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T
he new artificial intelligence 
(AI) chatbot known as Chat-
GPT is poised to have an 
outsized effect on the edu-
cational landscape, for bet-

ter or for worse.
Which outcome it will lead to is large-

ly in the hands of parents, educators, 
and—ultimately—our children, and 
how they respond to it.

To ignore it is to do so at one’s own risk.
Cheating is now exponentially eas-

ier, quicker, and less costly; and also 

far lower risk, as ChatGPT’s output 
isn’t very traceable, and the software 
meant to combat such things has much 
catching up to do. (Even the makers of 
ChatGPT, OpenAI, find that their best 
tool for detecting AI writing is only able 
to spot it 26 percent of the time.)

All of this hasn’t been lost on students.
One recent survey revealed that more 

than 1 in 4 K–12 teachers have caught 
students cheating with ChatGPT. In an-
other survey, of college students, 30 per-
cent—nearly 1 in 3—admitted to having 
used it on an assignment.

So what can you, as a parent or educa-

tor, do to help keep the popular bot from 
undermining your kids’ development as 
writers, thinkers, and future citizens? 
Here are six possibilities.

Ban or Block It
This will probably be the default course 
of action for many institutions, in due 
course. New York City’s public schools 
led the way, banning ChatGPT in Janu-
ary 2023. Others across the country have 
followed suit, with more surely to do the 
same, as the ramifications of the new 
technology are fully felt.
Continued on Page 2
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5 Education 
Practices to 
Set Your Child 
Apart From 
the Crowd
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It has become a common occur-
rence to see angry parents attend-
ing school board meetings in the 
past few years, upset about sexually 
explicit material or gender transi-
tion encouragement presented in 
the classroom.

But a recent school board meeting 
in California featured parents upset 
about something other than gender 
and sexuality issues for once. This 
time, they were concerned about 
high school honors classes—re-
moved in the name of equity.

School is already too easy for stu-
dents, parents told the board, one 
parent noting that she wanted her 
child to be challenged.

“My daughter, who is a sophomore, 
has said that it’s not working,” anoth-
er parent said. “She’s been in honors 
the whole way and as a sophomore 
now, she says she’s not challenged.”

Perhaps that lack of challenge is 
the real goal. The equity excuse 
works as a nice, politically correct 
cover—but maybe what the powers-
that-be really want is a dumbed-
down society that doesn’t have 
enough brains to fight back against 
the encroaching government pow-
ers of the elite.

Since its founding, American 
government depended upon an 
educated citizenry. Individuals 
such as Thomas Jefferson, Neil 
Postman explains in his book, 
“Building a Bridge to the 18th Cen-
tury,” believed that “the best way 
for citizens to protect their liberty 
is for them to be encouraged to be 
skeptical, to be suspicious of au-
thority, and to be prepared (and 
unafraid) to resist propaganda.” 
This is done by training citizens 
to have “critical minds.”

Clearly, today’s classrooms—hon-
ors or otherwise—aren’t doing that 
training. 

Continued on Page 2

America has depended  
on an educated citizenry 
since its founding

according to neil Postman, author 
of “Building a Bridge to the 18th 
century,” asking questions is “the 
most significant intellectual skill 
available to human beings.”

HONOR CODE
Some high schools and 

colleges require new 
students to take an honor 

pledge. Such a rite of 
passage could provide a 
defense against the lure 

of technology and the 
temptation to cheat.

The End of 
Education as We 
Know It? 

Education

Part 2 of 2

It’s time to teach 
students to ask 
questions and turn 
them into active, not 
passive, vessels.
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Banning it isn’t as easy as one might 
imagine, however. Suppose the 
chatbot’s website is blacklisted by a 
school’s firewall. That’s a good start, as 
it means no access through the cam-
pus internet portal.

But internet access is far more ubiqui-
tous than in decades past, and so that 
pesky bot is everywhere your child’s 
smartphone goes, too. What’s to pre-
vent a student from accessing it, say, 
in the cafeteria, hallway, or bathroom, 
away from prying eyes and off the school 
network?

For a ban on school grounds to really 
reach full impact, it means collecting 
smartphones and other devices with 
internet capability. While some schools 
have no-device policies (with indepen-
dent schools leading the way), the ma-
jority don’t, and implementation adds 
what for many would be a large layer of 
a logistical nightmare.

Parents can do their part and at least 
look after their own kids by using pa-
rental controls, filters, and specialized 
software on devices. Just as important 
as mobile devices, of course, are the in-
ternet setup you have at home and how 
any personal computers are configured. 
Common Sense Media offers helpful ad-
vice on how to configure things, and what 
tools you might utilize for the task.

If you’ve covered your part on the home 
front, that’s half the battle. And if your 
child’s school isn’t doing its part, your 
voice and concerns as a parent are im-
portant to express.

Have That Talk About  
the Birds and Bots
The bees can wait. The bots can’t.

Even if your child is in elementary 
school, it isn’t too early to have some im-
portant conversations about the respon-
sible use of technology and the ethics of 
using AI tools.

While almost every child knows by a 
certain age that cheating is wrong, with 
ChatGPT, the lines can become blurred. 
It can do many helpful and productive 
things, after all, and it can serve as a 
resource or tool for studying and learn-
ing. Many educators are trying to tap 
into this side and teach kids to use it 
constructively.

But the problem is that it’s a slippery 
slope, and one is never more than just a 
few clicks (or “prompts,” more accurately) 

away from letting the chatbot do all the 
thinking—or essay writing—for you. It’s 
easy to have a moment of weakness, or 
panic, that leads to a very bad decision. 
And even at its best, as a research tool or 
study aid, the tool might very well foster 
dependency.

If you’re looking for an analogy, I think 
it’s never been more appropriate to in-
voke the phrase “playing with fire.”

All of these are things that should be 
talked about. And that’s true every bit 
as much if your household (or school) 
opts to block ChatGPT. It’s important 
for children to know the “why” of the 
decision, and understand that it’s a rea-
soned move that has to do with their 
best interests.

Perhaps the greatest teachable moment 
of it all is the chance to foster moral rea-
soning, virtuous decision-making, and 
personal responsibility.

Children who are fortunate to have 
adults nurturing these values and traits 
in them will be infinitely better prepared 
for handling the temptations of today’s 
chatbots—or whatever it is next coming 
down the tech pipeline.

Make a Pledge of It
Talk may be cheap, as they say. So why not 
go one step further and consider imple-
menting—at the school level—an honor 
code? In days past, many institutions 
prided themselves on such things and 
made honor pledges and the like a defin-
ing part of character-centered education.

Examples of these still abound, and at 
multiple age levels. Haverford College, in 
Pennsylvania, has been carrying on the 
tradition of its honor code for more than 
125 years, and it’s still going strong. At 
the secondary level, St. George’s School, 
in Rhode Island, begins each academic 
year with an honor code ceremony in the 
school’s chapel, with students signing 
their name into an honor book as a pledge 
of fidelity. Breakout discussions follow to 
help internalize it all.

Rites of passage and traditions such as 
these provide a powerful buttress against 
the lure of technologies and tendencies 
that might cater to our lesser whims.

When implemented at the schoolwide 
level, they become part of the culture of 
a place, and a shared value, or practice, 
of the entire community. They can pro-
vide a behavioral norm that’s in every-
one’s best interest. Doing the right thing 
becomes just what you do, even when 
nobody’s watching.

The End of 
Education as We 
Know It? 

EDUCATION
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So how do we as parents and caring 
adults give today’s students a solid, chal-
lenging education? Postman sets forth 
five ideas that are sadly foreign to today’s 
education system.

Teach Students to Ask Questions
Asking questions is “not taught in 

school,” Postman writes, an amazing fact 
because this is “the most significant in-
tellectual skill available to human be-
ings.” There are several possible reasons 
for this lack of instruction, including that 
teachers don’t know how to teach such 
a subject, nor do they or other leaders 
want students to understand the art of 
question-asking, for “they want students 

to be answer-givers, not question askers.”
Such a failure to ask questions hinders 

curiosity. It accepts the world as it is and 
turns the student into a passive vessel wait-
ing to be filled, rather than an active one 
ready to pour into others, conjure up pos-
sibilities, and make connections. It’s time 
to teach students to ask questions and turn 
them into active, not passive, vessels.

Move Beyond the  
Grammar Stage

Many people are familiar with “gram-
mar school,” a term synonymous with 
elementary school. But what many don’t 
realize is that grammar school is just one 
of three educational phases, the other 
two being logic and rhetoric.

We have largely forgotten these latter 

5 Education Practices
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A crucial 
but often 
overlooked 
part of tech 
education is 
learning how 
to analyze 
technology’s 
psychological, 
social, and 
political 
effects.
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Provide Strategic Professional 
Development 
One recent survey by Study.com found 
that 72 percent of teachers haven’t re-
ceived any form of faculty guidance on 
how to handle ChatGPT. That means 
the majority of teachers are having to 
go it alone, professionally, on this one.

While the topic is certainly the stuff of 
lunchtime chats, casual conversations, 
and ad hoc troubleshooting, these 
are no substitutes for administrative 
guidance on the matter. School lead-
ers need to provide training and per-
spectives—and ideally, a position—on 
handling the technology if faculty are 
to respond as thoughtfully as possible 
and, more importantly, all be on the 
same page.

If students are using it as widely as 
believed, it’s tantamount that school 
resources be marshaled to prepare 
teachers to deal with the problem—
and quickly.

Make Smart Pedagogical Moves
There’s a lot that teachers can do, in terms 
of lesson planning and teaching meth-
ods, to offset the potential of ChatGPT 
causing damage. These needn’t be seen 
as concessions, however. There are well-
founded pedagogical moves that many 
might want to explore, anyway, if new 
to them.

One move is to consider “flipping” one’s 
classroom to some degree. That means, 
in simplest terms, assigning what would 
normally be in-class direct instruction 
(e.g., “lecturing”) as out-of-class assign-
ments. Students would watch a video 
clip, at home and in their own time, of 
the presentation and come to class ready 
to engage in discussion, role plays, and 
work related to what was taught in the 
video. This would include doing writing 
work, for example, in an English class.

This also has the advantage of freeing up 
teachers to engage with students, one on 
one or in small groups, and provide indi-

vidualized feedback in real time. It allows 
the instructor to take on more of a “coach” 
type role—for instance, circulating and 
helping students to implement key points 
for constructing an opening paragraph, 
or solving a quadratic equation.

This also can result in some really ter-
rific energy in the classroom, as pens 
are whirling, keys are clicking away, and 
focused conversations are happening. 
Everyone’s on task, doing actual work. 
It can build a great amount of student 
confidence, as nobody is ever apt to be 
stuck for long. I’ve personally loved being 
able to help get young essay writers out 
of “writers block” with on-the-spot tips, 
prompts, and encouragement.

(For the many English teachers who’ve 
embraced a writing workshop model, 
as in the above description, ChatGPT is 
about as frightening as a fly on the wall.)

While this might have sounded onerous 
for the educator a few years ago when 
the “flipped” movement was getting a 

lot of buzz, in a post-pandemic era, it’s 
old hat for many. Or at least, not a huge 
leap. Abundant resources are there to 
support the transition. Check out the 
website modernclassrooms.org for re-
sources, videos, and research supporting 
the approach.

Even if one doesn’t go all the way in flip-
ping things around, a little tinkering can 
go far. To illustrate, for a social studies 
paper, initial research could be done as 
a class in the library, as several of my col-
leagues like to do. (It’s a great chance to 
teach and model information-gathering 
skills, apart from a nice change of scene!)

That can be followed up with hashing 
out an initial thesis statement in class, 
along with doing a first outline there. (I 
often like to see this done on good old-
fashioned paper, as it’s more tangible 
and allows for rich markup from peers 
or the teacher on the spot.) One can also 
do other forms of pre-writing in class, 
which allows the teacher to guide stu-
dents through it and see their work in 
real time. Again, this by default makes 
everything transparent.

You can also go a step further by al-
lotting time in class for constructing 
opening paragraphs or even writing 
much of the first draft—perhaps even, 
again, on paper.

All of this not only builds confidence in 
students and gives them valuable prac-
tice and time on task, but also makes 
their thinking visible. To help students 
get the most out of it, I like to give feed-
back at each stage of the writing process; 
peer feedback is great, too.

With these creative approaches and 
others like them, ChatGPT should have 
far less appeal to students. By the time 
they hit that second paragraph of the first 
draft, they’re off and running, on their 
own two feet.

Benchmark It
Here’s one last suggestion for those wish-
ing to go the extra mile, and for those who 
are still leery about the specter of the bot 
(which perhaps your school has yet to ban).

In the first week of school, have students 
write an essay, in class and by hand, as 
a baseline or “benchmark” assessment. 
It doesn’t matter so much what the topic 
is, though it might be wise to have it mir-
ror the type of writing students will be 
doing in your class later on (e.g., persua-
sive, narrative, etc.). It could spill over to 
a second class if need be.

The point is to capture a sample of 
where the student is at and what their 
work looks like, left to their own (non-
electronic!) devices. File it away, and 
should the need ever arise, you’ll have 
a reference point for what the student’s 
unadulterated work looks like. It can be 
surprisingly helpful.

Think of this as an old-school plagia-
rism detector. It may not be AI-powered, 
but it’s apt to be just as good, if not better.

Matthew John is a veteran teacher and 
writer who is passionate about history, 
culture, and good literature. He lives in 
New York.

A flipped classroom decreases the chances of cheating while increasing the teacher’s opportunities to give feedback to each student. 
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two phases today, but Postman recom-
mends we revive them.

“These subjects,” he writes, “are about 
the relationship between language and 
reality; they are about the differences 
among kinds of statements, about the 
nature of propaganda, about the ways in 
which we search for truths.” Given that 
language and the meaning of words are 
continually changing and being used to 
fit whatever agendas people have these 
days, the time seems ripe for a resurgence 
in logic and rhetoric.

“Serious attempt at language study” 
is what Postman believes is the key to 
helping “the young defend themselves 
against propaganda in all its seductive 
varieties.”

Expose Students to Multiple 
Scientific Theories

Today’s scientific instruction, Postman 
explains, is very dogmatic and authori-
tarian in nature, and as such, “it is the ex-
act opposite of scientific belief.” Because 
of this, Postman believes that compet-
ing scientific theories should be taught 
alongside each other—evolution and 
creation, for instance, or the theories of 
Ptolemy and Copernicus—causing stu-
dents to weigh the evidence for each “and 
then explain why they think one is to be 
preferred over the other.”

“Good science has nothing to fear from 
bad science,” Postman writes, “and by 
our putting one next to the other, the 

education of our youth would be served 
exceedingly well.” Having lived through 
the COVID-19 pandemic, experiencing 
firsthand the results of various scientific 
and medical theories on the spread and 
behavior of infectious diseases, it seems 
that many of us would have been better 
off had our own generations learned 
such an approach to science.

A Different Kind of  
Tech Education

In the past 30 years or so, the demand 
for the latest tech equipment always 
seems to top educators’ lists. First, com-
puters were absolutely necessary, then 
it was a tablet for every student, and a 
while back it was smartboards (are those 
even around anymore?). As someone re-
cently commented to me, schools likely 
push tech instruction so that it looks like 
they’re doing something.

Whether that’s true or not, Postman en-
courages us to pursue a different kind of 
tech education, one that focuses not on 
how to use computers, but on the “psy-
chological, social, and political effects of 
new technologies.”

“If we are going to make technology 
education part of the curriculum,” Post-
man writes, “its goal must be to teach stu-
dents to use technology rather than to be 
used by it. And that means that they must 
know how a technology’s use affects the 
society in which they live, as well as their 
own personal lives.”

Incorporate Religious 
Instruction

This is a tricky subject because of the 
separation of church and state issue, 
Postman acknowledges. Neverthe-
less, there are two reasons he believes 
a good education provides religious 
instruction.

The first is that without a knowledge of 
religion, students experience a great lack 
of cultural literacy, missing out on the 
meaning behind many plays, artwork, 
and other societal references. The second 
is that everyone needs to wrestle with the 
great questions of life, namely, “Who am 
I?” and “Why am I here?” Postman rhe-
torically asks, “Is it possible to consider 
these questions by ignoring the answers 
provided by religion?”

Today’s public schools are focused 
on advancing equity, inclusion, and 
politically correct agendas. Regardless 
of whether your children or grandchil-
dren attend the public schools, why not 
march to the beat of a different drummer 
and begin instilling these five alterna-
tive forms of education in them? Such 
an action will likely set them apart from 
the crowd and set them on the path to 
becoming tomorrow’s leaders.

Annie Holmquist is a cultural commen-
tator hailing from America’s heartland 
who loves classic books, architecture, 
music, and values. Her writings can be 
found at Annie’s Attic on Substack.

to Set Your Child Apart From the Crowd
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If we are 
going to make 
technology 
education 
part of the 
curriculum, 
its goal must 
be to teach 
students 
to use 
technology 
rather than to 
be used by it.
Neil Postman, author
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We live in secular times. One of our for-
mer presidents, Calvin Coolidge, said that 
“the business of America is business.” Cer-
tainly, making and taking money seems 
to be heavy on the minds of many people. 
Even in music, a prominent contemporary 
composer remarked, “I began working in a 
record store when I was a kid. The first thing 
I knew about music was that you sold it; in 
other words, people paid for it.”

Let us compare this way of thinking with 
that of Johann Sebastian Bach, a citizen 
of another country, from another time, al-
most 400 years past. His works often bore 
the inscription “Only for the glory of God.” 
In the margins of books from his personal 
library are entries such as “Where there 
is devotional music, God with His grace 
is always present,” and “music has been 
mandated by God’s spirit.”

The deeply religious Bach was born in 
1685 at Eisenach in present-day central Ger-
many, next to last in a line of six generations 
of highly esteemed church musicians. They 
made their livelihood as organists, choir 
masters, or composers, but their employ-
ment was secondary to their ardent faith.

The extended Bach family, scattered 
throughout the various Germanic king-
doms, celebrated an annual reunion, and 
it’s significant that the first event, after 
everyone was assembled, was the singing 
together of a hymn.

Student Years
From the age of 8, Bach sang in the choir, 
and he quickly learned all keyboard, string, 
and wind instruments. In his 18th year, he 
became organist at the New Church in 
Arnstadt, and 20 years later, after a series 
of increasingly prestigious positions, he 
became cantor and music director of the 
magnificent St. Thomas Church in Leipzig, 
where he remained until his death in 1750.

His duties there were formidable. He 
taught composition, practiced, performed, 
and conducted at church services, wrote 
more than three sets of cantatas for every 
Sunday in the liturgical year, and produced 
masterpieces including the B Minor Mass, 
the St. Matthew and the St. John Passions, 
the Magnificat, the Christmas and Easter 
Oratorios, and scores of other works for vari-
ous solo instruments and ensembles.

The output is astonishing, but still more 
astonishing is that the expressive power 
of every note of every piece, religious or 
secular, is filled with the “glory of God,” to 
whom they are dedicated. Indeed, there is 
no distinction between sacred and secular 
in his writing.

He spoke little about himself, other than a 
passing remark like “I work hard.” While he 
wasn’t treated very well by his superiors at 
St. Thomas, Bach lived in God’s eyes rather 
in the eyes of men. It mattered little to him 
what others thought.

Bach the Man
Aside from the memories of friends and 
family, a few letters, and some legal docu-
ments, little is known about Bach the man. 
However, we know he loved his morning 
coffee, he loved his pipe, and he loved his 
first wife, Maria Barbara, who bore him 

Bach’s Music 
‘Mandated by 

God’s Spirit’
Illustration after  
a woodcut, itself 

based on an 1850 
watercolor by 

Eduard Bendemann. 

St. Thomas Church and School,  
Leipzig, where Bach served as 
choirmaster, in 1723. 
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It is a great thing 
when people gather 

to celebrate a 
mystery and to create 
something of beauty 

together. Bach’s 
Passions address the 

eternal question  
‘Why do we suffer?’

Truth    

seven children. After her death, he loved 
his second wife, Anna Magdalena, with 
whom he fathered 13 more.

He was sometimes outspoken. He had a 
temper, and once, at a rehearsal, threw his 
wig at a careless musician.

He was also kind. When a favorite student, 
Johann Philipp Kirnberger, was ill for sev-
eral weeks, the teacher came to the boy’s 
room so the lessons might continue. Later, 
when thanks were offered, Bach asked him 
not to speak of gratitude, but only promise 
to pass on what had been given to him.

The Bach Passions
Statistics, anecdotes, and critical analyses 
can’t tell us what Bach’s music tells of this 
servant of God, perhaps the greatest of all 
musicians. The deepest expression of his 
faith is found in the St. John and the St. Mat-
thew Passions. Their dramatic structure, 
their vision, and their expressive power 
place them at the zenith of our Western 
musical tradition.

During the Christian Holy Week, it was 
customary in the early Christian church 
to read the story of Christ’s final days. By 
Bach’s time, this story, the Passion, had 
become a musical narrative, a remarkable 
phenomenon unprecedented in our musi-
cal canon: Every soul present in the church 
becomes a participant.

A solo voice reads the words of the Evan-
gelist, soloists are assigned the roles in the 
story, the entire congregation joins in the 
chorales, and other soloists bear witness 
to the events that unfold, expressing their 
compassion, their sorrow, their thanks.

It’s a great thing when people gather to 
celebrate a mystery and to create some-
thing of beauty together. Bach’s Passions 
address the eternal question “Why do we 
suffer?” The works give us perhaps the 
only answer we can begin to grasp: God 
himself assuming a human form, suffer-
ing what mortals suffer, in order to offer 
eternal life. It is the ground that the faithful 
stand upon, and certainly the source of 
Bach’s musical offerings to God and man.

Raymond Beegle has performed as a 
collaborative pianist in the major concert 
halls of the United States, Europe, and 
South America; has written for The 
Opera Quarterly, Classical Voice, Fanfare 
Magazine, Classic Record Collector (UK), 
and The New York Observer. Beegle has 
served on the faculty of the State University 
of New York–Stony Brook, the Music 
Academy of the West, and the American 
Institute of Musical Studies in Graz, 
Austria. He has taught in the chamber 
music division of the Manhattan School of 
Music for the past 28 years.

THE EPOCH TIMES INTERVIEWS SHEN YUN AUDIENCES

Jacksonville  Fla.  April 5–6
New York City N.Y.   April 6–16
Chicago Ill.    April 7–9
Orange Park Fla.  April 8–9
Athens Ga.   April 11
Spokane Wash.   April 11–12

Shen Yun’s Upcoming  
Performances

For additional performance dates,  
please visit ShenYun.com/tickets

New York-based Shen Yun 
Performing Arts is the world’s 
premier classical Chinese dance 

and music company, established in 
2006. Aiming for an artistic revival 
and celebration of China’s rich cultural 
heritage, the company performs classical 
Chinese dance, ethnic and folk dance, 
and story-based dance, accompanied by 
orchestral and solo performers.

The Epoch Times is a proud sponsor of Shen Yun Performing Arts. We have covered audience reactions since Shen Yun’s inception in 2006.

 
[Shen Yun] went 
beyond the 
intellectual to the 
spirit and the soul and 
the heart.
RICK RISO,  
studio singer, Northridge, Calif.

 
[Shen Yun] is the most 
creatively purposeful 
thing I have ever 
experienced.
AMIR WINDOM, 
Grammy Award-winning record 
executive, St. Petersburg, Fla.

 
It’s a [way] to connect 
to heaven. You feel like 
you’re connected to 
different dimensions.
RENATO MOSCA, 
consul general of Brazil,  
Vancouver, Canada 

 
[Seeing Shen Yun,]  
I had goosebumps. I 
felt like I went through 
a spiritual journey. I 
felt ... calmness, inner 
peace, and tranquility.
JESSICA TOMASONE, 
choreographer, Mississauga, 
Canada

Shen Yun Takes You on a ‘Spiritual Journey’

Tellers: 
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(Top to Bottom) The artist included a uni-
corn in his painting of the Genesis story. 
Detail of “Creation of the Animals,” 1550– 
1553, by Tintoretto. Oil on canvas, 5 feet by 
8 1/2 feet. Academic Gallery, Venice.

Many species of birds fly off as they are 
immediately created in this detail of “Crea-
tion of the Animals,” 1550–1553, by Tin-
toretto. Oil on canvas, 5 feet by 8 1/2 feet. 
Academic Gallery, Venice.

The figure of the Divine Creator resembles 
Michelangelo’s depiction of God on the Sis-
tine Chapel’s ceiling. Detail of “Creation of 
the Animals,” 1550–1553, by Tintoretto. 
Oil on canvas, 5 feet by 8 1/2 feet. Aca-
demic Gallery, Venice.

ALL PHOTOS IN THE PUBLIC DOMAIN

“Creation of the Animals,” 1550–1553, by Tintoretto. Oil on canvas, 5 feet by 8 1/2 feet. Academic Gallery, Venice.

YVONNE MARCOTTE

It’s an immense task to try to capture 
the essence of God’s creation, although 
one artist made a powerful attempt.

Jacopo “Il Tintoretto” Robusti (1518–
1594) apprenticed in the workshop of 
the leading Venetian artist at that time, 
Titian. A 2019 retrospective exhibition 
of the artist’s work at the National Gal-
lery of Art in Washington marked the 
500th anniversary of Tintoretto’s birth.

“Legend has it that when Jacopo 
Tintoretto was 12 years old, he was 
so good at drawing that he rattled Ti-
tian,” Susan Stamberg wrote in an ar-
ticle covering the exhibit for National 
Public Radio’s Oregon Public Broad-
cast. “As the story goes—the old master 
gone away for several days, and when he 
came back he found some of Tintoretto’s 
drawings.”

According to Frederick Ilchman, co-
curator of the exhibit: “He saw these 
drawings and said, ‘Who did this?’ The 
young Tintoretto was nervous, thinking 
he’d done a bad job ... and was going to 
be corrected. No, they were not bad—in 
fact, they were too good.”

After the young artist left his appren-
ticeship with Titian, he was soon rec-
ognized among the greats of Venetian 
artists.

God Fills the World
A painting that highlights Tintoretto’s 
dynamic style was completed for the 
School of the Holy Trinity in Venice: his 
“Creation of the Animals” (1550–1553). 
The painting is large, at 8 1/2 feet wide. 
It depicts the Biblical story of God fill-
ing the world with an abundance of 
animals.

The artist painted a scene of great ac-
tion and tremendous power. The up-
per and lower sections of the canvas 
are dark and barren, barely more than 
a void. The composition swirls with an 
exciting rhythm as the Creator, in a halo 
of light, appears out of the darkness.

Then, God gets to work.
“God flies across the canvas, animat-

ing the animals, who fly, swim, leap, 
and gallop in the same direction at the 
very moment of their creation,” the web 
journal Taylor & Francis Online states, 
and goes on to say that “in this painting 
Tintoretto, may have been laying claim 
to a sort of inspired, vivifying divine 
velocity.”

The Divine Creator wears a wrap of 
brilliant red, which flows and snaps ex-
citedly around him. He floats over the 
ground near shore, with a foot against 
a large tree.

Like an archer, God seems to bend 
the bow of a small tree, shooting his 
finger like an arrow. As he extends a 
hand, fish and birds explode forward 
as if in a race. He has only to have a 
thought and they come to life, imme-
diately rushing to fill every corner of 
the earth. The animals are painted in 
dynamic lines, rushing to fulfil their 
roles in the newly created world.

The sea is filled with marine animals 
of every kind: sturgeon, salmon, and 
red mullet (a species of goatfish found 
in the Mediterranean). Their eyes seem 
to communicate an understanding of 
where they are going: They are enrich-
ing the world of humanity.

According to Answers in Genesis, 
ornithologists estimate the number of 
living bird species in the world to be 
about 10,380. Abundance indeed. In 
Tintoretto’s sky are, just created, an 
array of winged fowl: swans, ducks, 
possibly long-beaked pelicans. They 
are in full flight after just coming into 

being. With just a thought, God does 
everything quickly.

In muted browns, land animals await 
God’s instruction. A dog drinks at the 
shore, and rabbits cavort under the feet 
of God. On the right, there are some 
common creatures that one would 
expect: a deer, cow, and a turkey. Yet 
there are some that are unexpected. An 
ostrich is in the background. “Exotic 
creatures like the ostrich walking on the 
shore were much admired as gifts from 
guests to the princely courts of northern 
Italy,” according to the Web Gallery of 
Art website.

Most unexpected of all is an animal 
thought to exist only in myth—a uni-
corn. The mythical creature, mouth 
open, seems to be straining to be set free 
into man’s world. Amazingly, unicorns 
are mentioned in the King James Ver-
sion of the Bible and were well known 
in ancient classical culture. The tusk 
of another mammal, the narwhal, was 
sought and valued in Tintoretto’s time 
and in previous centuries as a medici-
nal cure.

On this day of creation, the world is 
being populated by wonderful crea-
tures for man. The Divine Creator must 
have been pleased with what he had 
just made.

“And God saw that it was good.” (Gen-
esis 1:25)

Tintoretto’s Adept Brushwork
The School of the Holy Trinity in Venice 
commissioned Tintoretto in 1550 to do a 
cycle of paintings inspired by the stories 
of Genesis. The paintings highlighted 
his technique of painting with swift 
brushstrokes.

“In this work, Tintoretto also empha-
sizes his famously rapid brushwork, 
which picks out the multitudes of ani-
mals, God’s beard, and the furls of his 
cloak with quick flicks of white,” accord-
ing to Taylor & Francis.

And he learned from the best. The 
work of Michelangelo and Titian guided 
him throughout his career. The artist 
greatly admired Michelangelo’s ge-
nius of depicting the human figure. He 
studied Michelangelo’s Sistine Chapel 
ceiling, especially the figures of God 
creating the sun, the moon, and Adam. 
Tintoretto learned how to use brilliant 
color from his Venetian master, Titian.

In fact, Tintoretto installed an inscrip-
tion over his studio to remind him of 
the source of his inspiration: “Michel-
angelo’s drawing and Titian’s color” (“Il 
disegno di Michelangelo ed il colorito 
di Tiziano”).

In a bow to both of his masters in 
this painting, Tintoretto dynamically 
portrays the sacred human body with 
a joyful nod to the natural world. The 
“Creation of the Animals” is now at the 
Academic Gallery in Venice.

Fish of all kinds are depicted in “Creation of the Animals,” 1550–1553, by Tintoretto.  
Oil on canvas, 5 feet by 8 1/2 feet. Academic Gallery, Venice.

On this day of creation, 
the world is being 
populated by wonderful 
creatures.

An Empty World Explodes With Life
SACRED ART

T I N T O R E T T O ’ S  ‘ C R E AT I O N  O F  T H E  A N I M A L S ’
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Vision Teaches a 
Man Near Death to

After losing his wife and son in 
a car accident, Jeff Olsen had a 
divine encounter that changed 

his perspective forever
CATHERINE YANG

I
t was a family vacation, and the Ol-
sens had just been celebrating Eas-
ter. Jeff Olsen was driving home to 
Bountiful, Utah, after visiting rela-
tives. His wife, Tamara, was asleep in 

the front passenger seat, still holding his 
hand, their 14-month-old son, Griffin, was 
asleep in his car seat, and their 7-year-old 
son, Spencer, was awake in the back seat, 
playing with his toys.

Olsen felt his eyes grow heavy, and he 
blinked. In an instant, his life upended: 
The car rolled over, and gravel flew as they 
spun; he heard Spencer crying hysterically, 
felt horrific pain, and then blacked out.

In the accident, Olsen lost the love of his 
life and his son in an instant, as well as the 
use of his body. His body was mangled as 
he suffered multiple life-threatening inju-
ries that would require at least 18 surgeries 
and amputation of his left leg.

But it was what he saw and heard in the 
moment near death that gave him the 
strength to not only live on but grasp joy 
again, Olsen shared in an interview with 
Epoch Times sister media outlet NTD’s 
“Mysteries of Life.”

Last Goodbye
“I’ll never forget certain things about that 
morning,” he said.

They had been visiting Tamara’s parents, 
and after hugs and goodbyes and buckling 
everyone into the car, Tamara stopped Ol-
sen from starting to drive off and ran back 
to give her parents goodbyes once more.

“And I noticed that; I watched her as she 
hugged them and kissed them and then 
she turned and had this glowing smile on 
her face,” he said. “In hindsight, I see how 
critical and poignant that was.”

Then, on the highway, there was an instant 
where Olsen glanced in the rearview mirror 
and saw his toddler, who had fallen asleep.

“And it was like time stood still—I noticed 
the details,” he said. “I had the thought, 
‘Wow, we were told we would not have an-
other child, and here he is, our miracle boy.’

“And I heard Spencer, my 7-year-old boy, 
playing; he had little action figures behind 
the driver’s seat where I was. And I thought, 
‘Wow, I’m so lucky, I’m so blessed.’”

It was about an hour after this that Ol-
sen lost control of the car, overcorrected, 
and blacked out. He doesn’t remember, but 
the accident report states that the car must 
have rolled six or eight times.

The moment he became conscious again 
was when he heard his son crying, and he 
thought with complete consciousness that 
he had to get to his boy, only to realize that he 
couldn’t move. He knew he was experiencing 
pain, but was unaware of his injuries.

“I was unaware that both of my legs had 
been crushed. In fact, my left leg was eventu-
ally amputated above the knee. I had dam-
aged my back, I had damaged my rib cage, 
my lungs were collapsing, and my right arm 
had almost been completely torn off. And the 
seat belt had cut through and ruptured all 
my insides. I was unaware of that, with the 
adrenaline and my child crying,” he said.

“And that’s when the brutal reality hit 
that no one else was crying.

“That’s the worst hell I suppose a man 
can be in. I was driving the car. I mean, the 
guilt, the regret, the remorse. I kept think-
ing, ‘Can’t I just wind back those three sec-
onds? Can’t I just wind back?’

“And then light came, it was like tangible 
light rushed to me and came around me.”

Olsen was surrounded and comforted 
and felt himself rise up above the accident 
scene, he said. He could breathe. And then, 
Tamara was there in the comforting light.

“And she was fine—she was beautiful, she 
was gorgeous, she was radiant,” Olsen said.

“She was communicating to me and 
saying, ‘Jeff, you can’t stay, you can’t stay. 
You’ve got to go back.’”

He remembers actually having a con-
versation and making a choice about 
what he should do.

Jeff Olsen, author of the international best-seller “Knowing.” 

COURTESY OF JEFFREY OLSEN

I was joyfully 
running 
thinking 
‘I’m home, 
I’m home,’ 
and then the 
knowledge 
came that I 
was not here 
to stay.
Jeff Olsen, author

I was only 
asked one 
question 
the whole 
time by the 
divine, and 
the question 
was, ‘To what 
degree have 
you learned 
to love?’
Jeff Olsen, author

Love

“If I stayed with her, Spencer would be 
orphaned,” he said.

Back in the Body
“We have no idea how powerful our 
thoughts are, because in me choosing to 
go back, suddenly, I found myself moving 
about a hospital, a busy level-one trauma 
center.

“It’s as if I had a 360-degree awareness of 
what was going on around me, and yet ev-
eryone I encountered, every single person, 
I knew them perfectly.”

A nurse he had never met before walked 
passed him, and in an instant, he knew 
about the abuse she had suffered as a 
child and her choice to find her calling in 
healing. He said he felt this oneness with 
everyone he came upon—until finally, he 
came across one man on a gurney he felt 
nothing from.

“That’s when I stepped forward to take a 
closer look and realized, oh my goodness, 
that’s me—or that’s my body,” he said.

Olsen thought he must be dead, but felt 
more alive than he ever was.

“Yet as I looked at myself, I knew I had 
made that deal. I had promised my wife I 
would come back and raise our son, and I 
knew I had to get back in the body,” he said.

The moment Olsen had that thought, he 
was instantly inside his body. But together 
with the return came all the pain, grief, 
trauma, and regret.

“It was a very heavy experience,” he said. 
“I was in the hospital for five months.”

But suddenly, there was peace, and he felt 
that comforting light again. It raised him up 
above the hospital bed, and then left him 
in “the most beautiful, incredible place.”

“The only word that comes close to what I 
was experiencing is, I was ‘home,’” he said. 
“I was whole, and my leg was not cut off.

“I was joyfully running, thinking ‘I’m 
home, I’m home,’ and then the knowledge 
came that I was not here to stay.”

Down the Corridor
With the knowledge came the appearance 
of a corridor that Olsen knew he was sup-
posed to enter. At the end of it, there was a 
crib. He raced to it and saw his 14-month-
old son sleeping, looking as peaceful and 
beautiful as he did in Olsen’s last glance in 
the rearview mirror.

“And at that time, there was this presence 
coming up behind me. This overwhelm-
ing, cosmic, wise, powerful presence. And 
I began to be fearful.

“I felt like, that is God, and I am in so 
much trouble. My little boy is here be-
cause I lost control and crashed the car. 
His life was cut short because I overcor-
rected. And this guilt was bubbling up 
and this presence was coming closer 
and closer, and as it came so close, and 
I’m weeping, holding my child, I had the 
thought, ‘I hope I can be forgiven.’

“The first communication was [this]: 
‘There’s nothing to forgive. Everything is 
in divine order.’ And I thought, how can 
that be? And then my life appeared. ... I saw 

my parents’ divorce, I saw the insecurities 
that [were] created in me, I saw the way 
I attempted [to] overcome or cover those 
up—for me, it was sports and athletics, and 
if I just perform well enough, then I’m OK. 
But there was this insecure little boy, and 
I was seeing it in that innocence.

“This beautiful, divine being, God if you 
will, who held me, said, ‘There are no mis-
takes. What did you learn from it?’ I kept 
being asked, ‘What did you learn from it?’ 
And suddenly, I was seeing this review in 
such a different way.”

Olsen felt God communicate, “You are 
as precious to the divine as the little boy 
you hold.”

“And that was so powerful to me,” Olsen 
said. “Here I was, holding my child, who 
to me is perfect and divine and holy and 
precious and beloved, and yet here was 
God communicating to me, that ... every 
living soul is that precious, is that beloved.

“I was only asked one question the whole 
time by the divine, and the question was, 
‘To what degree have you learned to love?’ 
It changed me forever.

“I was given a choice. ... The divine com-
municated to me that, well, you can be mad 
at God your whole life and feel like, wow, a 
divine force should not have allowed this 
accident to happen. I was told I could beat 
myself up my whole life.”

He was shown another choice.
“He said, perhaps you can give your son 

to me. Perhaps you can hand him over and 
trust and realize it’s all love, and in all that 
peace and all that beauty and all that divine 
light, I was able to kiss my little boy, and 
I—I handed him over,” Olsen said.

And suddenly, Olsen was back in the hos-
pital bed, but his perspective had changed 
entirely. Instead of feeling like he had his 
son torn away from him, he had exercised 
his will and given his son to God.

It happened 26 years ago, in March. The 
question God asked Olsen is now one he 
asks himself constantly—a companion in 
his process of growth. It has been about 
loving one’s neighbor, but also cherishing 
himself as a child of God.

Life has unfolded in a beautiful way since 
then, Olsen said. He saw the heroism of his 
brothers who helped him, learned to use a 
wheelchair and then a prosthetic limb, and 
raised his son Spencer. He even fell in love 
again, and with his second wife, Tanya, he 
raised two more sons. He shared his stories 
in the memoir “Knowing,” which became 
an international bestseller.

“Love to me is letting go of expectations, 
letting go of conditions, and leaning into 
pure, unconditional love, love without con-
ditions, and loving myself. If I can love my-
self, then that love radiates out,” he said.

“I don’t know if one needs a near-death 
experience to connect with that divine love 
and that divine energy of reaching out and 
supporting, and being kind and compas-
sionate, and just being a person of love. 
That’s my takeaway.”

NTD contributed to this report.
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The 
Rabbit

By Mrs. W. K. Clifford 

The moon is shining o’er the field,
A little breeze is blowing,
The radish leaves are crisp and green,
The lettuces are growing.
The owl is in the ivy-bush,
With both his eyes a-winking;
The rabbit shakes his little tail,
And sits him down a-thinking—

“Oh! where are all the dormice gone?
And are the frogs a-wooing?
Will no one come to play with me?
What are they all a-doing?”
Poor little rabbit, all alone,
Don’t let the master meet you;
He’ll shoot you with his little gun,
And merrily he’ll eat you!

O
n April 6, 1483, 
Rennaissance 
master painter 
and architect 

Raphael was born in 
Urbino, Italy. 

His extraordinary 
works include 
paintings such as 
“School of Athens” 
and “Resurrection of 
Christ,” among many 
others.

Raphael died a mere 
37 years after his 
birth, also on April 6.

RAPHAEL 
IS BORN

L.M. MONTGOMERY,  
AUTHOR (1874–1942)

That is one good 
thing about this 
world. There are 
always sure to be 
more springs.

By Aidan Danza

AKHAL-TEKE
The Akhal-Teke (pronounced 
Akhall Teekee) hails from 
Turkmenistan (a desert 
country bordering the 
Caspian Sea, Iran, and 
Afghanistan). It is the perfect 
steed for the tribal steppe 
warriors that rode it in ancient 
times, with its endurance 
abilities, speed, and stamina 
over long distances making 
it a nearly revered animal. It 
is believed that these horses 
were the choice steed of both 
Genghis Khan and Alexander 
the Great. 

The Akhal-Teke is also 
known for its extremely 
strong bond with its master, 
and the ancient warriors who 
rode them considered them 
to be part of the family. Even 
today, Turkmenistan refuses 
to allow exports of the horse, 
which makes the price for a 
pure-bred, well-trained Akhal-
Teke outside of Turkmenistan 
skyrocket to $100,000. 

ERISKAY PONY
The Eriskay Pony is another 
extremely ancient breed. It is a tiny 
pony, hailing from the Western 
Isles of Scotland, where they were 

used for light, everyday 
tasks, such as pulling carts, 
operating light equipment, 
and bringing home heavy 
things on their backs. 
However, as larger horses 

became more fashionable 
and seen as more useful, the 
Eriskay’s numbers began to 
decline, until, in 1970, there 
were only 20 left.

 Luckily for the breed, 
however, a dedicated society 
was established to preserve it, 

and there are now around 420 
in the world. They bring great 

advantages for those who are in 
need of a pony, including strength 
(they can carry a light adult) and 
stamina. Their docile personality 
also makes them a popular therapy 
horse for those with mental 
disabilities or veterans with post-
traumatic stress disorder (PTSD). 
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START 

USE THE FOUR NUMBERS IN THE CORNERS, AND THE OPERANDS  
(+, - AND X) to build an equation to get the solution in the middle. There may be 
more than one “unique” solution but, there may also be “equivalent” solutions.  
For example: 6 + (7 X 3) +1 = 28 and 1+ (7 X 3) + 6 = 28

Medium puzzle 1

3

8

10

20
22

+ − × ÷

(20 − 10) × 3 − 8

Solution for Medium 1

Easy puzzle 1

3

4

4

6
40

+ − × ÷

Hard puzzle 1

3

4

10

31

+ − × ÷

(6 + 3) × 4 + 4

Solution For Easy 1 

(31 − 4) × 3 − 10

Solution for Hard 1

71

AMAZING
ESCAPES!

           n centuries past, 
before the advent of 
airplanes and cars 
and trains, the world 
was bigger.  
Geographically, it was the same size, 
but it took longer to travel. Civilizations 
were completely separate from each 
other, and people stayed local. This 
localization of people led to small areas 
developing distinct breeds of livestock. 
Meanwhile, in the present day, farmers 
and ranchers are keen to use the 
most economically sensible breeds of 
livestock, so the old heritage breeds 
that were not accepted by businesses 
began to decline in numbers (and 
skyrocket in value). This phenomenon 
goes for all sorts of livestock, but today 
we’ll just focus on horses, that is, the 
rarest of the rare horses. 
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www.HiddenPicturePuzzles.com
HIDDEN TREASURES by Liz Ball

WORD SEARCH: Happy Easter!

RARE HORSES

Raphael’s self-
portrait, aged 
approximately 23.

‘THE SCHOOL OF ATHENS’
Raphael’s fresco, painted between 
1509 and 1511, was commis-
sioned for the Apostolic Palace 
in the Vatican. Various philoso-
phers and scientists from Ancient 
Greece are depicted, including 
Plato, Aristotle, and Archimedes.

Urbino
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the Great.

Genghis Khan.
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5 Activities to Celebrate 
National Poetry 
Month in April

Teach your kids a love of wordsmithing during 
National Poetry Month with these easy, fun activities

KAREN DOLL

O sweet wild April/ Came down the Lea,/ 
Dancing along,/ With his sisters three:/ 
Carnation, and Rose,/ and tall Lily./  
Sing hi,/ Sing hey,/ Sing ho!

—William Force Stead

April is National Poetry Month—sing hi, 
sing hey, sing ho! Poetry is such a fun way 
to spark your children’s interest in words 
and wordplay. Poems have magical, lyrical 
rhythms and beautiful, descriptive lan-
guage that will arouse your kids’ curiosity 
and captivate their senses.

Sprinkle some of these fun activities into 
day-to-day family life for a month-long cel-
ebration of the joys of poetry.

Read Poems Aloud 
Start simple and start with humor. Read a 
few nursery rhymes aloud to your kids. Even 
older children will appreciate the good-na-
tured humor, fun rhymes, and melodic flow 
of the words. Keep the momentum going 
and choose a few longer poems that will 
definitely tickle your kids’ funny bones, such 
as “I Should Have Stayed in Bed Today” by 
Jack Prelutsky and “My Sloth is Supersonic” 
by world-renowned poet Kenn Nesbitt.

Visit your local library and borrow some 
books of poetry, such as “Read-Aloud Rhymes 
for the Very Young” selected by Prelutsky or 
“Favorite Poems Old and New” selected by 
Helen Ferris. You can also visit Nesbitt’s site 
at Poetry4Kids.com, where you’ll find a vari-
ety of poems organized by type, subject, and 
grade level; videos of Nesbitt reading some of 
his favorite poems; and more.

Throughout the month, choose from a 
variety of poetic styles, such as haikus, free 
verse poems, odes (which celebrate a per-

son, place, thing, or idea), verses from Shake-
speare, acrostic poems (where the first letter 
of each line spells out a message), and more.

Create Poetry 
Give your kids the freedom to create poetry 
throughout the day. When we were home-
schooling, my two kids enjoyed creating 
different kinds of poems from the magnetic 
words on our refrigerator. You can download 
lists of common words for free from Home-
MadeLovely.com or the Magnetic Poetry 
website, then print the lists onto magnetic 
sheets using an inkjet printer. (Laser printers 
generate too much heat for printing safely.) 
Then, simply cut out the words and stick 
them on the fridge. For inspiration, try creat-
ing a short poem and sticking it in the center 
of all the word magnets.

For a more positive writing experience, 
introduce your kids to some of the easier, 
more child-friendly poetic styles such as 
free verse, couplets (which have succes-
sive lines that rhyme), acrostic poems, 
haikus, concrete or shape poems (where 
the poem’s shape on the page adds to its 
meaning), and cinquains (which have a 
five-line pattern). Free verse is a great style 
to start with because there are no rules. 
Your kids have the freedom to experiment 
with words and wordplay without needing 
to follow a specific pattern.

M
arriage lessons learned 
the hard way, including 
nuggets of wisdom from 
my third wife, also in her 
third marriage, this one 

lasting 25 years:

1. In a “trial marriage” the one on trial is the 
one who cares the most, and there is noth-
ing right about that.

2. Learning lessons the hard way can re-
sult in lifelong consequences; learning the 
easy way (heeding wisdom) can result in 
lifelong blessings.

3. Give up bad habits/behavior.
4. The one thing you will ever do perfectly 

in life is prove God right, one way or 
the other.

5. Learn God’s ways and adopt them as your 
own; join a church and attend regularly.

6. Keep God the mainstay of your marriage. 
Pray together often.

7. Become friends with couples who strive 
to do things right.

8. Consider your spousal partner before self 
in thought and deed.

9. Grant each other veto power over major 
decisions—rarely, if ever, invoked. This 
will encourage effective communication 
and win-win compromise.

10. Share your thoughts/feelings freely and 
honestly; but learn when to keep your 
mouth shut. Good timing saves bad.

11. Forgive easily; never carry a grudge or 
weaponize past mistakes.

12. Never let your spouse go to sleep at 
night without knowing he/she is genu-
inely loved.

—Ken Webster, Oklahoma

Dear Epoch Times,
My father, Fred Marvin, who lived to be three 
days shy of 99, only gave me one piece of ad-
vice my entire life: “Always do the right thing.”

Kids can not only enjoy reading poetry aloud to each other, but also creating verses of their own.

A tried and true piece of advice for a 
successful, happy marriage is to always 
consider your partner before yourself.
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DEAR NEXT GENERATION Advice from our readers to our young people

Hard-Won Lessons for Family Relations

What advice would you like to give to 
the younger generations? We call on all of 
our readers to share the timeless values that 
define right and wrong, and pass the torch, if 
you will, through your wisdom and hard-earned 
experience. We feel that the passing down of 
this wisdom has diminished over time, and that 
only with a strong moral foundation can future 
generations thrive.

Send your advice, along with your full 
name, state, and contact information 
to NextGeneration@epochtimes.com  
or mail it to: Next Generation, The Epoch Times,  
229 W. 28th St., Floor 7, New York, NY 10001

If you need a little inspiration or help, look 
to Nesbitt’s Poetry4Kids website, which of-
fers free poetry writing lessons for all of the 
above styles and more.

Illustrate and Dramatize Poems 
Encourage your kids to expand their study 
of poetry by illustrating their favorite po-
ems. My kids had a lot of fun making il-
lustrated couplet poem booklets. If your 
kids are game, gift the completed booklets 
to emerging readers. Longer poems could 
be made into picture books.

Also, your kids will have great fun ham-
ming up as they act out their favorite poems, 
especially the funnier ones. Nursery rhymes 
make great choices because they’re familiar 
and most are short. Or maybe you’re looking 
for a new idea for family night; for a fun-filled 
evening, play poetry charades.

Host a Poetry Tea Party
Hosting a poetry tea party is the creation 
of fellow homeschool mom, curriculum 
designer, and parenting author Julie Bo-
gart. Inspired by her fondness for a relax-
ing afternoon tea time and her desire to 
share her love of Shakespeare with her 
children, Bogart created Poetry Teatime 
and wholeheartedly believes that “there 
are few practices parents can adopt with 
their children that have as much power 

to transform the family dynamic with so 
little effort as this one ritual.”

For inspiration, visit Bogart’s website, 
PoetryTeatime.com, for tips, oodles of po-
etry resources to delight your kids’ senses, 
and some yummy recipes to add a touch 
of sweetness to your afternoon.

Participate in Poem in Your Pocket Day 
Poem in Your Pocket Day is celebrated annu-
ally in April; in 2023, this unique holiday oc-
curs on April 27. Poem in Your Pocket Day is 
an easy and fun way to share a love for poetry 
and introduce friends and family to its beauty.

The idea is simple: Your child chooses 
a favorite poem, writes it out on an index 
card or card stock, and carries it in his or 
her pocket throughout the day, sharing 
it whenever possible. Alternatively, they 
could write out multiple copies of the cho-
sen poem or poems and then gift the po-
ems to family, friends, and neighbors.

The more you share poetry with your 
children, the more they’ll learn to enjoy it.

Karen Doll is a freelance writer and 
homeschooling consultant based in the 
small village of Wassergass, Pa. She 
enjoys writing about homeschooling, 
gardening, food and culture, family life, 
and the joys of chicken keeping. Visit her 
at AtHomeWithKarenDoll.wordpress.com

Even older children will 
appreciate the good-
natured humor, fun 
rhymes, and melodic flow 
of the words.

The only rule I ever was given to live in his 
house was: “Don’t ever tell me a lie.”
Those two sentences led me on a life-long 
journey:
I must be able to discern Right from Wrong.
I can never lie to my father.

—Doug Marvin, Pennsylvania
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