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The Importance
of Self-Discipline,
Habit, and
Perseverance

JEFF MINICK

elf-discipline, which walks
hand-in-hand with persever-
ance, is a key ingredient in the
formula leading to success and
happiness.

In his book “A Guide to the Good Life:
The Ancient Art of Stoic Joy,” William
B.Irvine again and again examines the
advantages bestowed by self-control. His
chapter titled “Self-Denial” addresses
the benefits the ancient Stoics found in
denying themselves certain pleasures—
for example, abstaining from eating rich
foods in favor of more common fare and
finding rewards in that act of denial.

“Water, barley-meal, and crusts of
barley-bread,” Seneca tells us, “are not
a cheerful diet, yet it is the highest kind
of pleasure to be able to derive pleasure
from this sort of food.”

Unfortunately, ours is more an age of

self-gratification than of self-denial. We

see running shoes in a store at the mall,

decide we absolutely must have them i Ny
though three other pairs are collecting 'R
dust in our closet, and out comes the e -
credit card. We're trying to cut down on l)&é - i: RS
our alcohol intake, but it’s been a rough : g
week at work, and we tell ourselves we

deserve this 12-pack of Heineken. We are

determined to lose 10 pounds before our

upcoming beach vacation, but that Hot- Plato once

And-Ready pepperoni pizza from Little .

Caesar’s proves irresistible. wrote, The first
Like Scarlett O'Hara in “Gone With The

Wind,” we blithely tell ourselves, “To- an(l gl’CﬂlCS‘

morrow is another day.” And like Lord vict()ry is

Darlington in Oscar Wilde’s play “Lady

Windermere’s Fan,” we find that we can o conqucer

“resist everything except temptation.” y()lll'SQH:’

Resisting Temptations
Of course, plenty of people do practice
self-discipline, foregoing immediate

Self-discipline:
A key ingredient
for success.

pleasures in hopes of future rewards.

A 60-year-old couch potato looks in

the mirror, doesn’t like what he sees,
joins a gym, and exercises there six
days a week for the next year. A married
father of two little girls leaves the house
at dawn every working day to build
houses and provide for his family. A
college kid fends off pressure to join his
buddies for a Friday night of drinking
at the local tavern to instead study for
his chemistry test on Monday. He might
find, as Seneca said, “pleasure from this
sort of food.”

That college student is exercising
another component of self-discipline:
delayed gratification. He’s looking at
the big picture rather than the here and
now, hopeful that his battle with the
books will bring him a degree and a
satisfying job.

Continued from Page 2

A Firefighter’s Sacrifice, Remembered and Honored

Frank Siller is walking 500 miles to honor his brother’s memory, and that of other first responders

MICHAEL WING

New York firefighter Stephen Siller was on
his way to play golf with his three brothers
when he received the call on that fateful
day: Sept. 11, 2001.

He drove his truck to the Brooklyn-Bat-
tery Tunnel, strapped on 60 pounds of fire-
fighting gear, and set out on foot, running
almost two miles underground, to meet his
company at the site that came to be known
as Ground Zero.

“He came out the other side, went up West
Street ... and into what we believe was the
South Tower, because that’s where his
whole firefighter companywas,” Stephen’s
older brother, Frank Siller, said.

“And so, he never came home.

“While he was helping save other people’s

lives, he gave up his own.”

After Stephen’s family found out about
what he did, they decided to honor his
memory, and those of countless other first

66
While he was

helplllg save responders who've sacrificed their lives,

) and started Tunnel to Towers—a founda-

other pcoplc S tion that builds homes for first responder

IiVCS, he gave families who've lostloved ones or sacrificed
. in the line of duty.

up hlS OWI. In that effort, on Aug. 1, 2021, Frank

Frank Siller set out to walk over 500 miles to honor

his brother and those who died on 9/11.
Starting from the Pentagon where he laid
awreath, Frank started marching toward
Shanksville, Pennsylvania, and will reach
his final destination, Ground Zero, for the
20th anniversary of 9/11.

Continued from Page 3
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2001.
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‘I Think I Can The Importance of
Self-Discipline, Habit, and Perseverance

Continued from Page 1

I once knew a man who saved up his mon-
ey to buy a car rather than purchasing it
on credit. He didn’t want to pay interest,
he figured offering a cash paymentin full
allowed him more room for dickering
with sales personnel, and he was willing
to postpone his pleasure of ownership to
achieve these goals.
That'’s delayed gratification at work.

The Slog

Another key component to the machinery
of self-discipline, restraint, and delayed
gratification is perseverance.

Sometimes, when we pursue a goal, we
may feel as if we're trudging through a
pond of wet cement. Each day becomes an
ordeal of inching forward, a trial of effort
that can often seem pointless and futile.

When my wife and I owned a bed-and-
breakfast and bookstore in the Smok-
ies, there were days, even months, that
brought disappointing revenues, costly re-
pairs, and unexpected personal expenses.
Many other small-business owners have
undergone similar hard times. This daily
grind can lead to despair and surrender.

The same holds true in other endeavors
great and small. The man who gives up
smoking cigarettes knows he mustnot only
get past the first day or even the first week
without tobacco, but that he must persist
until the habitis broken. The graduate stu-
dent who also works a full-time job must
discipline herselfto write papers and take
tests after her hours at the office, and pos-
sess the stamina and grit to hold fast until
she attains her degree.

Our trek may be long and tough, and
only those travelers who stay on the path
and keep pushing ahead will finish the
journey.

The Great Tool: Habit
Plato once wrote, “The first and greatest
victory is to conquer yourself.”

And one powerful tool we can employ
to make that conquest a success is habit.

It's unlikely that the wealthy entrepre-
neur who attributes part of his success to
rising before dawn followed that schedule
his entire life. At some point, he realized
the value of exchanging sleep for the soli-
tude of those early morning hours, and by
an act of self-discipline, roused himself
from his bed to work and think while oth-
ers slept.

In a similar way, the young mother who
rises before the rest of the family for prayer
and meditation is denying herself extra
sleep because she recognizes the benefits
of that solitary time.

Our (rek may be long and
(ough, and only those
travelers who stay on the
path and keep pushing
ahead will finish the
journey.

When an act of self-discipline becomes a
habit—making those trips to the gym, fast-
ing two days a week, cleaning the kitchen
on a daily basis—then habitin many ways
replaces the need for self-discipline. We no
longer have to force ourselves to perform
some conscious and often painful task. We
simply do it as a part of our daily routine.

Some Tips
Though the following quote is often misat-
tributed to Aristotle, it is actually taken
from Will Durant’s “The Story of Philoso-
phy”: “We are what we repeatedly do. Ex-
cellence, then, is not an act, but a habit.”
To develop a new habit, a beneficial habit,
requires self-discipline and perseverance,
and some carefully considered strategies.
First, we must be as optimistic as possible

when we set out on our journey. Remember
the children’s story of “The Little Engine
That Could”? As that tiny engine pulled
a freight train up a mountain, it chanted
this mantra over and over again: “I think
Ican,IthinkIcan,IthinkIcan.” Ifwe are
to succeed, we need to repeat those same
words to ourselves.

We should also recognize thatin improv-
ing our self-discipline we are both teacher
and student. After all, discipline is derived
from the Latin, which meant among other
things “student.” When we impose re-
straint, we may feel as if we've become a
battleground between desire and will. It
helps if we transform that battleground
into a classroom, teaching ourselves the
value of restraint and self-denial.

Beginning small can also help us find
success. If you decide you want to lose
weight, then set a reasonable goal of
pounds lost per week and slowly cut out
certain foods from your diet. If you want
amore productive workday, set yourself a
goal of checking your email hourly instead
of every 15 minutes.

Expect failures and setbacks, and use
your self-discipline to get you back on the
right path. “Fall down seven times, get up
eight,” runs an old Japanese proverb, and
self-discipline is a key ingredient for get-
ting to our feet again. Many entrepreneurs
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have gone broke only to come back and
succeed. My friend John, who lives these
days by playing the stock market, loses all
the time, but he also wins because he stays
in the game and keeps playing.

Winning the Game
When we practice self-discipline, when
we conquer ourselves, anirony comes into
play: that conquest of self makes us stron-
ger. We're like bodybuilders at a gym; we
start with the small weights and, over the
ensuing months, take on heavier loads.
Our small acts of controlling ourselves—
leaving the mint chocolate chip ice cream
in the grocery store freezer, weeding the
garden when we’d rather be watching
television, forcing ourselves to clean out
a closet—eventually enable us to achieve
greater goals through the exercise of self-
discipline.

Jeff Minick has four children and a growing
platoon of grandchildren. For 20 years, he
taught history, literature, and Latin to semi-
nars of homeschooling students in Asheville,
N.C. Heis the author of two novels, “Amanda
Bell” and “Dust on Their Wings,” and two
works of nonfiction, “Learning as I Go” and
“Movies Make the Man.” Today, he lives and
writes in Front Royal, Va. See JeffMinick.com
to follow his blog.

Raising Children to Be More Than Peppa Parrots

ANNIE HOLMQUIST

Peppa Pig, a British children’s cartoon, has
taken America by storm, so much so that
children are absorbing the British accent its
charactersfeature, arecentarticle in The Wall
StreetJournal explains. Parents are reporting
that they've become “Mummy,” Santa has
morphed into “Father Christmas” forwhom
children must make mince pies, and mature
phrases such as “how clever” pervade toddler
dialects. In otherwords, today’s children have
experienced full-on Peppa absorption.

bb

Two institutions at present
control our children’s

lives (elevision and
schooling, in that order.

John Taylor Gatto

On the surface, such absorption is cute, a
phase through which children—particular-
ly ones who have weathered the pandemic
lockdowns in front of the screen—must
pass before they mature and grow up. But
such absorption provides a reminder for
us as adults. Peppa Pig may be harmless,
but the other influences our children are
absorbing often aren’t, and making sure our
children are absorbing good influences is
one of the primary roles of a parent.

The “absorption approach” to chil-
drearing was promoted by political
theorist W. Cleon Skousen in his 1962

book “So You Want to Raise a Boy?”

“It’s the idea that we should surround
our children with the kind of adults we
would like our children to emulate,” Skou-
sen said. “Adults who will exhibit the love,
interest, kindness, leadership, and ambi-
tion which inspire children to become like
them and thereby absorb them into
the exciting, wonderful precincts
of the adult world.”

Breaking Skousen’s comments
into bitesize pieces creates a
picture of the influences adults
should seek to be, as well as
place, in thelives of their children.

Love

Parents and adults who shower chil-
drenwith hugs and kisses immedi-
ately come to mind. While suchlove
isgood and essential, we should also
balance thatwith the toughlove that
involves speaking hard truths and
giving correction. The childrenwho
onlyreceive pampering will absorb
the mentality that they can do no
wrong.

Interest

In a world where most people are simply in-
terested in their phones, finding adults who
will encourage a child’s interests in other di-
rections can be a challenge. Yet they're out
there. Look for influences who are excited
about learning, are eager to introduce your
children to good books, are avid readers
themselves, and are quick to share what they
read with others. Let your children absorb
the influence of adults who ask questions of

We can strive
to surround our
children with
kind adults who
will ask them
questions and
encourage their

interests.
RIDO/SHUTTERSTOCK

children and challenge their little minds to
think outside the box.

Kindness
Whether parents or grown-upsin general, it’s
easy for adults to overlook children and not
take time for them. But a kind individual will
dojustthe opposite. Theywon't neces-
sarily make children their primary
focus, doting on them asiftheyre
the only thing in the world, but
they’ll talk to them, share special
times with them, and in general,
be individuals whom children
have no trouble approaching.

Leadership

Contrary to what we often see
coming out of our so-called lead-
ers in Washington, true leaders
don’t thumb their noses at their
own rules, but are instead humble
about their mistakes and are willing
to apologize when they are wrong.
Surround your children with in-
fluences who don't just give orders
and then do the exact opposite, but who ex-
hibit strong conviction and follow through
on those convictions, even when difficult.

Ambition

Those with good ambition strive after worthy
goals, rather than playing the victim. If we
want our children to make something of their
lives rather than just riding on the coattails
of others, then we should introduce them
to individuals who aren't lazy, but who are
willing to step up, meet the challenge, and
make a difference in this crazyworld of ours.

Sadly, it can be difficult to allow our chil-
dren to absorb these types of influences in
their lives, mainly because their time is de-
manded by two main sources. Former teach-
er of the year John Taylor Gatto described
this scenario well in a speech entitled “Why
Schools Don’t Educate™:

“Two institutions at present control our chil-
dren’slives—television and schooling, in that
order. Both of these reduce the real world of
wisdom, fortitude, temperance, and justice
to anever-ending, non-stopping abstraction.
In centuries past, the time of a child and ado-
lescent would be occupied in real work, real
charity, real adventures, and the realistic
search for mentors who might teach what
youreallywanted tolearn. A great deal of time
was spentin community pursuits, practicing
affection, meeting and studying every level
of the community, learning how to make a
home, and dozens of other tasks necessary
to become a whole man or woman.”

The good news is that times have changed
in these past few years, with circumstances
adjusting so that parents can have more
control over at least the schooling aspect of
their children’s lives. With that in mind, let’s
resolve to not just allow our children to waste
time absorbinginfluences such as Peppa Pig;
instead, let’s surround them with influences
that'll make our children face the world with
character and courage as adults.

Annie Holmquist is the editor of Intellectu-
al Takeout and the online editor of Chroni-
cles Magazine, both projects

of the Charlemagne Institute.
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When Is the ‘Best’ School Not the Best?
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LEONARD SAX

Which school is the best school for your
child?

Over the past 20 years, I have visited
more than 460 schools: urban, suburban,
and rural; public, private, and parochial;
serving affluent, middle-income, and low-
income communities. I have led workshops
for teachers and spoken to parents. I have
learned that middle-income and affluent
parents tend to define “the best school” as
“the school most likely to get my child into
Princeton, Stanford, MIT, or another top-
rated university.”

When considering a school, even a kin-
dergarten or pre-K, the first question these
parents are likely to ask is “Where do these
kids go after they graduate?”

We now have long-term longitudinal
cohort studies in which researchers have
followed students for up to 50 years after
graduation, studying the effects that dif-
ferent school types have on different out-
comes. We also have extensive research on
the effects that different schools have on
parameters such as anxiety and depression.

The results are surprising.

Forty years ago, when I was earning my
doctorate in psychology at the University
of Pennsylvania, the research seemed clear.
Studies then showed thatkids who attended
schools in low-income communities were
athigher risk for substance abuse, anxiety,
and depression, compared with kids who
attended schools in more affluent com-
munities. Suniya Luthar, then at Columbia
University, was among the first to document
a change. Beginning in the late 1990s, she
found that the previous association had
flipped.

In a seminal study published in 1999, Lu-
tharand her Yale colleague Karen D’Avanzo
documented that affluent kids were now
at higher risk for substance abuse, and
scored higher on measures of anxiety and
depression, compared with low-income
kids. Multiple subsequent studies, including
several authored by Luthar, replicated and
extended this finding. In 2009, researchers
at New York University coined the term “af-
fluenza” to describe this new phenomenon:
upper-middle-income and affluentkids are
now at greater risk for psychiatric disorders
and substance abuse compared to their low-
income peers.

More recent research, however, has led
to asignificant revision in our understand-
ing of what’s going on. In 2018, Luthar and
her colleague Nina Kumar published new
research showing that the risk associated
with affluence derives not from household
income per se, but from the school. They
found that schools that prioritize getting
into top universities, schools that place a
premium on superior academic and extra-
curricular performance—so-called high-
achieving schools—are now associated with
increased risk of anxiety, depression, and
substance abuse. The risk associated with
these schools is separable from household
income. Low-income kids who attend high-
achievingschools are atincreased risk, sim-
ilar to their affluent peers. Affluent kids who
attend schools thataren’t considered high-
achieving aren't at risk. The toxicity appar-
ently comes from the school, not the income
bracket.

On the surface, the research seems to sug-
gest that maybe we shouldn’t send our kids
to ahigh-achieving school, a school that en-
courages superior academic and extracur-
ricular performance. But that doesn't sound
right. Aren’'t we supposed to encourage kids
to strive for excellence?

Inarecentreview of the research—bluntly

HALFPOINT/SHUTTERSTOCK

What are consistent predictors of health, wealth, and happiness long-term? According to studies,
honesty and self-control.

titled “High-Achieving Schools Connote
Risks for Adolescents”—Luthar and her
colleagues summarize the findings: kids
attending high-achieving schools are in-
deed much more likely to become anxious
or depressed compared to kids who don't
attend such schools. Luthar and coworkers
try to understand what elements of a high-
achieving school are responsible for the
toxicity. They highlight social comparison.

When a child or

(een’s sense of selfl™
worth depends on the
magnificence of their
accomplishments, that
Kid becomes fragile.

These schools, intentionally or not, typi-
cally foster a competitive environment
in which kids are constantly comparing
themselves with one another. Who won the
award? Who was accepted at which univer-
sity? And instead of parents shielding their
kids from the stress of comparison, “both
generations buy into the pursuit of doing
ever more to achieve.” When a child or teen’s
sense of self-worth depends on the mag-
nificence of their accomplishments, that
kid becomes fragile.

When I share this research with parents,
some parents respond: “Well, that’s the price
of success. You have to be tough to succeed.
I'm willing to accept the risk of some stress
in the short term if it increases the odds of
my child’s success in the long term.”

Those parents are assuming that attend-
inga high-achieving school predicts better
outcomes later in life: more wealth, better
health, and happiness. But the research
contradicts that assumption. It’s true that
affluent kids are more likely to become
affluent adults, compared to low-income
kids. But after controlling for household in-
come, attending a high-achieving school
doesn’t increase the long-term odds of
success. On the contrary, when research-
ers tracked down students 11 years and
then 50 years after high school graduation,
they found thatattending a high-achieving
high school was associated with lower edu-
cational and occupational achievement,
compared to students with the same house-
hold income who attended schools with av-
erage achievement profiles.

Citing this research, Luthar and col-
leagues conclude that “continual social
comparisons with mostly high-achieving
peers may explain the long-term negative
effects of participation in the high-achieving
school race-to-the-top.”

If getting good marks at a high-achieving
school doesn't predict good outcomes long
term, what does? I devoted two chapters
of my book “The Collapse of Parenting” to
reviewing every long-term longitudinal
cohort study that bears on this question.
The answer is consistent. Character and
conscientiousness—meaning honesty and
self-control—predict health, wealth, and
happinesslong-term. Boys who arerated as
helpful by their kindergarten teacher earn
more money 30 years later compared to boys
rated less helpful. Children who exhibited
better self-control at age 11 were much more
likely to be healthy and doing well financial-
ly when investigators tracked them down
21 years later, at age 32. Young people who

are more conscientious are less likely to be
divorced 30 years later; conversely, young
people who are less conscientious are more
likely to die prematurely.

Getting good marks at a high-achieving
school doesn'’t predict long-term health or
happiness, but being conscientious and
helpful predicts both.

It follows from this research that if we
want our child to be healthy, well-off, and
happy as an adult, our top priority as parents
shouldn’t be to enroll our child in a high-
achieving school; instead, our first priority
should be to teach our child to be helpful,
honest, and self-controlled.

How to do that, exactly?

Luthar and coworkers recommend explic-
itly prioritizing character and conscientious-
ness over performance. Tell your child “I
would rather you get a ‘C’ on the test hon-
estly than cheatand get an ‘A.” Luthar and
colleagues also recommend that parents
should “watch for their children becoming
overextended and exhausted and help them
to reduce commitments if necessary.”

Many middle-income and affluent kids
areimmersed in a toxic culture that pushes
them to perform. Parents mayhave to inter-
vene, to limit activities and commitments,
to ensure that kids aren’t overextended.

Schedule time off to do fun things with
your kid. And time off should be time OFF,
not another kind of performance. Dance,
sports, and the arts should be leisure activi-
ties, not additional opportunities to wow the
audience or burnish the resumé.

Limit children’s use of social media,
which—according to one national survey
of 9- to 15-year-olds—is first and foremost
about social comparison. Recall thatsocial
comparison is the mechanism by which
Luthar and colleagues believe that high-
achieving schools work their mischief.

Iwantyou to know thatThave skin in this
game. For nine years, beginning in pre-K,
my daughter attended a highly selective,
high-achieving private schoolin an affluent
suburb. This school boasts many graduates
who go on to Princeton, Stanford, etc. Al-
though my daughter was doing well aca-
demically, mywife and Imade the decision
in 2019 to move her to a less competitive
school, one with an explicitly Christian
(Protestant) focus. Our daughter is begin-
ningher second year at the new school, and
all of us—myself, my wife, and my daugh-
ter—agree that it has been a change for the
better. Less stress. Less drama. More focus
on who you are—Are you kind? Are you a
good friend?—rather than on what you do
or on howamazingyour achievements are.

Maybe we need to change the way we
think about what school is for. Maybe school
shouldn’tbe primarily about gettinginto an
elite university. Maybe it should be about
fulfilling your potential and being con-
nected to family and community. Which,
for some of us, may mean enjoying a stable
marriage. In an analysis of national data, IFS
researchers found that 63 percent of adults
who attended Protestant private schools re-
ported that they were in stable marriages
(never divorced), compared with 53 per-
cent of those who attended secular private
schools, 49 percent of those who attended
Catholic schools, and 42 percent of those
who attended public schools. Furthermore,
61 percent of adults who attended Protestant
private schools said that they now attend
church orreligious services regularly, com-
pared with 21 percent of those who attended
Catholic schools, 5 percent of those who
attended public schools, and 4 percent of
those who attended secular private schools.

I recognize that my daughter’s chances
of going to Yale may have diminished as
a result of the change of school. But I am
convinced thather chances of being healthy
and happy in 10, 20, or 30 years have im-
proved.

This article was originally published by the
Institute for Family Studies.

A Firefighter’s Sacrifice, Remembered and Honored

Frank Siller is walking 500 miles to honor his brother’s memory, and that of other first responders

Continued from Page 1

“T hope to shine a big light on what
happened 20 years ago, that we lost
2,977 Americans, many of whom
are first responders,” he said while
walking.

Preparation began months earlier,
though; thus far, he’s been averaging
13 to 15 miles a day on his journey
some 40 days to Manhattan. So far,
he’s right on schedule.

Frank arrived in Shanksville,
Pennsylvania—where Flight 93
went down that fateful day—on Satur-
day, August 21.

Tunnel to Towers hopes to muster 1

million supporters, Siller said. Those
who wish to contribute $11 a month
will help 200 catastrophically injured
service members or first-responder
families who've lost a loved one obtain
mortgage-free homes and other living
assistance.

Frank and his foundation aim to give |

back to those like his brother who de-
vote their lives to helping others.

“Stephen died the way he lived—for
others,” Frank said.

Stephen always wanted to help out,
his brother added. His was a personality
like many first responders; he always
wanted to be there to help somebody.

“Of course, he did it to the ultimate de-

W YORKSITY
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gree by giving his life,” Frank added. “But
itdidn't surprise us as a family that he did
that, and itdidn’t surprise us that he found
away to get there, and it didn’t surprise us

Tunnel to
Towers
Chairman
and CEO
Frank Siller
(in blue)

is met by
supporters
on the Never
Forget Walk.

thathe ended up going through that tunnel.

“He inspired us, but he didn’t surprise
us, all those things, that he did, that’s
just the type of person he was.”
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Brad Thor Confronts
Chinese Communist
Threat in Latest Bestseller

ZACHARY D. WARNER

What distinguishes a good thriller novel

from the best? Brad Thor.

He’s been hailed as the “undisputed
king of the genre” by a critic. A reviewer
once commented, “No one writes a bet-
ter thriller than Brad Thor.” He is the
author of the wildly popular,
bestselling Scot Harvath series,
including his recently released
thriller “Black Ice.”

What separates this author’s
work from the rest of the genre?
It’s uncanny how a Brad Thor
fsLee novel comes across as not merely
an entertaining work of fiction,
but often also a prediction of
tomorrow’s news.

He always writes an engaging
narrative, and his dedication
v to grounding his novels with

BRAD
THOR

BLACK
ICE

superpower.

Circle region.

dous increase in China’s power and its
pursuit to become the dominant global

In this 21st novel in his Scot Harvath
thriller series, Thor takes the reader to a
part of the world few would imagine as
alocation for espionage intrigue entan-
gling the world’s three major powers—
the frozen depths of the remote Arctic

Why are China and Russia suddenly
closely allied in targeting the Arctic?
What could possibly be buried deep
under the snow and ice that now gar-
ners so much attention from them? Will
America’s North Atlantic defense system
be put at risk? It’s a thrilling adventure
when it falls to Harvath to find out and
thwart any threat to America.

Scot Harvath is no ordinary espionage
operative. He’s the U.S. president’s secret
weapon, the counter-intelligence op-

NO0LSYILLNHS/MOVLLVOINVd

Brad Thor’s

real-world events backed by meticulous

erative to turn to when extraordinary,

U.S.NAVY PHOTO BY LT. LAUREN SPAZIANO/RELEASED

“Black Ice,” his writing, and his views on
current events.

Zachary Warner: “Black Ice” will be
viewed by many as a warning about
global Chinese ambitions. Can we expect
this to be a recurring theme for your
upcoming novels?

Brad Thor: I go where the most press-
ing threats take me. My goal, first and
foremost, is to give people a great, edge-
of-their-seat, white-knuckle thrill ride. If
I have done that, I have done my job as
an entertainer. If they close the book a
little bit smarter, a little bit more knowl-
edgeable, then [ have done my job as an
American. Each book is different, so I
cannot tell you how China will play in
the novels going forward.

Mr. Warner: What are the appropriate
steps the United States and the interna-
tional community can follow in holding
the Chinese Communist Party respon-
sible for the spread of the COVID-19?

Mr. Thor: To hold the CCP responsible,
the U.S. and the international com-
munity must have hard evidence. Just
before we spoke, it was learned that the
intelligence community was able to
secure an enormous catalog of infor-
mation, including genetic blueprints of
virus samples, from the lab in Wuhan—
likely from hacking the cloud-based
servers the lab is assumed to have used.
Analyzing it will prove a nightmare,
however, as it will require massive com-
puting power and scientists with the
proper security clearances who can also
speak Mandarin. If it can be proven that
the COVID-19 virus escaped the Wuhan
lab, then the world can begin discussing
the next steps.

Mr. Warner: What are some of the inter-
national security lessons learned from
COVID-19?

Mr. Thor: Number one is that our sup-
ply chains are much too fragile and we
are far too dependent on just-in-time
manufacturing from China. It is a major
threat to America’s national security.
From pharmaceuticals to semiconduc-
tors, we need a Manhattan project aimed
atreshoring and “disruption-proofing”
the manufacture of our most critical
products.
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other needs. But, as history has shown,
alliances have ways of fraying and break-
ing apart.

Mr. Warner: Our international focus
seems to be shifting to China and the Pa-
cific. What new challenges does the Chi-
nese Communist Party pose to America?
Mr. Thor: China is a country in which the
CCP does not recognize the rights of the
individual. When individual liberty is not
fostered and protected it is impossible for
creativity to flourish. And when creativ-
ity is unable to flourish, a nation is inca-
pable of innovation. And when a nation is
incapable of innovation it stagnates—par-
ticularly in science and technology. This
leaves said nation with only one avenue—
theft. Unable to scientifically and techno-
logically advance, China must steal from
freer, more prosperous, more advanced
nations like the United States.

Therefore, Chinese espionage remains
a serious threat to the United States.
China’s construction of faux islands/
atolls in the South China Sea, its position
vis-a-vis Taiwan, and the immediate risk
it poses to the other first island chain na-
tions, are all ongoing threats that need to
be closely watched.

Mr. Warner: The Chinese Belt and Road
Initiative [BRI| has been the subject of
important strategic conversations: some
experts believe it will have drastic im-
plications on the United States’ foreign
policy and role in the world; however, the
focus is usually on developing nations.
What is the future international role of
Western, developed countries, such as
Norway, who might share more cultural
similarities with the United States but
might benefit from Chinese economic
investment?
Mr. Thor: When it comes to China, there
isno “free” lunch. The BRI is how the
polar bear gets his nose inside your tent.
It allows China to lock up the resources it
needs for its continued growth. The flip
side of the BRI coin is that it provides the
CCP with a powerful seat at the table and
influence over the nations that take their
money—both in terms of domestic and
foreign policy.

Countries like Canada and Norway have
seen China’s moves in the Arctic for what
they are and have flatly shut the Chinese
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the average citizen faces when under-
standing foreign policy?
Mr. Thor: The greatest obstacle is how
Americans silo themselves. If you get all of
your news from Facebook groups, you're
not getting the entire picture—and you
are likely a ripe target for disinformation.
As human beings, we're hardwired to
want to function in small bands, or tribes.
We seek out like-minded people online.
But the price of staying in a digital tribe is
often complete and full agreement with a
particular viewpoint. If everyone thinks
the same—that’s a problem. Not only that,
malign foreign actors find such digital
tribes ripe for disinformation campaigns.
I eat vegetables not because I like them,
but because I know I need to. The same
can be said for media consumption—
you can have favorites, but you should
consume a wide and varied diet. As a
responsible steward of the Republic, it is
your duty to be civic-minded and as well
informed as possible. That means pick-
ing your head up, breaking the Facebook
barrier, and consuming multiple types of
news and information.

bb

Unable (o scientifically
and technologically
advance, China must
steal from fireer, more
prosperous, more
advanced nations like
the United States.

Brad Thor

Mr. Warner: What is your opinion on
the current administration’s approach to
national security affairs?

Mr. Thor: As with every administration,
it's a mixed bag. The Afghanistan pullout
is a continuation of the Trump policy. I
think it will be an absolute disaster for
the Afghans, but we've been there for 20
years. We can make a United States Ma-
rine in 13 weeks, but after two decades,
the Afghan Army cannot stand on its own
two feet? That's a problem—a big one.

REUTERS

tional identity to be at the forefront of how
they see themselves.

Culturally, the hierarchical “family, vil-
lage, tribe” ethos is too hard to break. We
could have remained another 20 years,
possibly even 100, and still not have been
able to impact that identity. It is a shame
because there are many really good
people in Afghanistan. I feel especially
heartbroken for the lives the women and
girls will be forced back into. The one
hope I have is that having had a taste of
freedom, perhaps the seeds of liberty have
been sown. Perhaps they will organize
and push back against the Taliban. Time
will tell.

Mr. Warner: What is America’s role in the
world?

Mr. Thor: I believe America’s role is to

be that shining city on a hill—a beacon
for all to see; an example of what can be
done when the individual is free, protect-
ed in the eyes of the law, and pursues his
or her life via ordered liberty and a sense
of civic virtue.

Mr. Warner: What will the international
world lose from an isolationist United
States of America?

Mr. Thor: When we are strong and united
athome, we can be strong and united
(with our allies) abroad. A robust, con-
fident American presence on the global
stage helps secure peace and prosperity
internationally. When we are fractured
at home and retreat within our borders,
other actors (most certainly malign) will
step in to fill that void. Nature (and global
leadership) abhors a vacuum.

Mr. Warner: How do you maintain a
balance between writing a story that is
engaging to the reader, yet also grounded
torealism?
Mr. Thor: I call what I do “faction,” where
you don’t know where the facts end and
the fiction begins. One of the greatest
compliments I get paid is that many read-
ers love to read my thrillers with their
laptops nearby so they can look things up.
When I plot my novels, [ want a big,
real-life scenario to act as my backdrop.
I award bonus points to the scenario if
it's something that isn’t getting enough
media attention. In the case of “Black Ice,”
itwas China’s push into the Arctic and

1. The fast combat support ship USNS
Supply (T-AOE 6) and the Royal Navy Duke-
class frigate HMS Kent (F78) conduct a
replenishment-at-seain the Barents Sea
while training in the Arctic Circle on May 3,
2020.

2. A medical staff member disinfects ata
quarantine zone converted from a hotel in
Wuhan, China.

3. Workers inspect railway tracks, which
serve as a part of the Belt and Road Initiative
freight rail route linking Chongqing to
Duisburg, at the Dazhou railway station in
Sichuan Province, China, on March 14, 2019.

As a thriller writer, my job is to beat the
headlines, so [ am constantly trying to
peer over the horizon.

Mr. Warner: What piece of advice helped
you the most as a writer?

Mr. Thor: “You can’t wait for inspiration.
You have to go after it with a club!” [from]
Jack London.

Mr. Warner: What advice would you give
anew writer seeking to improve their
writing skill?

Mr. Thor: Read. Read. Read. You cannot
be even a halfway decent writer without
being a passionate reader.

Mr. Warner: Do you believe there is any
Brad Thor in Scot Harvath?

Mr. Thor: Absolutely. In fact, I tell people
he is my alter ego, much in the same way
I'm sure James Bond was for Ian Fleming
and Jack Ryan was for Tom Clancy.

Mr. Warner: Every entry in the Scot
Harvath series has been a huge bestseller,
how are you able to consistently able to
imagine new plot points and flesh them
out into a bestseller?

Mr. Thor: The key is in finding something
happening in the real world that T am
surprised to learn about. That becomes
the rocket fuel that propels my writing.
Again, I'm all about giving you the best
white-knuckle thrill ride I am capable of.
Ifyou close one of my thrillers having had
a fantastic adventure, I've done my job as
an author. If you close it a little bit smarter
about any number of fascinating things
going on in the world, then I've done my
job as an American.

Mr. Warner: A major theme of “Black
Ice” was Scot Harvath'’s possible life as a
retired operative. What does this signal
to readers who might take this as a sign
that Harvath'’s journey is coming to an
end soon?

Mr. Thor: He can never give it up—that’s
a big part of his struggle. He loves his
career. It's a calling and he deeply believes
in it. There can be no American dream
without those willing to protect it. It does
get harder as he gets older, but that’s
something we can all relate to.

Mr. Warner: What's next for you?

latest book, research with a keen eye for detail is possibly unsanctioned, measures may down. They have wisely said no to China Kabul could fall by the end of this Sep- their enlistment of Russia to help get them | Mr. Thor: Currently, I am writing next
“Black Ice.” unmatched. He even went so far as to get | be called for in battling bad actors. He Mr. Warner: In “Black Ice,” the reader is trying to purchase a seat at their tables. tember (if not sooner). [Editor’s note: This atoehold. summer’s thriller. It will take readers to
himself embedded as an observer witha | works for a super secretive private opera- witness to an uneasy alliance between As per Western nations culturally interview was conducted prior to the fall a part of the world I have never written
U.S. black-ops mission in Afghanistanto | tion that parallels the CIA, working with, v China and Russia. Except, for opposition aligned with the United States and wheth- | of Kabul.] That will be game over—and Mr. Warner: How do you explain your about before. There is something fascinat-
make his novels as realistic as possible. but not officially for it (and the president), You’re not to the United States, what does each of er or not they should accept Chinese like I'said, it will be terrible. But it wasn’t ability to write stories that almost seemto | ing, simmering just beneath the surface,
His dedication to realism has led the to ensure deniability. A publication that getting the full picture them benefit from greater collaboration investment—one needs to always remem- | thatwe did too little, it was that the Af- be taken from tomorrow’s news? on the other side of the globe. It was too
author to become an authority figure specializes in reporting on thriller novels if you get all your news with the other? Is a Russian-Chinese ber that there are always strings attached, | ghansdidn’t do enough. You cannothand | Mr. Thor: I am a voracious consumer of good not to base a thriller on. I only hope I
on national security issues, and news and their authors, “The Real Book Spy,” from Facebook groups, alliance a permanent fixture on the even if said strings are not immediately anation freedom and democracyonasil- | news.Iam always looking at stories and can get the book complete before the real-
outlets have sought out his opinion about | dubbed Thor’s character Scot Harvath Thor says. international stage? visible. Bottom line—is the juice worth ver platter. They have to want it more than | examining them from different angles. world events break wide open.
the threats facing America. “America’s favorite hero.” Mr. Thor: Beijing is, in fact, growing the squeeze? anything else. They have to be willing to Ilike to ask myself, “What if it happened
With “Black Ice,” Thor shifts his focus I interviewed Thor by phone from his closer to Moscow. It is an uneasy mar- fight, bleed, and die for it. I think they are this way?” Or, “What if this happened Zachary D. Warner is a writer specializing
to the threat posed by the tremen- home in Nashville, Tennessee, about riage of convenience. Each has things the Mr. Warner: What is the greatest obstacle | too tribal, too fractured, for a shared na- instead?” in political commentary and book reviews.
JOSE LUIZ BERNARDES RIBEIRO/CC BY-SA 4.0
HISTORY After nearly 500 years, the ancient Ro-  for an army officer named Pertinaxto suc- Abust of worthy of Rome. For, just as if it had been  hands of disgruntled praetorians.

With His Life

The notorious

‘Auction of the Empire’
reveals what eventually
happens when

a civilization succumbs
to concentrated power
and corruption

Didius Julianus: The Roman
Emperor Who Bought the
Imperial Throne—and Paid

LAWRENCE W. REED

Does money buy high public office? It's a
contentious political question. The best
answer, it seems to me, is this: Sometimes
it does and sometimes it doesn't. Just ask
presidential hopefuls Jeb Bush and Michael
Bloomberg.

One occasion when money bought
the highest office in the land—in plain
public view—occurred in 193 A.D. in
ancient Rome. The position of emperor
of the Roman Empire was auctioned off,
and the winning bid belonged to a man
named Didius Julianus. Here’s the re-
markable story.

man Republic succumbed to the hazards
of the welfare/warfare state a few decades
before the birth of Christ. Replacing it was
the Roman Empire, an imperial autocracy
that lasted another 500 years. Don’t con-
fuse the two periods; the Empire, where
the liberties of earlier days succumbed to
concentrated power, was very different
from its predecessor.

During its first two centuries, howev-
er, the Empire coasted on past achieve-
ments. Though some of its early emperors
were ghastly—murderous tyrants (such
as Nero and Caligula)—the Empire un-
der Marcus Aurelius was largerin area and
influence than it had been in the days of
the first emperor, Augustus.

The death of Marcus Aurelius in 180 and
the subsequent 12-year rule of his violent
and erratic son Commodus ended the era
of Pax Romana (the “Peace of Rome”). With
the assassination of Commodus on New
Year’s Eve 192, many Romans no doubt
hoped 193 would bring a restoration of
peace and stability. That was not to be so.
Indeed, the new year was so tumultuous
that it would become known in Roman
history as the Year of the Five Emperors.

The elite unit of imperial bodyguards
known as the Praetorian Guard arranged

ceed Commodus as emperor. We know that
money played arole; Pertinax offered a tidy
sum of 12,000 sestertii each to the guards-
men, but it was done in the more typical
way (quietly and behind the scenes). Af-
ter 87 days in which Pertinax attempted to
clean house of Praetorian corruption, the
dissatisfied Guard stabbed and beheaded
the would-be reformer. That set the stage
for an act so brazen in its scope that the
next emperor would be remembered pri-
marily for that, and for not much more.

Knowing the Praetorian Guard could
be bought, two men appeared at its head-
quarters and presented themselves as ri-
val claimants for the Roman throne. One
was Titus Flavius Sulpicianus, who was
the father-in-law of the deceased Pertinax.
The other was 60-year-old Didius Julianus,
who had distinguished himself in both
politics and the military. In his “Chronicle
of the Roman Emperors,” historian Chris
Scarre notes:

“No attempt was made to hide the nature of
the negotiations: the praetorians stationed
heralds on the walls to announce that the
position of emperor was up for sale ... The
bidding went on for some time, but even-
tually the soldiers’ choice fell on Didius

Didius Julianus
at the Res-

13 TR idenzmuseum,
Bl — ’E Munich.

Julianus. He not only bid the higher price,
but also warned them that if they elected
Sulpicianus they might expect revenge at
his hands for the murder of Pertinax.”

This notorious “Auction of the Empire,” as
Edward Gibbon would call it centuries later,
was described by another historian who was
alive and writing as it happened, Cassius
Dio (155-235 A.D.). In his 80-volume his-
tory of Rome, he described the scandalous
episode this way:

“So when he [Didius Julianus] heard of
the death of Pertinax, he hastily made his
way to the imperial throne. Then ensued
a most disgraceful business and one un-

in some market or auction-room, both the
city and its entire empire were auctioned off.
The sellers were the ones who had slain their
previous emperor, and the would-be buyers
were Sulpicianus and Didius Julianus, who
vied to outbid each other ... They gradually
raised their bids up to 20,000 sestertii for
each soldier. Some of the soldiers would
carryword to Julianus, ‘Sulpicianus offers so
much; how much more do you make it?’ And
to Sulpicianusin turn, ‘Julianus promises so
much; how much more do you raise him?’
Sulpicianus would have won the day, being
prefect of the city and also the first to name
the figure 20,000, had not Julianus raised his
bid by a whole 5,000 at one time, shouting
the sum out in a loud voice and indicating
the amount with his fingers.”

Sold! One gigantic empire and the top po-
sition in it—for a mere 25,000 sestertii per
guardsman, or approximately the value at
the time of 10 horses.

Upon assuming the mantle of emperor,
Didius Julianus devalued the currency by
reducing the precious metal content of Ro-
man coinage. But not even that measure
made the price he offered affordable to him.
He never fully coughed up what he prom-
ised. After 66 days in power, he met the same
fate ashis predecessor—assassination at the

“But what evil have I done?” he is said to
have cried with hislastwords. “Whom have
I killed?”

Before the year was over, three other men
would attempt to claim the title of Emperor
until one man emerged as the unquestioned
ruler—Severus.

The Year of the Five Emperors was
drenched in power lust, scandal, and blood.
For the Empire, it was mostly downhill from
there. Whenitfell to foreign invasion in 476,
many Romans welcomed the invaders be-
cause they figured they couldn’t be worse
than their own rulers.

And, sadly, they were probably right.

This article was originally published
on FEE.org

Lawrence W. Reed is FEE's president
emeritus, Humphreys Family senior fellow,
and Ron Manners global ambassador for
liberty, having served for nearly 11 years
as FEE's president (2008-2019). He is the
author of the 2020 book, “Was Jesus a
Socialist?” as well as “Real Heroes: Incred-
ible True Stories of Courage, Character,
and Conviction” and “Excuse Me, Profes-
sor: Challenging the Myths of Progressiv-
ism.” His website is LawrenceWReed.com
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Wielding Deadly
Weapons of One Kind
or Another

Safety rules and precautions are called for

(Left) Wyatt Dennis (C) of Piedmont, South Dakota,

JOHN FALCE stated outdoor activities dear to a child’s )
. ) at his free lemonade stand, surrounded by supporters.
joy. I'm not usually prone to screens. I

Commentary don'’t play video games, and in my house, (Above) Wyatt has kept records of everyone who

his summer, I've accomplished

a variety of things. I've been

swimming, running, tree-

climbing, board-game-play-

ing, and too many other hap-
pily carefree activities to list. Apart from
all of those activities, however, shooting
holds a special place in my heart.

Hardly a day goes by that I'm not occu-
pied in the backyard, honing my marks-
manship with a BB gun. I'm here to tell
you firsthand, no other pursuit could be
dearer to any little boy’s heart.

Nevertheless, as any little boy’s mother
will tell you, guns are dangerous. You
could shoot your eye out. My father was
the one who first introduced the four
weapon safety rules. Three out of four of
my siblings are boys, and four out of four
of us can recite the rules by heart. Even
my youngest brother, “Baby Cowboy,”
knows his target and what'’s beyond it
when he wields his orange-capped toy

TV airs exclusively on a Friday night. As
for social media, I'm a total stranger.

House rules for the internet were
conservative as well. It had to be used in
clear visibility, on an approved website,
with no straying allowed. I would never
have been alone, in my room, with the
internet, if classes hadn’t moved online.

But, amid loud little brothers, suddenly
out of school, it was deemed necessary
for peace, quiet, and studiousness that I
excuse myself to a private location to at-
tend online classes. Online classes, how-
ever, can be dull, to put it mildly. And an
idle mind on the internet is a recipe for
disaster.

Superficially, it wasn't the gravest of er-
rors—I strayed off task, and out of class,
onto a random internet link. It was only a
simple advertisement for a math website,
leading to cheesy math-related games—
but it was against house rules. And I re-
spected those rules. Yet, I was surprised
to find how susceptible I could be when a

Navigating the internet and social media demands a great deal of care and caution.

visited the stand and where they're from.

8-Year-Old’s Lemonade Stand Raises
Over $30,000 for Children’s Hospital

EPOCH INSPIRED STAFF

An 8-year-old boy with a heart of gold and
awish to quench the thirst of hundreds of
bikers passing through the Black Hills in
western South Dakota during the annual
Sturgis Motorcycle Rally setup alemonade
stand thatbecame immensely popular and
raised more than $30,000 for a children’s
hospital.

“It'sjustbeen crazy,” Wyatt Dennis, a mo-
torcycle fan from Piedmont, South Dakota,

hard, you can get whatever your goal is,”
Robin said. In this case, it was a Lego set.
According to Fox News, not only did Wy-
att make enough money to buy what he
wanted, but he also donated about $200
to St. Jude’s Children’s Research Hospital.
Wyatt said he chose that specific hospital
because he “wants to help some kids out. I
want to help a charity with kids.”
Following last year’s success, Wyatt and
his parents decided to set up a lemonade
stand for the bikers this year, too, expecting

er at the stand, talk, and get to know each
other was really heartwarming, she said.

“It’s just really neat to see the biker com-
munity come together and see how gener-
ous they are,” Robin said.

Wyatt, who waved at all the bikers pass-
ing by, also has a book with the records of
all those who visited his lemonade stand,
which includes bikers from different states
in the United States, Canada, Mexico, and
England.

On one of the days, Gov. Kristi Noem also

pistol. While most of the safety rules flashy gimmick was presented. e loaded rifle, applying the four internet told The Epoch Times. the same crowd. On the firstday, Wyattsold  stopped by Wyatt’s lemonade stand.

may be intuitive, they’re a constant We all know that cyber warfare exists. . and screen safety rules with a conscious- His mother, Robin, couldn’t agree more: 20 gallons oflemonade within an hour; he This year, Wyatt’s donations from the
reminder to keep your guardup | Nations have weaponized the internet The consistent ness of real and present danger, the same “We've been overwhelmed with the gener- estimates he made about $700 that day. lemonade stand were divided into three
while handling a firearm. before. And on a microcosmic level, dan- appli(:ation of as for any other deadly weapon. osity of people in this, we never expected - On the same day, a biker named Tracy categories: 50 percent for college, 35 per-
Weapons safety doesn’t gers are all the more present. Cyberbul- . I hear classmates and friends talk of a small little kid’s lemonade stand to turn who stayed at the campground nexttothe  centfor St.Jude’s Children’s Research Hos-

just apply to guns, either. lying, child predators, and general brain precautums Call | their hourslavished on social media, into what it has.” K _Sf:_u':‘lh DakOt_&:jGOY' n stand stopped for alemonade. Duringthe pital, and 15 percent for a dirt bike.
Knife throwing, blow rot swarm the internet like mosquitoes, ke the diff and I wish thatI could caution them as Wyatt’s idea to begin a free lemonade ristiNoem paid a visit. next few days, she came by again. According to a Facebook post, Wyatt do-

darts (my grandfather’s transmitting irritation, sickness, and make e cr I've been cautioned, to keep them from stand emerged when he and his mom saw Impressed by him, she posted about his  nated $31,394 to the hospital.

proficiency in this field even death where they touch. ence between harm. When unmitigated screen usage motorcycles passing by from the deck of the cute lemonade stand on one of the rally’s Robin said she and her husband are very

remains, so far, unsur-
passed), and other tools
that can be utilized as a

Logically, I knew that temptation was
there, but I hadn’t fully appreciated that
I'was susceptible. Now, don’t get me

life and death.

is so much a part of our day-to-day lives,
how long can it be until one is hit by a
poison dart?

house they were about to own.
Wyatt, who is now going into third grade,
didn’tforget about it, and when the family
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websites. From there, word got out, and
Robin’s husband began to get text messages
from people about Wyatt’s lemonade stand.

proud of Wyatt, who she describes as an
outgoing and personable kid who doesn't
hesitate to talk to people, shake someone’s

means of defense or offense wrong, itisn’t that I don’t see the numer- Without serious self-discipline, un- bought the house the following year, he told We never ex- “We had no idea what [was|] happening. hand, or show gratitude to a veteran for

require vigilance. The consistent ous positive uses of the internet, too. Like regulated screen exposure poses serious his parents thathe was ready to put outhis , Wekind ofhad a freakout momentbecause  his service.
application of precautions can make the | anynew weapons technology; it has re- danger. lemonade stand. pected asmall we definitely did not have enough lemon- With the lemonade stand, Robin said she
difference between life and death. markable aspects. One day, I was shown We use the internet every day. Most of Asitwas hisinitiative, his parents made it litde kid’s le ade,” Robin said. and her husband weren’t trying to do any-
In today’s day and age, guns are by a friend the miraculous consumption us probably never consider the full extent clear that he would have to help with mix- Over the next few days, thousands of thingextraordinary or outstanding butjust
taboo in certain circles. But, in the right | of three Cokes in one moment. How but of the menace that lurks underneath its ing and serving the lemonade, and they monade stand people visited. Robin said that within five  teach their son about saving, spending,

context, they're also recreational and through the internet could I have other- harmless or even beneficial faccade. An would just be there to support him. Last o turn into minutes of setting up the table, about 40  and giving.
useful. With the proper caution and re- wise witnessed such an impressive feat? ad can appear completely unremark- year, they served about 20 gallons of lem- people would come over. “That’s kind of how we structure our life
spect for the power weapons command, | Butthrough this new technology, I've able at first glance. Once given attention, onade to the entire rally. what it has. “It’s just fun to see your kid interacting and what we've been taught,” Robin said.
shooting can be a valuable hobby. But also realized, one faces a greater threat however, it may lead to a trap. “We decided to do it for free because we with people,” Robin said. Seeing people  “I hope that he carries that with him for

before you fire a shot or hurl a tomahawk | than through most traditional weapons, Would you rest your finger on the trig- wanted to teach him that when you work Robin Dennis who didn’t know each other come togeth-  the rest of his life.”

into a target, here are the four weapon
safety rules:

because the chance of harm is more than
physical.

ger of a loaded pistol, off its aim? Eventu-
ally, that pistol is going to go off. And,

Know your target and what'’s beyond it. Well, after I cut class, my straying from John Falce is 13 years equally inevitably, one of those countless AL PHOTO8 COURTESY OF AN BRIGH AL CHALDINGY
Always maintain proper muzzle control. | cyber school was discovered. Mom and old. He lives with his everyday links will trigger a landmine. (Left) A monarch butter-
Keep your finger off the trigger until dad were swift to act. This time, it was military pilot father, The internet has been weaponized.

fly landed on the grieving
mom Ann Brigham
Chrudinsky’s hand after
her son passed away.

Florentine-trained artist
mother, two brothers,
and sister on a four-acre

Comifort for a Grieving Mother

you're on target and ready to shoot.
Treat all weapons as if they’re loaded.
Before you go throwing hot lead down-

my mother who presented us with a new
set of safety rules—recycled and adapted
to fit the modern dangers of the cyber

Good luck denying that. The likelihood
of danger grows nearly omnipresent, the
more carelessly we handle it. Like a gun,

range, keep those rules foremostinyour | world. Her repurposed rules “Internet hobby farm in Milton, the internet can be utilized for good or i i Knowing that people might not believe o
mind, just as my dad taught me. Those Safety Rules” are as follows: Fla. He is trying his for evil. And still, for of all its flaws, it has Ann Brlgham ChrudlnSky her, Chrudinsky asked the butterfly to stay r(:::r:gitg‘r?:gng;ms
rules, combined with a healthy respect Know your target and don’t go beyond it. | hand at raising pigs its purpose. on her hand. After snapping two photos, . >
for what you're holding, make or break Always practice proper screen control. when he’s not at school. In the end, no mom or dad will be able urges people tO heed the she thanked the butterfly and it flew away. Chrudinsky at his high

your conduct with a firearm.

Last spring wasn't the paradise of the
present. Stuck inside with the internet,
there was a dearth of time and space for
shooting or any other of those formerly

Keep your eyes off screens until you have
a safe, acceptable, and approved plan.

Treat all websites as if they’re loaded.

Since the dawning of the new rules, I
handle a screen with as much care as a

John got into writing
while obligingly editing
for his mother’s book. He
loves a good story and
hopes you enjoy this one.

to keep you safe from yourself. It’s up to
you how to use it: Will you employ safety
measures and the right judgment in your
online conduct? Or will you wind up toy-
ing with a threat beyond your control?

STONE36/SHUTTERSTOCK

DEAR NEXT GENERATION

puppies into the room all at once. Never
in my life have I seen such a storm of af-

paysyou a blatantly insincere compliment,
itbecomes an insult.

‘little signs’ around them

DAKSHA DEVNANI

Aday after her son’s death, a

Touched by what she witnessed, a tear-
ful Chrudinsky shared the heartwarming
episode with Ben’s former fiancée.

ool “I believe God allows those

signs to help us through
~.  grieving,” Chrudinsky said.

school graduation.

grieving mother spotted a r : . “ThankGod for the beauti- [E—
monarch butterflyjust10 & = S <59 . fulsignsandremindershe Bv the G
yards away from her. Re- | e . givesyou.” y the time

a monarch could mean a

calling that someone said [ & w

After this, she said, she
never again had a similar

Chrudinsky

fection. With tails wagging, face-licking =~ Mark Twain said he could live for six sign ofaloved one tryingto experience with a butterfly. learned about
(4 9 enthusiasm, andjustplain joy, the puppies weeks on a good compliment. But he also connect, sherequested it to Chrudinsky, who calls the denths of
| \ / I ake | \ / I e Feel I I I l Ortant happily greeted every one of us. Our most  added that any insincere compliment is land on her hand, and it did. herself “a writer by design,” Although he paid heed to his mother’s D
hardened guys melted. aninsult. And that any attempted apology “I was completely stunned,” wasraised in New London, Wis-  advice and even began to make progress his addicﬁ()n,
That'’s the epitome of and secret of “Make  for such an insult often becomes a second Ann Brigham Chrudinsky told The consin. After a traumatic end toher  inkeeping away from drinking alcohol, as e
. Me Feel Important.” If it’s important insult. Epoch Times via email. “T absolutely feltit ~marriagein 1998, she moved with hertwo  well as getting to bed on time and getting it was full
=» Advice from our readers V— enough for you to meet someoneinthefirst ~ So look for something genuinely good was a sign from God.” sons to Northwoods to startanew. Over the  up before sunrise to work at a job he liked, blown and des -
to our young people If'iC’s imporf place, do it enthusiastically—lookthemin  aboutapersonyouaremeetingand then,and Chrudinsky, from the ruralnorthern Wis-  years, she has worked as a journalist for  he couldn’t keep at it for long and eventu- . .
the eye, smile, and wag your tail. only then, honestly compliment them on it. consin city of Tomahawk, losther 23-year-  a regional daily newspaper, a managing ally spiraled out of control. tructive to his
Everyone has a sign around their neck say- tant enough Ionce had a dear friend who always dis- And always remember to smile and wag old son Ben to suicide on July 3, 2019, after  editor of a weekly hometown newspaper, a “I didn’t know he had started drinking life: sh id
ing “Make Me Feel Important.” f t played such enthusiasm. For example, if  your tail. he’'d had a hard battle with alcohol addic-  general manager and advertisingdirector  heavily again until it was too late,” Chru- ¢, she said.
When our Harley Davidson motorcycle or you to you ever asked George to do something —Elmer Johnson tion and depression. of a newspaper, and a grant writer. dinsky said.
club rode to visit Guide Dogs for the Blind meet someone with you such as get a cup of coffee, he'd A day after his death, the mother of two Chrudinsky shared a greatbond with Ben. Since losing her son to suicide, Chru-
in Bradenton, Florida, we all sat in a big . never simply say OK, but instead loudly couldn’thold back her tearsand waswalk- ~ The twowould go to the moviestogether,go  dinsky says it’s her “heart’s desire to keep
circle on the floor. Then they released the in the first reply, “I'd love one.” And George genu- What advice would you like to ingher dogin the eveningwhenshesawa onwalks, enjoy drawing and writing, and  families from having to endure the loss of
place do it inely appeared always glad toseeyoueven ~ £ive to the younger generations? monarch butterfly floating awayasthesun leave each other handwritten notes. a loved one to suicide because they feel
’ when you know, in real life, that is not al- We call on all of o ders to share th was casting a glow on everything. Ben, as Chrudinsky described, was ex-  there is no other escape.”
enthusiasti- ways possible. Later on, when I attended ti ;:Iae ss C :}u es ﬂ:‘ ; tr(j:fii;sri ghst :':3 © As news of her son’s passing gotaround,  tremelyintelligent, a gifted artist, a self-ad- After her experience with the monarch
amemorial service forhimataverylarge ,on g, and pass the torch, if you will afriend on Facebook had posted thatsee-  vocate, a devoted son with a greatsenseof  butterfly, she urged people to pay attention
Cally look St. Petersburg church, the sanctuarywas  hou éh your wisdom and hard-earned ingamonarch meantthatalovedonewas humor, and someonewholoved hisfriends  to thelittle things that she refers to as “little
them in the overflowing with his friends. Police had  experience. We feel that the passing down nearby. At the time Chrudinsky chose to  deeply. signs” around them.
. to be hired to control parking and direct  of this wisdom has diminished over time, ignore the sentiment and thought the per- However, by the time Chrudinskylearned “The wind in the trees when there aren’t
¢ve, smlle, and traffic. Those people and others were and that only with a strong moral founda- son was just offering comforting words. aboutthe depths ofhisaddiction, “itwasfull-  any other trees swaying, for example, or the
B (ail George’s life. tion can future generations thrive. Choosing not to walk toward it, she in-  blown and destructive to hislife,” she said. = dragonfly that seems to just hang
wag your taik. But there is also a downside to hail-fel- ) . stead said aloud: “If you're with Ben, land “He entered some serious counseling around you for a long time before
low-well-met type enthusiastic people. You Sendyour advice, along with your full name, on my hand,” and she raised her hand to  and sought addiction treatment. His so-  flying away ... these things maybe
. state, and contact information to NextGen- . . . . .9, . T
absolutely must be honest and genuine. eration@epochtimes.com or mail it to: above waist height, with a bent elbow, brietylasted two weeks, unfortunately, as  coincidence, but it’s comforting,
There is nothing worse than a flatter- ' ' slightly away from her body. he tried to ‘white knuckle it’ because, like ~ Chrudinsky said. “Take it, and don’t
ing type, “phony” person who is merely  Next Generation, The Epoch Times, 5 “It flew directly over to my hand and any23-year-old, he justwanted to be with  let anyone else tell you you're just grasp-
patronizing you. And when such a phony  Penn Plaza, 8th FI. New York, NY, 10001 landed,” Chrudinsky said. his friends and lead a ‘normal’ life.” ing at anything to hang onto aloved one.”

GREYLILAC/SHUTTERSTOCK
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EDUCATION

Go for the Gold: Some Advice for Students

INSTA_PHOTOS/SHUTTERSTOCK

JEFF MINICK

Heads up, gang! Are you ready for books,
tests, teachers, and study?

It doesn’t matter what sort of school you
attend. It doesn’'t matter whether you're
in fourth grade or a college freshman.

It doesn’t matter whether you spent last
year in a classroom or distance-learning
in your kitchen. Here are some tips that
will help you meet your full potential as a
student this year.

Be Present

Come to the classroom ready to learn.
Before the class begins, have the requi-
site books, notebooks, and homework
out on the table. If the classroom has
open seating, sit near the front, where
there are fewer distractions. Once the
class begins, pay attention. Take notes.
Listen and learn.

A special addendum for college stu-
dents: Show up. Don’t cut classes except
in the case of a true emergency. You're
paying money—in some cases, big
bucks—to listen to a professor. Don’t
throw the money or your education away.

Be Prepared
So you were supposed to read Ray Brad-
bury’s short story “The Veldt” for your
seventh-grade English class or Tolstoy’s
“The Death of Ivan Ilyich” for your col-
lege lit course. Maybe you forgot about
it or maybe you put it off and ran out of
time, but either way, it’s not good.

When you come unprepared for class,
you can't really follow a teacher’s lec-
ture or participate in discussions. Even
worse, at least from the standpoint of
humiliation, you'll be bumbling around
if the teacher singles you out and asks a
question.

Be prepared. It’s not just a lesson to learn
in school. It’s alesson to learn for life.

Be Organized
In her book “That Crumpled Paper Was
Due Last Week: Helping Disorganized
and Distracted Boys Succeed in School
and Life,” Ana Homayoun stresses the
importance of organization and the vi-
sualization of goals for young men. (The
book would also work for girls.) An es-
teemed academic counselor and speaker,
Homayoun also teaches her readers how
to resist peer pressure and to avoid the
anxiety sometimes caused by school.
During my years as a teacher, I found
that lack of organization was a fun-
damental reason for a student’s poor
performance. An example: When I would

Being preparedis a
good lesson to learn not
only for school but also
for life.

L =

Let me say

il again:
organize,
organize,
organize. You'll
be astounded
by how much
casier your

call for the class to turn in a paper as-
signed for homework, one or two of the
students would spend the next couple of
minutes digging through a backpack. If
they actually found the assignment, the
paper often looked as if the student had
wrestled with it while writing it.
Whether you're this student or a home-
schooler who spends 15 minutes a day
tracking down your Saxon math book, let
me say it again: organize, organize, orga-
nize. You'll be astounded by how much
easier your academic life will become.

Be Proactive

You're new to college, and the European
history professor has assigned a 1,000-
word paper on the Crusades. You com-
plete the paper, but because you wrote
so few essays in high school, you wonder
ifit’s any good. Here’s the next step: Hie
yourself off to the school’s writing center
and have one of the tutors read the paper
and help you make it stronger. That’s why
the college has hired these advanced
students. One young man I know, now

a successful attorney, often deliberately

idea what it meant. Yet I was too shy to
ask for further explanation.

Don'’t be passive. Take charge of your
learning.

Look Sharp

As ateacher, I sometimes wished I could
take photos of my classes and then show
them to the students. Some of them
looked as if they had just rolled out of bed.
Some had dressed as if they had chosen
their clothes in total darkness. Some sat
slumped at their desks, heads down to
avoid eye contact. Some looked bored,
and we hadn’t even begun class yet.

In contrast were those students who
sat erect, books, notebooks, and pens at
hand. Their bright faces and neat attire
testified they were eager to begin work.
They had clearly selected their clothing
to show they were all business in the
classroom.

Once I conducted an experiment with
my classes. I asked the students to dress
up on a test day, suggesting the boys
wear ties and the girls slacks or dresses
rather than jeans. The object of this
experiment, I explained to them, was to
discover whether they did better on that
day’s test by dressing for success. Al-
though most reported their clothing had
made little difference in how they had
tested, three boys wore ties to class for
the rest of the year.

Looking sharp can enhance being
sharp.

Dare to Be Great

Whatever happens with our schools this
year—lockdowns, masks, distance learn-
ing, and anything else—brush those
cobweb obstacles aside. Never give up
and never despair. You have one goal: to
learn. For most of you, this is your chief
task for this time in your life. So banish
boredom, take personal responsibility
for your education, stuff that fine mind
of yours with as much knowledge as pos-
sible, and aim for excellence.

THE LAND OF

Story=Books

by Robert Louis Stevenson

At evening when the lamp is lit,
Around the fire my parents sit.
They sit at home, and talk and sing,
And do not play at anything.

Now, with my little gun, | crawl
Allin the dark along the wall,
And follow round the forest track
Away behind the sofa back.

There in the night, where none can spy,
Allin my hunter’s camp | lie,
And play at books that | have read,
Till it is time to go to bed.

These are the hills, these are the woods,
These are my starry solitudes,
And there the river by whose brink
The roaring lions come to drink.

| see the others far away,
As if in firelit camp they lay,
And |, like to an Indian scout,
Around their party prowled about.

So, when my nurse comes in for me,
Home | return across the sea,
And go to bed with backward looks
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r ; At my dear Land of Story-books.
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DID YOU
READ THE

BOOK ABOUT
ANTIGRAVITY?
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The readingof
all good books is §
like conversation

with the finest

(people) of the

past centuries.

RENE DESCARTES,
FRENCH PHILOSOPHER (1596-1650)

ALLIMAGES BY SHUTTERSTOCK

AMERICAN
STRIKES

OIL

n August 28,1859, American businessman Edwin
Laurentine Drake (aka Colonel Drake) became
the first person to successfully drill for oil in the
United States.

Drake was hired by the Seneca Oil Co. to seek oil in
Titusville, Pennsylvania. After his men had spent some
time drilling at a total depth of 69.5 feet, they hitan

*  obstruction and left for the day. The men packed up for

: the day. On the morning of Aug. 28, they were surprised

1 tofind crude oil rising up at their digging site. Drake

1 wassummoned and the oil
-, wasdeposited into a tub.

His discovery and L5
method for drilling had =
a significant impact on =
the establishment of the
petroleum industry.

1. Edwin Laurentine
Drake.

2. Drake’s oil well, in
this file photo.

This
Week in
History

By Aidan Danza, age 15

(ANIMALS) SHUTTERSTOCK; (BACKGROUND) JEFF R CLOW/GETTY IMAGES

A small part of east Texas is called the “Piney

animals change in the prairie. The deer disappear
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academic life
will become.

took his papers to the toughest tutor in
the writing center, knowing that her
critique would improve both his writing
and his grade.

Or maybe you're sitting in your 11th-grade
chemistry class and the teacher is talking
about the “mole.” When he finishes, he asks
if there are any questions, but you don't
raise your hand and remain silent.

Big mistake. I know because I was
that student. Mr. Parker, my chemistry
teacher, would bring up the mole from
time to time, and though I could recite
the definition of the word, I really had no

Do these things, and you've just taken a
giant step forward into adulthood.

Jeff Minick has four children and a

growing platoon of grandchildren. For

20 years, he taught history, literature,

and Latin to seminars of homeschooling
students in Asheville, N.C. He is the author
of two novels, “Amanda Bell” and “Dust
on Their Wings,” and two works of non-
fiction, “Learning as I Go” and “Movies
Malke the Man.” Today, he lives and writes
in Front Royal, Va. See JeffMinick.com to
follow his blog.

HOMESCHOOL

Homeschooling Just Crossed the Tipping Point

ANNIE HOLMQUIST
Commentary

In the months before COVID hit, anumber
of my friends began a new phase of moth-
erhood by starting careers as homeschool
teachers. They expressed normal trepida-
tion, concerned they would fail, and by
extension, their children would.

Then the pandemic hit,
homeschooling became
the new way of life, and
my friends were sud-
denly homeschool
veterans, all settled
in and progressing
with their curricu- \
lum while everyone &
else scrambled to get
their act together. I T =
now hear a sigh of re- ‘\ﬁ' 2
lief and an eager “Yes!”
when I ask them if they're
glad they’re homeschooling.

They're not the only ones. Re-
cent data show that as much as
11 percent of the population is
homeschooling since COVID-19
hit. Bad news abounds these
days, but the soaring success of
homeschooling is a silver lin-
ing in the clouds of COVID and
chaos, suggesting we may have
reached a new tipping point.

Unfortunately, many try to tell
us otherwise, asis the case in arecent Na-
tional Review article by Sean-Michael Pi-
geon entitled “Homeschooling Can’t Be for
Everyone.” Yet theidea thathomeschooling

~ o
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With more parents
being able to work
from home, the
barrier to entry for
homeschooling
has been lowered

considerably.

LIGHTFIELD STUDIOS/
SHUTTERSTOCK

can’tbe a prominent part of the answer to
America’s educational crisis is misguided.

Pigeon argues that homeschooling on a
larger scale is unworkable because of the
costs and sacrifices required. “More af-
fluent families,” he says, “may not want
to dramatically decrease their standard
ofliving by cutting off an income stream”
while others “simply won't want to take

on the task of personally educat-
ing their children.” With the
increased ability of par-
ents to work from home
and the proliferation of
pandemic pods, the
barrier to entry for
homeschooling has
fallen significantly.
Besides, justbecause
afamily doesn'twant
tolive onareduced in-
come or doesn’t want
to spend time educat-
ing their children doesn’t
mean that it can’t be done. It
all depends on where you decide
to putyour time, talent, and trea-
sure.

The most interesting critique
Pigeon offers of homeschooling
concerns howbad ideologies will
continue to proliferate in schools
if parents don’t push back, and
how a mass exodus of students
from conservative families from
the public school system will ac-
celerate our cultural decline.

It’s here that it’s helpful to consider the
concept of tipping points. “Scientists have
found that when just 10 percent of the pop-

_—Y
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ulation holds an unshakable belief, their
belief will always be adopted by the ma-
jority of the society,” researchers at Rens-
selaer Polytechnic Institute reported in a
2011 study. Author Malcolm Gladwell has
also explored this phenomenon in his book
published in 2000, “The Tipping Point.”

A few years ago, homeschool students
made up roughly 3 percent of the student
population, making the tipping point a dis-
tant prospect. But as of fall 2020, 11.1 per-
cent of school-age households nationwide
reported homeschooling their children,
according to a recent U.S. Census Bureau
report. The homeschooling rate doubled in
many states and tripled or quadrupled in
others. Alaska continues to lead the pack,
with 27.5 percent of school-age households
homeschooling. One in five school-age
families in Oklahoma now homeschool
their children, while 18 percent of families
in Florida do the same.

Butit's notjustred states that are jumping
into the homeschooling game. Predictably
blue Vermont saw its homeschooling rate
rise from 4.1 percent to almost 17 percent.
New York’s rate rose from 1.2 percent to
10.1 percent, while Massachusetts grew
from 1.5 percent to 12.1 percent.

If we've achieved the tipping point so
quickly, who's to say the homeschooling
rate can’t grow further in the next few
years? And if it does grow more, who is to
place limits on it in terms of its ability to
change students’ ways of thinking, or the
education system as a whole?

Some may say such change is a pipe
dream. But those who say this are for-
getting that homeschooling does a great
deal to develop strong families, fostered

through increased togetherness. It’s this
strengthening of the family that will be
the commonality around which the tip-
ping point is created; the family, one of
Edmund Burke’s “little platoons,” can
achieve great things in changing the
course of a country.

“To be attached to the subdivision, to love
the little platoon we belong to in society,”
Burke said, “is the first principle (the germ as
itwere) of public affections. Itis the firstlink
in the series bywhich we proceed towards a
love to our country, and to mankind.”

Recent data show that
as much as 11 percent
of the population is
homeschooling since
COVID 19 hit.

If you're discouraged about the course of
the country, perhaps this silverlining in the
growth ofhomeschoolingwill give you cause
to take heart. It's always darkest before the
dawn. We're about to see the light arise as
thousands of American families abandon
the public education system and rediscover
learning and family at the same time.

Annie Holmquist is the editor of Intel-
lectual Takeout and the online editor of
Chronicles Magazine, both projects of
the Charlemagne Institute. This article
was originally published on Intellectual
Takeout.

exas has
a great amount

of variety.

First of all, it’s a simply
enormous state, and in
that way, encompasses

almost a “natural

crossroads.” From lush

A baby
wood duck.

A male
wood duck.

bayous and mangroves

in the far east, to arid
desert in the west, and
everything in between,

Texas is unique in
every way.
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A female
wood duck.

USE THE FOUR NUMBERS IN THE CORNERS, AND THE OPERANDS

(+, - AND X) to build an equation to get the solution in the middle. There may be
more than one “unique” solution but, there may also be “equivalent” solutions.
Forexample: 6+ (7 X3) +1=28 and 1+ (7X 3) + 6 =28

Easy puzzle 1

3 8

Solution For Easy 1

L+2x(€-8)

Medium puzzle 1:|
14 1 16 21 || 27

3 || 15

=)

Solution for Medium 1

+ |- %

—J

Solution for Hard 1

€-PL+GL+9L

£ x vl x (GL-91) L2-le+€x2e

Woods” by locals. Its trees include the longleaf
pine, the shortleaf pine, and the loblolly pine,
along with various broadleaf trees. The piney
woods stretch from east Texas into Louisiana,
Arkansas, and Oklahoma. It encompasses the
area east of Dallas and north of Houston.

While dominated by woods, it’s also quite
swampy. They contain bayous and sloughs,
essentially forests with water for a forest floor.
These sloughs are prime real estate for wood
ducks. Wood ducks nest in old woodpecker
holes. At two or three days old, the ducklings will
daringly jump from their hole into the underlying
water or leaf litter, at their mother’s call. The
woods also contain familiar animals such as
possums, deer, and raccoons.

Farther west are various types of prairie,
which is the landscape that dominates 3
Texas. In these prairies, there
are very few trees, replaced
by various grasses and
wildflowers. The

A prairie

dog. &

and squirrels give way to prairie dogs. The prairie
dogs are of particular interest. These are actually
ground squirrels but are called dogs because
of their doglike bark. They live underground in
vast colonies called prairie dog towns. Many
of the eastern birds, which prefer forests and
suburbs, are replaced by ground birds such as
the meadowlark, the dickcissel, and the bobolink,
as well as many other sparrows that enjoy the
seeds that are found in the prairie.
In the western tip of Texas, prairie turns to
desert; specifically, the Chihuahuan Desert.
The grasses give way to sagebrush and cacti,
and the animals again change. Here, there
are burrowing owls, rattlesnakes, and
roadrunners. Instead of trees,
woodpeckers make their holes in
the towering cacti. Here in the
desert, only 9.6 inches of rain
, falls per year, compared to
—_ 46.6 inches per yearin
= New York City.

Across

7  Agatha Christie genre (7)
8 Book’s introduction (7)
10 Inscriptionin a book (10)
13 Album (9)

16 Inexpensive book (9)

Down

1 “Superman” and “Spider Man” (10)
Book of rhymes (6)

Blank page (7)

Reference book listing (5)
Author’s protection (9)

Bookstore section (7)

© o o A W DN

First printing, often (9)
11 Leading leaf (9)

12 “The Lion, the Witch, and the
Wardrobe” genre (7)

14 “Goosebumps” genre (6)
15  “A Wrinkle in Time” Genre (5)

17 Place to check out books (7)
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Epoch Times
reporter Charlotte
Cuthbertson
interviews Yuma
County Sheriff
Leon Wilmot in the
desert by the U.S.—-
Mexico border.

Could Seeking the Truth and Upholding

Tradition Be a Full-Time Joh?
It is just that at The Epoch Times.

We are the fastest-growing independent news outlet in America. And we are hiring.

Do you have what it takes to work with us on this epic journey? There is only one way to find out.
Apply by sending an email with your resume and a cover letter to one of the addresses below.

To learn more about the positions, visit www.TheEpochTimes.com/c-job-openings

Economics and
Business Reporter

New York Reporter Breaking News Reporter

Full-Time

US Regional Reporter
Full-Time

Senior Reporter
Full-Time

» Cover local and state news of
national relevance

* Positions available in every
U.S. state

* Requirements: a bachelor’s
degree and two years of
experience as a professional
reporter

 To apply, send your résumé,
cover letter and three or more
samples of your work to
careers@epochtimes.com

China Columnist
Freelance

» Cover an assigned beat, including e Cover news on one of a number

avariety of U.S. national topics
and world news

* Requirements: a bachelor’s

degree in journalism or a related
field and five years of experience
as a professional reporter

* To apply, send your resume,

cover letter, and three or more
samples of your work to
careers@epochtimes.com

of assigned beats, including
City Hall, police, schools and
transportation

* Requirements: a bachelor’s
degree in journalism or a related
field and two years of experience
as a professional reporter

» To apply, send your résumé,
cover letter and three or more
samples of your work to
careers@epochtimes.com

China Reporter
Freelance

Cover economics, business and
finance news
« Bachelor’s degree and two
or more years of journalism
experience, preferably with a
focus on business/economics
» To apply, send your résumé, a
cover letter, two or more samples
of your work, and three references
to business@epochtimes.com

Australia Reporter

Cover breaking news in the United
States and around the world

At least 2 years of experience in
news reporting

Send your résumé, a cover letter,
two or more samples of your
work, and three references to
newsroom@epochtimes.com

Wire Editor, US
or Australia

* Contribute sharp-eyed
commentaries and analysis on
the latest hot-button issues
related to China

* We are especially interested in
work that can provide insight
into the Chinese regime’s global
ambitions, the latest issues
affecting Chinese society and
economy, and China-U.S.
competition

* Requirement: Expertise in a

field related to China, including
experience in conducting
independent research or research
for a think tank or nonprofit, or
having a professional background
related to China, such as military
experience or analyst experience
To apply, send your author

bio, two or more samples

of your work, and pitch an

idea for an article to
djyeditor@epochtimes.com

« Cover topics related to China

« Atleast two years of professional
journalism experience required

* Toapply, send
your résumé, cover letter, two or
more samples of your news
writing, and pitch a story idea to
djyeditor@epochtimes.com

« Cover local, national and Pacific
news in Australia

¢ Abachelor’s degree and one
year of professional news writing
required

« To apply, send your résumé, two
references, a cover letter, and
samples of your work to
hr@epochtimes.com.au

Edit and publish wire content

as well as content from partner
providers

To apply, send your résumé, a
cover letter, two or more samples
of your work and three references
to newsroom@epochtimes.com

Travel Editor Magazine Layout Designer Customer Success Trainer Assistant Food Editor Food Reporter

» Shape and execute travel content * Design and layout magazinesand ¢ Train customer success * Help shape and execute food * Write feature articles about time-

strategy, manage day-to-day
operations, work with staff
and freelancers, and offer our
audience travel stories that
inspire and inform

* A minimum of five years
experience in journalism, with
at least two years’ experience
editing travel

* Toapply, send
your résumé, a cover letter, two
or more samples of your work,
and three references to channaly.
philipp@epochtimes.com

other print and digital products

* Requirements: bachelor’s degree

in graphic design or marketing
and two or more years of related
experience; advanced knowledge
of Adobe Indesign, Illustrator, and
Photoshop

* To apply, send your

résumé, a cover letter, portfolio,
and three references to
careers@epochtimes.com

representatives on how to handle
customer queries and customer
service skills

* Requirements: more than one
year of experience in training,
coaching, or quality assurance

 Send your résumé, a cover letter,
and two references to
cx@epochtimes.com

content strategy, build and work
with a team of writers, and manage
day-to-day operations, including
editing and occasionally writing
a wide range of food and cooking
articles for web and print

* Requirement: four or more years of
journalism experience, with at least
two years of experience in editing
food content, including developing
and editing recipes

» Professional cooking experience
preferred, including culinary school,
restaurant or catering jobs, and test
kitchen work

» Toapply, send your resume, a cover
letter, three to five samples of your
work to food@epochtimes.com

honored culinary traditions and
recipes, from across the U.S. and
around the world

Requirement: two years

of professional journalism
experience, preferably with

a focus on food. Professional
cooking and/or recipe
development experience is a plus.
To apply, send your author bio or
résumé, three to five samples of
previously published work, and
1to 3 story pitches to
food@epochtimes.com

We are an equal opportunity employer and all qualified applicants will receive consideration for employment without regard to
race, color, religion, sex, national origin, gender identity, disability, protected veteran status, or any other characteristic protected
by law. We will consider for employment qualified applicants with criminal histories consistent with applicable law.



