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Manhood Matters:  
Reviving the Manly Virtues
We should ask ourselves, ‘What does it mean to be a man?’

JEFF MINICK

D
uring the Ketanji Brown 
Jackson confirma-
tion hearings for the 
Supreme Court, Sen. 
Marsha Blackburn (R-

Tenn.) asked the nominee whether 
she could define the word “woman.” 
Jackson replied in the negative, add-
ing, “I am not a biologist.”

Given the postmodernist debates 
and confusion over gender and sex 
in our culture, we can safely guess 
Blackburn’s question might have 
left even biologists scratching their 
heads.

In his recent film “What Is a Wom-
an?” Matt Walsh poses this question 
and encounters many educated 
women and men who hesitate or re-
fuse to define a woman, who believe 
that human beings endowed with a 
Y chromosome and male reproduc-
tive organs can nonetheless claim to 
be, and are, women.

This inability by some people to 
define a woman gives rise to certain 
dilemmas. How, for instance, do we 
speak of women’s rights or women’s 
sports if we can’t define a woman in 
the first place?

Which raises a related question: 
What is a man?

The Basics
My online Merriam-Webster 
dictionary defines a man as “an 
adult male human being.” Another 
part of this biological picture is, 
of course, chromosomes. Nearly 
all males have XY chromosomes 
while nearly all females have the 
double X.

But now, my trusty Merriam-
Webster has clouded the meanings 
of these basic terms. Added to the 
definition of female is “having a 
gender identity that is the opposite 
of male.” 
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An 
Inseparable 
Bond
Georgia police officer recounts 
accomplishments thanks to 
brave K-9: ‘100 percent the 
best job in the world’

E. S. ARMSTRONG

Sgt. Mark Tappan of the Alpharetta 
Police Department in Georgia and 
his German shepherd, Mattis, have 
a fabulous friendship and a storied 
career. They’ve worked together to 
solve crimes, ferret out evil, capture 
bad guys, and save lives, and—no 
less vital an undertaking—they’ve 
helped to create a needed connec-
tion between police officers and the 
general community.

“He’s the most 
decorated dog in the 
history of our depart-
ment. He’s got more 
arrests, more fines; 
he’s just an incred-
ible dog,” Tappan, a 
U.S. Marine and pas-
tor, told The Epoch 
Times.

The recipient of a 
Purple Heart award, 
Mattis retired more 
than a year ago af-
ter doing several 
“fantastic things” 
during his career. 
He has helped re-

cover $3 million in drug seizures, 
accomplished 20 successful tracks, 
and assisted with more than 200 ar-
rests in his career, according to the 
American Kennel Club. The pair has 
also done plenty of demonstrations 
at elementary schools, and Mattis 
even inspired Tappan to write two 
children’s books—“My Dog Mattis” 
and “My Dog Mattis and the Bare-
foot Bandits”—in which he tells the 
story of finding his special dog and 
their many incredible adventures 
together.

“I just love telling people about my 
amazing dog,” Tappan said. “And 
then, along the way, he’s caught a 
lot of bad guys. And he’s saved some 
lives here and there. So, he’s done 
incredible work.”

Meeting Mattis
When Tappan went to select a po-
lice dog in 2016, he was looking for 
a Belgian Malinois, the new trend 
among military and law enforce-
ment officers. 

Continued on Page 3
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He’s 
incredibly 
intuitive, 
very smart. 
He makes 
me look a 
lot better 
than I 
am as a 
trainer.
Sgt. Mark Tappan, 
Alpharetta Police 
Department

Top dog: Over the course of his career 
in the Alpharetta Police Department in 

Georgia, Mattis has taken part in over $3 
million in drug seizures, 20 successful 

tracks, and more than 200 arrests.

Just a few generations 
ago, men such as Theodore 
Roosevelt promoted a code 
of manliness that included 

virtues such as honor, courage, 
resolution, and self-reliance.
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ANGELICA REIS

Recently our family, like many others, has 
been looking at ways to save. It has led me 
to think more deeply about the wonderful 
proverb, “A penny saved is a penny earned.”

While some might consider the phrase 
cliché, it is actually an excellent guide for 
many life choices.

The most interesting aspect of it is some-
thing I realized only later in life—that a 
penny saved is actually more than a penny 
earned. Because of … taxes! Yes, those post-
tax dollars were worth so much more in 
earnings, of course.

This is something I wish I had been taught 
as a kid, so that when I wanted to buy that 
candy, or that ice cream, I had a better idea 
of what was involved in that. Yes, I knew 
my parents had worked hard to provide for 
our (somewhat large) family, and that they 
set many impressive examples in terms of 
frugality. But only once I was well into my 
married years did I realize how post-tax 
dollars work.

Now, we might each think about our 
own finances and determine exactly how 
much a penny saved is equal to. And con-
sider teaching this to our kids, depending 
on their age and the particular circum-
stances, of course. That penny saved might 
equal $0.0125 earned, for example. Save 100 

pennies, and that’s actually saving $1.25 
earned, perhaps.

This could be a great math exercise for 
homeschoolers, in particular—fun, and 
practical too.

The areas of life this can apply to are 
many. There is the thirst for technology, the 
thirst for nice drinks, nice cars, and nice, 
well, everything.

You could even make a chart with your 
kids based on the concept that a penny 
saved is more than a penny earned. Each 
time you decide not to buy that Starbucks 
cookie, you could do a little calcu-
lation. Write down how much 
the cookie would have cost, 
and how much you would 
have had to earn to buy it, 
and that will be how much you 
saved! You could create a little 
rewards system—one movie 
(borrowed from the library) 
each time you save $20, for 
example.

You could also use play mon-
ey with kids to create a similar 
activity. Each time you forgo 
something you don’t need, or 
buy a somewhat cheaper ver-
sion of something you do need, 
you could put that play money 
into a piggy bank or ziplock bag. 

Each week, or month, count it up and see 
how you’re doing, and create more rewards 
or goals.

Think of the incredible personal finance 
habits this would impart to kids—if done 
tactfully and joyfully—which would serve 
them for life.

Maybe “good enough” is what we should 
strive for—to be adequately fed, housed, 
dressed, and cared for. Maybe we can forgo 
the drinks at the restaurant, or the dessert, 
or the restaurant meal itself.

What a wonderful process of spiritual 
development that can be, a 
process of whittling away 
another of those deadly sins: 
gluttony. Given the state of 
society today, it seems about 

time we reconsidered 
those seven deadly sins 
and looked deeply into our 

hearts and minds.
So how is it that we received 

this fine nugget of wisdom from 
the annals of history?

Most attribute it to the articu-
late Ben Franklin and his “Poor 
Richard’s Almanack.”

In his 1737 “Almanack,” Frank-
lin wrote, “A penny saved is two 
pence clear.” Then later, in the 
1758 “Almanack,” he wrote a ver-

sion more similar to the one we know, “A 
penny saved is a penny got.”

But its roots go further back.
Like many proverbs currently in use, this 

one took a somewhat different form in its 
early years. And it turns out its early years 
trace back to the 1600s, as far as we know.

One example of an early version of this 
phrase appeared in “Outlandish Proverbs,” 
published in 1633 by English poet George 
Herbert. It reads, “A penny spar’d is twice got.”

But because it appeared in a compilation 
of proverbs at the time, it’s natural to assume 
that the proverb was in use well before that.

This takes us to the title of this article se-
ries—Proverbs to Cherish. The justification 
for the choice of title is that I believe there 
must be reasons why we’ve inherited—in 
some cases—the ancient sayings and prov-
erbs that we have. It tells us that people over 
the course of history cherished them in 
some way and felt them worthy of keeping 
and passing on.

Perhaps, Someone is trying to tell us some-
thing through these. At the very least, they 
are little gems of tradition, culture, and good 
values, that we can hold dear today, keep 
alive, and pass along once again.

Angelica Reis loves nature, volunteer work, 
her family, and her faith. She is an English 
teacher with a background in classical 
music, and enjoys uncovering hidden 
gems, shining them up, and sharing them 
with readers. She makes her home in New 
York state.
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The definition of male now includes this 
addition: “having a gender identity that is 
the opposite of female.”

In other words, those of the opposite 
sex claiming to be male or female wipe 
away chromosomes and any other visible 
features of their birth gender. The 20-year-
old male who identifies as female is, in  
fact, female.

In light of this muddled state of affairs, 
maybe we should ask a different question.

Reframing the Question
Rather than seeking to answer “What is a 
man?” let’s substitute this inquiry: “What 
is manhood? What does it mean to be  
a man?”

Sure, manhood is an old-fashioned term, 
but it offers a better chance for an answer. 
Jackson, for example, might have delivered 
a reply to Blackburn had the latter asked, 
“What is the meaning of womanhood?”

After all, 50 years of modern feminism 
have sketched out some broad guidelines 
for womanhood. Women these days can 
become whatever their desires and talents 
allow: a cutthroat tycoon clawing her way 
up the corporate ladder, a Marine Corps pi-
lot, a banker, a stay-at-home mom devoted 
to her family. For decades, our culture has 
rained praise and encouragement on its 
daughters, constantly reminding them that 
they can become whatever they wish and 
decking them out in “Girl Power” T-shirts. 
We raise adolescent females with inten-
tion and with goals, cheering them on to 
be strong, self-assured, and confident of 
their womanhood.

As for instilling the virtues of manhood 
in boys and young men ... that’s a differ-
ent story.

Bad Maps, No Compass
In his essay “The Crisis of Manliness,” Wal-
ter Newell writes, “As a culture, we have 
never been more conflicted about what we 
mean by manhood.” He addresses prob-
lems ranging from absentee fathers and 
the lack of role models for boys and young 
men, to the attempts at social engineering, 
especially in our schools, to eradicate male 
traits and values, to make young men more 
like their female classmates. “We should 
stop trying,” Newell says, “to reengineer 
the human soul to prevent boys from be-
ing boyish, while encouraging all forms of 
self-expression in girls.”

Near the end of his article, Newell im-
portantly notes that “boys and young men 
today need re-introducing to [the] tradition 
of manly civility.”

Newell sounded this warning nearly 
25 years ago. Statistics and anecdotal 
evidence testify that few have heeded his 
words. Google “young men failing man-

ones, and fought the good fight, whatever 
that might entail, were esteemed by their 
peers and often revered and emulated by 
their sons.

Today, we not only sneer at manliness, 
but have turned its meaning inside out, 
associating it with aggressiveness, crudity, 
and misogyny—a relic of patriarchy from 
a bygone age.

Why Manhood Matters
These assaults on manhood, and now on 
the meaning of “woman,” are triggered 
by postmodernist Marxism and its hand-
maiden, the deconstruction of language. 
Words and definitions matter, and when 
they’re altered or destroyed, so are the con-
cepts they embody. Today, for example, 
institutions like marriage and the family 
are much diminished in meaning and pur-
pose, in part because manliness has gone 
missing in action.

If the old ideals of manliness to which 
so many men once aspired have been 
knocked from their pedestals and broken 
to pieces, what, we should ask, has taken 
their place? Absent the old verities, what 
does it mean today to be a good man? 
Our gender-neutral culture retains some 
of the old standards—respect for others, 
for example—but the ongoing deletion of 
male–female attributes and the erasure of 
virtues and strengths traditionally associ-
ated with men and women have left both 
sexes confused and feeling displaced.

Try this experiment: Ask a male older 
than the age of 20 what it means to be a 
man. Ask him what it means to be a father. 
Ask him, “What is the place of a father in 
the family?”

What Can Be Done
I would wager that a good number of young 
men can’t answer such questions. Why? Be-
cause no one has taught them these things.

To help our sons become good men, we 
should aim, as we do with our daughters, 
to play to their strengths. We should al-
low our 8-year-old boy to wave a sword at 
imaginary dragons and bad guys after he 
watches a movie about King Arthur. We 
should encourage our teens to read his-
torical adventures, to explore Tolkien’s 
Middle-earth, and to commit to memory 
some lines and words on manhood from 
the great poets.

Even more, parents, both moms and 
dads, and mentors like coaches and teach-
ers should be aware that boys and young 
men are watching and taking lessons from 
them, and act accordingly.

These and so many other resources and 
experiences give young males a stout foun-
dation for facing the storms of temptation 
and disaster. By word and by example, we 
can teach them the duties and pleasures, 
and the joys and sorrows of what it means 
to be a man.

Jeff Minick has four children and a 
growing platoon of grandchildren. For 
20 years, he taught history, literature, 
and Latin to seminars of homeschooling 
students in Asheville, N.C. He is the author 
of two novels, “Amanda Bell” and “Dust 
on Their Wings,” and two works of non-
fiction, “Learning as I Go” and “Movies 
Make the Man.” Today, he lives and writes 
in Front Royal, Va. See JeffMinick.com to 
follow his blog.

hood,” and you’ll find boys and, in many 
cases, males who are considered adults, 
flailing away, failing themselves and oth-
ers, in large part because they lack any real 
idea of what it means to be a man.

It wasn’t always this way.

The Old Codes
In 2008, Brett and Kate McKay founded 
“The Art of Manliness” website, which fre-
quently features articles by writers from 
bygone eras, as well as helpful tips for men 

on nearly every imaginable subject. The 
site’s popularity attests to the need even 
by adult men for guidance in their quest 
to become better men.

In their book “Manvotionals,” the McKays 
begin the first chapter with this observa-
tion: “Mention the word manliness these 
days and you’ll probably be greeted with 
snorts and giggles. ... Whatever image they 
have in mind when you mention ‘manli-
ness,’ it isn’t usually positive, and it prob-
ably has nothing to do with virtue.”

But as the McKays demonstrate, an ide-
al of manliness, of what it means to be a 
man, runs through Western culture from 
the time of the ancient Greeks down to the 
middle of the 20th century.

Just a few generations ago, for example, 
men such as Theodore Roosevelt, Rudyard 
Kipling, and other writers, politicians, and 
commentators promoted a code of manli-
ness that included virtues such as honor, 
courage, resolution, and self-reliance. Men 
who treated women with respect, kept their 
word, worked hard to provide for their loved 

Proverbs to Cherish: ‘A Penny Saved’

If the old ideals of 
manliness to which so 
many men once aspired 
have been knocked from 
their pedestals and broken 
to pieces, what, we should 
ask, has taken their place?

Because of taxes, 
a penny saved is 

actually worth more 
than a penny earned.
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Manhood Matters:  
Reviving the Manly Virtues
We should ask ourselves, ‘What does it mean to be a man?’

BIBA KAYEWICH

How do we help our sons become good men? Encourage them to play to their 
strengths. Let them play at their imaginary sword fight, and to read tales of 

adventure, whether historical or fictional.
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An Inseparable Bond

hours straight just because he didn’t want 
me to leave,” Tappan said.

When he did step away, the vet called 
him back. Mattis went “crazy” without 
Tappan nearby. When they were apart, 
the dog was terrified, and the vet feared 
he would tear his stitches or hurt himself. 
But with Tappan near, the dog was at rest.

To Tappan’s great joy, Mattis was able 
to go back to work one month after his in-
juries. Working together again, the bond 
between partners deepened further. Their 
work together had just begun.

Bridging the Gap
For his bravery and for injury in the line of 
duty, Mattis was awarded a Purple Heart 
from the police department, and he gained 
quite a bit of fame. His name spread fast.

In his range of service, Mattis not only 
earned a Purple Heart, but he and Tap-
pan have collected a slew of other awards 
and recognitions for dogs and handlers, 
including the 2021 American Kennel Club 
Award for Canine Excellence, Uniformed 
K-9 Service Category. According to the 
American Kennel Club, they’ve appeared 
on “Entertainment Tonight,” “Good Morn-
ing America,” “Fox & Friends,” “Live PD,” 
and “True Crime.” Mattis has made an 
appearance in the HBO series “Watch-
men,” and he and Tappan have appeared 
on A&E’s “America’s Top Dog,” winning 
the episode and going on to compete in 
the champion edition.

Over the years, Mattis and Tappan have 
met incredible people together. And along 
the way, the dog-turned-celebrity and his 
owner have garnered thousands of follow-
ers on Instagram and millions of followers 
on TikTok. Along with social media and 
public appearances, Tappan and Mattis 
have participated in numerous charitable 
endeavors, raising more than $100,000 for 
Coins4CURE to help fight against child-
hood cancer and supporting law enforce-
ment programs such as the Georgia Police 
K9 Foundation and Project K9 Hero.

In fact, it’s the connection with the com-
munity that Tappan values most about his 
work with Mattis. Together, he feels that 
they’ve been able to bring people togeth-
er—bridging broad gaps between citizens 
and the police officers that serve them.

“We’ve tried to focus on humanizing, be-
ing authentic, showing who I am, who my 
dog is, and how much I love him,” he said.

Retirement and the Future
Tappan retired Mattis because of an in-
jury in one of his hind legs. And yet, after 
retirement, he would still follow Tappan 
downstairs every morning, wait for his 
harnesses and then cry at the door when 
Tappan left without him. For a while, it 
was “heartbreaking” for Tappan to leave 
home without his sidekick.

To this day, Mattis wakes early with Tap-
pan and follows him to the stairs, bestow-
ing love on his master and earning some 
well-deserved scratches. The two make 
videos together or travel for public appear-
ances. Working together, albeit in a differ-
ent capacity these days, still brings much 
joy to them both.

Tappan has three German shepherds 
at home now, including Mattis. Yet the 
bond that he shares with Mattis remains 
untouchable.

“Mattis follows me everywhere,” he said. 
“If I’m somewhere, that’s where he is. He’s 
very much my dog.”

Tappan and Mattis have served side by 
side for years. Today, they’re still partners 
in service, “working to make the world a 

little bit of a brighter place.”

Share your stories with 
us at emg.inspired@
epochtimes.com and 
get your daily dose 
of inspiration by 
signing up for the In-

spired newsletter 
at TheEpoch-

Times.com/
newsletter
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His heart was set on a smaller dog, Tap-
pan himself measuring a humble 5 feet, 6 
inches in height. So when he first laid eyes 
on the stout 2-year-old German shepherd 
(named Caymen at the time), he thought, 
“There’s no way I want that dog.”

At first sight, it was Mattis’s sheer size 
that registered with Tappan. The dog was 
“huge.” Soon, however, Mattis’s heart and 
determination—and “God-given abili-
ties”—outshined his size. When Mattis 
went through  tests to measure things 
such as his determination in a chase, the 
tenacity to find something he couldn’t see, 
and the strength and manner of his bite, 
Tappan immediately knew he had found 
his dog.

“He was the obvious choice. I couldn’t 
say no to him. And I’m really glad I didn’t,” 
Tappan said, recalling the dog’s drive and 
character. “He’s incredibly intuitive, very 
smart. He makes me look a lot better than 
I am as a trainer.”

Mattis stole Tappan’s heart and solidly 
secured the place of his partner and best 
friend. In a short time, he was helping Tap-
pan catch criminals and solve crimes, as 
well as finding his place in the hearts of 
the world at large.

‘The Best Job in the World’
Tappan started police work because he 
wanted what he did to matter.

“I wanted to stand for something that 
was greater than myself,” he said.

Law enforcement was a perfect fit.
“You get to serve other people at their 

absolute worst times. And you can be a 
light in those times,” he said. “I want each 
day to make someone’s life better; to stand 
in the gap between what’s evil and what’s 
good—and protect the good.”

After 15 years of standing in that gap, 
Tappan still goes to work loving what he 
does, no doubt owing much to his bond 
and partnership with Mattis. Tappan be-
gan working with patrol dogs six years into 
his policing career. At the time, he saw an 
amazing opportunity: Working in the K-9 
unit would allow him to connect with the 
public in a fresh way.

People often won’t approach a police-
man, but having a dog tends to spark 
conversations and melt apprehensions, 
according to Tappan.

“I love talking to people and kind of try-
ing to show the human side of police offi-

cers. And when I got a dog, I realized what 
a great bridge that was,” he said.

Mattis, who’s the second dog Tappan has 
worked with, brought the officer’s dreams 
to life. The dual-purpose patrol dog was 
trained for narcotics detection—includ-
ing meth, marijuana, cocaine, heroin, and 
ecstasy—tracking people, article search, 
protection, and apprehension. Not only 
has he helped make the community safer, 
but he has given Tappan some of the best 
experiences of his life.

“He knew what I wanted him to do before 
I asked him to do it,” he said. “We have 
this incredible working relationship. And 
it was such a great partnership working 
together. It was absolutely 100 percent the 
best job in the world.”

Loyalty and Courage
A typical working day found the dog and 
trainer to be inseparable. At the day’s roll 
call, when officers gather and receive 
assignments for the day, Mattis took 
advantage of the audience, go-
ing from officer to officer 
gathering scratches on 
the head.

Throughout the 
day, Tappan and 
Mattis were on call, 
ready to attend to 
any emergencies 
that came up. 
Tappan trained 
Mattis in the 
meantime, 
teaching him 
search drills 
and giving him 
physical exer-
cise. Tappan 
challenged 
Mattis to find 
him with 
only his 
nose, in 
case they 
ever needed 
to find each other with-
out seeing where the 
other had gone. Between 
responding to calls and 
emergencies, the two walked 
through public areas, proac-
tively searching out drugs or 
engaging with the communi-
ty. They were always at each 
other’s side.

From the beginning, Mattis 
displayed undaunted loyalty 
and courage. One year into 
working together, the pair 
were chasing two suspects 
who had jumped over a 30-
foot retaining wall. Tappan 
started to jump in pursuit, 
realized at the last minute how 
high it was, and caught himself 
before going over. Mattis, however, 
soared over the wall.

“I remember the look on his face 
as he fell for 30 feet,” 

Tappan said.
It felt like an eternity as Tappan watched 

his partner frozen in the air. His thoughts 
raced: Should he have had Mattis on a 
leash? Should he have better controlled 
him before the jump? He felt the full weight 
of responsibility for Mattis’s life as he 
watched his dog fall hunched to the earth.

Mattis landed the fall and tackled one of 
the suspects. Then, after chasing and se-
curing the other, he collapsed to the floor. 
His bravery and tenacity had earned him a 
lacerated liver, severe injuries, and serious 
internal bleeding.

“I was scared that he might die, which 
was just gut-wrenching for 

me,” Tappan said.
After rushing Mat-

tis to the vet, Tappan 
helped lift his dog 
to the surgery table, 
unsure if he would 
survive. Once Mattis 

was stabilized, Tappan 
stayed by his side, 

hoping that he 
would be able 

to serve as a 
police dog 

again.
“I sat 

in the 
kennel 
with 
him 
for 
24 

Georgia police officer recounts accomplishments thanks  
to brave K-9: ‘100 percent the best job in the world’

ALL PHOTOS COURTESY OF SGT. MARK TAPPAN

(Clockwise from L)  
High five: Sgt. Mark Tappan and 
Mattis; Tappan has written two 

children’s books to recount their 
adventures; Mattis is not exactly 

the small dog that Tappan was 
initially looking for; the German 

shepherd is now retired.

I love talking to people 
and kind of trying to show 
the human side of police 
officers. And when I got 
a dog, I realized what a 
great bridge that was.
Sgt. Mark Tappan, Alpharetta Police 
Department

Tappan says 
Mattis has been 
key in improving 

relationships 
with the local 
community.
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W
hen individuals soar above 
their circumstances, they 
catch our attention. When 
they hold firm to timeless 
principles despite chal-

lenges and temptations, they inspire. When 
they speak the truth, do their duty, and ad-
here to high standards of character, they are 
models we should seek to emulate.

One such man was Henry Ossian Flip-
per (1856–1940). In so many ways, his story 
defies today’s conventional wisdom, just as 
it did in the decades he lived it.

If this man were as praiseworthy as I sug-
gest, you might well assume he was blessed 
with a head start by being born rich and 
privileged. You’d be sorely mistaken.

From Slavery to West Point
Flipper was born into slavery in Thomas-
ville, Georgia, five years before the start of 
the Civil War. His parents, Festus and Isa-
belle, were owned by a slave dealer named 
Ephraim G. Ponder. Festus made shoes and, 
after the war, opened a small shoe business 
in Atlanta. Isabelle “trimmed” carriages, 
which means she installed and repaired the 
interior of carriages.

The Flipper family, both during slavery and 
afterward, never were rich in material things. 
They were, however, wealthy in what counts 
for so much more: They were a loving family 
that nourished excellence in every endeavor.

Flipper’s parents taught him and his four 
younger brothers to lift themselves up and 
never let anybody else get them down. 
This emphasis on hard work and charac-
ter from an early age worked in every case. 
One brother became a successful farmer; 
another, a college president and bishop in 
the African Methodist Episcopal Church; 
another, a college professor; and the fourth, 
a physician. To the Flipper family, what we 
call “the American Dream” was as real and 
personal as it gets.

Flipper, you might suppose, must have 
been lucky enough to never stare down a 
major, life-altering test. Wrong. His dream 
was to become an officer in the U.S. Army. 
He achieved it, only to face racial discrimi-
nation along the way and, ultimately, an un-
just court-martial that prematurely ended a 
promising military career. He proved that it 
isn’t as much the problems you face in life 
that decide your fate, but how you choose to 
deal with them.

What did this man of sterling character do 
to prompt a court-martial by the Army? In 
1881, he was falsely accused of embezzling 
funds while a quartermaster at Fort Davis, 
Texas. He was acquitted of that offense but 
found guilty of “conduct unbecoming an 
officer” and dismissed. Nearly a hundred 
years later, in 1976, the Army Board for Cor-
rection of Military Records overturned the 
second, racially motivated charge, and, in 
1999, Flipper was granted a posthumous 
presidential pardon.

One can easily imagine Flipper turning 
against the country that enslaved his par-
ents and subjected him to a humiliation he 
was never able to officially erase during his 
lifetime. If you assume that he became re-
sentful, bitter, and anti-American, you’d be 
wrong again.

Flipper loved America. He was a first-rate 
scholar of history. He knew America didn’t 
invent slavery. He understood that while 
some Americans enslaved his parents, other 
Americans helped free them. One—a white 
Georgia Republican congressman named 
J.C. Freeman—judged Flipper on his char-
acter and abilities and secured his appoint-
ment to West Point. Flipper became, in fact, 
one of America’s most articulate defenders 
and a staunch proponent of the Constitution.

Before sharing with readers a few things 
Flipper had to say about this country and 
that document, consider these remarkable 
achievements of this American:

• He was the first black graduate of the U.S. 

Military Academy at West Point, earning a 
commission as a cavalry second lieutenant 
at the age of 21 in June 1877.

• His memoirs are “the only authenticated 
personal narrative of military and civilian 
life on the frontier written by an African 
American,” in the words of biographer 
Theodore D. Harris.

• As the U.S. Army’s first and only black com-
missioned officer, he served admirably as 
a leader of the so-called Buffalo Soldiers 
in the American Southwest.

• He put his extraordinary engineering skills 
to good use while stationed in Texas and 
Oklahoma. At Fort Sill, there’s a National 
Historic Landmark (“Flipper’s Ditch”) that 
you can visit today. It commemorates his 
ingenious solution to a vexing malaria 
problem on the fort’s grounds.

• During the 10-year Mexican Revolution 
(1910–1920), he supplied vital intelligence 
on Mexico to the U.S. Senate and was later 
named an assistant to the U.S. secretary of 
the interior.

Once, while in Mexico, Flipper was thrown 
into a filthy jail for reasons he discovered later 
when a friendly Mexican governor ordered 
his release. He had mentioned in a letter 
to a friend that a local priest was engaged 
in repeated sexual behavior with his own 
daughter. The charge was true and made its 
way into a newspaper, whereupon the priest 
arranged to have Flipper arrested. Flipper 
writes about it later and adds:

“There was a wealthy man in Mexico City 

Henry Flipper Rose From 
Slavery to Become West Point’s 
First Black Graduate—and a 
Staunch Anti-New Dealer
Despite experiencing 
the bitter fruits of 
racism, he never gave 
up on America—or its 
Constitution

that married his sister. He got a dispensa-
tion from the Pope and paid $40,000 for it. 
Don’t you show this to any newspaper man. 
It might get me in jail again.”

Flipper’s adventures before and after his 
undeserved court-martial are worth reading 
about—both in his own words and in the writ-
ings of others. For more information about 
them, see the suggested list below this essay.

In the last decade or so of his long life, Flip-
per authored numerous articles and letters. 
Biographer Harris notes that they provide a 
record of Flipper’s belief in “a strict construc-
tionist” view of the Constitution, especially 
those provisions that framed our federal sys-
tem of states’ rights, individual liberties, and 
separation of powers. Harris writes:

“On these issues, he was, paradoxically, 
an African American Jeffersonian. In letters 
from 1936 to 1940, he expressed a strong mis-
trust of the Democratic Party and an out-
spoken opposition to President Franklin D. 
Roosevelt and the policies of the New Deal. 
Many of Flipper’s views presaged the ideas 
expressed today by such prominent black 
conservatives as Clarence Thomas, Thomas 
Sowell, and Walter Williams.”

Without a doubt, Thomas, Sowell, and the 
late Williams would cheer these words from 
Flipper’s pen in 1936:

“No civilized people is so ignorant of their 
Constitution and functioning of their gov-
ernment as the American people, and this 
ignorance runs all the way from the college 
graduate to the most illiterate clodhopper. In 
our schools ... we are taught everything ex-
cept the language we imagine we speak and 
the Constitution of our country.”

Flipper lamented America’s statist drift in 
the 1930s under FDR. He saw black America’s 
embrace of the Democratic Party as a betray-
al of the Republicans, who had ended slavery. 
He rightly observed that by supporting Roo-
sevelt and Northern Democrats, blacks were 
empowering the very Southern Democrats 
who had imposed Jim Crow segregation. He 
was particularly disgusted when FDR ap-
pointed a former Ku Klux Klan member to 
the U.S. Supreme Court. FDR also person-
ally snubbed Olympic gold medalist Jesse 
Owens by inviting only white athletes to the 
White House, a fact that rankled a lot of black 
citizens, not just those of Flipper’s political 
persuasions. Of America’s 32nd president, 
Flipper writes,

“Roosevelt has led the people, the unthink-
ing element, to believe the federal govern-
ment would take care of them under all cir-
cumstances, guarantee them jobs or take 
care of them when no jobs were to be had, 
thus lowering their morale.”

His perspective on the size and role of the 
federal government was perhaps best dis-
tilled in this passage from one of his letters:

“You see, I believe in the States. They ex-
isted long before the Federal government, 
which they themselves made. We do not want 
a strong central government in this country. 
History has shown the numberless evils of 
such government.”

Flipper died in Atlanta in 1940 at the age of 
84. Just as he never gave up on America and 
the ideals which prompted its birth, we today 
shouldn’t give up on learning about black 
Americans such as him. Through character, 
he rose above adversity. He saw enormous 
potential for America and the millions of 
good people in it, irrespective of color.

And he wasn’t afraid to think for himself 
and to say so.

This article was originally published on 
FEE.org

Lawrence W. Reed is president emeritus 
and Humphreys Family Senior Fellow at the 
Foundation for Economic Education (FEE), 
having served for nearly 11 years as FEE’s 
president (2008 to 2019). He is the author of 
the 2020 book “Was Jesus a Socialist?” His 
website is LawrenceWReed.com
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Rules for Radicals: Some Tips for Young People
JEFF MINICK

Being a radical these days is tough.
Declare yourself a passionate advocate 

for transgender rights, and you’re right in 
line with the policies of the federal gov-
ernment, the U.S. military, many large 
corporations, and most universities. Go 
to college and raised a clenched fist in 
support of critical race theory, and your 
professors and most of your classmates will 
smile and pat you on the head. Stand with 
a mob screeching against the Supreme 
Court’s overturn of Roe v. Wade, and you’re 
echoing nearly every major media outlet 
in the country.

When he was enthralled with the French 
Revolution, poet William Wordsworth 
wrote of that event, “Bliss was it in that 
dawn to be alive, but to be young was very 
heaven!” Rebellion comes as naturally to 
the young as breathing, but how can any-
one kick back against the establishment 
and the zeitgeist when today’s “radicals” 
are marching in lockstep with so many 
politicians, corporate executives, media 
personalities, and university professors?

I mean, what’s a 20-year-old would-be 
rebel to do?

Kick those fears to the curb, my young 
friends. If you want to stick a thumb in the 
eye of the Man, if you want to shake up the 
establishment as it now exists, here are 
some bits of advice that will give you street 
cred as a true agitator and freedom fighter.

Dress to Transgress
Appearance is extremely important to 
radicals. Study photographs and watch 
the news of the boys and girls burning cit-
ies and trampling on American flags, and 
you’ll see them mostly decked out in jeans, 
T-shirts, running shoes for those rare oc-
casions when they must elude the police, 
and sometimes masks.

You can do better. If you’re a guy head-
ing off to college, attend classes wear-
ing a white shirt, khaki pants, and blue 
blazer. To be truly daring, throw a tie 
around your neck. Young women might 
make their statement by wearing a dress 
or skirt, preferably below the knee, and 
minimum jewelry.

All of you should avoid tattoos, particu-
larly those cacographic scrawls that cover 
the arms or run up the back of the neck to 
the hairline, as these have become both 
commonplace and will leave you with 
wrinkly blotches as you age.

The finishing touch? Tuck a copy of The 
Epoch Times under your arm. This little 
addition alone might cause your professor 
to gasp with astonishment and loathing. 
When you’ve finished with the paper, be 
sure to leave it in the student lounge to 
attract others to the cause.

Avoid Wasted (and Nasty) Words
The deployment of the English language 
can also bestow the garland of zealotry. 
These days, for example, the F-bomb is 
de rigueur for anarchists and agitators. 
Though this overworked obscenity has 
lost much of its zing, you’ll still find this 
street mob chanting or screaming it for 
all their worth.

If you want to stand apart from this slice 
of lemmings (that’s the name for a gath-
ering of these small rodents), show some 
restraint in your speech. Hold back a bit 
before bellowing imprecations at someone 
who might pass for your grandmother.

When a co-worker is ranting about the 
need to ditch the Constitution, indulg-
ing in that belief of our age that “what-
ever comes out of my mouth is worth a 
listen,” you can ignore him and yet keep a 
thoughtful look on your face by mentally 
debating whether you’ll have pizza or a 
burger for supper.

Pronouns present a special problem, 
as our Orwellian speech police insist 
that we junk their standard use. That 
graduate student in gender studies, for 
instance, may demand to be called “they” 
rather than “he.” When possible, ignore 
this trend, and if someone asks for your 
pronouns, a raised eyebrow and a shrug 
might do wonders.

There’s one exception to this act of gram-
matical rebellion. If you want to rebel and 
rock the boat, consider reviving the “royal 
we,” as in “We much prefer watermelon to 
cantaloupe.” Sometimes you might add 
some ice to your voice, again arch that 
eyebrow, and say, “We aren’t amused by 
the XY chromosome gang engaging in 
women’s sports.”

Study Revolutionary Documents
Most of today’s activists and fanatics 
rarely reference the primary sources of 
their beliefs, preferring to lift their ideas 
secondhand from social media. They’re 
in a hell-for-leather rush to trash the old 
and ring in the new. Who has time to read 

“The Communist Manifesto,” much less 
“Das Kapital”?

Once again, you can set yourself apart as 
the true radical. Begin by reading two truly 
revolutionary documents: the Declaration 
of Independence and the Constitution of 
the United States. By that act alone, you 
will set yourself apart from the great ma-
jority of citizens who have read neither.

When your feminist friend rages against 
the Supreme Court decision to overturn 
Roe v. Wade, lift a hand, palm outward, 
and quietly say, “Let’s just see what the 
Constitution says about that.” When Uncle 
Bud, who’s quite frankly baffled by your 
extremism, asks for the beliefs of your 
movement in a nutshell, reply, “Life, lib-
erty, and the pursuit of happiness.”

Become a Billboard
Anarchists can buy bumper stickers, base-
ball caps, and T-shirts online (T-shirts with 
a large Antifa “A” inside a circle), along 
with stickers that read “Resist” and many 
other accessories sporting slogans about 
various causes.

You can join this parade of sentiments. 
That “Think While It’s Still Legal” T-shirt 
might amuse your classmates in consti-
tutional law. The bumper sticker stating 
“I thought socialism made sense, but then 
I turned 9” will surely rouse some notice, 
particularly in cities like Asheville, North 
Carolina, where I once lived and where 
conventional radicals are as plentiful as 
tattoos and orange hair.

The best choice of all, however, is an oldie 
but goody popularized years ago by Wil-
liam F. Buckley. “Don’t immanentize the 
eschaton” warns humans against trying 
to establish heaven on earth. Wearing that 
emblazoned on a T-shirt will spark plenty 
of discussions, as most passersby will re-
quire a translation, and you’ll also have the 
opportunity to introduce such wild-eyed 
ideas as capitalism and liberty.

Have Some Fun
Today’s radicals seem as joyless as an emp-
ty box. They’re so plagued by causes—cli-
mate change, critical race theory, and so 
on—that they’ve forgotten life is meant to 
be savored. Just watch some of these pro-
testers, shaking their fists and shouting out 
some empty mantra, and you know right 
away you wouldn’t want these miserable 
souls for dinner companions.

So, here’s the thing: You’re young! Live 
it up! Set time aside to shake off your 
troubles and savor some pleasures. Read 
an old novel, putz around in a garden, get 
together with friends, and knock out the 

evening with laughter and love like there’s 
no tomorrow. Dance, sing, talk to the moon 
and the stars. Someday you’ll be old, and 
those memories will bring you smiles as 
warm as any fireplace.

Think Critically and Look for Truth
In certain media outlets, daily misdirec-
tion and misinformation are the name of 
the game. The ignorant and the gullible 
buy right into these errors and decep-
tions, believing that the war in Ukraine 
is responsible for the high gas prices, for 
example, or that the United States is a cess-
pool of racism.

Want to be a real rebel in the 21st cen-
tury? Think for yourself and seek facts and 
truth. The weapon you need—your com-
puter or phone—is at your fingertips; to 
wield that weapon, you need only a ques-
tioning mind. It won’t be easy.

“To stand up for truth is nothing,” Alek-
sandr Solzhenitsyn said. “For truth, you 
must sit in jail.” That jail doesn’t necessar-
ily mean steel bars and locked doors, but 
rather banishment from social media and 
the loss of friends. Such is the price paid by 
a truth-seeking freedom fighter.

Practice an Honorable Code  
of Morality
You’re watching the evening news about 
the most recent riot in some city, and you 
see a masked guy dressed in black smash 
out a store window with a baseball bat, 
all in the name of justice. Three rioting 
young women caterwauling for women’s 
rights spray-paint obscenities on a Honda 
parked on the street.

What you don’t see is the black store 
owner who just lost a month’s profits to 
repair the damage done to his shop. What 
you don’t see is the nursing tech, a single 
mom of two, who lives weekly from pay-
check to paycheck and must now have her 
car repainted.

You’re better than that. Live the virtues. 
Live with honor.

And then, in this our sad and wicked age, 
you’ll be the real radical, a light giver in 
the darkness.

Jeff Minick has four children and a growing 
platoon of grandchildren. For 20 years, he 
taught history, literature, and Latin to sem-
inars of homeschooling students in Ashe-
ville, N.C. He is the author of two novels, 
“Amanda Bell” and “Dust on Their Wings,” 
and two works of non-fiction, “Learning as 
I Go” and “Movies Make the Man.” Today, 
he lives and writes in Front Royal, Va. See 
JeffMinick.com to follow his blog.
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A revolutionary act: dressing in a respectable fashion.
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mericans have a love affair with 
trains. The Broadway musical 
“On the Twentieth Century” 

and the Cary Grant-starring 
feature film “North by North-

west” both glorify the heyday of the 20th 
Century Limited, the most famous sleeper 
train in the world.

Young children sit fascinated as they 
watch freight trains roll by. Even met-
ropolitan subway systems have been 
featured in many movies, as well as 
The Kingston Trio’s song, “M.T.A.” and 
Duke Ellington’s classic song, “Take the 
A Train.”

The Smithsonian National Museum of 
American History in Washington had a 
huge exhibit devoted entirely to decom-
missioned locomotives.

Generally, the love of something leads 
to the purchase (or adoption) of it. But 
almost no American can afford to buy 
a working railroad train, and even if he 
could, where would he drive it?

So the next best thing is a working scale 
model of one. That’s what model railroad-
ing is all about.

Train lovers build and display elaborate, 
detailed, miniature replicas of actual rail-
roads from America’s heyday of train travel 
in their basements, garages, or any room 
they have that can hold such a setup. The 
trains actually traverse the tracks, often 
with sound effects of whistles and engines.

Additionally, the tracks may run across 
bridges or through towns, train stations, 
mountains, and wooded areas, all recre-
ated with the same level of detail as the 
trains.

Love of Trains
Members of the West Island Model Rail-
road Club on Long Island, New York, are 
all men, many of whom are retired or near 
retirement. One could argue that these 
guys in their 50s, 60s, and beyond are es-
sentially playing with toys.

They agree without hesitation.
“It’s exactly what it is and a lot of us have 

earned the right to,” the club’s president, 
Vic Grappone, says.

“We are all babies at heart. We never 
grew up, and we love it,” club member 
Alan Alcabes told The Epoch Times the 
day before his 81st birthday.

His attraction to trains is nothing new.
“I can’t remember a time when I didn’t 

love trains. I was fascinated even when I 
was a little boy growing up in the City of 
New York,” he said.

As a youth, Alcabes experienced the 
glory days of American railroads.

“Some of us had the benefit of growing 
up in the golden age when there were still 
private railroads and passenger service,” 
he said. “It was really exciting, and we 
thought it was always going to be that way, 
but things change.”

His father bought him a train set in 1946, 
and he’s collected them ever since, al-
though there was a long stretch of time 
when working and raising a family didn’t 
allow him the luxury of playing with 
trains.

Some of 
us had the 
benefit of 
growing up 
in the golden 
age, when 
there were 
still private 
railroads and 
passenger 
service.
Alan Alcabes, member, 
West Island Model 
Railroad Club

Model Railroading
Hobbyists Lose Track of Time With

Alcabes got married in 1963, and his 
wife not only accepts his hobby, but par-
takes in “railroad trips and excursions” 
with him throughout the United States 
and Europe.

The club occupies a 5,600-square-foot 
space on a single floor in a building in 
Hicksville, New York, and just about all of 
it is one huge model railroad setup.

The simulation replicates actual historic 
rail lines from New York through New 
Jersey and Pennsylvania.

The club currently has about 75 members, 
and different ones build and maintain the 
various locations throughout the lines.

The trains can get pricey. A single engine 
or club car can cost more than $300. Some 
cost up to $800. Thirty percent or more of 
the ones at West Island were donated by 
members.

Attention to Detail
Model railroading trains are generally 
used exactly as they come out of the box 
with no modifications. It’s with the build-
ings, roadways, and people surrounding 
the train tracks that the hobbyist can get 
creative and make them his own.

He can purchase a building and use it 
exactly how it was made, or he can add 
whatever details he sees fit.

Another option is a “scratch build,” 
where he doesn’t start with anything 
prefabricated but builds it himself from 

the bottom up.
Whichever option he chooses, it’s all 

about the details.
Alcabes is one of four club members 

who are working on recreating the train 
station of Allentown, Pennsylvania, circa 
the mid-20th century.

“We are modeling a specific era on this 
railroad,” he said. “So everything right 
down to the vehicles, the way the people 
are dressed, the building styles, the type 
of taxi cabs ... everything you see is all 
appropriate for the decade or so between 
the 1950s and ’60s that we represent here.”

Club member Rick Lederer conceded 
that sometimes they take a little poetic 
license in their recreations.

“Sometimes a lot,” Grappone said.
Member Mike Bowler quipped, “Some-

times not even poetic.”
Club member Rich Valente believes that 

once a model railroader takes on the task of 
recreating a specific location, “the histori-
cal aspect” gets added to the mix, and it 
becomes more than just playing with toys.

Resurgence
Hobbyists have been model railroad-
ing for decades. The West Island Model 
Railroad Club has been in existence since 
1947 and is celebrating its 75th anniver-
sary this year. Willis Hobby Shop, also on 
Long Island, has been selling trains and 
accessories since 1949.

The shop’s current owner, Jason Siegel, 
estimates that about a third of his shop is 
dedicated to trains and that a third of his 
sales are to model railroaders.

Siegel has seen a gradual but steady de-
cline in the public’s interest in the hobby 
industry, particularly among children, 
which he blames on video games.

However, the COVID-19 lockdown of 
2020 changed all that.

“COVID actually brought people back 
to being family units,” Siegel said.

Once he was allowed to reopen his 
store, he began selling train sets (as well 
as other items) to families who were stuck 
at home with each other.

“I’ve seen a lot of kids in the last year 
coming in for actual trains and train cars 
to build up the set that they built with 
Grandpa over the two years of COVID, 
and it’s a nice thing to see,” Siegel said.

He even gifted his own father a train set 
during the lockdown.

Siegel’s mother told him that his father 
never comes upstairs anymore and that 
she yells down to him on occasion to con-
firm that he’s still alive.

According to the website RailServe.com, 
the United States has 733 model railroad 
clubs and museums. There are about half 
a dozen on Long Island alone.

While the West Island Model Railroad 
Club is only one of them, Grappone, who 
designed signal systems for the real-life 
Long Island Railroad for 23 years, feels 
it’s because of the members’ “common 
interest” that the club “thrives on.”

“We argue sometimes, but it’s all out 
of the passion of what we’re trying to do 
here,” he said.

Alcabes feels a connection with all the 
club’s like-minded members.

“We have like a brotherhood here,” he 
said, “It’s great.”

Allan Winter (L) works on the electrical portion of the recreation of the Allentown, Pa., train station, and Alan Alcabes paints its 
scenery, at the West Island Model Railroad Club on Long Island, N.Y. 

The not-yet-
completed 
recreation of 
the Allentown, 
Pa., train 
station at 
the West 
Island Model 
Railroad 
Club on Long 
Island, N.Y.

A replica of 
the Easton, 
Pa., train 
station on the 
Allegheny & 
Western line 
at the West 
Island Model 
Railroad Club.
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Model railroading 
accessories for sale at 
Willis Hobby Shop in 

Mineola, N.Y. 
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A Russian Revolutionary’s Biography 
That Reads Like Fiction
DUSTIN BASS

Christian Salmon’s new book, “The Blum-
kin Project,” has a very apt subtitle: “A Bio-
graphical Novel.” The book truly reads like 
a novel, yet it’s contextually biographical. 
From the first line to the last, it’s a grip-
ping read.

Salmon has a way with words and 
uses them so elegantly to paint pictures 
throughout the book. The very beginning 
draws the reader in with his description of 
rummaging through an old chest of books 
and documents, all centered around his 
research of Yakov Blumkin, the 17-year-
old Ukrainian Jew Bolshevik who began 
his rise to Soviet stardom when he assas-
sinated German ambassador Wilhelm von 
Mirbach on July 6, 1918.

Indeed, “The Blumkin Project” feels like an 
old book. It reads as if it was written some-
time during the Cold War or even between 
the two great wars. The only moments that 
give away the modernity of the work are 
the author’s references to Google Maps or 
his current travels. But those references are 
minimal enough to allow the reader to fall 
back into the lore of an aged story.

The Crime as Starting Point
The author begins with the assassination, 
an international incident that took place 
during an international crisis: World War 
I. Later in the book, the author wrote that 
Blumkin declared that he was a man with 
nine lives.

This was his first life. After the assassi-
nation, the Bolsheviks informed the Ger-
man government that Blumkin had been 
executed. Of course, he hadn’t been ex-
ecuted. Since he was “officially” dead, his 
ghost could be used to accomplish other 
missions.

However, the author wrote that Blum-
kin must have felt even more dispens-
able than before he had been summarily 
“executed.”

“To Blumkin, everything he had experi-
enced since the July 6 attack felt unreal,” 
Salmon wrote. “‘My story will end in rub-
ble,’ he suddenly thought. In the history 
books he would just be the man who as-
sassinated the German ambassador. All 
the rest would be erased, overshadowed 
by his crime. At seventeen, he was already 
posthumous.”

A Life of Intrigue and Myth
Blumkin became a useful tool for the Bol-
sheviks and the revolutionaries, a revolu-
tion he truly believed in, as is made clear 

by the July 6 crime. He became a friend 
(if one can use such a term among revo-
lutionaries) and ally of Leon Trotsky.

It was Trotsky who ensured that Blumkin 
wasn’t executed, and the author pointed 
out that there was no real threat of execu-
tion. However, his friendship with Trotsky 
would be his downfall during the early 
reign of Joseph Stalin.

But that downfall, which arrived in the 
fall of 1929, comes at the end of the book.

Salmon follows Blumkin’s transforma-
tion from a young revolutionary assassin 
to a matured revolutionary clandestine 
operative. Like a work of fiction, some-

thing out of a John Le Carré novel, Blum-
kin’s cover is that of a collector and reseller 
of rare books.

His specialty was rare Hebrew works. In 
a time when anti-Semitism was feverish 
in Russia, he knew his cover could also 
salvage books that would otherwise be 
destroyed. He was quickly successful.

Blumkin was assigned the task of creat-
ing a network in Palestine, Syria, Jordan, 
and Egypt. He played a vital role in coun-
terespionage against the West. He roamed 
through Mongolia, Tibet, northern China, 
Palestine, Ulaanbaatar, New Delhi, Shang-
hai, Jaffa, Jerusalem, and Cairo.

His work was obviously dangerous, as 
he was a target of the spy agencies of the 
West. But perhaps his most dangerous 
locale was at home, where the revolution 
had resulted in Vladimir Lenin’s rise to 
power but was hardly settled. Adding 
to the danger, he moved among groups 
such as the Cheka and the Left Socialist-
Revolutionaries (SR).

An Honest Look at the Revolution
Salmon created an almost sympathetic 
character. Blumkin was a teen, a 17-year-
old at the time of the assassination, which 
means that he had fallen for Bolshevism 
well before that moment. He eventually 
matured from an impressionable teen to a 
true believer—that is, until the belief that 
created the revolution began to crumble 
before his eyes. Interestingly, Blumkin’s 
life reflects that of the life of the Russian 
Revolution.

“The ‘glorious October Revolution’ be-
came the object of three successive ac-
counts,” Salmon wrote. “First as a col-
lective, anonymous epic of peasants 
and workers; then as a novelistic work of 
Bolshevik theoreticians and strategists; 
and finally, as proof of one man’s genius. 
Soviet historiography successively fol-
lowed three literary genres: epic, novel, 
and hagiography.

“But the transition from one to the other 
wasn’t easy. To accomplish it, faces and 
voices had to be erased. Entire lives were 
made to disappear, a colossal and difficult 
undertaking, because it’s easier to get rid 
of bodies than living memory.”

Salmon gives an honest approach to the 
Revolution: the promises, the hopes, the 
violence, the devastation, the artists, the 
dissension, and the aftermath. There are 
chilling moments pulled from eyewitness 
accounts, perhaps from those who had 
been “erased” and are now being brought 
back into “living memory.”

“The Blumkin Project” isn’t only a thrill-
ing read, but it’s also an insightful view of 
the Russian Revolution through the eyes 
of a Bolshevik operative. Salmon worked 
to separate the truth from the myth while 
presenting both. It’s an honest tale that 
reads like fiction.

Dustin Bass is the host of Epoch TV’s 
“About the Book: A Show about New 
Books With the Authors Who Wrote 
Them.” He is an author and co-host of The 
Sons of History podcast.

Keeping You Informed and Thrilled
Brad Thor’s latest novel takes you to India

ANITA L. SHERMAN

If you are a Brad Thor fan, you won’t be dis-
appointed with his latest thriller released 
earlier this month.

If you don’t know who Brad Thor is and are 
lured by the brilliant cover design or curious 
about picking up one of his books for the first 
time, you are in for a riveting, roller coaster 
ride unlike any you’ve been on. I suspect you 
won’t be disappointed.

Undoubtedly, Thor’s alter-ego is Scot Har-
vath, America’s top sleuth and deadly opera-
tive, who has graced the pages of more than 
20 previous books. “Rising Tiger” is his latest. 
Fast-paced, it has heart-stopping twists and 
turns along the way. The mind-blowing im-
ages gives readers a glorious genre to savor 
or sample.

One Incident After Another
The book opens with a horrific battle on the 
border between India and China in the Gal-
wan Valley.

No sooner are you taking a breath from 
those dire consequences than you are on a 
street in Rajasthan as an American agent is 
assassinated.

An Indian Air Force helicopter is downed 
killing 13 with one survivor.

Powerful forces are afoot. Threats are 
global, and engaging the enemy could 
be nation ending. It’s war but without 
armies on the battlefield. Instead, the 
battle is waged in bars, fancy hotels, and 
sleazy warehouses. The combatants fight 
under cover of darkness, often alone, and 
with missions cloaked in secrecy and 
subterfuge. It’s a game between preda-
tor and prey, between the hunter and 
the hunted.

Release the Super Spy
These battle sites are the premier playing 
ground for the likes of Harvath, who moves 
easily between gently sipping a bourbon one 
moment to gunning down a target in the 
next. For him, it’s business. It’s what he does; 
it’s who he is.

But behind the James Bond-esque glamor 
and bravado, Harvath is principled. He loves 
his country. He believes that the American 
Dream will only hold if there are those will-
ing to protect it. As long as America stands 
apart as a beacon of liberty where individual 
rights are valued, it will be threatened by 
governmental forces opposed to democracy.

The United States needs highly commit-
ted individuals willing to take extreme risks 
no matter where the fight takes them. It’s a 
dangerous, life-threatening game that few 
are able and willing to play.

Author Thor not only gives readers taut 
thrillers, but he places the action in politi-
cal hotspots with potential conflicts that are 
real. In “Rising Tiger,” Harvath is thrust into 
an entirely new backdrop: exotic and enig-
matic India. He’s teamed up with a street-
wise cop, Vijay, and an attractive and tena-
cious RAW (Research and Analysis Wing) 
Indian agent, Asha.

The three exchange light-hearted conversa-
tions with touches of humor as they impres-
sively survive numerous shoot outs to take out 
the bad actors, and there are plenty of them.

The Reader’s Experience
Thor’s capacity to entertain with non-stop 
action would appear unrivaled in this genre. 
At the same time, he informs. His topics, 
whether they be potential political alliances, 
counter-terrorism technology, or govern-
ment stability, are well researched. Noting 

the “Acknowledgements” at the end of the 
book, you’ll see a host of military and gov-
ernment sources, many for their expertise 
in national security.

As Harvath and his team maneuver 
through the streets of New Delhi or Jaipur, 
readers are afforded glimpses into Indian 
culture with bright festival visuals and 
tantalizing menu offerings. There are also 
shady backwater alleyways crowded with 
questionable characters infused with mali-
cious motives. Combined, the setting is all 
the more vivid and potent as their escapades 
are exhilarating entertainment and clearly 
cinematic in description.

Thor has stated that he wants each book to 
be better than the last. He wants you to be 
entertained. He also wants you to learn more 
about what is happening in the world. Be a 
bit wiser about geopolitics. “Rising Tiger” 
does that.

Anita L. Sherman is an award-winning 
journalist who has more than 20 years 
of experience as a writer and editor for 
local papers and regional publications in 
Virginia. She now works as a freelance 
writer and is working on her first novel. 
She is the mother of three grown children 
and grandmother to four, and she resides 
in Warrenton, Va. Anita can be reached at 
anitajustwrite@gmail.com

The NY Times 
bestselling 
author has a 
new release.
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The Amber 
Palace complex 
in Jaipur, India. 
The backdrops 
for Brad Thor’s 
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are the exotic 
locales of New 
Delhi and Jaipur 
in India.
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Bolshevik leaders Joseph Stalin (R) and Leon Trotsky standing on a podium in Red Square, 
during the Russian Revolution in Moscow. 
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Wilhelm von Mirbach was assassinated on 
July 6, 1918. German Federal Archives.
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Revolutionary leader and author Leon Trotsky 
during the Russian Revolution in the Soviet 
Union, circa 1917.
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ANNIE HOLMQUIST

I
t continually amazes me to see the 
proliferation of good coming out of 
the COVID-19 pandemic, particularly 
regarding its effects on the education 
system and the students in it. Yes, the 

attempt to somehow transfer the tradition-
al classroom to an online environment was 
a disaster that left many students bored, 
but another story has emerged showing 
how a pandemic misfire turned into a pan-
demic blessing.

Caden Fritz is a Minnesota teen about 
to start the school year as a university 
freshman. But a couple years ago, when 
he was stuck at home during the pan-
demic, he was just another bored high 
school student, Minnesota Fox 9 reports. 
To counteract his boredom, Fritz started 
his own business, beginning with pres-
sure washing and moving on to custom 
deck building. He now manages Fritz 
Construction, a company that employs 
up to 50 people, many of whom are his 
high school classmates.

The construction company didn’t just 
cure his boredom; it also taught him some 
valuable life lessons, including navigating 
a lawsuit and building business credibility.

Fritz’s story seems remarkable in a time 
when many young people struggle with 
the basic elements of “adulting,” such as 
buying a car, landing a job, or even doing 
laundry. The fact is, his boredom drove 

If you really want something, you’re 
the only one who can make that hap-
pen. Think: What do I need to do to 
get this done?

I’ve enjoyed a life that has been enhanced 
by animals. My early passion was for horses. 
I started riding horses at age 9. My parents 
were supportive, driving me to the stables 
and paying for a weekly lesson. Soon I con-
vinced my parents to drop me off on Satur-
day mornings, where I would spend from 
about 7:30 a.m. until my father could pick 
me up, ranging from noon to 5 p.m.

I learned that if I helped others at the sta-
bles, people would allow me to ride their 
horses for free. As I became a solid rider by 
about 10 to 13 years old, I became the “horse 
sitter” who would give their horses atten-
tion, groom them, and ride them when their 
owners were out of town. I worked for free 
for the polo players to hot walk their horses 
at events, and soon I had three horses to 
keep in shape for these polo players. At the 
stables, I would spend time playing cards 
with other kids or reading if my “chores” 
were done. Looking back, my parents found 
a safe community at the stables and free 
child care.

My parents weren’t going to finance my 
own horse, but they eventually agreed 
that when I had a driver’s license and 
a job, I could buy my own horse. So at 
age 16, with my driver’s license and a 
job (working at my dad’s office at $1.10/
hour minimum wage), I set about saving 
money and figuring out where to find a 
horse; how to board this horse; and how 
to pay the other costs, such as the hoof 
care (ferrier) and health care (vet). Keep 
in mind that my parents didn’t guide me 
on this quest. Their attitude was that if 
it meant something to me personally, I 
would figure out how to get this done. I’ll 
also add that this process of self-determi-
nation and drive has been a key to many 
successes in my life.

I found a horse with the help of an old-
er girlfriend, Jeanne, who was herself an 
outstanding equestrian. The horse was a 

small, very fat 3-year-old Welsh pony/quar-
ter horse mix happily living in a farmer’s 
field with no prior training. We agreed that 
I could keep her at Jeanne’s farm in a field 
and that when she was ridable, this horse 
could earn her keep as a school horse. So 
my savings of $200 were exchanged for a 
black beautiful mare with attitude!

My challenges in training this horse are 
another story, but I can happily report 
that she was a dream to ride and smooth 
and beautiful to watch. I rode her down 
country roads and in horse shows, and 
she was a joy to others. When I went to col-
lege, she lived some time at the Blandford 
Nature Center (which rescues birds and 
offers educational programs for children) 
at their farm for children to pet and feed. I 
would go home on weekends and ride her. 
I learned so much about this wonderful 
rescue center—I even made friends with a 
great-horned owl (again another story). As 
I got older, I could afford to pay her horse 
bills, and she was back at a stable. After I 
married and had my first child, she was 

great with my first son. She never kicked 
or bit anyone, and she was especially care-
ful with children. I eventually gave her 
to a family with children, and I received 
Christmas cards from this horse until she 
died at about age 30!

In summary: My dream of having a horse 
taught me that I could make this happen. 
I’m still riding horses at age 66, and this 
sport has kept me in great physical shape. 
I learned how to take a goal, figure out 
what had to be done, and then complete 
all the necessary tasks to enjoy my ulti-
mate dream. Along this path, I met many 
friends and mentors who guided me and 
have given me daily reasons for enthusiasm 
and happiness in my life. Even today, my 
social life is enhanced by all my animals 
and owner friends.
—Dr. Laurene C. Mann 
Retired radiologist 
I’m currently sharing my farm with my 
husband, family, and friends which 
include five standard poodles, one cat, six 
chickens, and four horses.

Live Your Own Life!

What advice would you like to give to 
the younger generations? We call on all of 
our readers to share the timeless values that 
define right and wrong, and pass the torch, if 
you will, through your wisdom and hard-earned 
experience. We feel that the passing down of 
this wisdom has diminished over time, and that 
only with a strong moral foundation can future 
generations thrive.

Send your advice, along with your full 
name, state, and contact information 
to NextGeneration@epochtimes.com  
or mail it to: Next Generation, The Epoch Times,  
229 W. 28th St., Floor 7, New York, NY 10001

DEAR NEXT GENERATION

➜ Advice from our readers  
to our young people

Bored No More:  
What Escaping Government Schools Can Do for Our Kids

EDUCATION

him to do something great—and he may 
never have experienced that life-changing 
boredom had he remained in a traditional 
classroom.

“Well-schooled kids have a low threshold 
for boredom,” former New York teacher 
of the year John Taylor Gatto wrote in his 
essay, “Against School.”

They learn to be dependent on other indi-
viduals or objects, such as “the TV, the com-
puter, the cell phone,” according to Gatto. 
School also “trains children to obey reflex-
ively,” acting as “employees and consumers” 
rather than as “leaders and adventurers.”

Thus, pre-pandemic, when nearly 100 
percent of the U.S. student population sat 
in institutionalized school day after day, 
reading cookie-cutter textbooks and listen-
ing to their teachers drone on, it was easy 
to just go with the flow. When students 
got bored, they just raised a ruckus, and 
someone came along, calmed them, and 
spoon-fed them busywork or thrust an elec-
tronic device into their hands. But when 
the pandemic hit, the boredom crutches 
of traditional school were gone. If kids like 
Fritz wanted to escape boredom, they had 
to create a new world for themselves.

Fritz may be one of those kids with a 
little extra drive and ambition, but who 
knows? Without the pandemic forcing him 
out of the traditional school setting, he 
may have been just another body warm-
ing a seat, ready to do as he was told. How 
many more kids are like him, just waiting 

for something to push them out of their 
comfort zone? More to the point, how can 
we help more kids like Fritz to escape and 
thereby release their personal creativity, 
which will, in turn, foster the economic 
and creative growth of our country?

The first thing we must do, Gatto wrote, 
is “wake up to what our schools really are: 
laboratories of experimentation on young 
minds, drill centers for the habits and at-
titudes that corporate society demands.” 
Contrary to what many have believed for 
years, “mandatory education serves chil-
dren only incidentally; its real purpose is to 
turn them into servants.” Thankfully, the 
pandemic has alerted many parents to the 
soul-crushing elements of institutional-
ized education, and they’re now pursuing 
other options for their children.

Once parents have pulled their children 
out of the system, Gatto encourages them 
to help their children “develop an inner 
life so that they’ll never be bored.” This 
is done by “[urging] them to take on the 
serious material, the grown-up material, in 
history, literature, philosophy, music, art, 
economics, theology—all the stuff school-
teachers know well enough to avoid.” Thus, 
we should encourage our children to read 
books beyond their grade level, pursue 
what interests them, and even start busi-
nesses, such as Fritz did, so that they can 
experience the excitement and offerings 
that life holds for them.

Gatto also tells us that kids should be 
“[challenged] ... with plenty of solitude 
so that they can learn to enjoy their own 
company, to conduct inner dialogues.” 
In other words, they need time to think, 
dream, grapple with problems and ideas, 
and make big plans. But they can’t have 
that unless we stop filling their schedules 
with endless rounds of soccer, dance, sci-
ence club, and more.

Taking these steps results in young adults 
who are ahead of the game. Fritz is only 
one recent example; Gatto offers us several 
more from history:

“If David Farragut could take command of 
a captured British warship as a pre-teen, 
if Thomas Edison could publish a broad-
sheet at the age of twelve, if Ben Franklin 
could apprentice himself to a printer at 
the same age (then put himself through 
a course of study that would choke a Yale 
senior today), there’s no telling what your 
own kids could do.”

The pandemic handed us a golden op-
portunity to break our kids free from the 
bureaucratic educational system. Let’s 
embrace that opportunity and watch 
them take on responsibilities and tackle 
challenges we never dreamed they were 
capable of attempting.

This article was originally published on 
Intellectual Takeout.

Annie Holmquist is the editor of Intel-
lectual Takeout and the online editor of 
Chronicles Magazine, both projects of 
the Charlemagne Institute.

Once parents 
have pulled 
their children 
out of the sys-
tem, Gatto 
encourages 
them to help 
their chil-
dren ‘develop 
an inner life 
so that they’ll 
never be 
bored.’

Laurene C. Mann developed a passion  
for horses early on. 

My parents weren’t going 
to finance my own horse, 
but they eventually 
agreed that when I had a 
driver’s license and a job, I 
could buy my own horse. 
Dr. Laurene C. Mann
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COURTESY OF LAURENE C. MANN

We can 
encourage our 

children to read books 
beyond their grade 

level, and pursue 
their interests.

O
n July 30, 1956, President Dwight D. Eisenhower 
signed a law officially making, “In God We Trust” 
the motto of the United States. It was stipulated that 
the phrase be printed on all American currency. It 

had appeared on coins since the Civil War. It remains 
the nation’s motto today.

Just two years earlier, President Eisenhower 
advocated for the inclusion of the phrase “under God,” 
in the Pledge of Allegiance.

This 
Week in 
History 

WEDNESDAY, JULY 27, 2022

FOR KIDS ONLY
The sandy cat by the Farmer’s chair 
Mews at his knee for dainty fare; 
Old Rover in his moss-greened house 
Mumbles a bone, and barks at a mouse 
In the dewy fields the cattle lie 
Chewing the cud ‘neath a fading sky 
Dobbin at manger pulls his hay: 
Gone is another summer’s day.

The Eisenhower dollar 
obverse design used from 

1971 to 1978.

‘IN GOD WE TRUST’

LAURA INGALLS WILDER (1867–1957), AMERICAN WRITER 

Some old-fashioned things 
like fresh air and sunshine 

are hard to beat.

BY ITS BARK.

HOW CAN YOU 
TELL IF A TREE IS A 

DOGWOOD?

THE LONG LIFE OF THE ALBATROSS
By Aidan Danza
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START 

USE THE FOUR NUMBERS IN THE CORNERS, AND THE OPERANDS  
(+, - AND X) to build an equation to get the solution in the middle. There may be 
more than one “unique” solution but, there may also be “equivalent” solutions.  
For example: 6 + (7 X 3) +1 = 28 and 1+ (7 X 3) + 6 = 28

Medium puzzle 1

2
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18
14

+ − × ÷

18 + 11 − 13 − 2
18 − (13 − 11) × 2

Solution for Medium 1

Easy puzzle 1

3

4

8

8
35

+ − × ÷

Hard puzzle 1

1

19

22

25

+ − × ÷

(8 − 4) × 8 + 3

Solution For Easy 1 

22 + 19 + 1 − 25

Solution for Hard 1
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            or a bird, 
the albatross  
lives a very  
long life.  
The oldest recorded lifespan for 
an albatross is held by a Laysan 
albatross named Wisdom, who 
is estimated to be 70 to 71 
years old. She has outlived the 
biologist who first banded her in 
1956 (when she was estimated 
to be 5), yet continues to lay 
eggs and hatch chicks.

F An albatross is always an “only 
child” of the animal world. It 
never has a sibling. As an egg, it’s 
incubated by both its parents in 
long shifts over more than two 
months. When the chick hatches, 
it’s fed a diet of regurgitated squid 
oil and flying fish eggs. Fitting their 
long lives, young albatrosses are 
raised by their parents for 
almost six months before 
they leave their island 
colony. Then, they 
will wander the 
seas. This period 
of wandering in 
their adolescence 

can last anywhere from three to 10 
years, but they will always return to 
the colony in which they were born 
at some point. 

At that point, they will begin the 
process of finding a mate. Mate-
finding can take up to two years, 
at least for the Buller’s albatross. 
They will congregate in “gams,” 

which are the albatross 
equivalent of 

a party, in their first year ashore. 
In the next year ashore, the males 
will stake out their territories and 
stand there while females walk 
by and examine the male and his 
property. Finally, in their fourth 
year ashore, Buller’s albatrosses 
will form pairs. 

To cement their bond, all 
albatross species will 

dance, rub 

their bills, and preen each other; 
these rituals are common to all 
species. Then, they’ll hatch an egg, 
raise a chick, and go their separate 
ways at the end of the breeding 
season. They will reunite year after 
year, performing the same rituals 
and dances as they did in previous 
years, and staying in the same nest 

they kept in previous years. An 
albatross pairing only ends 

when one member 
dies, at which point 

the survivor may 
find a new mate, as 
Wisdom has done 
at least once.

Summer 
Evening

By Walter de la Mare

A portrait of  
Gen. Dwight D. 
Eisenhower in 

1945.
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