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CHINA’S ‘ZERO-COVID’ STRATEGY  
HAS BACKFIRED BADLY, ANALYST SAYS

A worker wearing a 
protective gear stands 
next to barriers during 
lockdown in Jing’an 
district, in Shanghai on 
March 31, 2022. 
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Falun Gong practitioners participate in a parade to commemorate the 23rd anniversary of the April 25th peaceful 
appeal of 10,000 Falun Gong practitioners in Beijing, in Flushing, N.Y., on April 23, 2022.

LARRY DYE/THE EPOCH TIMES

Respect for human 
rights is not an option, 
but a requirement in 
all areas, including 
in the challenging 
medical and ethical 
area of organ 
donation and 
transplantation.  
Josep Borrell, foreign policy 
chief, EU  

The email turned out 
to be the beginning 
of a multi-day effort 
on the part of the 
Chinese Embassy to 
influence Mexican 
authorities and 
theaters to ban Shen 
Yun from performing 
in the city.

Shen Yun presents 
what China would be 
like if communism 
didn’t exist.    
Carlos Guzman, member, 
Falun Dafa Association in 
Mexico

CCP INTERFERENCE

ORGAN HARVESTING

Chinese Embassy Pressures Local Officials  
to Block Shen Yun Performances in Mexico

EVA FU

New York-based performing arts 
company that’s on a mission 
to revive traditional Chinese 
culture on the world stage has 
continued to find itself the 

target of Beijing’s extensive interference 
campaign.

Beginning with its inception in 2006, 
Shen Yun Performing Arts has been con-
fronted by ploys arranged by the Chinese 
Communist Party (CCP) that range from 
applying diplomatic pressure on host 
theaters and governments to running 
state media-backed ad campaigns de-
signed to thwart or sabotage Shen Yun’s 
annual world tour.

This time, with Shen Yun’s performance 
seeking to depict “China before commu-
nism,” the CCP’s sabotage activities have 

The persecution of the spiritual group, 
lasting more than two decades, has been 
depicted in segments of Shen Yun’s pro-
ductions over the years.

In the email, Zhao asked if the Chi-
nese Embassy could send a “note” to the 
city government, through email or other 
means, to explain “what Falun Dafa and 
the Shen Yun tour are.”

“We request the Local Government of 
Querétaro to take the necessary mea-
sures to prohibit the ‘Shen Yun’ events 
to avoid the Mexican people being de-
ceived and taken advantage of,” Zhao 
said. “It would be a great pleasure and 
honor” to be connected on WhatsApp 
with “competent persons so it can be 
communicated well.”

After receiving the letter, city officials 
contacted the local presenters of Shen 
Yun to hear their side of the story.

Leveraging China–Mexico Relations
The email turned out to be the start of a 
multi-day effort on the part of the Chi-
nese Embassy to influence Mexican of-
ficials and theater owners.

The next day, the Chinese Embassy fol-
lowed up with a six-page letter to the city, 
in Chinese and Spanish, titled “note to 
Querétaro,” seeking a ban on Shen Yun 
performing in the city.

Shen Yun was slated for two perfor-
mances at Querétaro’s Teatro Metropoli-
tano on May 10 and May 11, marking the 
fourth time the company would have 
performed at the venue after a pandemic 
year pause. The company this year was 
invited by the city’s mayor, who had at-
tended the 2019 show.

The two performances were on track 
for sellout crowds, according to the local 
organizers.

“People in Querétaro love Shen Yun,” 
Carlos Guzman, a member of the Falun 
Dafa Association in Mexico, the local 
Shen Yun presenter, told The Epoch 
Times.

followed the company to Mexico, where 
two weeks of performances in five cities 
were scheduled to kick off on May 10.

Chinese Embassy officials have con-
tacted Mexican officials through letters, 
emails, phone calls, or social media mes-
sages in at least three cities, according 
to documents and details shared with 
The Epoch Times.

An Email Request
After initially making contact on Insta-
gram with the mayor’s office of the cen-
tral Mexican city of Santiago de Queré-
taro, the Chinese Embassy in Mexico 
sent a round of emails and letters in an 
attempt to pile on the pressure.

“Falun Dafa Association Mexico ... 
will organize a tour of ‘Shen Yun’ in the 
Teatro Metropolitano in Querétaro on 
May 10th and 11th of this year, an event 

the Chinese Party firmly opposes,” Zhao 
Heng, an embassy attaché, wrote in a 
May 4 email to the agenda coordinator 
for the Querétaro government, Alma Iza-
guirre, a copy of which was obtained by 
The Epoch Times.

Falun Gong, or Falun Dafa, is a spiri-
tual practice originating in China in the 
1990s, composed of meditative exercises 
and moral teachings based on the prin-
ciples of truthfulness, compassion, and 
tolerance. It was immensely popular at 
the time, until the Chinese regime, per-
ceiving the practice’s vast following as 
a threat, moved to systematically root 
out the faith by launching a sweeping 
persecution against its adherents. Mil-
lions of adherents have been detained 
by the regime in facilities where they’re 
subjected to slave labor, torture, brain-
washing, and forced organ harvesting.

“A large percentage of people” who 
bought tickets to Shen Yun’s 2020 show, 
which was ultimately canceled due to 
the pandemic, kept their tickets instead 
of seeking refunds, with the expecta-
tion of seeing the performance when the 
company returned, he said.

Attaching a schedule of the perfor-
mances, the embassy said that the “Chi-
nese side is gravely concerned” that the 
event is taking place, according to a copy 
of the May 5 letter obtained by The Epoch 
Times.

Some segments of the show “attack the 
Chinese government,” claims the letter, 
which bears the red seal of the embassy. 
The Chinese Embassy reminded Queré-
taro officials of the 50 years of diplomatic 
relations between Mexico and China, 
asserting that allowing the Shen Yun 
performances would undermine such 
a friendship.

“The Chinese Embassy in Mexico ear-
nestly requests the Querétaro govern-
ment to take necessary steps to ban Shen 
Yun from being hosted in the city and 
remind Querétaro officials of all levels, 
council members, scholars, and report-
ers to keep their distance,” the letter 
reads.

Standing Its Ground
While the Chinese Embassy didn’t spec-
ify which particular segments drew its 
ire, Guzman believes it has something 
to do with Falun Gong’s values.

“Falun Dafa promotes three impor-
tant pillars: truth, compassion, and tol-
erance, but it seems that the Chinese 
consulate and the Chinese Embassy are 
on the other side,” he said. “While Falun 
Dafa promotes truth, they promote lies.”

The Chinese regime’s pressure is oc-
curring as its practice of forced organ 
harvesting, one of the CCP’s worst abus-
es against Falun Gong adherents, is at-
tracting growing scrutiny in Europe.

The European Parliament on May 5 
adopted a resolution to mark “serious 
concern about reports of persistent, 
systematic, inhumane and state-sanc-
tioned organ harvesting from prisoners 
in China, and more specifically from 
Falun Gong practitioners.”

Josep Borrell, the European Union’s 

top diplomat, said in prepared remarks 
on May 4 that the EU “condemns in the 
strongest possible terms the criminal, 
inhumane and unethical practice of 
forced organ harvesting.”

The Chinese officials’ interference 
didn’t stop in Querétaro, as the Shen 
Yun presenters soon found out. After 
hearing about the Querétaro episode, 
Maru Ruano, a spokesperson for the 
Falun Dafa Association in Mexico who 
is overseeing Shen Yun’s Mexico City 
tour, quickly made a call to the Audito-
rio Nacional, the venue where Shen Yun 
is slated to perform beginning on May 
13. The theater told her the embassy had 
called them two weeks ago to have the 
show canceled.

The theater refused outright, telling the 
embassy they were going to “continue 
with the shows as they had been sched-
uled from the beginning,” according to 
Ruano.

They said “the auditorium always has 
the doors open for this type of show,” 
Ruano told The Epoch Times.

Audiences at the auditorium voted 
Shen Yun as one of the best live perfor-
mances presented in Mexico in 2018 and 
2019.

“When I asked them why they hadn’t 
told me, they told me I had nothing to 
worry about because ‘this is resolved. 
The auditorium has a firm position to 
continue with the show as we have in 
previous years,’” Ruano said.

The mayor of San Luis Potosi also re-
ceived an email from the Chinese Em-
bassy asking the city not to promote 
scheduled performances on May 17 and 
May 18, according to the local presenter.

The secret to Shen Yun’s success in spite 
of Beijing’s persistent pressure lies in the 
message it brings to people, according 
to Guzman.

“Shen Yun presents what China would 
be like if communism didn’t exist and 
presents a show where they show you 
... all the culture that was literally an-
nihilated by the Chinese Communist 
Party,” he said.

Ruano believes the Chinese sabotage 
activities won’t succeed in Mexico.

“We are a free country, and we have 
freedom of expression,” she said.

‘Criminal, Inhumane 
and Unethical’: 
EU Passes Resolution Condemning 
Chinese Regime’s Forced  
Organ Harvesting

EVA FU

The European Parliament has adopted a 
resolution voicing “serious concerns” about 
the Chinese regime’s ongoing forced organ 
harvesting, while calling on its member 
states to publicly condemn the abuse.

“Parliament expresses serious concern 
about reports of persistent, systematic, 
inhumane and state-sanctioned organ 
harvesting from prisoners in China, and 
more specifically from Falun Gong prac-
titioners,” reads a statement dated May 5 

following the adoption of the text.
The Parliament members “consider that 

the practice of organ harvesting from living 
prisoners on death row and prisoners of 
conscience in China may amount to crimes 
against humanity,” it reads.

A 2019 independent panel, called the 
China Tribunal, found that the Chinese 
regime had for years been killing prisoners 
of conscience for their organs for transplant 
on a substantial scale, a practice that’s still 
going on. It concluded that such actions 
amounted to crimes against humanity and 
that the main victims were detained Falun 
Gong practitioners.

Falun Gong is a spiritual practice con-
sisting of meditative exercises and mor-
al teachings based on the principles of 
truthfulness, compassion, and tolerance. 
In 1999, adherents became the target of a 
sweeping persecution campaign by Bei-
jing after the practice’s vast popularity was 
perceived as a threat to the communist 
regime’s authoritarian control on society. 
Millions of detained Falun Gong practitio-
ners around the country were essentially 
turned into a large involuntary organ bank 
for the Chinese regime’s hungry organ 

transplant system.
Since reports of forced organ harvesting 

first emerged in the mid-2000s, the Chinese 
regime has repeatedly denied the allega-
tions but has also refused outside access to 
medical and detention facilities to verify 
its claims.

The EU resolution noted that the regime 
refused to testify before the China Tribu-
nal.

The resolution further denounced the 
lack of independent oversight on whether 
detainees had given consent to organ dona-
tion, and the Chinese authorities’ silence 
on reports that families were being pre-
vented from claiming the bodies of loved 
ones who died in detention.

The four-page resolution, adopted by a 
show of hands on May 5, was the first public 
statement from the European Union on 
the issue since 2013, when the European 
Parliament first put Beijing on notice that 
the practice of forced organ harvesting was 
unacceptable.

Besides condemning the abuse in public, 
the resolution said, the EU and its member 
states should raise the organ harvesting 
issue “at every Human Rights Dialogue,” 

raise the issue in engaging with partners, 
and take necessary actions to prevent their 
citizens from participating in transplant 
tourism to China. Relevant institutions, it 
said, should reconsider their collaboration 
with Chinese counterparts on transplant 
medicine, research, and training.

The passage of the resolution came three 
days ahead of U.N. High Commissioner for 
Human Rights Michelle Bachelet’s planned 
trip to China, and the European Parlia-
ment in the resolution urged the human 
rights body to investigate the issue during 
the visit.

EU’s top foreign policy official Josep 
Borrell a day earlier highlighted the is-
sue during a parliamentary debate, say-
ing the 27-member bloc “condemns in the 
strongest possible terms the criminal, in-
humane and unethical practice of forced 
organ harvesting.”

“Respect for human rights is not an op-
tion, but a requirement in all areas, includ-
ing in the challenging medical and ethical 
area of organ donation and transplanta-
tion,” he said in prepared remarks deliv-
ered by Jutta Urpilainen, commissioner for 
international partnerships, on his behalf.

EU Foreign Policy Chief 
Josep Borrell delivers a 
speech on the situation in 
Afghanistan during a plenary 
session at the European 
Parliament in Strasbourg, 
France, on Sept. 14, 2021.

JULIEN WARNAND/POOL VIA REUTERS

Two Chinese police officers arrest a Falun Gong practitioner in Tiananmen Square in Beijing on Jan. 10, 2000.

CHIEN-MIN CHUNG/AP PHOTO

The audience at Shen Yun Performing Arts touring company’s curtain call at Auditorio Nacional in Mexico City on April 6, 2019.
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A child distributes 
information about Falun 
Gong as thousands of 
practitioners from all 
over the world march in a 
parade along 42nd Street 
in New York for World 
Falun Dafa Day on May 12, 
2017.
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Feng Zijian (C), deputy 
director general of the 
Chinese Center for 
Disease Control and 
Prevention, answers 
a question during the 
press conference of the 
Joint Prevention and 
Control Mechanism 
of the State Council 
in Beijing on July 31, 
2021.

JADE GAO/AFP VIA GETTY IMAGES

Some of those 
dead in Shanghai 
weren’t killed by 
the virus, but rather 
by being denied 
medical care for their 
underlying illnesses. 
For instance, a 
nurse died from 
asthma after being 
denied treatment 
at the hospital she 
worked in. A senior 
woman died waiting 
for her COVID-19 
test results since a 
negative test was 
a requirement for 
admission to the 
emergency ward.

PANDEMIC HANDLING

Top Chinese Officials 
Offered to Brief US 
Officials on COVID-19 
in Closed-Door Meeting, 
Emails Reveal

FRANK FANG & DAVID ZHANG

T
he Chinese Communist Party’s 
continued insistence on its 
“zero-COVID” strategy to tackle 
local outbreaks isn’t so much 
about science, but rather the 

choice of its top leader Xi Jinping, who 
ties the success of the strategy to his own 
greatness, according to Jeffrey A. Tucker, 
president of Texas-based think tank the 
Brownstone Institute.

“Xi Jinping made a profound error in be-
lieving that his prowess and the personal-
ity cult that surrounds him was capable 
of taking on the greatest challenge in the 
history of humanity,” Tucker recently told 
EpochTV’s “China Insider” program.

On Jan. 23, 2020, Xi put Wuhan, a city 
of 11 million people where initial infec-
tion cases were reported, under a harsh 
lockdown. Tucker said the initial positive 
reactions from around the world to the 
Wuhan lockdown had gotten to Xi’s head, 
possibly making him “flush with pride” 
about his achievement in apparently pre-
venting the spread of COVID-19. 

The lockdown in Wuhan would eventu-
ally last 76 days, during which residents 
were sealed inside their homes, many 
infected individuals were forcibly sent 
to makeshift quarantine hospitals, and 
nonessential businesses were shut down. 
These measures would eventually make 
up the core of the regime’s zero-COVID 
strategy.

Tucker pointed to how the World Health 
Organization (WHO) was singing praises 
to China early on. A week after the Wuhan 
lockdown began, the WHO’s chief, Tedros 
Ghebreyesus, lauded China for “setting 
a new standard for outbreak response.”

More praise from the world health body 
would come on Feb. 28, 2020. That day, 
the WHO released a report applauding 
China for having taken a “bold approach” 
to containing the spread of the virus and 
“having played a significant role in pro-
tecting the global community.”

By early April 2020, lockdown measures 
were in place in more than 90 countries, 
affecting more than 3.9 billion people, 
with Italy being the first country out-
side of China to impose a nationwide 
lockdown.

“So now, he [Xi] bet everything, his po-
litical future, the status and credibility of 
the CCP, the entire China model of gov-
ernance and economics and culture and 
technology, everything on this one claim, 
that ‘we’re using the right strategies and 
right kinds of science,’” Tucker said.

“And I think that’s what accounts for 
what’s going on in Shanghai today.”

A Discredited Strategy
Shanghai, a city of 25 million people, has 
been under lockdown since early April. 
Many residents in the city have voiced 
complaints about the measures, which 
have included excessive testing for CO-
VID-19, shortages of food and medicine, 
forced separation of infected children 
from their parents, poor conditions at 
quarantine centers, and rough treatment 
at the hands of local pandemic control 
officers.

Some of those dead in Shanghai weren’t 
killed by the virus, but rather by being 
denied medical care for their underly-
ing illnesses. For instance, a nurse died 
from asthma after being denied treatment 
at the hospital she worked in. A senior 
woman died waiting for her COVID-19 

EVA FU & ZACHARY STIEBER

Top Chinese health officials offered to brief 
U.S. counterparts on the “new coronavi-
rus in Wuhan” in a closed-door meeting 
in early 2020, newly obtained emails show.

As health officials in the United States 
and around the world were scrambling 
to respond to the emerging COVID-19 
outbreak from China, Lance Rodewald, 
a senior adviser to the Chinese Center for 
Disease Control and Prevention (China 
CDC), floated an offer to have an “in-
formal discussion” regarding the new 
illness.

“I’m writing to explore whether you may 
be interested in an informal presenta-
tion/briefing/discussion about the novel 
coronavirus by Dr. Feng Zijian at a side 
meeting around the time of the February 
ACIP meeting,” he said in an email dated 
Jan. 23, 2020, sent to eight U.S. Center for 
Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) 
officials.

ACIP is a panel of health experts that ad-
vises the CDC on vaccine recommenda-
tions. The panel typically meets at the CDC 
headquarters in Atlanta, Georgia.

The same day Rodewald made the offer, 
the Chinese city of Wuhan, where the CCP 
(Chinese Communist Party) virus  first 
originated, entered into a full lockdown. 
The virus had been spreading in the city 
and around the world undetected as the 
Chinese regime suppressed crucial infor-
mation about the outbreak and delayed 
acknowledging for weeks that the virus 
could transmit among humans.

The regime was also stonewalling re-
peated U.S. requests to send experts into 
China and get on-the-ground data.

Feng was the deputy director for the Chi-
nese CDC at the time. He and Ma Chao, an 
official with China CDC’s National Immu-
nization Program, were preparing to visit 
Atlanta for another conference, Rodewald 
told CDC officials in the email.

“I think that most of you know Dr. Feng 
Zijian,” he wrote, describing Feng as the ar-
chitect of China’s National Immunization 
Advisory Committee. Feng “has visited US 
CDC many times, including for 6 months 
during the H1N1 influenza pandemic and 
in 2016 during an ACIP meeting,” he said.

Feng was leading China’s investigation 
into and response to the Wuhan virus, 
Rodewald said. “As such, he knows pretty-
much everything about the investigation 
and response, including the virology, epi-
demiology, clinical spectrum, and mitiga-
tion measures being taken over here.”

Because of Feng’s responsibilities, Rode-
wald cast doubt on Feng’s ability to make 
it to the United States, but wanted to gauge 
whether U.S. officials were interested in 
meeting him if he did. Ma, he indicated, 
was more likely to go.

The offer elicited a warm welcome from 
Anne Schuchat, then the principal deputy 
director of the CDC.

“If they visit we are delighted to meet on 
the sidelines of acip,” she wrote back hours 
later. “Together we can figure out who will 
be able to meet. Of course I remember Feng 
Zinjian well.”

Rodewald in reply said it was “great news” 
to see the “interest and willingness for Feng 

Zijian to meet at CDC.”
“Many, many thanks,” he wrote in the 

email closing.
The emails were obtained by The Epoch 

Times through a Freedom of Information 
Act request.

It’s unclear whether Chinese officials 
ended up meeting with CDC officials, 
though Ma did ultimately travel to the 
United States.

Minutes from a Global NITAG Network 
(GNN) meeting that took place on Feb. 24 
and Feb. 25 in 2020 show Ma presented 
during the meeting on off-label vaccina-
tions in China.

Feng’s name didn’t appear.
During the ACIP meeting one day later, 

Dr. Amanda Cohn, one of the CDC officials 
on the emails, said that the CDC had hosted 
the GNN meeting.

“Those meeting attendees will be coming 
in and out and watching the meeting, both 
in another space as well as in the room,” 
Cohn said.

Neither Ma nor Feng appeared during the 
ACIP meeting, the last to be held in person 
since the pandemic started.

The CDC, Cohn, and other top CDC officials 
did not respond to requests for comment.

Queries sent to the Chinese scientists 
bounced back.

Chinese media did not report on the GNN 
or the ACIP meetings.

Additional Freedom of Information Act 
requests have been lodged seeking to con-
firm whether any Chinese scientists met 
with U.S. officials before, during, or after 
the ACIP meeting.

Two ACIP members, Dr. Kevin Ault and 
Dr. Pablo Sanchez, told The Epoch Times 
they did not recall speaking with Chi-
nese scientists in Atlanta. A third, Arkan-
sas Health Secretary Jose Romero, said 
through a spokesperson that he “did not 
meet with the Chinese scientists.”

Paul Mango, a former Department of 
Health and Human Services (HHS) offi-
cial, suggested the Chinese officials might 
have initiated the offer out of individual 
goodwill.

“There were some Chinese scientists who 
wanted to collaborate, yet were perhaps 
discouraged from doing so by their govern-
ment,” he told The Epoch Times.

HHS is the CDC’s parent agency.
A number of Chinese doctors were pun-

ished by regime authorities in the early 
days of the pandemic when they tried to 
warn the public about the virus. A Shang-
hai lab that published the world’s first CO-
VID-19 virus sequence was shut down the 
same day.

Chinese media reports show that Rode-
wald, of China’s CDC, appeared to be an 
admirer of China’s COVID-19 response.

In a government-sponsored forum in 
Shanghai in October 2020, he was asked 
about China’s shortcomings in scientific 
research in pandemic response efforts.

“You asked the wrong person,” he said 
while laughing, according to Chinese me-
dia reports. “I really respect the measures 
China has taken in fighting the outbreak. 
I’m just a witness.” He added that other 
countries should learn from how China 
traced and isolated close contacts of the 
infected.

test results since a negative test was a 
requirement for admission to the emer-
gency ward.

Lockdowns and other harsh quaran-
tine measures have now been largely 
abandoned by Western governments, as 
countries seek to coexist with the virus. 
By contrast, the Chinese regime has re-
fused to move away from the strategy, de-
spite its heavy economic toll and mount-
ing public anger.

“Zero-COVID strategy has been dis-
credited,” Tucker said. “The world discov-
ered that China was wrong two years ago, 
that it didn’t actually get rid of the virus, 
the virus is spread all over the world.”

But being proven wrong didn’t sit well 
with Xi, Tucker said.

“Xi Jinping believes this is an insult or a 
challenge to his greatness,” he said. “If I’m 
right about this, this could be a very seri-
ous threat to political stability in China.”

Political stability is critically important 
to Xi now, perhaps more important than 
at any other time after he took the helm 
of the CCP in 2012, because the Chinese 
leader is seeking an unprecedented third 
term in office, a decision to be made dur-
ing a major political conclave in late 2022.

Fundamentally, Tucker said China’s 
zero-COVID playbook was never meant 
to be a success.

“The China model of disease manage-
ment is an eradicationist agenda. It’s not 
to slow the spread. It’s not to reduce in-
fections. It’s not to preserve hospital ca-
pacity. It is to get rid of the virus. That is 
impossible, it will never happen.”

In January, John Hopkins University 
published a meta-analysis of several stud-
ies, concluding that lockdowns were inef-
fective against COVID-19.

“While this meta-analysis concludes 
that lockdowns have had little to no pub-
lic health effects, they have imposed enor-
mous economic and social costs where 

China’s Extreme COVID-19 
Lockdown Policy Was a  

‘Catastrophic Error’: 
Think Tank President

COVID-19 IN CHINA

Lockdowns and other harsh 
quarantine measures have 
now been largely abandoned 
by Western governments, as 
countries seek to coexist with 
the virus.

JADE GAO/AFP VIA GETTY IMAGES

they have been adopted. In consequence, 
lockdown policies are ill-founded and 
should be rejected as a pandemic policy 
instrument,” the report stated.

“We find little to no evidence that man-
dated lockdowns in Europe and the United 
States had a noticeable effect on COVID-19 
mortality rates.”

Impacts
Tucker said that lockdowns, by nature, 
aren’t good, for they impinge upon human 
rights, liberties, property rights, and the 
freedom to exchange.

His concern was recently shared by Wang 
Yaqiu, senior China researcher at New York-
based Human Rights Watch. She criticized 
the regime for its lockdown measures in 
Shanghai, saying that “denying people’s 
human rights in the name of addressing 
the new spike in COVID cases is counter-
productive.”

Lockdowns also exact a large economic 
toll, Tucker said, adding that not a single 
economy in the world is “resilient enough 
to withstand lockdowns.” The economic 
downturn in China resulting from its zero-
COVID policies will also have a negative 
impact outside its borders, he added.

“This is devastating, not just for China, 
but for the whole world, really, it’s going to 
be a real problem for Americans,” he said. 
“We’re going to be experiencing that as 
we go into the November elections, more 
goods shortages, food shortages, challenges 
in every area of economic life.”

China’s manufacturing activity last 
month, measured by the country’s official 
manufacturing Purchasing Managers’ In-
dex (PMI), slumped to its lowest level since 
February 2020. Its PMI stood at 47.4 in April, 
below the 50-point mark dividing expan-
sion from contraction.

Mike Pompeo, former secretary of state 
under the Trump administration, sound-
ed a similar warning to Americans in an 
opinion article published by Fox News on 
May 4. He said the American people and 
the U.S. economy will feel the effects of 
lockdown in Shanghai “for months,” since 
the city is home to the world’s busiest con-
tainer port.

“A backlog of cargo ships at the city’s ports 
will drive inflation to ever-higher levels, 
hurting the American working and middle 
class especially,” Pompeo said.

With the Chinese regime continuing to 
see lockdowns as the best way to tackle 
outbreaks, Tucker questioned whether Bei-
jing is headed for instability, knowing that 
“authoritarian regimes are never as stable 
and invulnerable as they appear.”

“I think a lot comes down to whether and 
to what extent the political establishment 
in China can admit that it’s made a cata-
strophic error, and somehow change and 
turn the corner,” he said. “Is that possible? 
I don’t know.”

Workers in protective suits 
keep watch on a street 
during a lockdown amid 
the COVID-19 pandemic 
in Shanghai on April 16, 
2022. 

REUTERS/ALY SONG

Chinese leader Xi Jinping delivers a speech via 
video link to the opening ceremony of the Bo’ao 
Forum for Asia in southern China’s Hainan 
Province on April 21, 2022. 

HUANG JINGWEN/XINHUA VIA AP

A health worker takes 
a swab sample from a 
woman to be tested for 
COVID-19 at a makeshift 
testing site in Beijing on 
April 27, 2022. 
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Chinese leader Xi Jinping listens during a press conference with the French President after their 
meeting at the Elysee Palace in Paris on March 25, 2019.
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The United 
States lost as 
many as a million 
manufacturing jobs 
over the past decade 
as a result of trade 
with China. Clearly, 
that has hit the 
industrial Midwest 
the hardest.   
Stephen Ezell, vice president 
of global innovation policy, 
Information Technology and 
Innovation Foundation

MIDTERM ELECTIONS

ANALYSIS

Tough-On-China Stances May Prove 
Critical for Midterm Candidates: Analysts
MICHAEL WASHBURN

U.S. relations with China are an issue 
that increasingly commands the atten-
tion of voters, who are likely to cast their 
ballots in the November midterm elec-
tions largely on the basis of which can-
didates are toughest on China, experts 
say. But the same experts do not always 
agree as to whether jobs and trade, or 
national security, is the most important 
piece of the U.S.-China puzzle.

“In general, I think China will be kind 
of like background music throughout 
the entire campaign coming up in the 
fall. It has been before and will be again. 
Certainly this year, with Republicans up 
in the polls and being identified with the 
Trumpian attitude toward China, we’re 
going to see a need for every candidate 
to set himself or herself up as tough on 
China,” said Douglas H. Paal, a distin-
guished fellow of the Asia Program at the 
Carnegie Endowment for International 
Peace in Washington.

The question of China’s importance 
in the November midterms was the 
subject of a Wall Street Journal article 
on May 2 which compared the number 
of times that leading Democratic and 
Republican candidates in some of the 
most closely primary contests—those 
in Ohio and Pennsylvania—have made 
reference to China in their campaign 
ads. Leading the pack is Trump-backed 
Mehmet Oz, who has enjoyed a modest 
lead in polls against former hedge fund 
CEO David McCormick as they compete 
for the nomination to run for the Senate 
seat currently held by Pennsylvania Sen. 
Pat Toomey, who is retiring. The primary 
election will take place on May 17.

As of May 2, Oz had mentioned China 
8,351 times in his ads, significantly more 
than the next-highest candidate ranked 
in this category, Tim Ryan of Ohio, who 
had made reference to China 3,417 times, 
the Journal reported.

Oz has mentioned China more than 
three times as often as his rival McCor-
mick, who has mentioned China 2,580 
times.

As Oz’s thin lead in the polls indicates, 
endorsement by Trump is not, by itself, 
a guarantee of overwhelming support 
from Republican voters, and the extent of 
Trump’s continuing influence within the 
party is the subject of some controversy. 
Candidates who want an edge with the 
voting public in the primaries and the 
midterms need to make clear that they 
are well attuned to the issue—China’s 
role in the world—that preoccupies mil-
lions of voters and especially those in 
middle American states hit hard by over-
seas competition, experts say.

The Foreign Policy Challenge
The message of many candidates may 
focus heavily on economic and trade 
issues. But for some observers, the eco-
nomic populism of candidates catering 
to voters who have lost jobs or fear los-
ing jobs to overseas competition may be 
missing the point, given the extremely 
serious foreign policy and national se-
curity concerns of an Asia-Pacific region 
where Beijing’s expansionist aims stir 
continual uncertainty.

Although taking a firm stand on China 
may be a tendency often associated with 
the Trump wing of the GOP, that does not 
mean that activism around the issue will 
be mostly limited to the Republican side.

President Joe Biden plans to visit Asia 
from May 20 to 24, and in preparation for 
the trip, he is likely to make a case that 
Democrats are tough on China issues, 
said Paal.

Lawmakers on both sides of the aisle, 
such as Rep. Steve Chabot (R-Ohio) and 
Rep. Ami Bera (D-Calif.), have cau-
tioned strongly against complacency 
in a world where Vladimir Putin’s inva-
sion of Ukraine may have emboldened 
other aggressors and the United States 
remains heavily dependent on China for 
rare earth minerals such as cobalt and 
lithium.

The self-governed island of Taiwan, 
which Beijing has repeatedly threatened 
to unite with mainland China, by force if 
necessary, does not really have a broad 
choice when it comes to political leaders 
in the United States, he said.

“History dealt Taiwan a tough hand. 
They will always do their best to coop-
erate with the prevailing administra-
tion of either party in Washington,” Paal 
observed.

But Paal said he does not consider an 
invasion of Taiwan to be likely to happen 
tomorrow, what with the 20th Congress 
of the Chinese Communist Party (CCP) 
coming up in the fall and the manifold 
preparations this much-anticipated 
event requires. Nor does Paal believe 
that Beijing is yet in a position to try to 
use nuclear blackmail to advance its ter-
ritorial aims.

“They’re building [armaments] like 
crazy to put themselves in a more equal 
position, but they’re not there yet, they’re 
still constructing. They’re not being pre-
sented with opportunities too good to 
resist right now,” Paal said.

Nor can Beijing afford to ignore the 
steep consequences of the massive sanc-
tions levied against Moscow, its banks, 
and its oligarchs in the wake of Russian 
leader Vladimir Putin’s Feb. 24 invasion.

“China has to look at their own poten-
tial shortcoming, and they have to look 
at the consequences of economic sanc-
tions. There are lots of reasons why, in my 
view, Beijing ought to be more reluctant to 
think about using military force against 
Taiwan after the invasion of Ukraine than 
they were before,” Paal said.

But the long-term threat remains. In 
this scenario, opportunities exist for 
those politicians and candidates who 
can make a point of promoting strate-
gies to lessen U.S. dependence on China, 
such as in raw earth minerals.

“Research and development are lead-
ing to new substitutes so we don’t have 
to have the kind of dependency on the 
things we’re getting from China” that has 
long characterized the trade relation-
ship, Paal said. It is possible to develop 
alternate sources, following the example 
of Japanese manufacturers who are striv-
ing to find new ways to source the raw 
materials for microelectronics and cell 
phones, he continued.

The Trade Wars
Other experts acknowledge the impor-
tance of Taiwan and other foreign pol-
icy concerns but affirm the wisdom of 

candidates focusing on trade and jobs 
and tailoring their campaign strategies 
accordingly, especially in the hard-hit 
rustbelt states.

“Clearly, being tough on China is likely 
to be a litmus test in elections across the 
country, particularly on the Republican 
side. We are at a point in time when the 
Republican Party, in particular, and 
most national security professionals in 
the U.S. view China as a strategic com-
petitor, and anyone who appears not to 
sufficiently share that concern is going 
to be questioned,” said Clete Willems, 
a partner at the law firm Akin Gump 
and Special Assistant to the President 
for International Trade, Investment, and 
Development during the Trump admin-
istration.

The paramountcy of the trade issue is 
not going away, in Willems’s view. While 
some people in Washington, including 
former Trump officials, view any modifi-
cation of the tariffs that Trump imposed 
on China as a betrayal of that president’s 
legacy, Willems believes it is imperative 
to look at how those tariffs have played 
out over the last few years. Trump-era 
tariffs remain in place on more than 
$300 billion of Chinese goods.  Some 
may have hurt China but others have 
hurt U.S. competitiveness, he argued. 
Candidates in the midterms cannot af-
ford to ignore this reality.

“You have to modify the tariffs, and 
not modifying them is not going to be an 
effective China strategy. Let’s be smart 
about how we’re tough on China,” Wil-
lems said.

Willems said that addressing abusive 
Chinese practices, and in particular 
Beijing’s failure to adhere to the “phase 
one” trade deal that is part of Trump’s 
legacy, will be a top campaign issue for 
Republicans. He expressed doubt that 
Democrats will be able to capitalize as 
successfully on this issue.

“I think President Biden and the Demo-
crats have huge headwinds due to infla-
tion, mismanagement of the economy, 
and foreign policy problems, including 
in Afghanistan. I think they’ve failed to 
deliver on much of their agenda, and 
that’s the bigger issue,” he said.

Stephen Ezell, Vice President of Global 
Innovation Policy at the Information 
Technology and Innovation Foundation, 
a Washington-based think tank, said it 
makes sense that many campaigners 
have focused to such an extent on China.

“The United States lost as many as a 
million manufacturing jobs over the past 
decade as a result of trade with China. 
Clearly, that has hit the industrial Mid-
west the hardest. Those issues are going 
to find a more receptive audience there,” 
he said.

Ezell differs slightly from other experts 
as to which specific China topic will be 
of primary concern to voters this elec-
tion season.

“When it comes to China as an issue, 
it’s going to have a lot more salience 
from an economic than a national se-
curity perspective,” he said. “This could 
change, obviously, if something were to 
happen in Taiwan.”

China Unveils Global 
Security Initiative: A Move 
Toward CCP-Led Globalism
ANTONIO GRACEFFO

At the Boao Forum last 
month, Chinese leader Xi 
Jinping blamed America 
for war and the global 
economy’s state, without 

actually naming the United 
States, while unveiling the “Global Security 
Initiative.” This is another vague plan for 
Beijing’s global expansion.

The Boao Forum for Asia (BFA) is an 
annual Chinese-led forum of 28 countries 
modeled on the World Economic Forum 
held in Davos, Switzerland. The BFA is 
named after Bo’ao, a town in China’s 
Hainan Province, where it has permanent 
residence despite its headquarters operat-
ing in Beijing.

This year’s Boao Forum, which ran from 
April 20 to April 22, was titled “The World 
in COVID-19 and Beyond: Working To-
gether for Global Development and Shared 
Future.”

Xi talked about cooperation, integra-
tion, trade, and economics in his opening 
speech at the forum. This type of language 
is a veiled attack on the United States, 
which the Chinese Communist Party (CCP) 
portrays as isolationist and protectionist 
even though Chinese tariffs on U.S. imports 
are higher than U.S. tariffs on Chinese 
imports. Furthermore, China has virtually 
unrestricted investment and market access 
in the United States, whereas Chinese mar-
kets are heavily restricted.

The Regional Comprehensive Eco-
nomic Partnership (RCEP), a multilateral 
free-trade agreement that China strongly 
supported and the United States withdrew 
from, also convened this year, and many of 
the member countries were in attendance. 
This worked well for the CCP’s framing of 
the United States as a protectionist state 
despite the number of bilateral trade agree-
ments America already has with RCEP 
members.

Along with blaming the United States for 
impeding world trade, the CCP criticizes 
the U.S. Federal Reserve (the Fed) and the 
European Central Bank for raising interest 
rates. In fact, one of the BFA sessions was 
called “Global Inflation, Interest Rate Hikes 
and Economic Stability.”

In March, the United States was facing 
8.5 percent inflation while Europe was 
experiencing a record inflation rate of 7.5 
percent. The European Central Bank and 
the U.S. Fed have been raising interest rates 
to combat this inflation. Meanwhile, China 
is expected to cut interest rates to compen-
sate for the negative impact of continued 
COVID lockdowns in major cities and com-
mercial centers.

Beijing has been critical of Washington for 
hiking rates, saying that the United States 
should consider how its actions impact 
developing countries. However, Beijing 
is noticing that as lockdowns persist, the 
likelihood of hitting its modest 5.5 per-
cent growth target this year is declining. 
Furthermore, the U.S. rate increases will 
negatively impact China’s growth as inves-
tors will be lured away from China and into 
the United States.

In a move toward Chinese-led globalism, 
Xi said that the world should “embrace a 
global governance philosophy.” He went on 
to say that nations must “firmly safeguard 
the international system with the U.N. at 
its core and the international order under-
pinned by international law.”

Although the CCP talks of supporting the 

United Nations and international law, it 
refuses to condemn the Russian invasion of 
Ukraine or the coup in Burma (commonly 
known as Myanmar), which ousted duly-
elected Nobel Peace Prize laureate Aung 
San Suu Kyi.

Among other topics, Xi talked about 
global security and reforming “the world’s 
security governance system.” He used the 
phrase “territorial integrity,” which is a 
subtle reference to Taiwan, implying that 
the United States should not interfere if 
China invades the island nation.

Xi urged nations to “reject the Cold War 
mentality,” “group politics,” and “block con-
frontation.” This was a veiled reference to 
NATO, the Quad, the Five Eyes, and AUKUS 
multinational security organizations that 
were formed to protect democracies from 
the likes of Russia and China. He also men-
tioned the “legitimate security concerns” 
rhetoric that the CCP had previously used 
to justify the Russian invasion of Ukraine.

While there is nothing new about the CCP 
blaming the United States for most of the 
world’s ills, including those that China is 
guilty of, what was most noteworthy was 
the unveiling of the Global Security Initia-
tive. Not much concrete detail was given, 
but Xi used “indivisible security.” Russian 
President Vladimir Putin used the exact 
words to justify his confrontation with 
Ukraine in a Feb. 2 phone call with British 
Prime Minister Boris Johnson.

In his opening speech at the Boao Forum, 
and statements later published in state-run 
media Xinhua, Foreign Minister Wang Yi 
provided greater detail about the security 
initiative. He said, “The initiative contrib-
utes Chinese wisdom to make up for the 
present peace deficit.”

Chinese state-run media Global Times 
interpreted Wang’s statement as, “China 
will never claim hegemony, seek expan-
sion or spheres of influence, nor engage 
in an arms race.” However, the CCP has 
done and is doing all of those things. 
Global Times subtly accused the United 
States of undermining the global security 
order by seeking hegemony in the name 
of democracy.

One of the six component areas of the 
Global Security Initiative is “stay commit-
ted to taking the legitimate security con-
cerns of all countries seriously, and uphold 
the principle of indivisible security.” Once 
again, the key words “legitimate security 
concerns” and “indivisible security” were 
present.

Although it is unclear exactly what form 
this security initiative will take, it seems 
clear that it seeks to legitimize the Rus-
sian invasion of Ukraine and support the 
CCP’s position to take Taiwan. Geopolitical 
scholars from Europe, India, Australia, and 
the United States agree that these are the 
greatest threats to global security.

Views expressed in this article are the opin-
ions of the author and do not necessarily 
reflect the views of The Epoch Times.

Antonio Graceffo, Ph.D., has spent more 
than 20 years in Asia. He is a graduate of 
the Shanghai University of Sport and holds 
a China-MBA from Shanghai Jiaotong 
University. Graceffo works as an economics 
professor and China economic analyst, writ-
ing for various international media. Some of 
his books on China include “Beyond the Belt 
and Road: China’s Global Economic Expan-
sion” and “A Short Course on the Chinese 
Economy.”
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LINDA WIEGENFELD

When I was young, my very favorite hero was 
Superman: Superman was good. I enjoyed 
the uplifting and patriotic stories of virtue 
triumphing over evil. Although Superman 
had a weakness (kryptonite), he never let this 
stop him from doing right. I adored his motto 
“Truth, Justice, and the American Way” and 
repeated it often.

Fast-forward to today. I have found a new, 
real-life hero to admire in the book “American 
Muckraker: Rethinking Journalism for the 
21st Century” by James O’Keefe. Instead of 
struggling against some radioactive rock, the 
muckraker’s task, while exposing the truth, 
is to struggle against corruption, censorship, 
and even physical intimidation. O’Keefe is 
one of these muckrakers who, like Superman, 
fights for good.

O’Keefe heads Project Veritas, which, on its 
website, says that it “investigates and exposes 
corruption, dishonesty, self-dealing, waste, 
fraud, and other misconduct in both public 
and private institutions to achieve a more 
ethical and transparent society.” In his book, 
O’Keefe talks about his organization, himself, 
and other muckrakers.

I found the book quite uplifting and I believe 
that my readers will, too.

Real News, Gripping Stories  
O’Keefe’s book gives an accurate account of 
what is really happening in the news. The 
public is constantly exposed to fake news 
and the morally corrupt who lie. There are 
sophisticated efforts by the government and 
powerful interests to censor ideas. Deep anal-
ysis has given way to the superficial glance, 
which makes it difficult for the United States 
to remain a republic, since an environment 
of trust is needed to make educated choices.

But in this book, readers get the satisfac-
tion of seeing corrupt people exposed. As the 
muckrakers’ triumph over the darker side 
of humanity is quite the coup, our sense of 
moral judgment is satisfied.

The book also enables readers to connect 
to people with inner strength and integri-
ty. Richard Hopkins is a Marine veteran and 
a USPS worker from Erie, Pennsylvania. By 
accident, Hopkins overheard his postmas-
ter talking about how ballots processed after 

Election Day in 2020 needed to be backdated 
in order to be counted in the election. He re-
ported this to Project Veritas, and then did 
an anonymous interview telling what he had 
heard.

Later, Hopkins signed an affidavit attesting 
to what he had heard. Senator Lindsey Gra-
ham promised to use Hopkins’s testimony in 
Senate hearings that would investigate voting 
irregularities in the 2020 election.

O’Keefe says the unelected government, or 
federal bureaucracy, sent a criminal investi-
gator for the USPS Office of Inspector General 
to investigate Hopkins. The investigator tried 
to get Hopkins to recant his statement. No 
fool, Hopkins discreetly recorded the inter-
rogation.

The tape was released and exposed how 
badly a federal officer treated a whistleblower. 
O’Keefe concluded this retelling by saying 
that one can only imagine the lies the media 
would be publishing today about Hopkins 
if the interrogation recording did not exist.

Throughout the book, O’Keefe seems at 
times to be talking directly to his readers. 

His thought-provoking discourse delivered 
in a sensitive style will make the reader think 
deeply.

Maintaining Integrity
For O’Keefe, a person’s integrity is his or her 
capital. People can only lose it once, and they 
can lose it privately just as easily as publicly.

How does O’Keefe, then, address the issue 
of a reporter deceiving a subject in order to 
extract information? The muckraker must 
balance the urgency of the circumstances 
with the compelling public interest of what is 
being exposed. It is the American muckrak-
er’s job to expose the truth, O’Keefe believes. 
In an unjust society, power can be measured 
by one’s ability to lie and get away with it. If 
the muckraker’s story is important enough, 
the story will force its way into mainstream 
circulation. Therefore, the muckraker is the 
custodian of the public’s conscience.

Because of this immense responsibility, the 
muckraker’s job never ends. O’Keefe finds 
himself identifying with Sisyphus, the suf-
ferer in Greek lore, consigned to push a rock 
up a hill for eternity only to see it roll back 
down every time.

Rethinking Journalism
O’Keefe feels that if in the 20th century, the 
medium was the message, then in the 21st 
century, the medium would seem to be the 
messenger. He goes on to say that, lest Amer-
ica become a nation of feckless cowards, citi-
zens must fight for what is right, and exposure 
is the one thing the chronically dishonest fear.

The balance of political forces has now 
changed, O’Keefe says. The role of the op-
pressor is now reversed. “David assumes 
new strength, while Goliath is attacked on 
all sides. The hunter has become the quarry.”

In the spirit of Superman, O’Keefe says, “The 
muckraker has learned one lesson time and 
again: When the truth is on your side, you 
don’t back down.” He concludes with the 
hope that others will join him. “The muck-
raker dreams of an army of truth-tellers, of 
people willing to fight, even to suffer, to ex-
pose the truth.”

Linda Wiegenfeld is a retired teacher. She 
can be reached for comments or suggestions 
at lwiegenfeld@aol.com
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LORRAINE FERRIER

Craftsmen should trace the greatness of art 
to one man, according to 16th-century art 
historian Giorgio Vasari in his book “The Lives 
of the Most Celebrated Painters, Sculptors, 
and Architects.” That man is the Italian sculp-
tor and architect Donato di Niccolò di Betto 
Bardi, whom we know as Donatello.

Donatello, along with his friends and 
peers—the painter Masaccio, the architect 
Filippo Brunelleschi, and architect Leon Bat-
tista Alberti—created the Renaissance style 
in Florence.

Donatello’s work is still far-reaching. To put 
his prolific work into a comprehensive story is 
one thing, but to put on a show that encom-
passes his wide-ranging impact seems an 
impossibility. Yet the exhibition “Donatello: 
The Renaissance,” at the Palazzo Strozzi and 
the Museo Nazionale Del Bargello in Flor-
ence, Italy, does just that.

Some 130 sculptures, paintings, and draw-
ings lent from over 50 world-renowned mu-
seums and institutions are in the exhibition. 
There are some remarkable exhibits, such as 
the bronze doors from the Old Sacristy in San 
Lorenzo Basilica, in Florence. It’s the first time 
the doors have left the building.

There’s much to discover in the show, but 
here are a few key works of art showing 
some of Donatello’s innovations.

Drawings in Stone
The Victoria and Albert Mu-
seum’s “Dudley Madonna” is 
one of the finest examples of 
Donatello’s stiacciato technique. 
“Stiacciato” (Italian for “flattened 
out”) is a low-relief sculpture with 
shallow carvings almost like a drawing.

Inspired by a woman carved on an ancient 
funerary stele, Donatello rendered the Virgin 
in her entirety on a plain, unframed back-
ground. It was the first time the Virgin’s full 
figure had been made in marble for private 
devotion. Shown in profile view, she em-
braces the Christ child with a mother’s love, 
but her gaze suggests that she knows of the 
sacrifice he will have to make as a man.

Figures in Clay
Pliny the Elder in his “Naturalis Historia” il-
lustrated how the ancients once made terra-
cotta artworks. Donatello and Brunelleschi, 
inspired by the medium, used terracotta to 
create figures.

Donatello tended to use terracotta to cre-
ate madonnas for private devotion; some 
examples can be seen in the exhibition.

Such small-scale pieces differed from 
Donatello’s terracotta statue of “Joshua” 
on the dome of Florence Cathedral. Over 
16 feet tall, it was once the gold standard for 
all dome-buttress statues. Donatello was 
commissioned to create “Joshua” in place 
of his marble “David,” which at less than 
6 feet tall was deemed inadequate for the 
task. Exposed and beaten by the elements, 
“Joshua” stood on the dome for over two 

centuries before it disappeared.

A New Perspective
Donatello rendered a remarkable narrative 
scene in “The Feast of Herod” for the Bap-
tistery in Siena. For the first time since 1427, 
the gilded bronze work has been removed 
from its baptismal font, along with the gilded 
bronze figures of “Hope” and “Faith,” which 
have all been restored for the exhibition.

For “The Feast of Herod,” Donatello used 
Brunelleschi’s new rules of perspective 
to heighten the drama and tension of the 
scene, which plays out through a series of 
boxes much like a storyboard. The violence 
is tangible throughout, as Donatello’s char-
acters recoil in shock, horror, and disgust at 
seeing the head of John the Baptist. Donatello 
gave each person character, gestures, and 
emotion—a bold step at a time when the 
graceful, and two-dimensional idealized 
figures of the International Gothic style of 
art reigned supreme.

He also used perspective to ensure that his 
works were accurate from any viewing point. 
Set high atop a column 6 feet, 6 inches tall, Do-
natello’s bronze “David Victorious” must have 
been a sight to behold. The statue’s original 
column was lost long ago in the 16th century, 
but the exhibition curators have raised the 

work up high, although lower than the 
original, so visitors can see the piece 

from below as Donatello intended.

A Breath of Humanity
As the father of modern sculp-
ture, Donatello carved the im-

possible: humanity itself. He 
made static lifelike sculptures that 

were alive with movement, vitality, and 
sensibility—something never before seen.
Donatello’s innovative ideas ran across 

multiple media in stone, wood, marble, 
bronze, stucco, terracotta, ceramics, papier 
mâché, glass paste, and embossed copper. 
While he made new discoveries, giving art-
ists exciting new ways to work, he always 
looked to the past for inspiration: from the 
ancient Greeks and Romans to artists of the 
late Middle Ages, such as Giotto.

Donatello’s art impacted artists across Italy 
from the regions of Tuscany, Veneto, and the 
Marche to the cities of Rome and Naples, a 
feat that only Giotto achieved before him.

The “Donatello: The Renaissance” exhibi-
tion runs until July 31, at the Palazzo Strozzi 
and the Museo Nazionale del Bargello in 
Florence, Italy. To find out more, visit Palaz-
zoStrozzi.org

The exhibition is curated by Francesco Ca-
glioti, professor of medieval art history at the 
Scuola Normale di Pisa.

The exhibition will also be shown at the Sta-
atliche Museum in Berlin, and the Victoria 
and Albert Museum, London. Each venue 
will show a slightly different version of the 
exhibition, with some loans differing.

Celebrating Donatello: 
The Master’s Master

The once-in-a-lifetime ‘Donatello:  
The Renaissance’ exhibition in Florence, Italy

FINE ARTS

“David Victorious,” circa 1435–40, by Donatello. Partly 
gilded bronze; 61 inches by 25 5/8 inches by 23 5/8 inches. 
The statue is one of the masterpieces in “Donatello: The 
Renaissance,” an exhibition at the Palazzo Strozzi and the Museo 
Nazionale del Bargello in Florence, Italy.

To see more 
images of 

this exhibition, 
visit ept.ms/

DonatelloExhibit
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Pennsylvania Republican U.S. Senate candidate Dr. Mehmet Oz joins former President Donald Trump onstage during a rally in 
support of his campaign at the Westmoreland County Fairgrounds on May 6, 2022 in Greensburg, Pa. Former President Trump 
endorsed Dr. Oz in the Pennsylvania Republican primary race for the U.S. Senate over his top opponent David McCormick.
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Voters use an optional paper ballot voting booth as they cast their ballots early 
for the May 3 primary election at the Franklin County Board of Elections polling 
location in Columbus, Ohio, on April 26, 2022. 
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