They brought in a bunch of back-
ups, like full riot-gear cops,” he said. 
“They were just pushing everybody, 
violently pushing people who were 
trying to leave. It was nuts.”

Police began firing tear gas can-
isters into the crowd. One landed 
directly at Coffee’s feet.

“They started shooting that 
chemical gas and they hit one right 
by me,” he said. “I couldn’t go 
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anywhere. I just collapsed. Patri-
ots carried me out, I passed out. I 
thought I was going to die.”

When Coffee got back to Dal-
las, the attacks started. His film 
production business dried up. He 
was harassed and condemned on 
social media. He agreed to an in-
terview with a Texas-based mag-
azine. The subsequent article said 
he “lived in luxury while hiding 
from the FBI.” The finger-wagging 
story amplified the narrative from 
The New York Times that Coffee 
prevented police from helping 
Boyland, who lay unconscious 
near his left foot, “if they were 
able to notice her at all.”

Bodycam footage from numer-
ous police officers and open-source 
cellphone video footage show pro-
testers begged police to help Boy-
land well before Coffee entered the 
scene. Not only were their pleas 
ignored, police shoved several of 
them on top of Boyland.

Coffee faces 10 federal charges, 
including six alleging he assault-
ed police with a deadly weapon 
(the crutch). The FBI agent who 

testified at his preliminary hear-
ing said Coffee appeared to be 
acting as a peacemaker and was 
separating protesters from police 
officers. When he held the crutch 
at waist level, it made contact with 
officers for as little as five seconds, 
the agent said.

The FBI agent testified that Cof-
fee responded immediately when 
he contacted him on Jan. 13, 2021. 
Coffee was told at the time he 
wasn’t a suspect. Despite the nar-
rative that he was hiding from 
the FBI, the agent said he spoke 
to Coffee at least seven times in 
February 2021.

Although there were informal 
discussions about plea agree-
ments that could have involved 
four or five years in prison, Cof-
fee plans to go to trial and is busy 
raising funds for his defense. He 
said he’s not political, not an in-
surrectionist or a rioter. He said 
he felt called to go that day, and 
isn’t in any way a criminal.

Coffee said he now understands 
something he believes God put in 
his heart some six months before 
Jan. 6, 2021. He was warned about 
deceptions being unmasked, 
and warned he would be taken 
through a storm. Alas, this isn’t 
his first rodeo.

A Texas Angel
Coffee still visits Elizabeth’s grave 
at St. Olaf Cemetery near Cranfills 
Gap, Texas. Just across the mead-
ow is the old St. Olaf church, now 
known as Rock Church. A couple 
of months before the fatal acci-
dent, Coffee and Elizabeth dis-
cussed plans to be married at 
the charming country church, 

followed by a reception at her 
parents’ ranch with entertain-
ment by country music artists 
Jack Ingram and Pat Green.

Months after the funeral he was 
unable to attend, Coffee visited 
Elizabeth’s grave for the first time. 
The soil had noticeably settled. 
He brought a wheelbarrow out 
with a load of dirt and trekked 
back and forth some five times. 
It was his corporal act of mercy. 
Something that just involved the 
two of them. Together.

As he finished that day, a storm 
rolled in and soaked Coffee to the 
skin as he sat at the edge of the grave.

This peaceful place is good for 
reflection. Coffee often pulls his 
truck up close enough to hear 
the stereo that booms out some 
of their favorite songs. George 
Strait brings comfort with “You’ll 
Be There,” a song Elizabeth sang on 
video during one trip from Texas 
to Los Angeles.

Maybe the most impactful, 
though, is “Texas Angel,” which 
touched Coffee so much he used it 
as the title of the film he is making 
about Elizabeth.

So won’t you smile for me
my Texas angel
It’ll be alright
Just lay your head beside me
And dream of me tonight
And I promise I’ll watch over you
‘Til the morning light

Coffee believes God led him 
through the storm. He knows 
there will be more. He said he’s 
ready to go wherever he is called.

“I don’t fear anything,” Coffee 
said. “I’m just ready to be, I just 
want to be used by the Lord.” 

The final resting place 
of Sarah Elizabeth Toon 
at St. Olaf Cemetery near 
Cranfills Gap, Texas. 
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Over 50 Biden Administration Employees Involved in Social 
Media Censorship Push: Documents

A person holds a smart phone 
displaying social media app icons.

PHOTO BY NOPPARAT KHOKTHONG/SHUTTERSTOCK
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The Week

MOR E T H A N 5 0 OF F IC I A L S I N T H E B I DE N adminis-
tration, across a dozen agencies, have been involved in efforts 
to pressure Big Tech to stop alleged misinformation, according 
to documents released on Aug. 31.

Senior officials in the U.S. government, including White 
House lawyer Dana Remus, deputy assistant to the president 

Rob Flaherty, and one-time White House senior COVID-19 
adviser Andy Slavitt, have been in touch with one or more major 
social media companies about tightening rules on allegedly 
false and misleading information on COVID-19, and about 
taking action against users who are deemed to have violated 
those rules, the documents show.



33%
of Americans expect the 

IRS to use its 87,000 new 
agents to audit middle-

class Americans and small 
businesses, according to a 
Convention of States Action 

and Trafalgar Group poll.

“It’s just punitive unnecessarily 
to fire health care workers that 
were last year’s heroes,  
and now they’re this  
year’s zeros.”

“We have seen 
increases when 

there are no 
consequences.”

30 COMPANIES — that conduct business with the state of California have contributed $1.6 
million to Gov. Gavin Newsom’s gubernatorial campaigns and received more than $5 billion in contracts 

with the state government, according to OpenTheBooks.com.

Raul Ortiz, chief, Border Patrol, on the lack of legal 
repercussions for those who cross the U.S.–Mexico 

border illegally, under the Biden administration.

Adam Hardage, military veteran and entrepreneur,  
on COVID-19 vaccine mandates
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California Gov. Gavin 
Newsom has awarded 

$694 million in funding 
toward 2,500 new 
homeless housing 

projects statewide. 
California leads the nation 
with more than 161,000 

people on the streets.

The fall in the elevation 
of the Colorado River 

Basin since last year is 
threatening hydropower 

generation and the 
municipal water needs 

of 40 million Americans.

40
MILLION

MILLION
$694

Company payrolls in 
the U.S. private sector 
grew by only 132,000 in 
August, a major decline 
from the 268,000 new jobs 
in July, according to payroll 
processing firm ADP.

132,000 JOBS

The Week in Short US
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TARIFFS THAT HAD been placed 
on Chinese imports by President 
Donald Trump have pulled in more 
than $150 billion over the past 50 
months, according to data from 
Customs and Border Protection.

Trump imposed the tariffs on 
$350 billion worth of imports in 
2018 and 2019 in retaliation for 
China’s abusive trade practices, 
including throttling American 
companies’ access to Chinese 
markets, forced technology 
transfer, theft of U.S. intellectual 
property, and currency 
manipulation.

A Border Patrol agent, who has a U.S. flag tattoo honoring his father, checks the 
documents of illegal immigrants in Yuma, Ariz., on May 20.

Shipping containers sit at the Port of Oakland in 
California on July 21.

A NEW LY OBTAINED document outlines the Biden administration’s plan to 
give identification cards to illegal immigrants.

The document, obtained by The Epoch Times, describes how a pilot program 
called the “ICE Secure Docket Card” would give some illegal aliens a photo ID card 
with counterfeit-resistant security features and a quick response (QR) code.

The card would replace “the current ad-hoc system” and could save Immigra-
tion and Customs Enforcement time and resources by enabling officials to more 
quickly verify an illegal immigrant’s status and help immigrants make it to court 
hearings, according to the document.

The Week in Short US

Top GOP Senator 
Responds After 
Top FBI Agent 
Reportedly 
Resigns

Trial Data for 
Newly Authorized 
COVID-19 Boosters 
Based on Mice,  
Not Humans

VACCINES

ILLEGAL IMMIGRATION

US–CHINA

REPUBLICANS

Trump’s China Tariffs Yield $150 Billion

Document Outlines Biden Administration’s 
Plan to Give IDs to Illegal Immigrants

SEN. CHUCK GR ASSLEY (R-Iowa) 
on Aug. 30 responded to reports 
that a high-ranking FBI agent, Tim-
othy Thibault, had resigned from 
the bureau.

Anonymous sources within the 
FBI told corporate news outlets that 
Thibault, the FBI assistant special 
agent in charge, no longer works 
for the law enforcement agency. 

Grassley, whose letters to the 
FBI’s leadership repeatedly ref-
erenced alleged political bias on 
behalf of Thibault, said the agent 
“undermined the work and reputa-
tion of the FBI” and cast “a shadow 
over all the bureau’s work that he 
was involved in,” according to a 
statement from the senator’s office.

THE PR ECLINICAL TR IAL data 
for just-authorized COVID-19 
booster shots were based on mice, 
not humans, because U.S. author-
ities believed waiting for human 
trial data would have made the 
updated boosters outdated.

The data for Pfizer’s booster 
were based on only eight mice, 
Pfizer scientists told the Food and 
Drug Administration’s vaccine 
advisory panel in June. The data 
for Moderna’s booster were based 
on 16 to 20 mice, some of which 
received the original booster, 
according to a presentation slated 
to be delivered to the Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention’s 
advisory panel on Sept. 1.
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THE SOLOMON ISL ANDS has received the U.S. Navy hospital ship Mercy 
during its inaugural visit to the island, despite earlier rejecting a scheduled 
port call from a U.S. Coast Guard vessel, the Oliver Henry.

On Aug. 31, the Solomons government released a statement saying Prime Minister 
Manasseh Sogavare spoke at the welcoming ceremony for the Mercy.

The hospital ship is one of the largest vessels to visit the Pacific nation and will 
provide extensive medical services to civilians of the Solomons with more than 
1,000 dental services and 70 surgeries.

The Week in Short World

Woman Gets 45 
Years in Prison 
for Sharing 
Opinions Online

Military personnel stand aboard the USNS hospital ship Mercy docked in the Port of Los 
Angeles on April 15, 2020.  

SAUDI ARABIA

PACIFIC ISLANDS

Solomons Accepts US Medical Ship Visit 
After Rejecting Coast Guard Vessel

New Zealand’s 
Major Parties 
Caught Up 
in Political 
Donation Scandal

Mikhail Gorbachev, Final Soviet Leader, 
Dies at Age 91

OCEANIA

EUROPE

THE TWO M AJOR PARTIES of 
New Zealand, the National Party 
and the Labour Party, are em-
broiled in a political donation 
fraud scandal, after it was revealed 
that seven people were involved 
in making illegal and deceptive 
donations to both parties.

One case focuses on two $100,000 
(US$60,000) donations to the 
Nationals in 2017 and 2018, and 
another on an allegedly sham Labour 
art auction where five paintings were 
bought for $60,000 (US$37,000).

Parties must report details of all 
political donations over$15,000 
(US$9,000) in New Zealand, but the 
donations in question were split 
among numerous fake donors to 
bypass the disclosure limit.

FOR MER SOVIET leader Mikhail 
Gorbachev, the final president of 
the communist country, has died 
at age 91, according to a statement 
from the Central Clinical Hospital 
in Moscow.

The nature of the illness wasn’t 
disclosed.

Gorbachev spent decades 
working up the ranks of the Soviet 
Communist Party, becoming the 
country’s leader in 1985 when he 
was selected as the party’s general 
secretary.

A SAUDI AR ABIAN woman has 
been sentenced to almost half a 
century in prison for sharing her 
opinions online, a human rights 
organization has reported.

Nourah bint Saeed al-Qahtani 
was sentenced to 45 years in 
prison by the Appellate Division 
of the Specialized Criminal Court 
in Saudi Arabia, according to 
Democracy for the Arab World Now 
(DAWN), citing court documents.

The woman, whose age isn’t 
known, was sentenced for 
“breaking the social fabric in the 
Kingdom” by criticizing Saudi 
rulers and for “producing, and 
storing of materials impinging on 
public order and religious values,” 
according to DAWN.
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The Week in Short World

Mikhail Gorbachev, former Soviet Communist 
Party secretary general. 

Biden’s student debt relief 
is undeniably a vote-buying 

operation. 84
Its sources of revenue likely will not 

materialize as expected. 86

“Spend now, deal with the 
consequences later” is the 

worst policy. 88

President Joe Biden delivers 
remarks in Upper Marlboro, 

Md., on Feb. 4. Biden’s 
student debt relief scheme is 
a vote-purchasing operation, 

Thomas McArdle writes.

P O L I T I C S  •  E C O N O M Y  •  O P I N I O N  T H A T  M A T T E R S Week 35

Perspectives

WASHINGTON’S FLAWED NEW 
LAW—PART 2

SOLUTION OF FIRST RESORTREVERSE ROBIN HOOD

INSIDE

PHOTO BY CHIP SOMODEVILLA/GETTY IMAGES
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THOMAS MCARDLE was a 
White House speechwriter for 
President George W. Bush and 
writes for IssuesInsights.com. Thomas McArdle
Reverse Robin Hood
Biden’s student debt relief is undeniably a vote-buying operation

This is Robin Hood in 
reverse, an anti-Robin 
Hood who moonlights 
as an arsonist bent on 
burning and devaluing 
whatever cash the 
poor have left after his 
raid is complete.

The democratic party 
has finally confirmed 
beyond any further de-
bate that it’s the party 
of the rich.

Democrats already insulted the 
intelligence of the American people 
with an inflationary tax-and-spend 
monstrosity they had the audacity 
and mendacity to call the “Inflation 
Reduction Act,” which the geniuses at 
National Public Radio say removes “a 
grand total of $660-ish billion out of 
the economy over the next 10 years, 
which is good to fight inflation.”

Imagine how low inflation would be 
if we shut down the whole economy! 
Stick around; we might live to see it.

But the all-year-long historically 
unpopular President Joe Biden, whom 
we’re told is now “winning,” followed 
this outrage with the announcement 
last week that he’s unilaterally–and 
constitutionally dubiously–taking 
hundreds of billions of taxpayer dol-
lars from hard-working Joe Sixpack 
deplorables to pay off the student 
debt of the smart elites who had the 
sense to go to college, grad school, law 
school, and medical school and who 
vote for Democrats, then realize only 
a sucker would pay his student loan 
balances off. In so doing, Democrats 
hope that the working class’s money 
will motivate the moneyed class to 
give thanks to the almighty govern-
ment and vote for the party of the 
ever-providing teat this November in 
the mid-terms.

The lies are shameless. Education Sec-
retary Miguel Cardona’s credibility is 
non-existent; as public schools gradu-
ate illiterates en masse, he believes that 
there’s an “overreliance on tests” and 
wants “NEA [public school teachers 
union] members at the table from the 
beginning to guide the work on assess-
ments.” Now, Cardona is telling us that 
the Inflation Reduction Act and Biden’s 
student loan bailout together “really 

cancels itself out ... it offsets each other 
in terms of inflation.”

Let’s see if we’ve got this right. Hav-
ing Washington spend $433 billion 
and increase taxes by $739 billion, 
enforced by 87,000 intrusive new IRS 
agents, will be offset by having the 
federal government spend as much as 
$600 billion taking on student debt 
that the students promised to repay. 
Government spending, artificially 
super-sized consumer spending that 
bloats demand above and beyond 
supply—are we now being told that 
these things no longer exacerbate 
inflation? Did some fearless Galileo, 
unknown until this month, appear 
on the scene and overturn a defec-
tive Ptolemaic misconception of the 
economic universe?

Former President Bill Clinton’s Trea-
sury secretary and former President 
Barack Obama’s National Economic 
Council chief Larry Summers doesn’t 
think so, fearfully writing on Twitter: 
“Student loan debt relief is spending 
that raises demand and increases 
inflation. It consumes resources that 
could be better used helping those 
who did not, for whatever reason, 
have the chance to attend college. It 
will also tend to be inflationary by 
raising tuitions.”

Of course, colleges are going to 
surge their costs in reaction to what 
amounts to a massive federal subsidy 
for the purchase of their increasingly 

questionable wares—one result being 
less accessibility to college for those 
in more modest income families, 
the very antithesis of the American 
Dream. Another consequence will be 
the further division between blue and 
red voters, the elites and the deplor-
ables, Mark Zuckerberg’s Meta-heads 
and Donald Trump’s MAGA voters.

Harvard’s Jason Furman, who was 
Obama’s Council of Economic Advis-
ers chairman, isn’t buying the snake 
oil either.

“Pouring roughly half trillion dollars 
of gasoline on the inflationary fire that 
is already burning is reckless,” Furman 
wrote on Twitter, as he methodically 
debunked the series of erroneous 
claims in the White House “fact sheet” 
on the debt forgiveness plan.

This is Robin Hood in reverse, an 
anti-Robin Hood who moonlights as an 
arsonist bent on burning and devaluing 
whatever cash the poor have left after 
his raid is complete. That Biden’s scheme 
is a vote-purchasing operation is un-
deniable; those with advanced degrees 
overwhelmingly vote for Democrats.

Still, it leads one to wonder whether 
the real mission of the Democratic Par-
ty is to propel us into a grave economic 
national emergency, perhaps a global 
one. When eminent left-of-center econ-
omists such as Summers and Furman 
have no doubt that Biden is toying 
with an inflation powder keg, when the 
White House and most congressional 
Democrats seem buoyed by the south-
ern border being an international joke 
and a national security threat, and 
when they seem oblivious to Chinese 
and Russian expansionism and Iranian 
nuclear arms ambitions, maybe their 
wish is that in an all-out calamity, 
voters will see Big Government as the 
only thing to turn to.

After all, as thuggish ex-Chicago May-
or Rahm Emanuel quipped: “You never 
want a serious crisis to go to waste.”

All the better if you can cause one.

ANDERS CORR is a principal at Corr 
Analytics Inc., publisher of the Journal 
of Political Risk. He is an expert in 
political science and government. Anders Corr 
China’s Mortgage Revolt
Property developers default and mortgage boycotts could broaden to tax revolts

Investors already 
expect $130 billion 
worth of losses on $200 
billion worth of dollar-
denominated bonds in 
China’s property sector.

Something rare is hap-
pening in China. Protests 
and boycotts are expanding.

Not for democracy, exact-
ly, as in 1989 in Tiananmen 

Square and up to 2020 in Hong Kong. 
The protests today—from Beijing 
to Guangxi and recently in Hong 
Kong—are outwardly against prop-
erty developers who absconded with 
down payments, never to deliver the 
promised apartments. These homes 
now exist as vacant windows—seen 
but inaccessible to the families who 
bought them—in lifeless gray hulks 
that lack the living pulse of electricity, 
water, elevators, and neighbors.

Yet, those who lost their down 
payments in ghost apartments that 
string together into ghost cities are 
required to pay their monthly ghost 
mortgages. The response is a revolt 
with “mortgage boycotts” spreading 
throughout China.

The dissent has a deeper political res-
onance because it directly results from 
Xi Jinping’s failed economic policies, 
and Xi today seeks an unprecedented 
third term as general secretary of the 
Chinese Communist Party (CCP).

In 2020, Xi’s regime issued “three 
red lines” against the ballooning debts 
of property developers, which limited 
access to capital for the most indebted, 
resulting in a wave of bond defaults. 
Developers had no money to continue 
construction on buildings for which 
buyers were already paying.

Potential new homebuyers have tak-
en notice and are wisely waiting to buy 
new unbuilt homes that may never get 
finished. Demand is also lower for new 
homes because of a slowing economy 
from COVID-19 lockdowns. In a highly 
leveraged industry, all of that con-
strains developer revenue and risks 
further defaults.

Without a government bailout, 
the sector will likely suffer for 
years—or collapse.

Investors already expect $130 bil-
lion worth of losses on $200 billion 
worth of dollar-denominated bonds 
in China’s property sector. Of 500 
outstanding bonds issued by China’s 
developers, two-thirds are in the dis-
tressed-debt territory, due to trading at 
less than 70 cents on the dollar. Some 
bonds for hundreds of millions of dol-
lars, including those of the near-bank-
rupt China Evergrande mega-develop-
er, are trading at just 9 or 10 percent 
of their face value, implying a high 
probability of default.

Incremental measures by Beijing, 
such as the cut to mortgage rates to 4.3 
percent from 4.45 percent on Aug. 22, 
and the prior week’s decrease in the 
medium-term lending rate for one-
year loans to 2.75 percent from 2.85 
percent, will have little effect and risk 
increasing inflation.

Moody’s Investor Service expects 
defaults in the sector to continue 
throughout 2022 because a strength-
ening dollar is making it harder for 
China’s developers to pay their dol-
lar-denominated loans.

This has broad implications for 
more sectors, as approximately 30 
percent of China’s economy is in the 
property sector and in debt to the fi-
nancial sector. That means the entire 
economy is spinning toward crisis.

Added to China’s economic stress-
ors are an equity valuation bub-
ble and a severe drought that, in 
some places, is the worst since 1865, 
when data were first collected. The 
drought has slowed or closed facto-

ries such as Tesla and Toyota.
Xi is increasing China’s greenhouse 

gas emissions until 2030 in an attempt 
to compete economically with the 
United States and Europe, which could 
make droughts and other environ-
mental impacts more likely.

Other indicators of increasing eco-
nomic stress in China are laws in the 
United States that require the delisting 
of Chinese companies for failure to 
comply with auditing rules, as well as 
warnings from institutional investors 
that China is near-uninvestable. Inves-
tor confidence is decreasing, in part, 
because of Beijing’s territorial expan-
sionism in places such as Taiwan.

On Aug. 25, the founder of Huawei, 
China’s largest company, warned 
his employees about years of hard 
times ahead. Consumer and factory 
activity is down in China, and youth 
unemployment is at a record high of 
19.9 percent.

The effects of Xi’s failed economic 
policies are interrelated and multipli-
cative, and decrease the government 
revenues necessary for a property 
sector bailout.

As regular citizens suffer the 
consequences, dissent and mortgage 
boycotts could increase to rent and tax 
boycotts. About 200 million people 
rent homes in China.

Expanding protests demonstrate 
Xi’s mistakes in biting off more than 
he can chew, not only economically, 
but in the pandemic response and by 
running an aggressive military and 
foreign policy.

While the protests are nominally 
against property developers, their 
broader portent is against Xi himself, 
as well as the CCP. If protests expand 
further, they could bring down the 
regime in Beijing—which is why its 
survival depends upon restarting 
stalled development projects and 
scrubbing the internet of calls for 
more protests.
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Its sources of revenue likely will not materialize as expected

MILTON EZRATI  is chief economist 
for Vested, a contributing editor at The 
National Interest, and author of  “Thirty 
Tomorrows” and “Bite-Sized Investing.” Milton Ezrati
Washington’s Flawed New Law—Part 2

It’s a bit of a stretch 
to claim additional 
revenue by repealing an 
expense that never was.  

This a rticl e is the 
second of a three-part 
series on the problems 
with the recently passed 
Inflation Reduction Act 

(IRA). The first in this series intro-
duced the act and took up its focus 
on Washington’s preferred green 
initiatives.

This second part will take up the 
revenue sources that the law dubi-
ously claims will more than pay for 
all the legislation’s spending. These 
details will better explain why the 
Penn-Wharton Budget Model and the 
Congressional Budget Office (CBO) 
independently concluded that the leg-
islation would do little to narrow the 
federal government’s budget deficit.

To pay for all its lavish spending 
plans, this law includes five revenue 
provisions. The largest of these is 
a repeal of a Trump-era rule that 
would have rebated discounts of-
fered by drugmakers. The legislation 
suggests that this repeal would net 
the government almost $230 billion 
in additional revenue over five 
years, almost one-third of the total 
revenue haul envisioned in the law. 
The problem is that these rebates 
never went into effect. They were 
postponed several times and even 
faced a court challenge.

It’s a bit of a stretch to claim 
additional revenue by repealing an 
expense that never was.

The second largest source of reve-
nue is the imposition of a 15 percent 
alternative minimum tax (AMT) on 
corporations. The bill expects this 
AMT to raise just under $200 billion 
over five years. It aims at firms that 
pay less than the statutory 21 percent 
largely because they do a lot of capi-
tal spending. And under the current 
law, they can write these expenses 
and the depreciation of facilities 
against their earnings. The legisla-
tion stipulates that the rule will only 

apply to corporations with $1 billion 
or more in profits. It will make 
this AMT applicable to a U.S. firm’s 
pro-rata share of earnings from a 
foreign operation after considering 
foreign taxes. The law will allow 
some past AMT payments to count 
against future tax liabilities.

A third IRA revenue source comes 
from imposing limits on noncorpo-
rate loss extensions. The law suggests 
that this change will net an additional 
$65 billion over five years.

Although these measures seem 
straightforward enough on the 
surface, their application will 
impose complexities that raise 
questions about how much revenue 
they will raise. To some extent, 
these complexities prompted the 
Penn-Wharton Budget Model and 
the CBO to question the revenue 
estimate included in the legisla-
tion. But there are more significant 
economic ramifications than just a 
dispute over calculations.

The complexity added to the tax 
code will certainly favor large firms, 
which can afford well-staffed ac-
counting departments, over smaller 
firms that can’t. The IRA will thus fur-
ther the drift in U.S. industry toward 
the domination of fewer giant compa-
nies. And though the legislation—by 
stipulating that the minimum only 
applies to corporations with $1 billion 
or more in profits—would seem to 
burden only large companies, the fail-
ure to index this cutoff to inflation 
means that it will apply to more and 
more corporations over time.

Perhaps more significantly, the IRA’s 

implicit limit on the tax advantages 
of capital spending will discourage 
spending from improving and en-
larging productive facilities generally 
and, in so doing, slow growth in the 
economy’s productive potential. That 
has implications for job growth, and 
limiting supply will also increase the 
tendency toward inflation.

The fourth revenue enhancer in the 
legislation, a 1 percent levy on share 
repurchases, is expected to net some 
$78 billion in additional revenue over 
five years. It seems likely, however, 
that the revenue gain will fall short 
of this figure, as corporate manage-
ments would use alternative ways 
to compensate shareholders rather 
than pay the tax. Regular quarterly or 
special dividend payouts might serve 
as stock splits since they tend to raise 
the value of holdings.

The most suspect part of the plan 
is the claim that spending some $80 
billion to hire some 87,000 new IRS 
enforcement agents will more than 
pay for itself and raise $124 billion in 
additional revenue over five years. 
While insulting to the honesty of 
the average American and threaten-
ing to bully many people, the claim 
also has a risible quality. It’s remi-
niscent of countless past claims that 
deficits will shrink by eliminating 
“waste and fraud.”

These proposals have surfaced so 
many times in the past and have so 
consistently failed to do what was 
claimed for them that the phrase 
and its repeated claims have be-
come a joke.

These five revenue enhancers will 
undoubtedly raise more money for 
Washington than would otherwise 
be the case. The question is whether 
they will raise enough to pay for the 
law’s huge, planned outlays, much 
less enough to close deficits, too. Both 
the Penn-Wharton Budget Model and 
the CBO are reasonably skeptical.

Andrew Moran
Commodities Market Heats Up Again
Heat and drought could diminish yields for many crops, including wheat

Other key coffee-growing 
markets have struggled 
to offset the potential 
decline in Brazil. 
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ANDREW MORAN has been writing about 
business, economics, and finance for more 
than a decade. He is the author of "The War 
on Cash."

T he global commodi-
ties market—from coffee 
to corn to crude oil—is 
heating up again, which 
could spell bad news for 

public policymakers and consumers 
in the fight against inflation.

Coffee surged about 13 percent last 
week, rising to a near three-month 
high of $2.40 per pound on the U.S. ICE 
Futures Exchange. Year to date, the agri-
cultural commodity is up 6 percent.

Investors are concerned that drought 
conditions in Brazil could reduce coffee 
yields and impact international sup-
plies. In Minas Gerais, which produces 
nearly one-third of the nation’s arabica 
crop, there was no rain last week. Weath-
er experts warn that below-average 
rainfall could linger for the rest of 2022.

Other key coffee-growing markets 
have struggled to offset the potential 
decline in Brazil. Vietnam’s coffee 
exports, for example, tumbled 17.1 
percent, to 113,852 tons, while Colom-
bia’s production dropped 22 percent, to 
944,000 bags.

Shortage worries have sent corn 
prices nearly 7 percent higher recently, 
lifting their year-to-date rally to above 
10 percent.

Weather challenges in the Northern 
Hemisphere have weighed on the com-
modities market, including corn. Severe 
droughts in the United States, Europe, 
and China are adding to price pressures.

According to the Department of 
Agriculture (USDA), 55 percent of the 
domestic corn crop was rated in good 
to excellent condition. That’s down 5 
percent from the same time a year ago.

Heat and drought could diminish 
yields for many crops, such as soybeans 
and wheat, in the next USDA agricultur-
al update, says Phil Flynn of “The Ener-
gy Report,” a daily market commentary.

“This comes at a time when the world 
looked to the U.S. farmer to provide 
a buffer to offset the risk of supply 
loss from war-challenged Russia and 

Ukraine,” he writes.
Overall, investment funds that 

concentrate on agriculture have seen 
notable increases. Over the last month, 
for example, the Invesco DB Agriculture 
Fund, which maintains exposure in 
coffee, corn, soybean, and sugar futures, 
has advanced more than 5 percent.

West Texas Intermediate crude oil 
prices jumped nearly 5 percent last 
week, climbing above $94 a barrel on 
the New York Mercantile Exchange 
(NYMEX). Brent, the international 
benchmark for oil prices, topped $100 
on London’s ICE Futures Exchange.

Despite global demand concerns 
erasing post-invasion oil gains, supply 
worries have revived crude prices.

Abdulaziz bin Salman Al Saud, Saudi 
Arabia’s energy minister, hinted that 
OPEC countries plus non-OPEC produc-
ers (OPEC+) could cut output to support 
prices as the paper and physical oil 
markets had become “disconnected” 
and “schizophrenic.” OPEC President 
Bruno Jean-Richard Itoua backed the 
potential reduction, telling The Wall 

Street Journal that the alliance could 
choose to pump less.

Market analysts had anticipated 
OPEC would consider this move fol-
lowing its 2023 outlook that forecasts 
slower demand amid a global econom-
ic slowdown.

But any OPEC decision to lower out-
put might depend on the geopolitical 
situation and a nuclear deal between 
Iran and the West. If a new nuclear 
agreement is resuscitated, Tehran will 
inject global energy markets with an 
estimated 1.1 million barrels per day.

Meanwhile, the Energy Information 
Administration (EIA) recently report-
ed its second straight week of a U.S. 
supply drawdown. In the week ended 
Aug. 19, domestic crude inventories de-
clined by 3.282 million barrels, higher 
than the market estimate of a 933,000 
barrel decrease.

Gasoline stocks slipped by 27,000 
barrels, while production tumbled by 
536,000 barrels. Demand fell to 8.434 
million barrels, down from 9.348 mil-
lion barrels in the previous week.

Natural gas prices touched $10 per 
million British thermal units in intra-
day trading last week for the first time 
in 14 years. The so-called bridge fuel is 
now firmly above $9 on the NYMEX, 
with investors taking profits.

U.S. supplies have been holding 
steady this summer, climbing another 
60 billion cubic feet last week, accord-
ing to the EIA’s weekly storage report. 
However, EIA data also confirmed that 
domestic electricity generation from 
natural gas reached an all-time high in 
the middle of July. As a result, demand 
will keep supply levels tight.

The global commodities market is 
soaring again, potentially keeping the 
consumer price index elevated for the 
remainder of the year. Meanwhile, the 
White House is confident that inflation 
will ease to 2.8 percent next year. The 
global financial markets might chal-
lenge that level of optimism.
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DANIEL LACALLE is chief economist at 
hedge fund Tressis and author of “Freedom 
or Equality,” “Escape from the Central Bank 
Trap,” and “Life in the Financial Markets.” Daniel Lacalle
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Solution of First Resort
‘Spend now, deal with the consequences later’ is the worst policy

When you give 
extraordinary powers 
to a government based 
on the idea that stealing 
from the rich is valid, 
you’re giving power to 
politicians to steal from 
you, as well.

G overnments and 
central banks have 
become the lender of 
first resort instead of 
last resort, and that’s 

immensely dangerous. Global debt 
soars, inflation creeps in, and many of 
the so-called supply chain disruptions 
are the result of zombification after 
years of subsidizing low productivity 
and penalizing high productivity 
with increased taxes.

There are many reasons why 
nations shouldn’t “spend now and 
deal with the consequences later.” 
First, the spending is made by poli-
ticians who won’t be held account-
able for the malinvestment and 
unwise outlay decisions. Further-
more, the cost will always be paid 
by taxpayers and businesses.

Think about the irony of promot-
ing an “Inflation Reduction Act” 
that means spending more and 
monetizing more debt. But it’s even 
more ironic to launch the Inflation 
Reduction Act after creating massive 
inflation with multitrillion-dollar 
stimulus plans and central bank 
balance sheet expansion. The govern-
ment presents itself as the solution to 
the problems it creates and passes the 
bill twice to taxpayers.

Second, governments are ex-
tremely bad at picking winners but 
even worse at picking losers. Policy 
nudging, subsidies, and grants are 
often aimed at obsolete or politically 
favored sectors, which, in turn, leads 
to the rise in zombie companies. 
Government spending to “save” busi-
nesses tends to support those who 
are already highly indebted and with 
relevant challenges to paying their 
debts. This is bad, but picking losers 
is even worse. The world wouldn’t 
have a food and energy crisis because 
of a disruption from countries that 
account for less than 10 percent of 
supply if regulation and laws hadn’t 

placed enormous burdens on invest-
ment in farming, energy, and trade 
in general.

Third, the negative impact out-
weighs the positive. I remember 
a conversation in 2021 with Judy 
Shelton in which she mentioned 
how the U.S. economy would be 
stronger if it hadn’t implemented 
the stimulus plan. She was right. 
The enormous spending plans have 
created an unsurmountable struc-
tural deficit, as many programs are 
consolidated and increased, and the 
negative effect on growth, inflation, 
and real wages only a year and a 
half later is undeniable.

It’s undeniable that economies 
come out of every crisis with higher 
debt, lower growth, weaker real wage 
growth, and poorer job creation. Yet 
somehow, people think that the next 
time will be different. They said the 

same about 2020. And it was differ-
ent. You got your check and paid for 
it multiple times over with higher 
inflation and more taxes.

Critics may say that this is easy 
to say in a recovery, but how do we 
explain to citizens that governments 
should do nothing? Herein lies 
another of the tricks from interven-
tionists. We’ve grown accustomed 
to the idea that if the government 
doesn’t spend massively in a crisis, 
then it’s doing “nothing.” Enormous 
demand-side policies are essential, 
even when the problem has nothing 
to do with demand. Even worse, a  $1 
trillion plan must be followed by a $2 
trillion one or it will seem too small, 
no matter what the problem or the 
outcome is.

Why is it so dangerous to use central 
banks and governments as the lender 
and solution of first resort? Because 
their main resource to implement 
those policies is your wealth. Expropri-
ation of wealth is the other side of the 
“social policy” coin: taxes, inflation, or 
both. Some readers might think it’s a 
clever idea to expropriate the wealth of 
the rich to support the economy, but by 
now they should know that this is a lie.

When you give extraordinary powers 
to a government based on the idea that 
stealing from the rich is valid, you’re 
giving power to politicians to steal 
from you, as well. And they do. There’s 
no single example of a massive gov-
ernment spending plan financed with 
higher taxes on the rich that didn’t end 
in higher taxes for all or more inflation, 
which is a tax on the poor.

When you read “spend now, deal 
with the consequences later,” what 
you’re reading is give me your wallet, 
because you’ll deal with the credit card 
balance later.

The next time you read that dreaded 
phrase, remember: There’s nothing that 
the government gives “for free” that 
you don’t pay for one way or another.

No, Your Crypto Isn’t FDIC-Insured

Fan Yu
Voyager was asked to stop making ‘false and misleading statements’

FAN YU is an expert in finance and 
economics and has contributed analyses 
on China’s economy since 2015.
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hen canadian 
cryptocurrency 

broker and lender 
Voyager Digital filed 

for bankruptcy in 
July, it created some confusion among 
its customers about their deposits and 
whether they were FDIC insured.

U.S. regulated bank deposits are 
insured by the Federal Deposit 
Insurance Corporation (FDIC) up 
to a certain amount. This serves as 
protection for customers in case of 
isolated bank failures.

Are cryptocurrencies FDIC insured? 
Of course not.

Voyager executives had said in the 
past that customers’ U.S. dollar funds 
would be FDIC insured. Those dollars, 
about $350 million in cash, were held 
in an omnibus account at Metropoli-
tan Commercial Bank of New York.

It’s unclear if the cryptocurrency 
firm represented to clients that assets 
beyond dollars were insured. But 
federal regulators felt that it was a sen-
sitive enough issue—given the circum-
stances that we’ll get to shortly—that 
it demanded some clarification. In a 
July 28 letter, the FDIC and the Federal 
Reserve Board demanded that Voyager 
cease and desist from making “false 
and misleading statements regarding 
its FDIC deposit insurance status and 
take immediate action to correct any 
such prior statements.”

What were those allegedly false 
statements? That Voyager itself was 
FDIC insured or customers’ crypto 
balances were FDIC insured? Neither of 
those would be true.

So U.S. dollar deposits—at up to 
$250,000 per customer account—
would be recoverable. The custom-
ers’ cryptocurrency deposits, which 
could total in the billions, are indeed 
at risk. Customers could lose part of 
their crypto assets during the bank-
ruptcy process.

Crypto giant FTX also created some 

confusion on a similar matter. In a July 
20 post on Twitter, FTX President Brett 
Harrison said that customers could 
direct deposit their wages into FDIC-in-
sured accounts in the customers’ names 
and that stocks would be stored in 
FDIC- and Securities Investor Protection 
Corporation (SIPC)-insured accounts.

This also caused the FDIC to issue 
a cease-and-desist letter in August, 
demanding that FTX remove the Twitter 
post and correct any suggestion that FTX 
itself or any non-fiat currency amounts 
would be under FDIC protection.

And in addition, FTX had to clar-
ify that stocks and securities aren’t 
insured by the FDIC, but have limited 
protections provided by the SIPC.

Celsius Network, the bankrupt 
decentralized finance (DeFi) lender 
that stopped customer withdrawals 
in June, has also attracted state-level 
regulatory investigations over its 
accounts. In its bankruptcy filing, Cel-

sius disclosed that it owed customers 
more than $4.7 billion.

While Celsius didn’t claim any FDIC 
protections, its founder and CEO Alex 
Mashinsky has attracted negative 
publicity for previously suggesting the 
apparent safety of Celsius and criti-
cisms of commercial banks.

In any case, these representations 
by crypto firms and the regulatory 
responses underscore current sensitiv-
ities around crypto accounts and their 
security (or rather, the lack thereof).

These cryptocurrency firms embarked 
on aggressive marketing campaigns to 
attract depositors, enticing them with 
high yields (interest rates multiple times 
those of bank savings accounts) and a 
false promise of safety. In reality, these 
DeFi institutions likely engaged in risky 
lending and staking operations to fulfill 
these promised high-interest payouts.

Consumers should know that no cryp-
to assets under any circumstances or 
on any platform are ever insured by the 
FDIC or another government agency. 
And even if a customer weren’t misled 
about any deposit insurance—like my-
self, who also had some amounts locked 
up in the Celsius bankruptcy—inves-
tors need to ask how those improbably 
high yields are generated and whether 
they’re sustainable.

It’s a question of performing due 
diligence on a counterparty over the 
soundness of its business model. And 
even if the business model is sound 
or deemed sound in the foreseeable 
future, investors should keep abreast 
of developments. In the case of Celsius, 
the warning signs were there earlier 
this year when the broader crypto 
market began to deteriorate, and the 
stablecoin TerraUSD collapsed.

And back to FDIC insurance—it’s 
interesting that contemporary leaders 
of an industry created initially by 
authority-averse libertarians are now 
actively touting the stability provided 
by government agencies.

Consumers should know 
that no crypto assets 
under any circumstances 
or on any platform are 
ever insured by the FDIC 
or another government 
agency. 
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Create Your Own Village
Every time we move, we have the opportunity to create new friends

JEFF MINICK lives and writes in Front Royal, Va.  
He is the author of two novels, “Amanda Bell” and 
“Dust on Their Wings,” and two works of nonfiction, 
“Learning as I Go” and “Movies Make the Man.” Jeff  Minick

In that quick exchange, 
we recognize each other 
as human beings and 
neighbors. 

e are a nation 
of nomads.
According to 

the U.S. Census 
Bureau, the average 

American moves 11.7 times in a life-
time. Moving even more frequently 
are military families, executives 
and specialists working for corpo-
rations, those seeking employment, 
and wanderers who enjoy packing 
up a U-Haul van and heading out to 
greener pastures.

A rough calculation tells me that 
in my lifetime, I have relocated 14 
times, a figure which doesn’t account 
for moves made within the same 
city. Three of these places—Massa-
chusetts, Connecticut, and Califor-
nia—sparked little sense of belonging 
in me. They left their mark on my 
life, sure, but my allegiance, if one 
exists, would be to North Carolina, 
where I grew up in the small town of 
Boonville, attended high school and 
most of my post-secondary education 
in the Piedmont Triangle, and later 
lived in the Smoky Mountains for 
more than 20 years.

A friend recently noted, quite 
perceptively, that certain immigrants 
she’s known, both in New Jersey and 
in Florida, had literally put down 
roots by planting gardens, flowers, 
and fruit trees that reminded them 
of their native lands. The savory taste 
of certain vegetables and the sweet 
perfume of blossoms kept alive, in 
some small way, their memories of 
the country in which they had been 
born and raised.

On our own migrant wanderings, we 
do the same. We bring with us bits and 
pieces connecting us to the familiar 
and to the past—Great-Aunt Sally’s 
breakfront, one of Uncle Mike’s sea-
scape watercolors, a family Bible. These 
objects help transform the house or 
apartment we’ve just bought or rented 

into the home we’ve left behind.
Finding a community is a tougher 

proposition.
“It takes a village to raise a child” is 

an African proverb popular among 
some folks these days, and it has a 
nice ring to it, but few of us move 
to any place remotely resembling a 
village. We set up stakes in a house 
in Los Angeles or in a complex of 
condos in Houston, and unless we 
are seasoned extroverts, we may find 
ourselves as shut off from our neigh-
bors as castaways on a desert island. 
We may carry our “village” with us 
via our network of acquaintances on 
social media, but real-life compadres 
may be few and far between.

In “Bowling Alone,” Robert Putnam 
argues that this decline in what he 
calls social capital—participation in 
religious and civic organizations, for 
instance, or networks of friends in the 
flesh—adversely affects our happi-

ness and mental health, cripples so-
ciety at large, and even abets political 
divisions. To counter these negative 
trends, he offers suggestions such as 
smaller schools, family-focused work-
places, and a heightened presence in 
the public square of influences such 
as religion and the arts.

Putnam offers worthy advice for the 
revival of social ties in our culture. 
Meanwhile, those of us seeking a 
village in our new location can begin 
by reaching out to others. We can, 
for instance, join or found a book 
club, volunteer at a school, or get our 
kids involved in local sports teams, 
which usually leads to befriending 
other parents. Even small gestures 
can create these ties: pausing to say 
hello to a neighbor walking her dog, 
for instance, or introducing ourselves 
to the librarian at the check-out desk. 
In my own case, whenever I’m sitting 
on my front porch, the drivers who 
pass on the street and I often wave to 
each other. I don’t know their names 
or even their faces, but in that quick 
exchange, we recognize each other as 
human beings and neighbors.

If we want to live in a village, we 
have to help build it ourselves.

SCAN TO 
WATCH NOW



“The only way a civilization 
collapses is from internal 
discord. Other powers may 
try to help that destabilization 
along, but we’re doing this  
to ourselves.”

cally advanced, scientifically 
expansive societies, freedom 
makes it all happen.

MR . JEKIELEK: It’s also 
the reason why so many 
people are clamoring to get 
here.

MR . K ISIN: Right. 
Only a society like 
this one allows 
you to achieve 
your potential. 
It doesn’t matter 
where you come T hey’re not 

calling 
you racist 
because 
they care 

about eliminating racism,” 
Konstantin Kisin says. 
“They’re calling you racist 
because it works. ... It’s a 
tool to shut people up.”

In a recent episode of Ep-
ochTV’s “American Thought 
Leaders,” host Jan Jekielek 
discusses multiculturalism, 
self-censorship, and the un-
dermining of Western cul-
ture, with Konstantin Kisin, 
author of the new book, “An 
Immigrant’s Love Letter to 
the West.” Born in the Soviet 
Union, Kisin is a UK-based 
satirist, political commenta-
tor, and co-host of the “Trig-
gernometry” podcast.

JAN JEK IELEK : This idea 
of not appreciating what 
we have really comes out 
in “An Immigrant’s Love 
Letter.” This is probably the 
freest society that has ever 
existed, yet many people 
feel that it’s terrible.

KONSTANTIN KISIN: 
Many young people haven’t 
seen other societies and don’t 
understand that our prob-
lems pale with insignificance 
when you contrast them 
to those of other countries. 
Here’s just one example. The 

Russians protesting this war 
with Ukraine initially went 
out in small groups, a few 
hundred people, and they 
were all immediately arrest-
ed. Then they started going 
out in single protest, a man 
or a woman with placards 
saying, “I’m for peace,” and 
they got arrested. Then, satir-
ically, they would go out with 
no placard, just their hands 
in the air, and they would get 
arrested.

That is the paranoia and 
oppression that many peo-
ple around the world live 
with right now. If you’ve 
grown up in New York or 
London, you have no con-
ception that it exists.

We talk about eliminating 
racism or sexism from our 

society, but we can’t even 
eliminate murder, rape, or 
many other problems—
because we’re not perfect. 
We’re human, and we’re 
fallible. We can’t get to 
a point where we’ve got 
zero problems in society 
unless we’re willing to use 
extreme authoritarianism 
to achieve it.

And this pursuit of 
eliminating certain prob-
lems is why we’re seeing 
authoritarianism used to 
shut down comedy, media 
conversations, and poli-
ticians that challenge the 
accepted narrative. We are 
embracing a level of total-
itarianism deemed neces-
sary for the utopia they are 
imagining.

M R . J E K I E L E K : Yuri 
Bezmenov once outlined 
the Soviet Union’s project 
to subvert America. As far 
as I can tell, we’re living 
in the world he predicted. 
He talked about this long 
stage of demoralization, 
stopping people from 
believing in themselves. 
Then comes a period where 
this is normalized. Then 
there’s the stage of crisis. 
It feels like the West is in 
crisis, where the values 
upon which American 
society was built are now 
up for grabs.

MR . K ISIN: As I say 
repeatedly in the book, I 
don’t believe that the West 
has anything to fear from 
communist China, from 
Vladimir Putin’s Russia, 
from Islamist terrorism, or 
from whatever threat you 
can name. We have nothing 
to fear, as long as we have 
confidence in ourselves 
and stand up for what we 
believe. That’s why I wrote 
“An Immigrant’s Love Letter 
to the West.” In its own 
small way, it’s an antibody 
injection into the body of 
Western civilization. The 
only way a civilization 
collapses is from internal 
discord. Other powers may 
try to help that destabiliza-
tion along, but we’re doing 
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this to ourselves.
And most people have 

no idea they are demoral-
ized. They don’t realize this 
lack of confidence in their 
society isn’t normal. We’re in 
a society now that endlessly 
questions itself. A society 
can improve by asking ques-
tions and demanding more 
of itself, but the fact that we 
spend so much time beating 
ourselves up is not leading 
to good things.

MR . JEK IELEK : Your cri-
tique of multiculturalism is 
one of the most thoughtful 
and interesting things that 
I’ve come across.

M R . K ISI N: The difficul-
ty in Western Europe—I 
know less about the United 
States—is that we don’t 
understand the meaning 
of a multiethnic society, 
where people from differ-
ent ethnic backgrounds 
and religious groups live 
together peacefully. It’s a 
challenge, but huge benefits 
come from that in terms 
of innovation, drive, and 
creativity. But that’s not the 
same as saying to people, 
“You can live by the stan-
dards you choose. There’s 
no need for you to integrate 
into our society, to abandon 
your ways of thinking and 

doing business that you 
had before.”

That doesn’t work in 
America or the United 
Kingdom. We have to share 
certain things in common 
to live together cohesively. 
For example, we must all 
live under the same law. 
We can’t have people who 
demand that their religious 
legal system is parallel with 
the state’s legal system. 
A multiethnic society is 
important and desirable, 
and hugely beneficial. A 
multicultural society is a 
recipe for a disaster.

In my opening chapter 
I say, “Trust me, West is 
best.” I’m not claiming that 
Western society is the best 
in some universal way. I just 
think it’s best for people 
whose values include things 
like freedom and the oppor-
tunity to speak freely. Plen-
ty of people in the world are 
more concerned about other 
things.

But there are those of us 
who think freedom and the 
opportunity to speak freely 
are important, that it’s im-
portant to work out what’s 
true and what’s not true, as 
in the sciences of physics, 
chemistry, and biology. 
They’re not things we can 
deconstruct with no conse-
quence. In our technologi-

The Tyranny 
of Utopia
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Protesters gather at an event marking the one-year anniversary 
of a deadly clash between white supremacists and counter pro-
testers in Charlottesville, Va., Aug. 11, 2018.

 ‘We’re embracing a level of totalitarianism deemed necessary for the 
utopia they’re imagining,’ author Konstantin Kisin says

from or what your skin 
color is. That’s why people 
come here. By the way, look 
at all these activists in this 
country and the UK who 
talk about how America 

and Britain are the most 
racist countries in 

the world. Do you 
notice that they 

never leave? 
They don’t go 
to whatever 
better places 
exist out 
there.

Konstantin Kisin, co-host and author. 
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They have the opportu-
nity to do what they want 
here. We feel guilty about 
the wrongs we’ve done, and 
these people know that. It’s 
a tactic that works. They’re 
not calling you racist 
because they care about 
eliminating racism. They’re 
calling you racist because 
it works.

MR . JEK IELEK : You’re 
saying it’s a tool to gain 
power.

MR . KISIN: It’s a tool to 
shut people up, because if 
you can’t win the argument, 
you don’t want to have a 
conversation, and you have 
to shut down anyone who 
questions you. They’ll take 
a gay person who doesn’t 
agree with their politics, 
and they’ll say he’s got 
internalized homophobia. 
They’ll take a black person 
and say, “You’re a traitor to 
your race.” For these people, 
it’s not about truth; it’s 
about winning.

MR . JEKIELEK: Comedy 
has been decimated by 
these types of rules.

MR . KISIN: What has hap-
pened with comedy is that 

the people who are very 
successful can do whatev-
er they want. With Dave 
Chappelle or Ricky Gervais, 
there’s no problem with 
free speech. They can do 
whatever jokes they want. 
Netflix is going to get a few 
complaints about Chap-
pelle’s show, but they’re 
going to keep it up on the 
platform. But with the 
next generation of comics, 
you’ve got a very different 
situation.

In comedy clubs, for ex-
ample, audience members 
are now comfortable going 
to the owner of the club and 

saying, “I didn’t like what 
that comedian said. Don’t 
book him again.” Twenty 
years ago, no one would’ve 
respected that request, 
because it was universally 
understood that comedy 
will provoke and challenge.

There’s a culture of 
self-censorship in comedy. 
When Lionel Shriver, the 
writer, was on our show, 
“Triggernometry,” she made 
the point that we don’t even 
know what books aren’t be-
ing written at the moment. 
We don’t know what jokes 
aren’t being told. People are 
self-censoring a lot, because 
they know the punishment 
that comes if they don’t.

MR . JEKIELEK: I want to 
jump to the last chapter 
in the book, “10 Ways to 
Destroy the West.” Number 
one, “See everything in 
terms of race.” Two, “Em-
brace self-loathing.” Three, 
“Make everything political. 
Yes, I mean everything.” 
Four, “Get your political 
opinions from celebrities.” 
Five, “Remember truth is a 
lie. Six, “Promote socialism 

through bad capitalism.” 
Seven, “Start a battle of the 
sexes.” Eight, “Drink the 
Kool-Aid of cultural rela-
tivism.” Nine, “Encourage 
porous borders.” And 10, 
“Be a useful idiot.” Which 
of these is the biggest 
problem?

MR . K ISIN: Useful idiot is 
the biggest problem. There 
are some people who may 
have malicious intent, but 
I don’t think they’re in the 
majority.

The problem isn’t evil 
people running around who 
want to make things worse. 
The problem is people who 
buy into an ideology that 
gives them permission to do 
terrible things in the name 
of the greater good. Those 
people are the biggest dan-
ger to everyone in society. 
They are the useful idiots. 
This is the power of bad 
ideas, Jan. It can make peo-
ple do terrible things and 
then feel good about it. 

This interview has been 
edited for clarity and brevity.
exist out there.

Nation Profile

“We talk about 
eliminating racism 
or sexism from our 
society, but we can’t even 
eliminate murder, rape, 
or many other problems.”
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People at a 
naturalization 
ceremony at 
the Stonewall 
National 
Monument 
in Greenwich 
Village in 
New York on 
June 17. 

Exploring Spain’s Beautiful Island Wonderland 98
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IF YOU ARE FASTIDIOUS 
about your appearance, consider 

bespoke or made-to-order 
shirts and shoes, which can be 

surprisingly affordable.  100

THE CAIPIRINHA, 
Brazil’s national drink, is a 
refreshing warm-weather 

beverage, concocted of limes 
and Brazilian cachaça.  106

FOR ALMOST 60 YEARS, 
pickleball has been gaining fans 

across the country, combining the 
action of tennis, racquetball, and 
ping pong on a small court.  103  
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Unwind
One of the Canary Islands, 
La Palma is an adventurer’s 
delight, from the black sand 
beaches to lush forests and 

overall spectacular scenery.
PHOTO BY ROSSHELEN/SHUTTERSTOCK
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Phil Butler is a publisher, editor, author, and analyst 
who is a widely cited expert on subjects ranging from 
digital and social media to travel technology.

Lifestyle Real Estate

(Above) The guest house is simple yet well-
equipped. (Top Right) This reimagined luxury 
home is one of the most unique residential 
properties in Europe. (Right) A well-appointed 
office on the upper level overlooks the restful 
Swedish countryside and the sea beyond.

FARITSLOVSVAGEN 82
BASTAD, SKANE, SWEDEN

$1.682 MILLION

• 4 BEDROOMS
• 7,858 SQUARE FEET

• 2.29 ACRES

KEY FEATURES
• UNIQUE ARCHITECTURE 

• CLOSE TO THE SEA/ 
VILLAGES

• PRIVATE POOL

AGENT
SWEDEN SOTHEBY’S 

INTERNATIONAL REALTY
JOAKIM VESTERGREN

+460739828015

I
n a world where even the most 
luxurious properties have begun to take 
on a kind of cookie-cutter glamour, the 
rare and unusual are eye-catching. This 
amazing residence in the heart of Sweden’s 

most biodiverse nature areas was once used as 
stables for livestock.

Set in a quiet country estate outside the 
town of Bastad, this four-bedroom, two-bath 
residence underwent a massive reconstruc-
tion in 2006. The old livestock stables were 
reimagined as a luxurious 3,337-square-foot 
residence. Listed for $1.6 million, the main 
foundations of the former barn were kept, but 
the designers opened the building up to offer 
panoramic views of the rolling hills and the 
sea in the distance.

The main residence is comprised of seven 
rooms in all, including a gourmet kitchen, 
large social spaces, an amazing formal dining 
room, and cozy, chic sleeping spaces. The 
home retains the massive wooden beams and 
other features of the old barn but blends in a 

kind of interesting Spartan decadence as well.
An adjacent 1,507-square-foot guest house 

adds more living space, more bedrooms, a din-
ing and living room, more storage, and a huge 
basement. Also on the property is another 
1,400 square feet of outbuildings, including 
a studio, gym, garage, and greenhouse. A 
fantastic outdoor dining area and a welcoming 
pool are at the center of the 2.29-acre proper-
ty, which overlooks the sea and some of rural 
Sweden’s best nature.

The province of Bastad—especially its sleepy 
fishing village of Torekov—is part of one of 
Sweden’s most beautiful summer resorts, 
made famous for its boating and as a hang-
out for big-time tennis stars such as Bjorn 
Borg, Stefan Edberg, and Mats Wilander. The 
Swedish Open tournament is held here, and 
the famous wooden Troentorp clogs are made 
here as well.
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The upstairs sleeping quarters give off a 
practical yet comfortable ambiance, as the 

home is all about comfort, not show. 

A RUSTIC 
BARN REBORN
Set amid Sweden’s countryside, what was once livestock 
stables is now a welcoming and most unique residence  
By Phil Butler



Flights to La 
Palma from 
Madrid take 
about 2 1/2 
hours.

LA PALMA

La Palma  
Airport

Santa Cruz 
de la Palma

By Xenia Taliotis

I ’ve always loved looking at the 
night sky. When I was a child growing 
up in Cyprus, I would count stars when 
I couldn’t sleep. Lying in bed, I turned 
the deep black above me into a stage and 

found men on the moon and horses dancing 
across the galactic plains surrounding it.

I was reminded of this in February, when I 
joined a group of shivering Astrotourists for a 
stargazing tour on San Antonio Volcano in La 
Palma, the most northwesterly island of Spain’s 
Canary Islands.

THERE ARE MANY dark sky places where you 
can stargaze, but I chose La Palma—also known 
as La Isla Bonita, “the beautiful island”—in 
the Canaries because it offers at least as many 
attractions on Earth as those seen above. It’s 
a UNESCO biosphere reserve and reputedly 
was the first country in the world to be given 
Starlight Reserve status to preserve its night sky 
quality, but it also has Jurassic forests, black vol-
canic beaches, deep ravines for scree jumping, 
and high peaks for scrambling.

It also has tiny fishing villages, the spectacu-
lar Renaissance capital of Santa Cruz, and one 
other irresistible draw: the joyous carnival of 

La Fiesta de Los Indianos, complete with Cu-
ban-inspired music, dancing, and frivolity. At 
the time, even the pictures of La Palma made 
me smile. And I badly needed to smile. I had 
just seen the start of the new year, but I was 
weighed down by missing. I had missed events, 
opportunities, and holidays, but, ultimately 
and inconsolably, I was missing people whom I 
would never see again.

My tight, tense body was hungry for exer-
cise, and my hemmed-in mind longed for new 
thoughts and experiences. An expression that I 
had often mocked began to nag at me: I had to 
find myself.

That was my state of mind when I came 
across the feature by Dr. John Barentine.

“A dark sky experience goes hand-in-hand 
with getting as far away from it all as possi-
ble,” he said.

Forty-eight hours later, I stood 2,000 feet 
above sea level on San Antonio Volcano as 
Antonio González, my very own star man, 
helped my group to navigate the Milky Way. 
González, head of the Astrotourism compa-
ny Cielos La Palma, is a starlight guide who 
takes groups to La Palma’s many observation 
points. I booked two sessions with him—
one without telescopes so that I could get 
my bearings and see the constellations as a 

Stars above 
La Palma.

Travel Spain

whole and one with telescopes so that I could 
get closer to the stars.

The first night was overcast and bitterly cold. 
A cruel wind whipped my body, but I felt better 
than I had in ages. Suddenly, a momentary 
window opened in the clouds and thousands 
of stars studded the sky, bringing to mind 
that beautiful line from Alfred Tennyson’s 
poem, “Locksley Hall,” about the Pleiads cluster 
“rising thro’ the mellow shade,/Glitter like a 
swarm of fireflies tangled in a silver braid.”

González flicked on his laser pointer and 
started the tour, picking out the easiest-to-rec-
ognize constellations.

“Here is the belt of Orion the Hunter—these 
three stars here,” he said. “Now, follow the top 
one down to the right and you have Rigel, the 
blue star. To the left, and up from the bottom of 
the belt, is Betelgeuse. It’s red—can you see?”

It was an exhilarating few minutes. Even look-
ing up changed my posture, opening up my 
chest and altering my focus. For the first time 
in months, I thought beyond my own life to the 
vastness of the world around me and my infini-
tesimal, small place in it. What most thrilled me 
was the fact that the more I looked, the more I 
found. As my eyes adjusted, I saw more clearly, 
and my eyes followed González’s guidance from 
the ancient Pleiades—the Seven Sisters, still 
burning bright after 100 million years—to the 
boastful queen, Cassiopeia, to Sirius, the bright-
est star visible from Earth, and finally to Polaris. 
It was magical. But sadly, the clouds brought the 
curtain down and closed the show.

The following morning, a beautiful day 
dawned that was just perfect for hiking. La 
Palma is a renowned natural beauty that has 

starred in many films. Like the best actors, her 
multiple personalities and versatility of mood 
and face enable her to transport her audience 
to different times—even different planets.

THE NEXT DAY saw more of that at the annual 
La Fiesta de Los Indianos, in Santa Cruz. This 
joyous, week-long event was the highlight of La 
Palma’s week. It celebrates the islanders who 
left for Latin America during the 19th century 
and returned home with untold riches. Also 
known as the White Party because everyone 
dresses in white (and often in period costume 
with Monopoly money poking out of their 
Panama hats), it attracts crowds from all over 
the island, the Canaries, and beyond.

I saw people of all ages, genders, creeds, and 
nationalities. They partied, danced, drank mo-
jitos, and—most surprisingly to me—doused 
the streets and each other with talcum powder. 
A man pulled my hat off, dumped half a packet 
of talc on my head, and walked off. I roared 
with laughter. And then I danced. With young 
and old, on my own, with people whom I would 
never see again.

At first, I was stiff with self-consciousness, 
but then I freed both my mind and my body 
and let the others lead me through the simplest 
salsa steps. And that, I think, is a good meta-
phor for how healing begins: with tiny, stiff 
steps, starting to reconnect with both nature 
and myself. To paraphrase Oscar Wilde, one of 
my heroes, I may not yet be out of the gutter, 
but I’m definitely looking at the stars. 

When to Go:  
La Palma is an 
all-year-round 
destination with 
mild winters and hot 
summers.
Activities : 
In addition to 
gorgeous beaches, 
such as Puerto 
de Naos y Charco 
Verde, La Zamora, 
and Los Cancajos, 
there are also some 
natural seawater 
pools. Its most 
bewitching draw 
is its interior. 
Isla Bonita Tours 
sells a range of 
guided hikes. For 
walking routes, see 
VisitLaPalma.es/
en/vivir-rutas/.  La 
Palma Astronomy 
Tours runs various 
sky-focused trips, 
including a night-
time observation 
experience.

If You Go

IF YOU’RE 
BEACH- 
BOUND,

 head to La Fajana 
in Barlovento, and 
Charco Azul in San 
Andrés y Sauces.

(Above) The Fuencaliente Lighthouse on the southern end of La Palma.  (Middle) Caldera de Taburiente National Park. (Right) The marina 
at Puerto Tazacorte on the west coast of La Palma.
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Xenia Taliotis is a UK-based writer and editor, 
covering lifestyle, travel, wellness, property, 
business, and finance. 
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A journey to find stars—and healing—on the island of La Palma

Starry Skies



P
roper-fitting clothing and 
shoes are imperative for the well-
dressed individual. While many 
people are able to buy clothes off 
the rack that fit very well, others 

may have to enlist the services of a 
trusted tailor for alterations. Bespoke 
and made-to-order are additional 
options. When discussing bespoke or 
made-to-order, the topic is often a suit 
or jacket, but the focus here will be 
on the foundations of any wardrobe: 
shoes and shirts.

The terms “bespoke” and “custom, 
made-to-order,” have very different 
meanings. Bespoke items require exten-
sive in-person measurements with cus-
tomer input regarding the materials to 
be used, style, color, preferred fit, and all 
other aspects of the finished footwear 
or garment. That’s followed by hours of 
effort by skilled artisans to transform 
the customer’s desires into reality.

Conversely, consumers of made-to-
order items supply their own measure-
ments and select from a list of materials, 
styles, and features. Being a much more 
streamlined process, these items are 
then ordered from online merchants.

BECAUSE THE MEASUREMENTS are 
nowhere as exacting as those required 
for bespoke items, made-to-order 
items are a good choice for consumers 
who typically find that ready-to-wear 
items fit them well. That being said, 
there is absolutely nothing wrong 
with ready-to-wear shirts and shoes. 
Personalized items simply ensure a 
precise fit and/or a wider array of ma-
terials, styles, and unique touches for 
the ultimate professional appearance.

Bespoke and made-to-order items 
are more expensive than ready-to-

wear items, but the difference is clear.
Made-to-order custom shoes start 

with the consumer selecting the style 
desired. Then, the size and options 
(color, liner material, outer material, 
tassels, monograms, etc.) are provided. 
The shoes are assembled and sent di-
rectly to the consumer. For many, this 
represents an ideal way to obtain truly 
one-of-a-kind footwear.

On the other hand, the process of or-
dering bespoke shoes is very time-con-
suming—which isn’t unreasonable, 
considering the finished product 
will be wearable art. It requires a 
conversation about preferred materi-
als, finishes, and the shoe style to be 
created. Next, comes a discussion of fit 
preferences and the conditions under 
which the shoes will be worn.

Precise measurements and drawings 
of all aspects of the feet are made—
some shoemakers actually make a 
mold of the feet. Bespoke shoes are a 
good way to address scenarios such as 
one foot being larger or wider than the 
other; some studies suggest that up 
to 60 percent of the population have 
slightly mismatched feet.

For comparison purposes, a bespoke 
classic Oxford-style dress shoe from 
London-based John Lobb costs approx-
imately $1,630, while a similar style 
made-to-order shoe from Idrese costs 
about $335. Of the two, the made-to-or-
der shoe is actually quite competitive-
ly priced when compared to ready-to-
wear footwear.

When considering the price, it’s 
important to note that, while made-
to-order shoes tend to be of very high 
quality and construction, bespoke 
shoes will be exactly what you want. 
They will fit like a second skin, and, 
with reasonable care, will still look 
great even after decades of use.

Lifestyle The Perfect Fit  
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Whether having 
shoes or shirts crafted 
to fit, the success 
of the endeavor is 
100 percent reliant 
upon accurate 
measurements.  

A bespoke tailor can convert 
the customer’s vision of the 
ideal shirt into reality, taking 
into consideration tiny details 
such as thread preferences.

Bespoke footwear is 
the ultimate option, 

but for those who can 
wear regular sizes, 

made-to-order shoes 
are an attractive, more 

affordable option. 

Bespoke and made-
to-order items are 
more expensive 
than ready-to-
wear items, but the 
difference is clear.

One of the first steps in the creation of a 
bespoke shirt is the selection of the fabric 
type and color.  
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C U S T OM
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and

S H I R T S

Dressing as 
sharp as James 
Bond requires 

effort, but is 
actually quite 

attainable 
By Bill Lindsey  

Consider 

Whenever you 
want or need 

to make a great 
impression, start 

with your outfit.



Why Custom? 
If ready-to-wear, off-the-rack 
shoes and shirts don’t fit quite 
as well as you want, it’s time to 

consider other alternatives, such as 
made-to-order which may not be 

all that much more costly.

Where Do I Go?
Bespoke items require visiting the 
shop for in-person measurements 
and fabric selection, followed by a 
final fitting, while made-to-order 

items can be selected and ordered 
via the internet.

How Long Does it Take?
You’ll have to wait at least a few 

weeks after ordering to get bespoke 
or made-to-order shoes and shirts.

SECOND SKIN
Perfect-Fitting Shirts 

and Shoes 
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Once the shoes have been created, 
the customer is brought in for another 
fitting to evaluate the overall fit and 
appearance. And after the initial order, 
the process for ordering subsequent 
shoes can be greatly streamlined, espe-
cially if molds of the customer’s feet 
were created.

JUST AS IS the case with shoes, the 
three factors that determine the quality 
of a shirt are materials, craftsmanship, 
and precise measurements. Here, too, 
the most discerning consumers have 
two options: made-to-order or bespoke.

As expected, the investment of time 
and money is higher with bespoke, 
begging the question of why anyone 
would choose this route. The answer 
is that the bespoke process ensures a 
fit that lies perfectly across the body, 
making it clear that the shirt was craft-
ed for the wearer. This is important to 
consumers with physiques that don’t 
comply with the norm, such as ath-
letic individuals who may have broad 
shoulders paired with a narrow waist.

An additional consideration is fabric; 
a good, quality ready-to-wear garment 
will be made in high quantities, using 
materials and methods that result in 
the highest profit for the shirtmaker. 
Factors such as the climate in which it 
will be worn are likely never contem-
plated, meaning that the same shirt 

could be worn in Miami or Moscow.
Fabric for a bespoke shirt, however, 

and some made-to-order shirts, can 
be specified to take local weather 
conditions into account to ensure the 
wearer’s comfort.

After Turnbull & Asser takes 18 mea-
surements and considers the custom-
er’s posture, the customer can choose 
from more than 1,000 fabrics, as well 
as numerous collar, cuff, button, pock-
et, and thread options (all of which 
impact the price). The firm also offers 
made-to-measure shirts and ready-to-
wear shirts. A typical ready-to-wear 
business shirt from the firm costs 
about $365, while a similar style made-
to-measure shirt costs about $425, 
making it well worth considering.

Regardless of which avenue you 
choose, dress sharp! 

One of the charms of having a bespoke 
shirt made is the ability to specify 
absolutely every aspect of the item, from 
buttons, to fabric, and much more.  

Taking and then using precise measurements is the key to perfect-fitting clothing 
and shoes. They are crucially important for the tailor or shoemaker to be able to create 
custom items.  

It may not be ready for the 
Olympics, but pickleball is a sport 

that people of all ages and skill 
levels can enjoy. Here’s the gear 

you need to get started

THE GEAR YOU NEED  
TO BECOME A PICKLEBALL PRO

Luxury Living Pickleball Essentials

By Bill Lindsey
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Practice Makes Perfect
PERFECT PITCH REBOUNDER

$499.95
Like other paddle-oriented sports, pickleball is all about 
accuracy; when you can send the ball exactly where you 

want it to go, you win more games. The target on this 
rebounder helps you perfect your aim for serves and all 

other strokes. Because it returns the ball with a realistic arc 
and bounce, you get the feel of an actual game, honing your 
response and improving your ability to keep the ball in play.

It’s All About th e Pa d dle
PROKENNEX PICKLEBALL 
OVATION FLIGHT SERIES 
PADDLE
$189.95

Pickleball has come a long way since 
the game was played with pingpong 
paddles and whiffle balls. Technology 
has evolved quite a bit, resulting in a 
racket that’s engineered specifically 
to whack the ball with greater speed 
and accuracy for players of all levels. 
The oval shape reduces drag to 
allow supremely fast rotation and 
overall ease of maneuverability. 
The maker says that the seven-layer 
coating, single-piece construction 
with a graphite inlay makes it virtually 
indestructible.

A Coach in a Box
PICKLEBALL TUTOR PLUS
$1,099
Want to perfect your game, but nobody is around to 
play with you? Not a problem—now you can spend time 
on the court whenever you want. Load it up with balls, 
plug it in, and get ready as the “tutor” sends drives, 
dinks, groundstrokes, and even lobs your way. Just keep 
loading it with balls, and it will keep your hitting session 
going as long as you want. It even allows adjustment of 
topspin and backspin for maximum authenticity.

Roll It Out and They Will Play
DOUGLAS PREMIER PPS22-SQ PORTABLE 

PICKLEBALL NET SYSTEM
$2,399

If you want a professional-grade pickleball court but don’t 
have the space for a permanent location, this is the next 

best thing. It’s the official net of the USA Pickleball National 
Championships and is also ideal for home use. Made of 

11-gauge steel and equipped with transporter wheels for 
easy setup and stabilizer legs to keep it upright, it can be 
rolled into place and made ready for play in just minutes.

Protect Your Peepers!
ONIX FALCON 

PICKLEBALL PROTECTIVE 
EYEWEAR

$34.99
Great vision is a must for pickleball 

players, but too often eye protection 
is neglected or sunglasses 

considered adequate. Even though 
a pickleball flies about one-third as 

fast as a tennis ball, a direct hit could 
cause serious injury. These glasses, 

available with interchangeable 
clear, smoked, or blue-tinted lenses, 
feature nonslip nose pieces and soft 
ear pads for a secure fit, keeping you 

in play, no matter how spirited the 
game may be. They also block 99.9 

percent of ultraviolet rays.

Lifestyle The Perfect Fit  
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Too Large (and 
Small) to Count
About more than 
numbers, this book 
outlines the relationship 
between numbers and 
physics—how the world 
works at the largest 
and the smallest scales. 
Padilla’s numbers are 
fantastic in two ways: 
They challenge belief and 
they’re so extravagant 
as to seem fancy. 
They define how the 
universe works. There’s 
math involved, yet it’s 
entertaining, informative, 
and worth reading, even if 
math frightens you. It has 
a high “wow” factor.
FARRAR, STRAUS AND GIROUX, 
2022, 352 PAGES

‘Fantastic Numbers 
and Where to  
Find Them’
By Antonio PadillaThe Sharpe 

Legend Begins
This is the first in the 
Sharpe’s Series by 
Bernard Cornwell. 
The novel follows the 
adventures of Richard 
Sharpe of the South 
Essex Regiment during 
the Talavera Campaign 
in 1809, as he attempts 
to restore his regiment’s 
honor by securing a 
French Imperial Eagle.
BERKLEY, REPRINT, 2004  
270 PAGES

‘Sharpe’s Eagle’
By Bernard Cornwell

This week, we feature a memoir from a survivor of the Khmer Rouge 
and a compelling biography of an unlikely hero of the American Revolution.RECOMMENDED READING

FICTION

Fallen  
Timbers and 
America’s Fate
They called him “Mad” 
Anthony Wayne. A 
flawed, often-despised 
man, Wayne rose above 
his weaknesses to save 
the United States. This 
book tells of Wayne’s 
greatest achievement: 
his 1794 victory at the 
Battle of Fallen Timbers. 
That victory permitted 
the United States to 
grow into a nation that 
spanned the North 
American continent. We 
discover how Wayne 
built the army that 
defeated the Native 
Americans, despite 
inadequate supplies, 
scant troops, and a 
second in command who 
actively undermined him.
YALE UNIVERSITY PRESS, 
2018, 376 PAGES

‘Unlikely General’
By Mary Stockwell

Murder, 
Mystery,  
and Music
As she did with her 
bestseller “The Atomic 
City Girls,” Janet 
Beard sets her tale in 
Eastern Tennessee, but 
with a focus here on 
Appalachian ballads. 
Some of these ballads 
feature lovers’ quarrels 
and even murders. 
Grace, a fifth-grader, 

‘The Ballad of  
Laurel Springs’
By Janet Beard

From Cambodia 
to Freedom
Under communist 
Khmer Rouge rule 
in the mid-1970s, 

‘Go West!’
By Sideth D. Niev

MEMOIR

CLASSICS
BIOGRAPHY

begins investigating her 
family’s history as part 
of a school project, and 
with that introduction, 
readers encounter the 
secrets and passions 
of the women in this 
clan, what all they’ve 
suffered, and how each 
generation has been 
influenced by the ballads 
they hear.
GALLERY BOOKS, 2021 
288 PAGES

lives in Cambodia 
drastically changed. 
Tragically, millions 
died. Triumphantly, 
thousands lived to see 
a new beginning in a 
new land. This is the 
story of one family who 
survived the darkest 
of days. The author 
wrote this heartfelt 
memoir and its hopeful 
message for his sons.
BLUE CORD, 2022, 262 PAGES

FOR KIDSSCIENCE

When All 
Appears Lost
Based on reports from 
a real-life castaway, this 
300-year-old story of a 
shipwrecked survivor is 
one of the first English 
novels and one of the 
most published and 
popular tales in the 
world. Defoe depicts in 
detail Crusoe’s efforts 
to unload the battered 
vessel before it sinks 
and the cunning and 
logic that he employs to 
carve out a life on the 
deserted island. Critic 
Charles Van Doren 
described this adventure 
as “one of the treasures 
of mankind.” This edition 
contains N.C. Wyeth’s 
illustrations from an 
earlier version.
SEAWOLF PRESS, 2018 
266 PAGES

‘Robinson Crusoe’
By Daniel Defoe

The Ride of  
His Life
A hotel mouse discovers 
a young guest’s toy 
motorcycle and heads 
off on an unforgettable 
adventure. Published 
in 1965, it’s the first 
of the Ralph trilogy. 
This fun tale is perfect 
entertainment for 
readers gaining 
independence.
HARPERCOLLINS REISSUE, 
2009, 213 PAGES

‘The Mouse and   
the Motorcycle’
By Beverly Cleary

Epoch Booklist Are there books you’d recommend?  
We’d love to hear from you. Let us know at features@epochtimes.com

The Magic of 
the Ordinary
In this sweet book, the 
author of “Goodnight 
Moon” invites 
preschoolers to take a 
closer look at objects 
such as rain, daisies, 
apples, and spoons. 
A tender explanation 
of everyday things, 
beautifully illustrated 
by Leonard Weisgard. 
HARPERCOLLINS, 1999,  
24 PAGES

‘The Important Book’
By Margaret Wise Brown

 After a religious 
spinster’s (Katharine 
Hepburn) brother, 
a missionary to 
East Africa, is killed 
during World War I, 

she convinces a salty 
steamboat captain 
(Humphrey Bogart) 
to destroy a German 
gunboat.

This pitch-perfect 
opposites-attract 
classic deals with 
mature adults who 

fall in love after be-
ing thrown together 
under the circum-
stance of war. Bogart 
and Hepburn shine.

 In this 2004 
animated film, Mr. 
Incredible (Craig T. 
Nelson) and Elastigirl 
(Holly Hunter) are 
forced to assume 
mundane lives as Bob 
and Helen Parr with 
their three children 
in a quiet suburban 
neighborhood. But 
that’s not exactly easy 
when you’re a family 
of superheroes.

Even 18 years 
after its release, this 
charmer holds up well 
as an entertaining, 
better-than-most 
live-action superhero 
movie, thanks to witty 
dialogue, fleshed-out 

characters, and great 
action scenes. It also 
has some wholesome 
messages about the 
importance of family.

Epoch WatchlistIan Kane
is a U.S. Army veteran, filmmaker, and author.
He enjoys the great outdoors and volunteering.

This week, we look at a wholesome animation about superheroes and an out-
standing new Western about the first black U.S. marshal in the old West.MOVIE REVIEWS

 For single father 
Chris Gardner (Will 
Smith) and his son 
(Jaden Christopher 
Syre Smith), life is 
one big struggle. 
Although Chris 
secures a job at a 
brokerage firm, the 
position doesn’t pay 
any money. But Chris 
refuses to give into 
despair despite many 
hardships.

Although this real-
life story is superbly 
inspirational, it’s 
Will Smith’s lead 
performance in 
this gem of a film 
that really steals 

the show. Smith 
elevates this movie 
from a potential sob 
fest to something 
outstanding and 
empowering.

‘The Incredibles’ 
(2004)

  Former slave Bass Reeves (Isaiah Washing-
ton) becomes the first black U.S. marshal west 
of the Mississippi and teams up with a deadly 
sharpshooter and his former deputy turned 
preacher. Together, they must stop a blood-
thirsty gang from seizing the oil-rich town of 
Corsicana.

First-time director Washington delivers an 
incredible Western—perhaps the best one 
in decades. Its fleshed-out characters, phe-
nomenal cinematography, great writing, and 
“less-is-more” approach to violence make this a 
standout production and must-see movie.

‘Corsicana’  (2022)

‘The Pursuit 
of Happyness’ 
(2006)

‘The African 
Queen’ (1952)

BIOGRAPHY | DRAMA

Release Date:  
Dec. 15, 2006
Director:  
Gabriele Muccino
Starring: 
Will Smith, Thandiwe Newton, 
Jaden Smith
Running Time:  
1 hour, 57 minutes
MPAA Rating:  
PG-13
Where to Watch:  
Redbox, DirecTV, Vudu

DRAMA | WESTERN | 
THRILLER

Release Date:   
Aug. 26, 2022
Director:  
Isaiah Washington
Starring:  
Isaiah Washington,  
Thomas Q. Jones,  
Jason Johnson, Hank 
Slaughter, Lew Temple 
Running Time:  
1 hour, 41 minutes
MPAA Rating: R
Where to Watch:  
Theaters

A MOVING STORY WITH FANTASTIC PERFORMANCES

AN ADVENTURE OF DRAMA, COMEDY, AND ROMANCE

NEW RELEASE FAMILY PICK

ADVENTURE | DR AMA | 
ROMANCE

Release Date:  
 March 21, 1952
Director:  
John Huston
Starring: 
Humphrey Bogart, Katharine 
Hepburn, Robert Morley
Running Time: 
1 hour, 45 minutes
MPAA Rating:  
PG
Where to Watch:  
Vudu, Redbox, Hoopla

ANIMATION | ACTION | 
ADVENTURE

Release Date:  
Nov. 5, 2004
Director: Brad Bird
Starring:  
Craig T. Nelson (voice), 
Samuel L. Jackson (voice), 
Holly Hunter (voice)
Running Time:  
1 hour, 55 minutes
MPAA Rating:  
PG
Where to Watch:  
Redbox, Vudu, DirecTV
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Food Drinks
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and Tobacco Tax and Trade 
Bureau (TTB) required labels 
on imported bottles to read 
“rum.” But a “Legalize Cacha-
ça” campaign, spearheaded by 
Brazilian distillery Maison Leb-
lon, aimed to give back the dis-
tillate’s name and distinction, 
and to guarantee its Brazilian 
origin. In 2013, the TTB passed a 
rule that did exactly that.

Some caipirinhas may swap 
rum or even vodka (with the 
resulting cocktail called a caipi-
roska) if cachaça isn’t available. 
In Brazil, it’s cachaça or noth-
ing—but the Brazilians are al-

ways willing to play a bit, and 
will add pineapple or other 
fruits for a twist on the classic.

Use ripe, juicy, fully green 
limes (not Key limes), and 
don’t muddle them too hard 
or you’ll get the bitterness of 
the pith. Use ample amounts 
of ice cubes—not excessively 
crushed, but also not oversized 
cubes. It should be properly 
chilled, yet lightly diluted. 

• 1 medium lime, 
cut into wedges

• 1 to 2 teaspoons 
fine sugar

• Ice cubes, 
crushed

• 2 ounces 
cachaça

Place the lime 
wedges directly 
into the serving 
glass (a rocks glass 
will do), then add 
sugar and muddle 
to release the juice. 
Add ice, pour in the 
cachaça, and give 
it a good stir.

CAIPIRINHA

ANATOMY OF A CLASSIC COCKTAIL: THE CAIPIRINHA
As Brazilian as soccer and samba, this cocktail is a 3-ingredient refresher that stars the country’s 
most distinctive spirit

Cachaça, 
distilled from 

fermented 
sugar cane 

juice, is 
exclusively 

produced in 
Brazil.

Use ripe, 
juicy, fully 

green limes, 
and don’t 

muddle 
them too 

hard.

Twists on 
the classic 

may add 
pineapple 

or other 
fruits to 
the mix.

Kevin Revolinski is an avid 
traveler, craft beer enthusiast, 
and home-cooking fan. He’s 
based in Madison, Wis.

This refreshing 
cocktail is wildly 
popular in Brazil. 

By Bill Lindsey

How to Have 
Great Shopping Manners

Shopping is something we often do alone,  
often while surrounded by a crowd

It’s all too easy to get caught up in our own thoughts while doing any type 
of shopping, from shirts to steaks, so even if they just bumped you—again—

with their cart, acknowledge fellow shoppers with courtesy and a smile.

Grocery store aisles aren’t unlike streets 
in that it’s important to flow with other 
traffic, either going in the same direction 
or the opposite way. You may need to load 
up on ramen, but don’t block the aisle 
while doing so. If you’ve stopped 
to consider which cereal to buy, 
allow other shoppers 
to reach around you 
to get what they need 
and move on. If a 
shopper ahead of you 
is moving at a glacial 
speed, politely ask 
them to let you pass.

Keep an eye on your children 
while you shop. The store isn’t a 
playground, and you are responsible 
for their behavior and actions. That 
means that if they break something, 
you just bought it, and if they are 
rude, it is your responsibility to offer 
an apology to make it right. Also, 
service dogs are becoming more 
common every day, so it’s important 
not to distract them by rushing 
over to pet them. Ask first, and 
understand if the owner says no.

In any scenario where you’re 
being waited upon, you can 
make the job of the person 
serving you more pleasant by 
smiling, being understanding 
about delays, and, in 
general, showing them basic 
thoughtfulness—all of which 
can result in you receiving 
much better service. If advised 
that an item you want is out 
of stock, accept it without 
being a grouch. Their job is to 
serve you, so make it easy and 
pleasant for both sides.

If you find yourself in any type 
of store at closing time, it’s time 
to wrap it up—even if you aren’t 
done shopping. If the sign says 
that the store closes at 9 p.m. 
and you arrive at 8:57 p.m., turn 
around and come back another 
time, even if you “only need one 
thing.” It’s only right to be aware 
of the needs of the store workers 
and let them go home to their 
families on time.

SmileObey the Right of Way

Stay in Line Watch the Clock Obey Leash Laws

41

52 3
Regardless of whether you’re in the 
process of buying a car, a burger, 
a shirt, or a stack of groceries, if 
you step out of line, don’t expect to 
get back where you were. Unless 
the store is deserted, don’t expect 
other shoppers to hold your spot 
when you just remembered that 
you forgot to grab cheese. On the 
other hand, if someone behind you 
has one or two items while you 
have 27 in your cart, be courteous 
and let them go ahead of you.
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By Kevin Revolinski

T
he  national  drink  of 
Brazil, this citrusy, chilled 
cocktail has grown in pop-
ularity in bars across the 
world, thanks to its fresh 

flavor and simplicity. Consisting 
of lime, sugar, and clear alcohol, 
a caipirinha may sound like the 
beginnings of a mojito—and the 
drinks do share origins as medic-
inal concoctions believed to be 
good for colds and the flu—but 
rather than rum, caipirinhas call 
for cachaça (kah-SHAH-sah).

Both spirits are distilled prod-
ucts made from sugar cane, but 
while most rum comes from mo-
lasses, the byproduct of process-
ing sugar, cachaça is made directly 
from fermented and distilled sug-
ar cane juice. Cachaça has a fruitier 
nose and a brighter, gentler char-
acter than rum; it also requires 
less of a process to produce, espe-
cially the unaged, “white” variety. 
This unaged version of cachaça is 
typical as a mixer, though the bar-
rel aging does lend it color and a 
stronger flavor. Its strength varies 
from 38 to 48 percent alcohol.

The Portuguese brought sugar 
cane to Brazil when colonizing 
it in the early 1500s. Sugar cane 
juice was already being distilled 
in Madeira at the time, and the 
practice followed the Portuguese 
to the New World. The mix for 
caipirinha, however, is believed 
to have originated with landowner 
farmers in the countryside of the 
state of São Paulo. Pronounced 
kai-pur-EEN-ya, the name is a 
diminutive form of what has since 
become a condescending word for 
“country folk.”

While caipirinhas are rapidly 
gaining international popularity, 
cachaça can only be produced in 
Brazil. For years, the U.S. Alcohol 
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“One of the 
country’s most  

powerful digital 
publishers.”   

THE NEW YORK TIMES
10–24–2020

“The most popular 
Apple newspaper app 

in the country.”   
THE ATL ANTIC

0 1–13–202 1

“The Epoch Times 
now wields one of 
the biggest social 

media followings of 
any news outlet.”    

NBC NEWS
08–20–20 19

ReadEpoch.com

THE EPOCH TIMES is America's fastest-growing news media 
outlet. While our competitors have worked hard to defame us,  

even they have been forced to acknowledge our growth.

“More reach 
than any other 

mainstream news 
publisher.”   

SAN FR ANCISCO CHRONICLE
0 1–0 4–202 1


