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EVA FU

“Debunked.” “Dangerous.” “Unhelpful.”
These were some of the terms heaped 

on the theory that COVID-19 might have 
spilled from a lab in China, accidentally 
or not. Suggesting that the virus may be 
linked to a Chinese lab would swiftly earn 
one the label of “conspiracy theorist.”

That was the case for at least 18 months 
after the pandemic erupted from China, 
where the ruling communist regime has 
repeatedly thwarted efforts by citizen jour-
nalists and the outside world to probe the 
virus’s origins, and covered up the true 
death toll.

Three years on, the world is still in the 
dark about the pandemic’s origin. But 
mainstream discussion has gone through 
an about-face on the lab leak theory. The 
once-maligned hypothesis has gained sig-
nificant traction—so much so that the U.S. 
Energy Department recently sided with the 
FBI in assessing that COVID-19 was “likely” 
the result of a lab leak.

But for many who have long sounded the 
alarm on the Wuhan lab, the U.S. govern-
ment was too late to the game.

“My initial thoughts are ‘where have they 
been for the last 2 1/2 years?’” Rep. Ronny 
Jackson (R-Texas), who sits on the House 
Select Subcommittee on the Coronavirus 
Pandemic, told The Epoch Times’ sister me-
dia outlet NTD. “The entire world should 
have risen up and made China financially 
responsible for what had happened.”

Censorship
Concerns about the Wuhan lab arose early 
in the pandemic.

At the time when Beijing was still blam-
ing a wet market in the central Chinese 
city of Wuhan as the virus’s source, The 
Epoch Times released a documentary 
titled “Tracking Down the Origin of Wu-
han Coronavirus,” drawing attention to the 
Wuhan Institute of Virology (WIV), which 
houses a biosafety level 4 facility that had 
been working on coronavirus research, 
and—as it was later revealed—highly risky 
experiments that could make a virus more 
lethal.

Across different platforms, that video 
generated tens of millions of views shortly 
after its debut.

But rather than allowing further ex-
amination of these concerns, an all-out 
campaign was begun in the United States 
to censor discussion of the Wuhan lab’s 
possible role in spawning the pandemic.

Facebook went on to mark the documen-
tary as “false,” although a key source for the 
fact-checkers’ claim wasn’t independent: 
a Singapore-based scientist who worked 
with the Wuhan Institute of Virology and 
praised the facility’s researchers as “in-
credibly competent, hardworking, and 
are excellent scientists with superb track 
records.”

These statements would later be called 
into question as evidence of the lab’s risky 
experiments and lax biosafety standards 
came to light. But in 2020, they were enough 
to trigger a near-blanket media shutdown. 
Idaho state Rep. Heather Scott, a Republi-
can and a biologist, was ridiculed by local 
media for sharing the video and getting a 
fact-check label.

The Washington Post, in a widely cited 
article, accused U.S. Sen. Tom Cotton (R-
Ark.), who called for questions to be asked 
about the lab, of “repeating a coronavirus 
conspiracy theory that was already de-
bunked.” It issued a correction in 2021 
to remove the word “conspiracy theory,” 
which it acknowledged was an inaccurate 
characterization because there was no con-
sensus about the origin of COVID-19.

‘Something Was Very Fishy’
As open discussion of COVID’s origins was 
being muzzled in the West, China’s com-
munist party was waging a full-fledged 
campaign to silence critics of its handling 
of the pandemic.

Law enforcement reprimanded doctors 
who sounded an early alarm on the virus, 
warning them not to “fear monger.” Citizen 
journalists were imprisoned. Chinese of-
ficials and state media, while hailing the 
communist leadership as exemplary in 
its global pandemic response, further ex-
ploited the rise of anti-Asian attacks in the 
United States by framing Western criticism 
of the regime’s handling of the outbreak 
as racist.

The result was that the world at large 

echoed narratives from China with little 
questioning.

But for Hans Mahncke, who has been 
documenting the U.S. suppression of the 
lab leak hypothesis for The Epoch Times 
over the past two years, his suspicions were 
aroused as soon as Chinese authorities 
took the unprecedented step on Jan. 23, 
2020, of locking down the virus’s ground-
zero: Wuhan, a city of over 11 million.

“I knew something was very fishy,” he 
said in an interview, noting that Beijing 
hadn’t done so when severe acute respira-
tory syndrome (SARS) emerged from China 
in 2002, which by official accounts infected 
thousands worldwide.

“If you’re going to lock down the city, 
you’re not going to do it for a SARS virus,” 
Mahncke said, noting SARS’s relatively low 
transmissibility. This convinced him that 
the Chinese leader Xi Jinping “must have 
had some extra information, some data 

point that made him do something very 
out of the ordinary.”

More evidence soon emerged indicating 
that something was off: the existence of a 
lab doing coronavirus research in the CO-
VID-19 hotspot; a short Feb. 6, 2020, paper 
by two Wuhan university researchers—
taken offline shortly after—that pointed to 
WIV as a possible place where the “killer 
coronavirus” could have come from; and 
the Wuhan facility’s senior virologist, Shi 
Zhengli, had for years been studying SARS-
like coronaviruses, on which she published 
papers as early as 2015.

“I had to sort of bite my tongue a bit be-
cause I knew that if you said it publicly, or 
if you said it too stringently, you would get 
deleted off of social media,” he said, not-
ing that he had seen friends censored from 
Twitter for lab leak comments.

“We could not just go into the public and 
say these things, because immediately, 

you’d either have your Twitter account can-
celed, you would be shunned, you would 
get into trouble at work. You’d be called a 
‘conspiracy theorist,’ you would have trolls 
and other people harass you.”

Something clicked for Mahncke as he 
followed the World Health Organization-
backed (WHO) probe in Wuhan in early 
2021. The mission, conducted with heavy 
involvement from the Chinese side, dis-
missed the lab incident hypothesis as “ex-
tremely unlikely.”

But after reading further into the inves-
tigators’ backgrounds, Mahncke realized 
that Peter Daszak, the U.S. expert on the 
WHO task force, had not only worked 
closely with researchers at the Wuhan lab 
but was instrumental in stymying discus-
sion of the lab leak hypothesis during the 
pandemic’s early days.

Over the next months, internal docu-
ments released under Freedom of Infor-
mation Act (FOIA) would show that Daszak 
had a more than passing friendship with 
the WIV staff. His New York-based non-
profit, EcoHealth Alliance, funneled hun-
dreds of thousands of taxpayer dollars to 
the Wuhan lab for virus research, including 
“gain of function” studies that could make 
existing pathogens more dangerous.

Dr. Anthony Fauci, who recently stepped 
down as head of the National Institute of 
Allergy and Infectious Diseases—which 
funded EcoHealth’s projects—initiated a 
call in early February 2020 after a team of 
scientists flagged concerns that the virus 
may have been engineered. Four partici-
pants of the teleconference, Daszak includ-
ed, went on to draft “The Proximal Origin 
of SARS-CoV-2,” a paper that was widely 
circulated through media and used by 
many to assert the primacy of the natural 
origin theory.

Hitting a Brick Wall
When reports about a virus outbreak in 
China were first emerging in early January 
2020, immunologist Nikolai Petrovsky was 

at his holiday house in Colorado to escape 
the blistering heat back at home in Aus-
tralia.

About a week before Wuhan went into a 
full lockdown, the WHO was still repeat-
ing the Chinese claim that the virus was 
unlikely to be transmissible between hu-
mans. However, locals were posting images 
of dead bodies on stretchers and Chinese 
police welding apartment doors on Petro-
vsky’s social media feeds..

The official Chinese message, and the 
WHO’s amplification of it, was “outra-
geous,” Petrovsky, a Flinders University 
professor specializing in vaccine develop-
ment, told The Epoch Times.

“I immediately recognized this was a se-
rious virus that wasn’t being treated seri-
ously. And when you don’t treat a serious 
virus seriously, you end up with a disaster.”

Shelving his vacation plans, Petrovsky 
began to run supercomputer modeling 
studies on the COVID viral sequence, hop-
ing to find out which animal the virus came 
from. By March, the analysis had yielded 
something no one in his team was look-
ing for. The virus seemed better adapted 
to a human cell than any of the potential 
animal hosts identified.

“So then we said: ‘Well, how could that 
happen? Either the virus was spreading 
in humans for years with no one knowing 
it, which seems highly unlikely,’” he said. 
“Or, SARS-CoV-2 could have met a human 
cell in a laboratory dish.”

“It was like a light bulb moment,” Petro-
vsky said. “To us, it was just an obvious 
explanation for a finding that we had con-
firmed.”

As Petrovsky was pondering the lab hy-
pothesis, Daszak was organizing a group 
of health experts to obstruct challenges 
that the virus wasn’t from nature. He was 
behind a statement co-signed by more 
than two dozen scientists, including four 
EcoHealth associates, that appeared in the 
medical journal Lancet in February 2020, 
which praised their Chinese counterparts 

for their “remarkable” efforts to fight the 
outbreak and sharing results “transpar-
ently” with the global health community, 
and derided alternative theories about the 
virus origin as “rumors” and “conspiracy.”

Petrovsky was shocked.
“Politics should have no role in scien-

tific investigation, and as far as I could 
see, this article was purely about politics, 
containing no actual factual data,” he said. 
“Science should be neutral and just about 
finding the truth. It’s not about whether 
that truth is politically convenient or not.”

But this political ploy had real-world effects 
on Petrovsky pursuing the science: getting 
his team’s findings published in scientific 
publications became next to impossible.

“We just hit brick walls,” he said. “Several 
of the big publishers sent it back to us in 48 
hours without even reviewing.”

It took about a year of appeals and deal-
ing with “very antagonistic reviewers” be-
fore the prominent science journal Nature 
agreed to accept their paper. By then, the 
landscape had changed: More scientists 
were coming forward urging a deeper look 
into the lab leak possibility, and President 
Joe Biden, acknowledging the scenario to 
be plausible, ordered his intelligence agen-
cies to produce a report on the virus origins 
within 90 days.

But the damage from the delay was hard 
to undo.

“By that time, the paper had much less 
impact,” said Petrovsky, because every-
one had been convinced by the highly pro-
moted Nature Medicine commentary that 
the virus must have had an animal source 
“and anyone suggesting otherwise, was a 
conspiracy theorist.”

“It appeared by then they were satisfied 
that their global disinformation campaign 
had been so successful at creating a smoke-
screen that it was now safe to let other data 
come out, figuring everyone would ignore 
it or just attribute it to a conspiracy theory,” 
he added.

“And that is exactly how it played out.”

‘Antithetical to Science’
Inside the U.S. government, the atmo-
sphere was no less intense. David Asher, 
who spearheaded a State Department task 
force probing COVID’s origins in 2020, re-
called being troubled by the military take-
over of the WIV days after Wuhan lock-
down. So he reached out to the National 
Institutes of Health (NIH) for an expert 
opinion beginning in late Spring that year.

The NIH’s entanglement with the Wu-
han lab wasn’t known at the time. But to 
Asher’s surprise, the institute provided “no 
investigative file” and pointed him to the 
Proximal Origin article.

The NIH head at the time, Dr. Francis Col-
lins, “told us through their staff, not direct-
ly, that we should just trust the Chinese,” 
Asher, now a senior fellow at the Hudson 
Institute, told The Epoch Times.

“My answer was, ‘If that’s your basis for 
your analysis, then you have no basis for 
your analysis.’

“So they were basically operating in a way 
that was totally inconsistent with transpar-
ency, the truth, and any sort of account-
ability.”

There was also apprehension from the 
State Department’s Bureau of Arms Con-
trol, Verification and Compliance and the 
undersecretary for arms control and in-
ternational security, whose staff worried 
that the lab origin probe could “open a can 
of worms”.

“We never figured out what they exactly 
were worried about,” Asher said.

By late January 2020, Dr. Robert Redfield, 
director of the Centers for Disease Con-
trol and Prevention during the Trump ad-
ministration, had made repeated fruitless 
attempts to engage with China and offer 
assistance in the pandemic’s initial weeks.

Redfield had made clear to Fauci and oth-
er health officials that the lab origin theory 
was worth serious consideration. But he 
was excluded from discussions that pre-
ceded the Proximal Origin article—some-
thing Redfield only found out retroactively 
from released FOIA documents.

“I had a different point of view and I was 
told they made a decision that they would 
keep this confidential until they came up 
with a single narrative,” Redfield told the 
House Select Subcommittee on the Coro-
navirus Pandemic in early March.

“When you have a group of people that 
decides there can only be one point of view, 
that’s problematic,” he said.

“That’s antithetical to science and, un-
fortunately, that’s what they did.”

‘Friends’ in China
To date, China has resisted a comprehen-
sive independent inquiry into how the pan-
demic started and has consistently sought 
to pin the blame on other countries.

While the culpability for covering up the 
virus origins rests squarely on the Chinese 
regime, the scientific community in the 
West has abetted that.

Prominent researchers at the major 
U.S. biosafety level 4 (P4) lab, Galveston 
National Laboratory at the University 
of Texas Medical Branch, which had for 
years partnered with the Wuhan facility, 
actively tried to help their Chinese col-
leagues counter concerns that the virus 
might have originated from the WIV. One 
internal email string showed the Galveston 
scientists discussing The Epoch Times’s 
documentary, calling it “disconcerting” 
and noting the film contained “a section 

on our two friends” from the WIV, Shi and 
Yuan Zhiming, who directs the P4 lab at 
the institute.

But such Western scientists with “friends” 
in China have overlooked a critical factor, 
according to Jamie Metzl, a senior fellow 
at the Atlantic Council who has long called 
for thorough investigation into COVID’s 
origins.

“A scientist in China is very different from 
a scientist in the United States,” he told The 
Epoch Times’s sister outlet NTD in early 
March.

“[They] may be a great person, may be 
fully ethical. But a scientist in China, when 
a critically important issue is at stake, can-
not speak openly or honestly, and that’s a 
very big difference.”

Nonetheless, efforts by Western scien-
tists, officials and the media to discredit 
the lab leak theory left a large imprint.

“A false consensus was essentially pushed 
on the general public in the early days, and 
that stuck,” Metzl said.

“It took a whole lot of work of a small 
handful of people, certainly over the course 
of that first year, but really for three years 
to begin to shift perceptions.”

Turning Point
Indeed, perceptions have changed, up to 
the very top levels of government.

On television in late February, FBI Di-
rector Christopher Wray confirmed that 
his agency has “for quite some time” be-
lieved the root of the pandemic is “most 
likely a potential lab incident.” A recent 
poll suggests that two-thirds of Ameri-
cans now think there was a lab leak, and 
Biden on March 20 signed into law a legis-
lation that was unanimously approved by 
Congress earlier this month mandating 
declassification of COVID origin intel-
ligence.

Petrovsky sees Wray’s remarks as an in-
flection point.

Anyone who posited the laboratory-ori-
gin theory, no matter how good their data 
was, was “ostracized from mainstream 
science and treated as if they were con-
spiracy theorists and not serious scientists,” 
he said.

“Now, the debate has been opened up. It 
is time to bring the many dissenting scien-
tists in from the cold,” he added. “All per-
spectives should be welcome given it still 
isn’t known how and where this pandemic 
started.”

“We also need more answers into how a 
small group of scientists with major con-
flicts of interest were able to so successfully 
create a single narrative that only a natural 
animal source of this virus was possible, 
while, at the same time, demonizing any 
scientist with a contrary view.”

For Jackson, the Texas Republican, 
change is already afoot.

“I think that people are seeing the writ-
ing on the wall right now. They realize that 
whistleblowers are coming forward, and 
that the truth is coming out. People are 
scrambling to make sure that they get on 
the right side of this issue before they get 
drawn into it,” he said.

In January and February, he co-spon-
sored two measures to defund the WIV 
and make Beijing pay pandemic damag-
es. There’s “a lot of digging to do,” he said, 
adding he’s “excited to get to the bottom of 
this once and for all.”

“It’s important, because we can never let 
this happen again.”

COVID VACCINES

How the West Abetted Beijing’s Censorship of the Lab Leak Theory

Commuters wear protective masks in Beijing on April 13, 2020. By March 2020, Flinders 
University professor Nikolai Petrovsky found that the COVID virus seemed better adapted to a 
human cell than any of the potential animal hosts identified.
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Members of the World Health Organization team arrive to investigate the origins of the COVID-19  
virus at the Wuhan Institute of Virology in Wuhan, Hubei Province, China, on Feb. 3, 2021. 
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Laboratory 
technicians wearing 
personal protective 

equipment work on samples 
to be tested for the COVID-19 

virus at the Fire Eye laboratory, 
a COVID-19 testing facility, in 

Wuhan, Hubei Province, 
China, on Aug. 5, 

2021. 
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The human rights 
situation in China 
is something that 
we are regularly 
raising with partner 
states bilaterally 
and in multilateral 
settings where 
China is present.
Erin Barclay, acting 
assistant secretary, 
Bureau of Democracy, 
Human Rights and Labor

 [Chinese doctors] 
have procured 
organs from 
people who are 
not proclaimed 
dead, meaning 
they became the 
executioners. 
 
Dr. Jacob Lavee, president, 
Israel Society of 
Transplantation

RELIGIOUS FREEDOMOPINION

US ‘Will Continue to Focus’ on China’s 
Forced Organ Harvesting: State Department
EVA FU

WASHINGTON—China’s state-sponsored 
forced organ harvesting continues to be a 
concern for the United States, a State De-
partment official told reporters on March 20.

The communist regime’s systematic act 
of forcibly taking organs from prisoners 
of conscience for sale—which first came 
to light around 2006 after several whis-
tleblowers came forward to The Epoch 
Times—has increasingly drawn atten-
tion in recent years. The European Parlia-
ment, as well as dozens of U.S. states and 
cities, have issued resolutions condemn-
ing the abuse, and federal lawmakers 
from both sides of the aisle have recently 
introduced legislation that seeks to hold 
perpetrators accountable.

Erin Barclay, the State Department’s act-
ing assistant secretary for the Bureau of 
Democracy, Human Rights and Labor, said 
she’s aware of the congressional legislative 
proposal, and pointed to a section in the 
department’s newly released human rights 
report highlighting the issue.

“We will continue to focus on that as 
an issue on a broad spectrum of human 
rights and trafficking issues going forward 
where it comes up,” she said, in response 
to a question from The Epoch Times at a 
March press briefing accompanying the 
release of the report.

“The human rights situation in China 
is something that we are regularly rais-
ing with partner states bilaterally and in 
multilateral settings where China is pres-
ent,” Barclay said later in the briefing.

“China was violating the ‘dead donor 
rule’ that an organ donor must be for-
mally declared dead before any organs 
are removed,” the report states, citing a 
peer-reviewed research paper published in 
the American Journal of Transplantation 
in April 2022.

“The authors analyzed 2,838 papers from 
Chinese-language transplant publica-

tions and found in 71 cases that the cause 
of death was the organ transplant itself, 
carried out before doctors had made a le-
gitimate determination of brain death.”

The findings constitute an accidental 
admission from the Chinese doctors that 
they are engaging in forced organ har-
vesting, the research paper’s co-author, 
Dr. Jacob Lavee, told The Epoch Times at 
the time. He is the president of the Israel 
Society of Transplantation.

“They have procured organs from people 
who are not proclaimed dead, meaning 
they became the executioners,” he said.

According to findings from an inde-
pendent tribunal, the principal victims of 
forced organ harvesting are practitioners of 
Falun Gong, a spiritual group that practices 
meditative exercises and follows the values 
of truthfulness, compassion, and tolerance.

Falun Gong has been the target of a bru-
tal suppression campaign by the regime 
since 1999, with adherents experiencing 
forced disappearances, arbitrary deten-
tion, torture, and slave labor. Millions of 
detained Falun Gong practitioners have 
thus become the nonconsenting victims 

of the regime’s forced organ harvesting.
Human rights defenders attempting to 

lend legal assistance to persecution victims 
also have faced increased retribution.

Chinese human rights lawyer Liang Xiao-
jun lost his license for defending Falun 
Gong practitioners, the State Department 
report notes.

Among the political prisoners identified in 
the human rights report was Falun Gong ad-
herent Bian Lichao, a former middle school 
teacher from northern China’s Hebei Prov-
ince who was sentenced in 2012 to 13 years 
in prison. His wife, who didn’t practice Fa-
lun Gong, was jailed for publicizing details 
of authorities’ persecution of their family, 
and died in 2020 while in prison as a result 
of abdominal fluid buildup, according to 
Minghui.org, a U.S.-website that serves as 
a clearinghouse for the persecution cases.

Their daughter was sentenced to 3 1/2 
years in prison after unfurling a banner 
that read “I want to see my father,” Ming-
hui reported. She was 23 at the time of her 
arrest in March 2014.

Emel Akan contributed to this report. 

The People’s Republic of Chains
YEONMI PARK

The following essay is an 
excerpt adapted from 
Yeonmi Park’s new 
book, “While Time 
Remains: A North Ko-

rean Defector’s Search for 
Freedom in America” (Threshold, Simon 
& Schuster).

The Chinese economic growth miracle 
of the past two decades is, without a 
doubt, one of the most impressive and 
consequential developments in modern 
international history. Nicknamed “the 
red dragon,” contemporary China has be-
come either the biggest or second-biggest 
power in global trade and commerce. It’s 
at the forefront of science and technology. 
It’s the global leader in payments, online 
retail, and infrastructure like high-speed 
rail, and will likely soon dominate con-
sumer electronics. It also has a plausible 
chance of winning the race for predomi-
nance in artificial intelligence and quan-
tum computing, which would certainly 
help buttress its skyrocketing military 
power. Chinese defense spending in 2021 
totaled about $240 billion, second only to 
the United States, and its active military 
force—more than 2 million—is the larg-
est in history.

These are remarkable achievements for 
a country that refers to itself as a “unitary, 
single-party, socialist state”—a politi-
cal and economic model that, outside of 
China, has an unbroken historical track 
record of failure, collapse, and defeat. 
And it isn’t as if China doesn’t share the 
same shortcomings as all the other com-
munist regimes that have come and gone.

In 2020, of all countries in the world, 
China ranked 177th for “freedom of the 
press” by the nonprofit Reporters With-
out Borders, outranking only Turkmeni-
stan, Eritrea, and North Korea. China 
also came in at No. 129 in the CATO 
Institute’s 2020 Human Freedom Index, 
which measures 76 distinct indicators of 
personal and economic freedom. Look-
ing at qualitative indices of freedom, the 
only countries that cumulatively scored 
the same as or worse than China were 
Iran, Iraq, and North Korea (the “Axis 
of Evil”) plus Cuba and Turkmenistan. 
Even when it came to business and 
financial freedom, China ranked 107th 
in an index put together by The Heritage 
Foundation.

My mother and I had the misfortune of 
being inmates in the prison that is China 
when we were trafficked there from 
North Korea. I went to China because 
I was determined to find my sister, but 
also because I wanted the one thing that, 
by itself, could grant me a better life: a 
bowl of rice. In exchange for that pitifully 
modest luxury, I became a man’s house 
worker and sex slave at the age of 13 and 
had to watch my own mother repeatedly 
pillaged by other men.

To this day, it makes me physically ill 
to think about it. But the older I get, the 
more the sickness I experience has to do 
with the knowledge that it’s still happen-
ing—right now, at this very moment, as 
you read these words—to scores of other 
women and girls in China. What gives 
their captors the power and control they 
need to keep them enslaved is a single 
threat: “If you don’t do what I tell you, I 
will report you to the police.”

That threat is eminently credible. 
The Chinese authorities are notorious 
among North Korean defectors for their 
hair-trigger willingness to send North 
Koreans back “home,” where everyone 
involved—the girls, their captors, the 
police—knows they will end up in hard 
labor camps until they die or else be 

executed on the spot. This is a deliberate 
policy decision by the Chinese authori-
ties. If they ended it, the human traf-
fickers and their clients would immedi-
ately lose their ability to enslave North 
Korean women. But they won’t. It’s an 
important component of bilateral rela-
tions between Beijing and Pyongyang, 
and although the Kim regime can prove 
an irritant to the CCP now and again, 
China has shown no real signs of letting 
go of its client state.

The special relationship between the 
two communist regimes—the CCP 
and the Kim family—began during the 
Korean War, when China and Russia 
actively aided Kim Il Sung in order to 
“unify Korea” under the communist ban-
ner. Mao Zedong’s son, in fact, was killed 
in action in 1950 during an American 
bombing raid. (Legend has it that despite 
a prohibition on cooking at night in order 
to avoid detection from the air, Mao stole 
eggs to make himself egg-fried rice on 
the night he died, alerting U.S. bombers 
to his unit’s location and contributing 
to their deaths. Nowadays, every year 
on the anniversary of Mao’s son’s death, 
rebellious Chinese internet users post 
recipes for egg-fried rice in order to mock 
the government, which the authorities 
promptly remove.)

Accurate figures for Chinese aid and 
exports into North Korea are hard to 
come by, as the scale of North Korean 
dependence on its humongous neighbor 
is humiliating to anyone who actually 
thinks that the Kim regime has preserved 
any semblance of “self-reliance” or that 
the Juche is anything at this point beyond 
a practical joke. But estimates from the 
past decade show North Korea to be little 
more than a Chinese colony. Chinese aid 
in 2014 was about $4 billion (North Ko-
rea’s entire GDP was about $28 billion in 
2016), China seems to account for approx-
imately 95 percent of all North Korea’s 
imports, and China receives about two-
thirds of North Korea’s exports. Without 
China, in other words, the North Korean 
regime literally wouldn’t exist.

In exchange for its support of the 
Kim family, China receives only small 
amounts of ores and mineral fuels. So, 
what’s in it for Beijing? The fact is, the ex-
istence of North Korea is good for China. 
It serves as a geographic buffer between 
China and the U.S. military forces sta-
tioned in South Korea, and North Korea’s 
nuclear weapons function as a reliable 
military deterrent to greater U.S., Korean, 
Japanese, and Australian action in the 
region. North Korea is also, according to 
some Chinese officials and academics—
and this isn’t a joke—an example of why 
communism is superior to capitalism 
and democracy.

Chinese influence and control, of 
course, extends far beyond its own 
neighborhood. Taiwan, Hong Kong, and 
Tibet are only the crisis points within 
China’s immediate sphere of influence, 
and countries like North Korea are little 
more than territorial extensions of the 
Chinese state. The majority of Chinese 
economic and political influence is 
being extended much farther afield, to 
the copper mines of Africa and Latin 
America, the land routes of Central 
Asia, and the energy fields of the Per-

sian Gulf. Vladimir Putin’s ruinous war 
in Ukraine and the resulting sanctions 
on Russia’s economic system have 
virtually ensured that the entire Rus-
sian Federation—the largest sovereign 
landmass in the world—will become a 
Chinese economic dependent.

It’s concerning enough that so much of 
the Earth’s surface and its population will 
be under the influence of a state dedicat-
ed to the overthrow of American power—
what’s more concerning still is the shape 
that new power will take. China may be 
one of history’s most intense drivers of 
economic development, but it comes at a 
higher cost than even economic growth 
can justify. As many countries in Africa, 
the Balkans, and Latin America have 
started to learn, the spread of Chinese 
power across the world means the spread 
of environmental damage and exploita-
tion, abusive labor conditions, ruinous 
debt accumulation, poor infrastructure, 
and sex trafficking. There’s no doubt that, 
on net, the rise of Chinese hegemony 
represents a negative and threatening 
prospect for nearly every country in the 
world.

It’s therefore incumbent on the world’s 
only rival superpower, the United States 
of America, to stop it. Unfortunately, in 
recent years, America has become com-
promised.

In 2020 alone, a year in which much 
of global trade was disrupted and GDP 
fell precipitously, the United States still 
managed to be the largest importer of 
Chinese goods in the world, sending 
the CCP a whopping $452 billion. The 
Chinese, moreover, have infiltrated U.S. 
business and finance at nearly all levels, 
acquiring U.S. companies, becoming the 
largest shareholders in many U.S. indus-
tries, buying up U.S. real estate, forcing 
the transfer of U.S. technology to China, 
and luring away the vast majority of U.S. 
manufacturing. In Chicago, where I live, 
the epidemic of high-rise luxury real 
estate construction—contributing to a 
city-wide housing shortage, price hikes, 
and a housing affordability crisis—has 
been driven in large part by Chinese 
investment.

The fact is, a large segment of America’s 
elite classes and most productive indus-
tries have been purchased by the Chi-
nese. Big Tech, Wall Street, Hollywood, 
and universities are all dependent on 
Chinese money and markets to keep their 
profits trending upward. Their behavior 
in the past two decades closely parallels 
Russia in the 1990s, when under Boris 
Yeltsin, a handful of oligarchs looted 
and sold off the country’s resources to 
enrich themselves while ordinary Rus-
sian people were plunged into chaos and 
poverty.

The consequences of this were most 
visible during COVID-19, when nearly 
all U.S. corporations, universities, and 
media rushed to defend the actions and 
decision-making of the Chinese gov-
ernment, helping the CCP cover up the 
origins of the virus by deeming anyone 
who disagreed with the official Beijing 
line as a “racist” or “crackpot” or “con-
spiracy theorist.” It also became painfully 
clear that U.S. industry had outsourced 
the most basic capabilities to China: The 
United States, the most technologically 

advanced industrial country in history, 
couldn’t even make its own masks or 
ventilators.

Across two presidential administrations 
now, the United States has vowed to do 
something about the Chinese threat: to 
bring more U.S. manufacturing and busi-
ness back home; to bolster U.S. defense 
capabilities; to counter Chinese influence 
in the Pacific, Europe, and the Middle 
East; and to stop the illegal Chinese 
practices of stealing trade secrets, forcing 
technology transfers, investing through 
shell companies, and integrating the use 
of slave labor into global supply chains. 
But both the Trump and Biden adminis-
trations have fallen far short. The fact is, 
America’s China policy isn’t even really 
made by the U.S. president anymore. It’s 
made by the lobbying and interest groups 
and oligarchical classes that are depen-
dent on the Chinese market, regardless of 
the effect on ordinary American workers 
and consumers.

The only hope for countering the 
spread of Chinese influence is the 
United States, but American elites 
are busy dismantling the sources of 
U.S. economic and military power 
to the benefit of the Chinese in order 
to enrich themselves. If this process 
continues, there will simply be no hope 
for preventing a Chinese-dominated 
future for the world. Having come from 
North Korea, it’s difficult to convey 
how depressing this all is. The horror of 
North Korea is Exhibit A of what a more 
Chinese world would look like: more 
unspeakable crime, more abject human 
suffering, and more terrifying exploita-
tion of innocent people for the benefit 
of a communist party cadre. Instead of 
ending the North Korean nightmare, 
Chinese hegemony promises only to 
spread the North Korean experience to 
more people around the world.

Views expressed in this article are the opin-
ions of the author and do not necessarily 
reflect the views of The Epoch Times.

Yeonmi Park is a North Korean defector 
and activist whose family fled from North 
Korea to China in 2007 and settled in 
South Korea in 2009, before moving to the 
United States in 2014. She is the author of 
“In Order to Live: A North Korean Girl’s 
Journey to Freedom” (with Maryanne Vol-
lers, 2015) and “While Time Remains: A 
North Korean Defector’s Search for Free-
dom in America” (2023)
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resistance, but positive reinforcement and 
working fast will get the job done!

Get a Deal on Tires
When buying replacement tires, ask the tire 
store manager if they have any “take-offs” to 
fit your car. These are nearly new tires they 
remove when someone replaces tires on a 
new car with special, fancy (expensive) ones. 
Often, the tire shop will sell these new tires at 
deep discounts just to move them out.

I just heard from a reader who recently pur-
chased a set of four take-offs for less than 
the price of two new tires. He called three 
tire companies in his area and all of them 
reported that yes, from time to time they 
do have these kinds of tires for sale. Make 
a few phone calls to tire stores in your area 
to make sure you really are getting a great 
deal. Caution: Always make sure the tires 
you purchase have passed a safety check and 
carry a warranty.

Banana Tree
Instead of paying $10 or more for that trendy 
new “banana tree” that sits on the counter 
and allows the fruit to hang properly to ripen 
evenly without getting bruised, buy one large 
cup hook from the hardware store and screw 
it into the underside of an upper kitchen cabi-
net. Now your bananas can hang properly 
and they’ll be up and out of the way—all for 
about a quarter.

Photocopy Record
The next time you pass a photocopy ma-
chine, empty the contents of your wallet 
on the screen and snap a photo. Then turn 
everything over and hit “copy” again. Keep 
that copy at home in a safe place. When you 
travel, carry a copy in your carry-on bag. In 
case your wallet is lost or stolen, you’ll have 
all the account numbers handy and an exact 
inventory of what you were carrying.

Mary Hunt is the founder of Everyday-
Cheapskate.com, a frugal living blog and 
the author of the book “Debt-Proof Living.” 
She invites you to visit her at her website, 
where this column is archived complete with 
links and resources for all recommended 
products and services. She invites questions 
and comments at EverydayCheapskate.
com/contact, “Ask Mary.” Tips can be sub-
mitted at Tips.EverydayCheapskate.com. 
This column will answer questions of gen-
eral interest, but letters cannot be answered 
individually. Copyright 2022 Creators.com

MARY HUNT

You know those U.S. Savings Bonds, the 
ones you gave your kids but now cannot be 
found? Today, I have information for how 
to have them replaced. And that beautiful 
sweater you accidentally laundered with the 
kids’ play clothes and now looks as though it 
was made for your toddler? I have a trick to 
unshrink it back to its original size, shape, 
and glory. All that plus a few more equally 
useful tips.

Unshrink Wool
Mix a solution of 1 gallon lukewarm water 
and 2 tablespoons baby shampoo. Soak the 
shrunken garment for about 10 minutes. 
Now, the important part: Don’t rinse! Simply 
blot out all the excess water with a dry towel 
and very gently lay it flat on a fresh towel. 
Reshape slowly and carefully stretch it back 
to its original size. Dry out of direct sunlight 

or heat. This tip comes from the Wool Bu-
reau, which verifies this technique will work 
provided the fibers have not become perma-
nently damaged.

Lost US Savings Bonds
Can’t find them anywhere? Provided you 
have a fairly accurate memory, you may be 
able to get the bonds replaced. The Bureau of 
the Public Debt, the branch of the U.S. Trea-
sury Department that issues all the various 
types of bonds and treasury notes, has come 
up with a simple system for replacing bonds.

First, you will need to get Form 1048. Fill in 
the approximate issue date along with your 
complete name (as it was then), address, So-
cial Security number, and, if possible, the 
bond serial numbers. Whoever gave them 
to you may have recorded those numbers, so 
keep looking. Once the form is processed, the 
bureau will issue you a new set of certificates.

You can get the form by writing to: Bureau 
of the Public Debt, Parkersburg, WV 26106. 
Visit the Bureau’s website at PublicDebt.treas.
gov for more information. If you should find 
the original bonds in the future, don’t try to 
cash them. When new ones are issued, those 
originals will be canceled.

Doggie Shower Cap
Pet owners know that soap and water can ir-
ritate dogs’ ears. Trying to avoid getting soap 
in their ears at bath time can be challeng-
ing, even impossible. Here’s a great solution: 
Quickly slip a shower cap on your pooch to 
cover ears and eyes. You might get a bit of 
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The Bureau of the Public Debt has come up with a simple system for replacing bonds.
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Falun Dafa 
practitioners 
carry banners 
to raise 
awareness 
about the 
persecution 
of fellow 
practitioners in 
China, during a 
march through 
the center 
of Warsaw, 
Poland, on 
Sept. 9, 2022.
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North Korean defector Yeonmi Park.

China may be one of history’s 
most intense drivers of economic 
development, but it comes at a higher 
cost than even economic growth can 
justify. As many countries in Africa, 
the Balkans, and Latin America 
have started to learn, the spread 
of Chinese power across the world 
means the spread of environmental 
damage and exploitation, abusive 
labor conditions, ruinous debt 
accumulation, poor infrastructure, 
and sex trafficking.

My mother and I had the misfortune 
of being inmates in the prison that is 
China when we were trafficked there 
from North Korea. I went to China 
because I was determined to find 
my sister, but also because I wanted 
the one thing that, by itself, could 
grant me a better life: a bowl of rice. 
In exchange for that pitifully modest 
luxury, I became a man’s house 
worker and sex slave at the age of 13.
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ANTONIO GRACEFFO

The Chinese Commu-
nist Party’s Middle East 
peace deal has implica-
tions for U.S. regional 
influence.
On March 10th, Saudi 

Arabia and Iran announced that they 
would resume diplomatic relations in 
a deal brokered by China. Relations 
between the two countries have been 
broken since 2016 over a dispute re-
garding Riyadh’s execution of a Shi’ite 
Muslim cleric. The final straw for their 
relationship was when the Saudi embassy 
in Tehran was stormed by protesters. 
Afterward, both countries recalled their 
diplomatic missions.

Tensions worsened when Saudi Arabia 
blamed Iran for a 2019 drone attack on 
its tankers in the Gulf. Saudi Arabia also 
accused Tehran of engaging in proxy war-
fare when Yemen’s Iran-aligned Houthi 
terrorists carried out cross-border missile 
and drone attacks in Saudi Arabia and the 
UAE, hitting Aramco facilities in Jeddah.

The CCP-brokered agreement is meant 
to reduce tensions and improve secu-
rity in the Gulf region. However, before 
celebrating an end to hostilities, it is 
important to remember that the situation 
is complicated. One of the major players 
in the region is Israel, whose relationship 
with the United States, though strained, 
still defines much of the U.S. engagement 
with other Middle Eastern nations.

The Abraham Accords signed between 
Israel, the United Arab Emirates, and 
Bahrain, and witnessed by President 
Trump, went into effect on September 15, 
2020. Last year, Israel signed a free-trade 
agreement with the UAE, the largest 
such agreement with an Arab nation. It 
had been hoped that Saudi Arabia would 
also join the Abraham Accords because 
this would have gone a long way toward 
ensuring peace in the Middle East.

Saudi Arabia and Iran have been at 
odds for decades. The Saudi-Iran power 
struggle left Saudi-allied countries 
dependent on U.S. military protection 

in exchange for remaining silent on the 
Palestinian issue. The deal brokered 
by China, assuming the peace holds, 
removes any real chance that Saudi 
Arabia would recognize Israel. It may 
even threaten the participation of the 
UAE in the Abraham Accords. If real 
peace is achieved where Houthis do not 
extend their attacks beyond the borders 
of Yemen, then this would undermine the 
need for U.S. military protection.

The Houthi, whose motto is “God is 
great, death to the US, death to Israel, 
curse the Jews, and victory for Islam,” are 
a rebel group fighting against the recog-
nized government of Yemen’s President 
Abed Rabbo Mansour Hadi. The govern-
ment side is being supported by a Saudi-
led coalition, including troops from the 
UAE, which is backed by the United 
States. This peace agreement could con-
vince Iran to pressure the Houthis into 
retiring from the fight. This could mean 
that the Houthis would have to accept 
Abed Rabbo Mansour Hadi’s govern-
ment. Or, it could mean that the Saudi-led 
coalition would withdraw from Yemen 
and allow the opposition to take control. 
Until these questions are resolved, it is 
unknown whether this new agreement 
will bring peace.

From an American perspective, the 
agreement is troubling as it is the latest 
step in the CCP’s campaign to bring the 
Middle East into its political orbit. The 
wording of the joint trilateral statement 

by China, Saudi Arabia, and Iran sounds 
exactly like CCP rhetoric to have “respect 
for the sovereignty of states and the non-
interference in internal affairs of states.”

This verbiage has repeatedly been 
used in official Chinese foreign policy 
statements to deflect challenges to the 
annexation of Taiwan, the repression of 
democracy and freedoms in Hong Kong, 
or condemnation of the repression and 
genocide against the Uyghurs in Xinji-
ang, as well as cultural genocide in Tibet 
and Inner Mongolia. The CCP’s stance 
is that these are internal affairs and that 
outsiders should not meddle.

The CCP includes similar language in 
many of their international agreements 
such as BRICS and the Belt and Road. 
In a recent declaration by the Shanghai 
Cooperation Organization (SCO), par-
ticipating nations pledged “respect for 
other countries’ sovereignty and non-
interference in their domestic affairs.” By 
co-opting a growing number of countries 
into signing documents forbidding inter-
vention in another country’s sovereignty, 
the CCP is preventing these nations from 
voting against China in the UN Security 
Council or United Nations Commission 
on Human Rights.

Ever since the United States became 
largely oil-independent, China has dis-
placed the United States as the world’s 
greatest importer of oil. This makes China 
a larger economic partner for many 
Middle Eastern countries and strength-

ens Beijing’s influence.
While the United States has less in-

fluence as a buyer, it still holds two 
advantages over China. The first is that 
oil is priced in U.S. dollars. Because all 
countries need oil, most countries hold 
the U.S. dollar as their reserve currency. 
For Saudi Arabia and other oil-producing 
nations, pricing and collecting oil sales 
in U.S. dollars eliminates currency 
exchange risk and prevents their central 
banks from having to go onto foreign 
currency markets to buy dollars. Many 
Middle Eastern countries including 
Jordan, Oman, Qatar, Saudi Arabia, and 
the United Arab Emirates also peg their 
currency to the dollar.

China has been trying for years to 
convince Saudi Arabia to settle at least 
some of their oil trade in yuan. After 
many years of discussions, however, 
Riyadh and Beijing have only agreed to 
possibly make a deal in the future. The 
truth is that Saudi Arabia has no use for 
yuan. The dollar will remain its reserve 
currency because most imported goods 
and raw materials must be paid for in dol-
lars. The United States is also the primary 
weapons supplier for the Saudi military, 
and those weapons also have to be paid 
for in USD.

Being a weapons supplier is part of the 
United States’ second advantage over 
China—the military. The United States 
maintains bases in Saudi Arabia, UAE, 
Oman, Turkey, Syria, Lebanon, and 
Israel, which provide physical security to 
its regional partners. If the peace agree-
ment holds, these countries may feel they 
no longer need U.S. protection, and may 
choose to be in Beijing’s orbit. But this 
remains to be seen and is part of a far-off 
and hypothetical future. Even then, there 
would still be the issue of dollar domi-
nance, an issue the CCP is powerless to 
resolve.

Views expressed in this article are the opin-
ions of the author and do not necessarily 
reflect the views of The Epoch Times.

Antonio Graceffo, Ph.D., is a China 
economic analyst who has spent more 
than 20 years in Asia. He is a graduate of 
the Shanghai University of Sport, holds 
a China-MBA from Shanghai Jiaotong 
University, and currently studies nation-
al defense at American Military Uni-
versity. He is the author of “Beyond the 
Belt and Road: China’s Global Economic 
Expansion.”

STU CVRK

When Chinese leader Xi 
Jinping speaks, observers 
around the world listen 
for clues about what to 
expect from the Chinese 

Communist Party (CCP) 
in the coming months and years. Sifting 
through the Xi-speak associated with the 
“Two Sessions” requires ignoring all the 
fluff and cliches that are routinely echoed 
by the state-run Chinese media, to get to 
the core concerns and issues that matter 
most to the communists.

The “Two Sessions” refers to the per-
functory annual sessions of the National 
People’s Congress (NPC) and the national 
committee of the Chinese People’s Politi-
cal Consultative Conference (CPPCC). This 
year’s sessions were the 14th in the dreary 
series. Perfunctory? Yes, indeed, as they are 
both rubber-stamping bodies deployed to 
show to Chinese citizens and the world that 
the Chinese communists practice “democ-
racy with Chinese characteristics.”

For example, on March 10, Xi was elected 
by the NPC for his third 5-year term as 
Chinese president, by a unanimous vote of 
2,952 to 0. How’s that for “democracy” when 
there is only one candidate? China’s touted 
“whole people’s democracy”—which deliv-
ers only CCP-approved officials—is just the 
latest Marxist euphemism for “democratic 
socialism.”

The NPC impersonates a Western-style 
legislature. In reality, it rubber-stamps so-
called “work reports” and policies devel-
oped by CCP apparatchiks and commit-
tees that were blessed by Xi and his totally 
controlled Politburo Standing Committee 
before the session. Nothing is presented 
that has not been vetted and approved by 
the CCP leadership; everything is accepted 
without debate. More “democracy with 
Chinese characteristics.”

Meanwhile, the CPPCC is advertised 
as a national political advisory body. This 
particular session established ten special 
committees to “cover multiple areas such 
as proposals, the economy, agriculture, and 
social, legal, ethnic, religious and foreign 
affairs,” according to the official website. 
Communists advising other communists: 
how is that working out? Apparently not 
very well, as the list of persistent problems 
below demonstrates.

Massive Structural Debt
Forbes reports that China’s public and 
private debt now exceeds $51.9 trillion, 
“almost three times the size of China’s 
economy,” and continues to grow. As 
reported by Zero Hedge, China has over 
$7 trillion in so-called “hidden debt” that 
could lead to massive defaulting of pub-
lic bonds: “Local government financing 
vehicles, or LGFVs, are mostly tasked with 
building infrastructure projects. They 
allow local authorities to raise money 
without having the debt appear on the 
government’s balance sheet.” A defaulting 
of LGFV bonds exacerbated by extremely 
high levels of household debt, would 
adversely affect the rest of China’s credit 
market, which has already been stressed 
by Xi’s failed zero-COVID policy. And debt 
servicing itself will also put a damper on 

China’s future economic growth.

Systemic Corruption
As noted here, corruption permeates 
Chinese life, driven by “the unfairness of 
incomes and a lack of opportunity,” as well 
as a state system “that was designed to 
keep people in their place.” The household 
registration or “hukou” system restricts 
movements and access to employment op-
portunities, benefits, and services. Greasing 
palms is one of the few ways to get around 
the system and improve one’s condition 
in life. That communist bureaucrats are 
underpaid makes corruption inevitable, 
too, as permits and other authorizations are 
sold under the table.

Xi has railed against corruption since 
2013 and has periodically announced anti-
corruption campaigns, which always seem 
to peter out without any great success. Xi 
and the communists fail to understand that 
their inherent atheism and lack of moral 
foundation breed the corruption that they 
seek to eradicate.

Demographic Implosion
CNN reported in January that—for the 
first time since 1961—China’s population 
“fell in 2022 to 1.411 billion, down some 
850,000 people from the previous year” as 
announced by China’s National Bureau of 
Statistics (NBS). The Chinese “economic 
miracle” will go up in smoke if this trend is 
not reversed, and frantic efforts to in-
centivize larger families by reversing the 
long-standing one-child policy reflect the 
communists’ fretting. That is because the 
combination of declining birth and fertility 
rates and a decreasing number of Chinese 
marriages is creating an old-age dependen-
cy ratio problem. Social welfare costs paid 
to the elderly will be increasingly borne 
by a shrinking workforce, resulting in “old 
versus young” societal tensions surround-
ing benefits paid and the taxes required to 
pay for them—who receives how much and 
who pays.

Food Insecurity
China cannot feed its 1.4 billion people, 
and to do so has become the second largest 
importer of foodstuffs in the world. The 
Chinese agricultural problem harks back to 
the inability of Soviet agriculture to feed the 
Russian people, from Vladimir Lenin’s days 
through the demise of the USSR, as nicely 
summarized here.

It is axiomatic that communism interferes 
with the laws of supply and demand, with 
the result being shortages everywhere. The 
communist Chinese haven’t solved the 
problem, either, despite all their gargan-
tuan agrarian reforms (collectivization), 
great leaps forward, and other crackpot 
programs associated with an agricultural 
economy with Chinese characteristics.

Protests
The anti-zero COVID policy protests that 
erupted in numerous Chinese cities in the 
last quarter of 2022, dubbed the “white pa-
per revolution,” surely frightened the com-
munists. Some protestors even demanded 
that Xi “step down”—an unprecedented 
public expression of discontent with the 
CCP’s mandated lockdowns that para-
lyzed China since March 2020. Xi himself 

appeared to blink and abruptly reversed 
course, with “zero COVID” consigned to 
the dustbin of other CCP failures such as 
the Cultural Revolution and the Great Leap 
Forward.

Illegitimacy
Not the familial kind, but rather that of the 
communist regime itself. The communists 
assumed political power in China “through 
the barrel of the gun,” as Mao Zedong 
opined. And the power of that gun—the 
People’s Liberation Army—is what has 
guaranteed the continuity of the CCP’s rule 
to this very day. Not the Chinese people! 
The communists and the people know this, 
and the CCP’s greatest insecurity is their 
very illegitimacy in controlling China. The 
CCP fears its own long-suppressed people 
more than it fears “foreign devils.”

Pronouncements From the Two Sessions
Retaining political power in China is the 
only issue that matters to Xi Jinping and the 
communists. Nothing else comes close. To 
do so, Xi is returning to Maoist methods by 
reemphasizing the importance of Marx-
ist heterodoxy and controls in delivering 
“shared prosperity, “common security,” 
“high-quality development,” “putting 
people first,” and other vague nonsense.

Beneath the flowery slogans, these are the 
measures that count most, as articulated by 
Xi during the two sessions:

• A blunt rebuke of U.S. policy (signifying 
a return to Lenin’s policy of “antagonistic 
contradiction,” as discussed here)

• A 7.2 percent growth in military spending 
(including a push toward nuclear parity 
with the United States and the willing-
ness to use those new PLA capabilities to 
project power and intimidate neighbors)

• Institutional reforms that centralize CCP 
control of all sectors of the economy, in-
cluding technology innovation, securities 
and banking regulation and reform, and 
other major financial reforms under the 
oversight of the State Council (centralized 
control is a standard Marxist tenet)

• Reunification with Taiwan (a top CCP 
objective since 1949)

• A focus on stability and self-reliance 
(stability is prized by the CCP above all 
things while self-reliance signals an in-
ward concentration on self-sufficiency)

• Upholding the leadership of the CCP (he 
refers to “tackling the special challenges” 
which implies hardened measures to 
implement unanimity of action and con-
trol—spoken like the Marxist he is, with 
no dissent allowed)

Concluding Thoughts
China faces unprecedented challenges, 
many of which are the direct result of failed 
CCP policies over many years, including 
economic and demographic challenges, 
food insecurity, and unrest. In the face of 
these problems, Chinese leader Xi Jinping 
is tightening Marxist control of the com-
munist-run regime and Chinese society in 
general. His unprecedented third five-year 
term is itself a sign that he views himself as 
a leader on par with Mao Zedong himself.

Xi’s public pronouncements about the im-
portance of Marxism have been consistent 
throughout his reign. He has been imple-
menting a top-down return to Mao-style 
Marxism within the CCP itself (as rein-
forced here in 2016), as well as throughout 
Chinese society in general. The bitter fruit 
of the recent two sessions is clear evidence 
that Marxism remains Xi’s guiding light. 
And that means big trouble for Chinese 
citizens and the rest of the world.

Views expressed in this article are the opin-
ions of the author and do not necessarily 
reflect the views of The Epoch Times.

Stu Cvrk retired as a captain after serv-
ing 30 years in the U.S. Navy in a variety 
of active and reserve capacities, with 
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the Middle East and the Western Pacific. 
Through education and experience as an 
oceanographer and systems analyst, Cvrk 
is a graduate of the U.S. Naval Academy, 
where he received a classical liberal educa-
tion that serves as the key foundation for 
his political commentary.A police officer stands guard outside the Great Hall of the People in Beijing on March 10, 2022. 
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From an American perspective, the 
agreement is troubling as it is the latest 
step in the CCP’s campaign to bring the 
Middle East into its political orbit. 
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China Brokering Saudi-Iran Deal 
Sees Biden Losing the Middle East

Xi Jinping’s Guiding Light
Xi’s unswerving devotion to Marxism means trouble

China’s leader Xi Jinping swears under oath after being firmly confirmed as head of the state for a 
third term during the third plenary session of the National People’s Congress in Beijing on March 
10, 2023.
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(L–R) China’s vice premier Sun Chunlan, Central Committee Political Bureau member Liu 
Guozhong, and vice chairman of the Chinese People’s Political Consultative Conference (CPPCC) 
Shi Taifeng attend the fourth plenary session of the National People’s Congress in Beijing on 
March 11, 2023.
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Chinese leader Xi Jinping shakes hands with then-Saudi Arabian Deputy Crown Prince and Minister of 
Defense Mohammed bin Salman at the G-20 Summit in Hangzhou, China, on Sept. 4, 2016.
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Yemenis inspect the damage following overnight air strikes by the Saudi-led coalition targeting the Houthi rebel-held capital Sanaa, on Jan. 18, 2022. 
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