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TAIPEI, Taiwan—The United States can 
learn from Taiwan how to confront the Chi-
nese regime’s disinformation, according to 
a recent report by the Washington-based 
think tank Center for Strategic and Inter-
national Studies (CSIS).

The report, titled “Protecting Democracy 
in an Age of Disinformation: Lessons from 
Taiwan,” analyzed campaigns from China 
that spread misleading information about 
Taiwan’s 2020 presidential election and the 
COVID-19 pandemic.

The United States has also seen mislead-
ing information about the pandemic and 
the 2020 election being promoted on social 
media via Chinese officials and fake bot 
accounts originating from China.

The think tank acknowledged that “the 
disinformation campaigns carried out by 
the Chinese Communist Party (CCP) are 
often obscured by the secrecy and opacity 
of the CCP’s ‘united front’ approach, which 
makes it difficult to accurately diagnose 
and right-size the problem of disinforma-
tion, complicating efforts to craft effective 
solutions.”

But the Taiwan government’s tactics, such 
as setting up a fact-checking agency and 
promoting internet memes that dispel false 
news, can prove effective, the report noted.

China’s Methods
China’s United Front Work Department 
(UFWD) is an executive CCP agency be-
hind Beijing’s “united front” efforts to 
persuade organizations or individuals to 
spread the Party’s propaganda, both inside 
and outside China. In October last year, 
the U.S. State Department designated the 
Washington-based National Association 
for China’s Peaceful Unification, which 
is controlled by the UFWD, as a foreign 
mission for its “malign influence” in the 
United States.

Beijing sees Taiwan as a renegade prov-
ince, despite its status as a self-ruled island 
with its own democratically-elected gov-
ernment. It seeks to bring the island under 
its fold, no matter through military actions 
or peaceful means. The latter includes the 
tactics of spinning Taiwan’s public opinion 
in Beijing’s favor—by persuading Taiwan-
ese to lose faith in their democracy or em-
brace the Chinese regime’s calls for greater 
integration between the two sides.

“Taiwan’s very existence as a democrat-
ic rebuke to the socialist authoritarian 

model offered by Beijing has likely further 
strengthened China’s resolve to degrade 
and erode domestic faith in the durability 
of the island’s democratic institutions,” the 
report said.

Beijing’s disinformation has thus targeted 
Taiwan’s politics and social events.

The different channels available to Beijing 
to carry out such disinformation, such as 
recruiting Taiwanese businesspeople with 
significant activities in the mainland to 
advance CCP-friendly interests in Taiwan, 
make it difficult to determine whether a 
case of disinformation is “Beijing-backed” 
or “China-linked,” the report noted. Of-
tentimes, there is no specific or verifiable 
evidence pointing to the involvement of 
Chinese state-backed entities.

“[W]hile it is certain that Beijing is behind 
a rising number of disinformation attacks, 
it is not true that they are behind them all. 
Local Taiwanese play their own part in 
originating, disseminating, and amplify-
ing domestic disinformation,” according 
to the report.

Examples
Citing a 2019 report by Taiwan’s National 
Security Bureau, the think tank identified 
several main methods of Chinese disin-
formation.

The CCP distorts real news stories from 
Taiwan, and spreads it through Chinese 
state media and social media, where the 
content is likely to be picked up by Taiwan-
ese social media platforms.

It also skews information about con-
troversial news topics in Taiwan and has 
Chinese internet trolls, including those 
from the “fifty-cent” army, spread it on 
Taiwanese social media, in order to alter 
Taiwanese public opinion.

In mainland China, the term “fifty-cent” 
army refers to internet users who are re-
portedly paid a meager 50 cents by the CCP 
for every comment they leave on news ar-
ticles and social media. On articles that 
portray the CCP positively, the commenters 
agree enthusiastically. On articles that are 
critical of the CCP, they react angrily and 
stoke nationalist sentiment.

The CCP also creates fake content and 
uploads it to content farms, which are 
websites with large collections of shallow 
or low-quality articles. The communist 
regime then waits for the fake content to 
be picked up by social media groups in 
Taiwan.

Finally, the CCP also directly feeds Tai-

wan’s pro-Beijing media materials, or 
provides them with reporting guidelines, 
with the goal of having other media outlets 
follow suit.

COVID-19
“As Covid-19 evolved into a global pan-
demic, Taiwan witnessed a steady increase 
in disinformation efforts centered on the 
disease,” according to the report.

COVID-19 is a disease caused by the CCP 
(Chinese Communist Party) virus, com-
monly known as the novel coronavirus. The 
virus originated from China’s Wuhan city 
before spreading to countries and regions 
around the world.

Taiwan has earned internal accolades for 
being able to effectively control the spread 
of the virus, after reporting its first con-
firmed infection case on Jan. 21 last year. 
As of Jan. 31, Taiwan has a total of 911 con-
firmed infection cases and eight deaths.

The think tank report cited several exam-
ples of disinformation, all pushing a similar 
narrative of the Taiwan government being 
ineffective at handling the local outbreak.

One Facebook user shared on a Facebook 
group that his mother learned from her 
high school classmate, a Taiwanese law-
maker, that the Taiwanese government 
wasn’t able to track down infected patients.

In another example, one Facebook user 
wrote that the local government quickly 
cremated a body, which the user suspected 
was a patient who died of COVID-19. The 
user insinuated that Taiwanese health offi-
cials refused to make the same assessment.

Forged Taiwan government documents 
have also circulated on the internet. One 
forged document was purportedly from 
the Taoyuan municipal government, an-
nouncing the city will be placed on lock-
down after infections were detected at one 
of the city’s hospitals.

Taiwan has never initiated lockdowns. 

According to local media reports, police 
tracked down the IP address of the person 
who posted the fake document, to a loca-
tion in China’s Hebei Province.

“Overall, the impact of their campaigns 
appears to have been limited,” the report 
said. “Many of the [online] posts made 
sloppy mistakes, often lapsing into main-
land linguistic conventions which revealed 
their true origin.”

The two regions sometimes use differ-
ent words in Chinese to refer to the same 
noun. For example, mainland Chinese use 
the words bao’an (保安) for “security,” but 
Taiwanese use baoquan (保全).

Taiwan’s Responses
The report applauded Taiwan’s responses 
to China’s disinformation campaigns.

Taiwan has relied on civil servants in 
different government agencies to timely 
respond to disinformation by publishing 
counter messages or memes on social me-
dia, written in a humorous or internet lan-
guage to enhance their appeal to people.

Additionally, the island has robust fact-
checking systems in place. The Taiwan 
FactCheck Center, a nonprofit established 
in 2018, publishes its review process and 
references for every factual assertion. Addi-
tionally, Line, a messaging app commonly 
used in Taiwan, hosts a fact-checking chat-
bot named Cofact, where users can forward 
questionable messages for Line’s editors 
to review.

“Taiwan’s multifaceted approach to dis-
information would not be possible without 
the high levels of public trust that exist in 
the country,” the report noted.

Global Views, a local magazine, polled 
1,032 people between Dec. 3 and Dec. 7 last 
year. The poll found that Taiwan President 
Tsai Ing-wen had an approval rating of 54.6 
percent. Meanwhile, Chen Shih-chung, 
Taiwan’s minister of health and welfare 
and the head of the island’s epidemic com-
mand center, had an approval rating of 74.3 
percent.

The report concluded that there needs to 
be extensive international cooperation to 
respond to China’s disinformation cam-
paigns.

“Democracies need to exchange intelli-
gence about Chinese efforts and share best 
practices on how to reduce and counter dis-
information campaigns,” the report said. 
“The efforts should include government 
agencies, media leaders, and civil society 
groups.”

Democracies need to exchange 
intelligence about Chinese 
efforts and share best practices 
on how to reduce and counter 
disinformation campaigns.      
Report by Center for Strategic and 
International Studies

OPINION

The Taiwan Domino Effect
Biden administration sends mixed messages to Beijing and Taipei, 
but fails to see what’s really at stake

DISINFORMATION

US Can Draw Lessons From Taiwan on 
Fighting China’s Disinformation: Report

Taiwan’s Minister of Health and Welfare Chen Shih-chung arrives at a press conference at the headquarters of the Centers for Disease Control in Taipei on March 11, 2020. 
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In the first week of the 
Biden presidency, the 
Chinese regime violated 
Taiwanese air space a 
record number of times, 

with record numbers of 
bombers and fighter jets.

The clear intent is to intimidate Taiwan 
and show them that they stand alone 
against China. The fall of Hong Kong to the 
communist Chinese regime less than a year 
ago provides the unmistakable context be-
hind Beijing’s current intimidation tactics.

Will the US Respond?
If the Chinese Communist Party (CCP) is 
fearful of U.S. President Joe Biden con-
tinuing the Trump administration’s policy 
against Chinese expansion in general, and 
against Beijing’s intimidation of Taiwan spe-
cifically, they have an odd way of showing it.

On the flip side, if the Biden administra-
tion had any plans to press China to main-
tain the status quo with regard to Taiwan, 
this would be the time to do so.

Yes, the U.S. aircraft carrier Theodore 
Roosevelt and its battle group are operat-
ing in the South China Sea for a Freedom 
of Navigation Operation (FONOP). But the 
desired impact of U.S. naval power in the 
area isn’t a foregone conclusion. The U.S. 
Navy is present in multiple oceans. Ulti-
mately, it’s policy and the will to carry it out 
that dictates a military power’s influence, 
not firepower alone.

And yes, the United States may continue 
to arm Taiwan, but not enough to alter the 
balance of power between China and Tai-
wan. Arming them is an annoyance, but 
not a strategic game-changer.

But of critical importance, as of this writ-
ing, there has been no official U.S. repudia-
tion of the Chinese regime’s behavior. That, 
in itself, sends the wrong message to China 
and other U.S. adversaries.

It’s at least as likely as not that the Biden 
administration is wishing and hoping that 
China goes slow in exercising its designs 
against the small island nation to avoid 
a politically inconvenient challenge to 
U.S. power in the region, and to the new 
president.

Weakness Accelerates Instability
But just the opposite is likely to occur. 

Biden’s silence and weakness practically 
invite it.

China has already protested the United 
States being in the area, saying that the U.S. 
naval presence is destabilizing the region. 
That, of course, is a false claim. American 
military and trade dominance have kept 
the region largely stable since the end of 
World War II. American hegemony has en-
sured the status quo of the region.

Destabilizing the region is exactly what 
the CCP wants, especially with regard to 
Taiwan. Sure, Beijing would prefer a clean 
and bloodless victory over the “rogue prov-
ince” that has bedeviled it since the Revolu-
tion. But if not, even with U.S. planes, tanks, 
missiles, and more, Taiwan would be un-
able to prevent the inevitable defeat in a 
committed effort by the Chinese regime to 
invade and conquer it without U.S. support.

Strategic Realignment in Asia–Pacific?
From a strategic perspective, the CCP seeks 
to fundamentally change the status quo 
by undermining U.S. power and influence 
in the region and around the world. Sub-
sequently, there would emerge a strategic 
realignment away from Washington and 
toward Beijing.

From that point of view, it seems prob-
able that Beijing is preparing the political 
and strategic ground for the next phase in 
their plans to establish a new era in the 
Asian Pacific region. That era began with 
the militarization of the South China Sea 
during the Obama administration, and pro-
gressed in 2020 with the destruction of the 
Hong Kong democracy under the cover of 
a global pandemic.

There is little doubt that Taiwan is next 
on the agenda.

That isn’t just speculation, either. Secur-
ing both Hong Kong and Taiwan are part of 
the official CCP near-term security plans. 
There is absolutely no reason to believe that 
Beijing will slow its plans now that Donald 
Trump is out of power.

In fact, with so much to gain, they may 
accelerate their plans.

The Taiwan Domino Effect
The conquering of Taiwan would have a 
much greater impact on the region than 
the CCP’s takeover of Hong Kong. Not 
only would Taiwan’s sovereignty, free-
dom, and advanced microchip technol-
ogy be lost to China, but U.S. defense 

credibility would suffer throughout the 
region, if not the world.

How would the Philippines, Japan, and 
South Korea, for example, view American 
defense commitments if China was allowed 
to devour Taiwan?

The answer is that U.S. influence in the 
region would be correctly regarded as be-
ing at best, unreliable. Japan and perhaps 
South Korea may be inclined to develop a 
nuclear deterrent of their own to counter 
China’s expansion. The Philippines, on the 
other hand, may well decide to decouple 
from the United States and try to cut a deal 
with the Chinese regime.

Would Australia and New Zealand think 
about downgrading their relationships with 
the United States? Or would they too try to 
make their own separate peace with China?

All of these scenarios are certainly pos-
sibilities. Beijing’s regional and strategic 
footprint could expand quite rapidly, with 
quantum leap in its global influence at the 
direct expense of the United States.

A Global Domino Effect?
But the shockwaves could even be felt well 
beyond the Asia–Pacific region.

In Europe, for example, NATO allies could 
rightly view the U.S. defense commitment 
to protect them against Russian aggression 
as impotent. Without a credible U.S. defense 
guarantee, NATO’s ability to act cohesively 
would be severely damaged. A new Euro-
pean alliance structure could potentially 
replace it.

In the Middle East, particularly regard-
ing Russia, Iran, and Syria, would any of 
those regimes fear reprisals from a Biden 
administration for attacks against Israel or 
U.S. interest in the region?

Why should they? Biden was part of the 
vacillating Obama administration that 
guided Russia into Syria and funded Ira-
nian state terrorism.

And would the recent peace treaties be-
tween Israel and Islamic nations remain in 
place? That, too, is uncertain.

Under a weak and China-friendly Biden 
administration, the U.S. posture toward 
Taiwan is amorphous, at best, and threat-
ens U.S. global hegemony.

Does the Biden administration have a clue 
of how important the Taiwan policy is?

The Chinese regime will certainly test us 
on it.

Perhaps they already are.

Taiwan’s President Tsai Ing-wen (C) listens while inspecting military troops in Tainan, southern Taiwan, on Jan. 15, 2021. 
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Destabilizing the 
region is exactly 
what the CCP 
wants, especially 
with regard to 
Taiwan.

James R. Gorrie is 
the author of “The 
China Crisis” (Wi-
ley, 2013) and writes 
on his blog, TheBa-
nanaRepublican.
com. He is based in 
Southern California.

Views expressed 
in this article are 
the opinions of the 
author and do not 
necessarily reflect 
the views of The 
Epoch Times.
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A year after the CCP Virus outbreak in 
China’s Wuhan city seeded a global pan-
demic, Beijing has redoubled its efforts to 
spread unfounded theories that the virus 
originated in the United States.

The disinformation offensive propelled 
by Chinese diplomats and state media 
came as a World Health Organization 
(WHO) team arrived in the country to 
investigate the origins of the virus. Mean-
while, Chinese state media have stirred 
up a smear campaign against U.S. vac-
cines as the regime’s “vaccine diplomacy” 
has suffered setbacks around the world.

Chinese foreign ministry spokesperson 
Hua Chunying was the first to revisit the 
conspiracy theory. She said during a Jan. 
18 press briefing that the United States 
should invite WHO experts to “conduct 
origin tracing” in the country.

“If the United States truly respects facts, 
it should open the biological lab at Fort 
Detrick, give more transparency to is-
sues like its 200-plus overseas bio-labs,” 
she said.

Chinese state media then piled on, raising 
questions about the activities at Fort Det-
rick, a prominent military biomedical re-
search lab in Maryland, which helped make 
the topic go viral on Chinese social media.

Days earlier, as a WHO team arrived in 
Wuhan, the outgoing Trump administra-
tion called on the health body to press the 
regime for access to records at the Wu-
han Institute of Virology (WIV) to assess 
whether the outbreak could have been 
the result of a laboratory accident. The 
State Department said the United States 
had “reason to believe” that several WIV 
researchers became sick in autumn 2019, 
before the first identified virus case in 
Wuhan, “with symptoms consistent with 
both COVID-19 and common seasonal 
illnesses.”

Gordon Chang, author of “The Coming 
Collapse of China,” said the regime “has 
a lot to hide, especially its activities at the 
Wuhan Institute of Virology.”

“In desperation, Beijing is trying to di-
vert global attention to our Fort Detrick,” 
Chang said in an email.

According to a Jan. 2 Daily Mail report, 
then-U.S. Deputy National Security Ad-
viser Matthew Pottinger told a group of 
global politicians that the latest U.S. in-
telligence has indicated the virus which 
causes COVID-19 leaked from the WIV.

“There is a growing body of evidence 

that the lab is likely the most credible 
source of the virus,” Pottinger said, ac-
cording to the outlet.

Beijing’s swipe at U.S. labs marks the 
latest attempt to deflect blame after its 
coverup of the outbreak in Wuhan, which 
enabled the disease’s global spread. Last 
March, a Chinese diplomat infamously 
suggested, without evidence, that U.S. 
soldiers could have brought the virus 
into the city. Hundreds of athletes from 
the U.S. military were in Wuhan for the 
Military World Games in October 2019.

Those claims sparked a fiery backlash 
from the United States and Western gov-
ernments, but it didn’t stop the regime 
from peddling other unsubstantiated 
theories throughout the year that the 
virus originated from outside China.

In the past few months, Chinese state 
media have misrepresented comments 
by foreign experts to suggest that the out-
break came from overseas, such as Italy. A 
now-retracted paper by Chinese research-
ers also claimed that the outbreak started 
in India before spreading to China.

Chinese officials have latched onto 
these reports to frame a new narrative 
that the virus emerged from multiple 
places around the world before reach-
ing Wuhan, a theory dismissed by most 
Western scientists. The claim has been 
promoted at the highest levels of the 
CCP’s leadership with Foreign Minister 
Wang Yi saying on Jan. 2 that “more and 
more research studies have shown that 
the pandemic is likely to have emerged 
in many places around the world.”

Officials have also fanned the theory 
that the virus was brought into China 
through frozen food imports, despite the 
WHO saying there is no evidence that 
people can catch COVID-19 from food 
or food packaging.

Smearing US Vaccines
The disinformation front took aim at an-
other target in recent weeks: U.S. vaccines.

The regime, keen to use its COVID-19 
vaccines to burnish its global image, suf-
fered a setback earlier this month when 
a late-stage trial in Brazil found that a 
vaccine developed by Chinese state-run 
drug company Sinovac was only 50.4 per-
cent effective, just enough to pass the 50 
percent threshold required for regulatory 
approval.

Days later, Chinese state media and per-
sonalities seized on reports of deaths in 

Norway and Germany after people re-
ceived the Pfizer vaccine, to question the 
safety of the vaccine. The media reports 
also suggested that Western media were 
suppressing the news. In Norway, its 
health agency has since said there is no 
evidence so far of a direct link between 
the vaccine and the deaths. In Germany, 
the deaths were determined not linked to 
the inoculations.

Beijing is “trying to discredit America’s 

In desperation, Beijing 
is trying to divert global 
attention to our Fort Detrick.   
Gordon Chang, author of “The 
Coming Collapse of China”  
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COVID-19 vaccines because their vac-
cines are only marginally effective and 
perhaps unsafe,” Chang said.

Earlier this week, disinformation 
stoked by Chinese state media and of-
ficial social media accounts alleging that 
“WHO does not recommend Moderna 
COVID-19 vaccine” started trending on 
Weibo, China’s version of Twitter. The 
online posts were actually misrepre-
sentations of a WHO guidance issued 

on Jan. 25 which advised against use of 
the Moderna vaccine for those under 18 
or who are pregnant.

Chang believes Beijing’s disinforma-
tion campaigns won’t achieve its purpose 
because “they are divorced from reality.”

“In any event, the Chinese people will 
eventually let the world know what hap-
pened,” he added. “The Communist 
Party’s moves have been so inhumane 
that they will not allow its lies to stand.”

austin Bay

On cue, White House 
press secretary Jen Psaki 
has signaled that Presi-
dent Joe Biden’s admin-
istration isn’t prepared 

to seriously confront the 
complex and immediate 

threat communist China poses to Ameri-
can security and world peace.

Earlier this month, Secretary of State 
Antony Blinken acknowledged during 
his confirmation hearing that commu-
nist China presents a formidable problem 
and added that former President Don-
ald Trump’s administration “was right 
in taking a tougher approach to China.” 
The tough approach was “helpful” to U.S. 
foreign policy.

For a Blinken moment, it looked as if the 
Biden administration might get China 
right, too.

But in her Jan. 25 press briefing, Psaki 
soft-pedaled. The new administration, 
she said, starts “from an approach of 
patience as it relates to our relationship 
with China.” She then unloaded a diction-
ary’s worth of Beltway jargon, promising 
consultations galore and an “interagency 
process” review “in order to take a multi-
lateral approach to engaging with China.”

Psaki’s telltale word is “patience.” Strate-
gic patience—the diplomatic term—quick-
ly becomes strategic negligence and po-
tentially submissive appeasement. At best, 
strategic patience is a reactive response.

Patience plays into Beijing’s hands. Chi-
na’s territorial aggression in the South 
China Sea is a fact. Beijing exploited 25 
years of American patience to expand.

China’s pervasive and interconnected 
covert campaign of military and industri-
al espionage, intellectual property theft, 
unfair trade practices, and political infil-
tration (often lubricated with economic 
bribes) is an immediate threat that ex-
ploits patience.

China’s American spy operation has 
no historical precedent. For almost two 
decades, Sen. Dianne Feinstein (D-Calif.) 
employed a Chinese intelligence source 
in her San Francisco-area office. For sev-
eral years, Rep. Eric Swalwell (D-Calif.) 
had very close ties to alleged Chinese op-
erative Christine Fang. Both Feinstein 
and Swalwell serve on congressional in-
telligence committees.

In 2015, Chinese cyber-spies penetrated 
the U.S. Office of Personnel Management 
and acquired personal information on 20 
million government workers, to include 
military personnel. American military 
personnel later received letters confirm-
ing hackers had acquired their detailed 
personnel files, including background 
investigations for security clearances.

StrategyPage.com observed, “Since the 
CIA recruits many ... field agents from 
former ... Special Operations Command 
personnel, many key CIA people were 
now much less secret.”

China’s OPM “identify theft” attack 
harmed American intelligence opera-
tions, perhaps for a decade.

The administration of then-President 
Barack Obama reacted to the attack with 
strategic patience.

Patience fails to confront the Chinese 
Communist Party’s primary diplomatic 
and gray-area warfare doctrine: a triad of 
intimidation, retaliation, and retribution 
directed at nations, organizations, and 
individuals with the courage to confront 
CCP aggression and malign activities.

At the moment, Beijing’s most overt acts 
of intimidation are its military probes of 
Taiwan. On Jan. 23, at least 12 Chinese 
aircraft (a mix of fighters and bombers) 
entered Taiwan’s air defense identifica-
tion zone. On Jan. 24, 15 Chinese air force 
planes intruded.

China conducted military shows of 
force—demonstrations to test Taiwan’s 
defenses but also gauge U.S. military and 
diplomatic reactions. China’s target: the 
Biden administration.

Japan confronts routine Chinese air 
and sea space incursions. China claims 
Japan’s Senkaku Islands, which are lo-
cated in the East China Sea. In a phone 
call with Japan’s defense minister, Biden’s 
new secretary of defense, Lloyd Austin, 
reaffirmed the U.S. commitment to help-
ing Japan defend its islands, to include 
the Senkaku.

That’s good. Now, Biden should make 
the same public commitment—on global 
television. He should also affirm Ameri-
ca’s commitment to defend critical Asian 
allies and mention Japan, South Korea, 
Australia, and Singapore.

Words, however, must be backed by 
deeds.

Biden must demonstrate proactive im-
patience, such as opening U.S. courts to 
U.S. corporations and individuals who 
have suffered economic loss from illegal 
activities by Chinese regime and corpo-
rate entities.

Another proactive deed: Continue the 
Trump administration’s “Clean Network” 
initiative, implemented to secure Ameri-
ca’s communication and energy grids by 
banning suspect Chinese equipment, like 
that manufactured by Huawei.

The most proactive deed: Recognize 
Taiwan as the free and independent na-
tion it is.

Austin Bay is a retired colonel in the U.S. 
Army Reserve, author, syndicated colum-
nist, and teacher of strategy and strategic 
theory at the University of Texas–Austin. 
His latest book is “Cocktails from Hell: 
Five Wars Shaping the 21st Century.”

Views expressed in this article are the 
opinions of the author and do not neces-
sarily reflect the views of The Epoch 
Times.

Biden must demonstrate 
proactive impatience, such 
as opening U.S. courts to U.S. 
corporations and individuals who 
have suffered economic loss 
from illegal activities by Chinese 
government and corporate 
entities.
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anus can improve the detection rate and 
reduce the false negative rate.”

But inaccurate Chinese-manufactured 
testing kits have long been a problem, since 
the pandemic began in China last year.

In February 2020, CCTV quoted the 
dean of China’s Academy of Medical Sci-
ences, Wang Chen, as saying that only 30 
to 50 percent of COVID-19 patients can be 
detected through nasal or throat swabs.

False negatives have frequently appeared.

On Dec. 5, 2020, Tianjin city an-
nounced a six-year-old COVID-19 patient 
after authorities tested the girl’s blood 
and found antibodies. Her lungs also had 
lesions.

The authorities said the girl’s father and 
grandparents were diagnosed on Nov. 19, 
2020, while she started to have COVID-19 
symptoms on Nov. 27, 2020. The results of 
seven tests of her nasal/throat swabs all 
came back negative.

On Jan. 17, state-run Xinhua reported 
that the majority of Chinese COVID-19 
patients tested negative before they were 
diagnosed.

The report didn’t give an exact accu-
racy rate for the Chinese-manufactured 
diagnostic kits, but quoted experts who 
said people need to be tested repeatedly 
to make sure that COVID-19 patients are 
detected.

At the time of writing, outbreaks in 
northeastern China remained severe.

Gu’an county in Hebei Province an-
nounced on Jan. 27 that no resident or 
vehicle should travel to Beijing.

Local authorities continue to discourage 
citizens from traveling for the upcoming 
Lunar New Year holiday, when people 
typically return to their hometowns to cel-
ebrate the traditional festival with family.

The Chinese civil aviation and railway 
authorities announced that the number 
of passengers they transported on Thurs-
day was about 70 percent less than the 
total last year.

EXC

OPINION

Beijing Again Suggests US to Blame for 
Pandemic as WHO Probes Virus Origins

It’s Time for American 
Impatience With China

Chinese Citizens Decry New Anal Swab Testing for COVID-19

to pick up anal swabs,” became a popu-
lar keyword search phrase on Chinese 
social media platforms.

Dozens of Chinese state-run media 
outlets posted a schematic diagram to 
show people how a nurse would take the 
anal swab from people, and explained 
that the process takes about 10 seconds.

State-run media also quoted medical 
specialists and doctors, who claimed 
that the anal swab would be more accu-

rate than a nasal or throat swab.
“The asymptomatic carriers and CO-

VID-19 patients with mild-symptoms 
can recover very quickly. In three to 
five days after the infection, their phar-
ynx will be virus-free,” state-run CCTV 
quoted an infectious disease doctor at 
Beijing You’an Hospital as saying in a Jan. 
23 segment. “Stool samples will contain 
the virus for a longer time.”

The doctor added: “testing from the 

niCole hao

Beijing and other Chinese regions have 
recently begun conducting anal swab tests 
on people, claiming that they can more 
accurately detect COVID-19 than the more 
commonly used nasal and throat swabs.

Chinese people expressed concerns 
about the new testing method—some-
times done in front of others at quarantine 
centers—saying it is an invasion of privacy 
and also extremely uncomfortable.

This week, several Chinese local gov-
ernments talked about performing anal 
swabs for nucleic acid testing, in addi-
tion to nasal and throat swabs, on “key 
groups” who are suspected of having 
contracted  the CCP (Chinese Commu-
nist Party) virus.

The new test was first introduced in 
Beijing, the country’s capital.

On Jan. 20, the Beijing city government 
announced at a daily press conference that 
it performed anal swab tests on 1,298 peo-
ple, who are students, teachers, and other 
staff at a school where a 9-year-old boy was 
diagnosed with COVID-19 on Jan. 18.

Soon after, Chinese media reported that 
residents in Hebei, Shandong, and Liaon-
ing provinces also had to take anal swab 
tests. They complained that the process 
was uncomfortable, while some said the 
procedure made them feel like defecating.

The new testing method caused a stir 
among citizens.

“I’d rather not travel than allow a nurse 

Antony Blinken speaks during his confirmation hearing to be Secretary of State before the 
U.S. Senate Foreign Relations Committee in Washington on Jan. 19, 2021.
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Health workers in protective suits in the Huangpu District in Shanghai on Jan. 28, 2021. 
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On Jan. 20, the 
Beijing city 
government 
announced at a daily 
press conference 
that it performed 
anal swab tests 
on 1,298 people, 
who are students, 
teachers, and other 
staff at a school 
where a 9-year-old 
boy was diagnosed 
with COVID-19 on 
Jan. 18.
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Health workers in protective gear spray disinfectant in a blocked off area in Shanghai’s Huangpu District on Jan. 27, 2021, after residents were evacuated following the detection of a few cases of COVID-
19 in the neighborhood. 
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Fan yu

HNA Group, the acquisitive conglom-
erate once synonymous with China’s 
global ambitions, has succumbed to its 
massive debt load and entered bank-
ruptcy proceedings at the behest of its 
creditors.

The Hainan-based company was 
served by its creditors on Jan. 29 in the 
provincial court to begin bankruptcy 
restructuring, the company announced 
on its WeChat board. Previously, a gov-
ernment-led effort to restructure its 
debts failed to sufficiently repay HNA’s 
creditors.

It’s been a precipitous fall for one of 
China’s highest-profile conglomerates. 
HNA was established by Chen Feng, who 
worked for the civil aviation authority 
before starting Hainan Airlines, the flag 
airline of the southern-most province 
in China and the crown jewel of HNA’s 
assets.

HNA gorged on debt and bank loans 
to fund its overseas asset purchases. 
At one point in 2017, the firm owned 
a sprawling portfolio of global assets, 
including a 25 percent stake in Hilton 
Hotels & Resorts, a 10 percent stake in 
German banking giant Deutsche Bank 
AG, CIT Group’s aircraft leasing arm, 
and California-based technology pro-
vider Ingram Micro. The company also 
counted financier George Soros as its 
largest foreign shareholder.

The acquisition spree ended in 2017 
when Beijing’s financial regulators 
cracked down on foreign acquisitions 
to stop capital flight out of China and 
protect its capital reserves. The timing 
of this roughly coincided with President 
Donald Trump’s escalating trade dis-
pute with China.

A group of companies including HNA, 
Anbang Insurance Group, Fosun Group, 
and Dalian Wanda Group came under 
intense scrutiny. In their heyday, these 
Chinese companies frequently outbid 
corporations and private equity firms 
in M&A auctions. But their acquisitive 
nature ended abruptly in 2017, when 

the risky insurer-turned-asset manager 
Anbang—famous for its takeover of the 
Waldorf Astoria hotel in New York—was 
itself taken over by Chinese Commu-
nity Party regulators and Chairman Wu 
Xiaohui was imprisoned on fraud and 
embezzlement charges.

Unloading Assets Since 2018
The China Development Bank (CDB) 
had been tasked with supervising HNA 
Group’s asset disposals since 2018. At 
its end state, HNA is expected to hold a 
portfolio of core assets anchored by its 
original business, Hainan Airlines.

The company’s ongoing restructur-
ing has been made more complicated 
due to the ongoing CCP virus pandemic. 
The associated travel bans and fewer 
Chinese going on vacations—Hainan 
is a popular vacation destination—has 
devastated Hainan Airlines’ fortunes. 
CDB and the restructuring managers 
were unable to come up with sufficient 
funding to adequately satisfy creditors, 
resulting in the recent bankruptcy an-
nouncement.

HNA sold its 10 percent stake in 
Deutsche Bank in 2018, several hotel 
and office buildings around the world 
including Radisson Holdings, and air-
craft leasing companies. Most recently 
in December, HNA sold Ingram Micro 
to private equity firm Ingram Holdings 
for more than $7 billion.

HNA and other conglomerates have 
been speculated to be conduits for CCP 
officials to circumvent China’s capital 
controls to funnel money abroad on 
behalf of top party officials. Compa-
nies such as HNA owned illiquid assets 
abroad—such as hotels, real estate, and 
other businesses—yet were thinly capi-
talized and had little liquidity to service 
their high debt load.

They also have complex and opaque 
entity structures, seemingly to disguise 
the true origins of ownership. Until re-
cently, HNA’s ownership structure is a 
complex web of cascading investment 
trusts, provincial and local government 
agencies, and small-business ventures. 

goBi east

Jan. 17 marks the 16th anniversary of the 
death of former Chinese Communist Party 
(CCP) leader Zhao Ziyang. When the demo-
cratic protest movement occurred in 1989, 
he stood on the side of the people. Conse-
quently, Zhao was purged from the Party, 
but he became a symbol of democracy.

Zhao, who was the general secretary of 
the CCP at the time of the Tiananmen 
Square Massacre, was placed under house 
arrest in Beijing until his death on Jan. 17, 
2005. The Chinese regime has since forbid-
den all media reporting about Zhao.

My trouble with the Chinese authorities 
began after my brief encounter with Zhao 
Erjun, the second child of Zhao Ziyang, 
in 2009. I was visiting my friend Shi Lei in 
Guangzhou city during the Spring Festi-
val. Recently, I found an old photo of the 
three of us.

Although I did not know Zhao Ziyang per-
sonally, I never thought that this meeting 
would bring me 10 years of surveillance 
by Chinese authorities. The day after I re-
turned to Shanghai from Guangzhou, I was 
approached by Chen Youwu, who was an 
official at the Political Security Department 
of the Shanghai police bureau at the time. 
Since then, I have been blacklisted by the 
CCP’s Ministry of Public Security for 10 
years.

My friend Shi died in 2010. He was a re-
tired commander of the Air Force, and 
operated a small airport. I suspect that he 
may have kept some secrets from me, as the 

cause of his death remains unknown and 
is shrouded in mystery. However, I believe 
he was murdered.

A lot of things have happened to me since 
then, and the events seem surreal. But one 
thing is certain: the CCP keeps a very close 
watch over the Zhao family and those who 
associate with them, directly or indirectly, 
are also implicated.

I was persecuted and harassed by Chi-
nese authorities when I returned to Guang-
zhou again. I stayed at a friend’s house. 
They even killed my friend’s guard dog 

and sent a group of elderly people to sing 
patriotic “red” songs in front of the house 
every day in order to drive me away.

As far as surveillance is concerned, 
Shanghai is the fiercest and Guangzhou is 
the most shameless. Shanghai sent people 
to watch me at all times, and personally ha-
rassed me from time to time; while Guang-
zhou used all sorts of despicable methods 
that I find difficult to describe.

During the five years before 2009, I 
worked hard to have a good life and I was 
doing well. I thought I could settle down 
in China for the rest of my life. However, I 
was imprisoned for seven years for politi-
cal dissent. Subsequently, I was surveilled 
by Chinese authorities and even my home 
was ransacked.

Then in 2018, I was forced to leave the 
country empty-handed. It’s all because I 
lived in a country ruled by the most evil 
regime in the world.

I fled to New York. During my time there, 
I wanted to serve as a campaign assistant 
for a local congressman, but someone tried 
to convince me to give up my anti-com-
munist stance because I would offend the 
pro-communist groups in the state. But this 
person couldn’t convince me to do so. I told 
him that the CCP took away the best years 
of my life in China. I can let go of my hatred 

toward the CCP, but I will never compro-
mise with such an evil regime.

Recently, I got upset over a social media 
post on Twitter which claimed that the 
Chinese people are satisfied with the CCP. 
The comment was a reply to former U.S. 
Secretary of State Mike Pompeo’s tweet, in 
which he called the CCP “a real threat” to 
the United States. I responded to the Twit-
ter user and said that if he really wanted 
to know the truth about the CCP, then he 
should ask the tens of millions of Chinese 
who were persecuted to death for their be-
liefs and subjected to forced organ harvest-
ing such as adherents of the spiritual prac-
tice Falun Gong, and the dissidents who 
are exiled. Many families have been torn 
apart as a result of the CCP’s persecution.

I came to realize that the communist 
specter has infiltrated the United States 
and the current environment is starting to 
remind me of what it was like when I lived 
in China. I believed the United States is a 
beacon of freedom and democracy, and I 
thought that I would live a normal life here. 
The American people are in danger of los-
ing their freedom and democracy.

When I look at that old photo with Zhao 
Erjun, it brings back painful memories. But 
there’s one thing I’m clear about: never give 
up upholding justice and truth.

Gobi East (a pseudonym) is a pro-de-
mocracy activist and was imprisoned 
for several years in mainland China for 
being a political dissident. Although he 
fled from China and went into exile in the 
United States in 2018, he continues to be 
persecuted and monitored by the Chinese 
regime. 

Views expressed in this article are the 
opinions of the author and do not neces-
sarily reflect the views of The Epoch Times.

Although I did not know Zhao Ziyang 
personally, I never thought that this 
meeting would bring me 10 years of 
surveillance by Chinese authorities. 
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Twitter Accounts Linked to 
China Sowed Discord Around 

US Election

Once High-Flying HNA Group Enters 
Bankruptcy Proceedings

Thirteen individuals ultimately con-
trolled 76 percent of the company 
through intermediary companies, 
while some of the upper-tier entities 
are registered with addresses of ob-
scure, insignificant apartment build-
ings or small businesses.

HNA’s Chen Feng, specifically, has 
been in the regulators’ crosshairs re-
cently. Late last year, he was barred 
from taking flights or going on va-
cation, according to a court order in 
Beijing. He also was banned from en-
gaging in any luxury spending such 
as staying at star-rated hotels, going 
to nightclubs or golf clubs, or buying 
luxury real estate. His children were 
prohibited from attending private 
schools.

More critically, he was left out of 
senior leadership at the company he 
founded. The nine-member Commu-
nist Party committee that operates 
HNA as a de facto board of directors 
left out his name, according to a Jan. 
21 report by the South China Morn-
ing Post.

That’s the clearest indication that 
the 68-year-old entrepreneur has been 
stripped of power at the company he 
founded.

tom ozimek

A sophisticated social media 
operation believed to be linked to 
China’s communist regime played 
a key role in spreading disinforma-
tion, sowing discord, and am-
plifying calls for violence during 
and following the U.S. election in 
November, a report from Cardiff 
University has found.

The Crime and Security Research 
Institute (CSRI), an interdisciplin-
ary unit at Cardiff University whose 
research aims to help “tackle local, 
national and global crime and se-
curity problems,” issued a two-part 
report on Jan. 27 that described a 
China-linked influence operation 
on Twitter that engaged with the 
presidential election and sowed 
discord.

The researchers found that the 
network spread anti-U.S. propa-
ganda, sought to portray anti-com-
munist sentiment in Hong Kong 
in a negative light, and amplified 
calls for violence before and after 
the Jan. 6 Capitol breach. While 
some of the Twitter messages 
the network pushed echoed the 
“themes used by the right-wing 
US ‘patriot’ communities in their 
messaging,” the “vast majority of 
the tweets referencing President 
[Donald] Trump were negative in 
sentiment,” the report found.

The CSRI team uncovered more 
than 400 accounts engaging in re-
lated suspicious activities, with the 
accounts shut by Twitter after they 
were flagged by the researchers 
and forwarded to the social media 
company.

Professor Martin Innes, CSRI 
director, said in a statement that 
while only Twitter can fully certify 
an attribution of a given account, 
an analysis by one of the institute’s 

research units that used open-
source traces “strongly suggests 
multiple links to China.”

Strong evidence of connection 
to China includes the use of the 
Chinese language, and when Eng-
lish was used, there was evidence 
that it was derived from machine 
translation tools, CSRI said. Other 
factors that point to links to China 
are a focus on topics of interest 
to Chinese geopolitical interests, 
account activity only during 
Chinese office hours, and limited 
activity during a Chinese national 
holiday.

“The behaviour of the accounts 
was sophisticated and disciplined, 
and seemingly designed to avoid 
detection by Twitter’s counter-mea-
sures,” Innes said, adding that the 
network seems to have been run as 
a series of nearly autonomous cells, 
with minimal links between them 
designed to protect the network as 
a whole.

Innes said that the evidence his 
team collected about the group’s 
activity “marks the network as a 
significant attempt to influence the 
trajectory of US politics by foreign 
actors.”

One key theme relating to the 
Capitol incident pushed by the 
China-linked actors was present-
ing the United States as a “chaotic 
nation on the verge of political 
collapse and major disorder,” the 
report found. Sometimes, this was 
in combination with anti-Trump 
sentiment, with the report citing as 
an example the message: “Trump’s 
final madness cannot stop his 
doomsday.”

Another major motif pushed by 
the China-linked actors was “the 
denigration of Hong Kong,” which 
included a portrayal of Hong Kong 
as marred by riot-related instabil-

ity, “ungrateful for China’s efforts,” 
and as struggling to cope with the 
COVID-19 outbreak, the report 
found. There was also a portrayal of 
UK and U.S. diplomatic efforts with 
regard to the crisis in Hong Kong as 
“interference.”

Still another focus of the propa-
gandists was COVID-19, includ-
ing “using the virus to slander 
multiple governments as incom-
petent,” using messaging against 
former President Donald Trump, 
in particular criticizing his refer-
ences to the “China virus.” The 
accounts also pushed the narrative 
that the CCP (Chinese Communist 
Party) virus originated outside of 
China, with the report citing as one 
example efforts to link the virus to 
a U.S. laboratory in Fort Detrick in 
Maryland.

While CSRI said that it can’t 
be certain that the network was 
backed by the Chinese regime, 
the report noted that the weight 
of the evidence strongly suggests 
that it was, and, “on the balance of 
probabilities, it is unlikely that the 
network operates without some of-
ficial awareness and/or guidance. 
This is significant given the levels 
of influence and interference in 
US politics that the accounts have 
engaged in.”

The report follows an assessment 
by former Director of National In-
telligence (DNI) John Ratcliffe that 
China interfered in the 2020 U.S. 
election.

“Based on all available sources 
of intelligence, with definitions 
consistently applied, and reached 
independent of political consider-
ations or undue pressure—that the 
People’s Republic of China sought 
to influence the 2020 U.S. federal 
elections,” Ratcliffe wrote in a letter 
to Congress.

One key theme relating 
to the Capitol incident 
pushed by the China-
linked actors was 
presenting the United 
States as a ‘chaotic 
nation on the verge of 
political collapse and 
major disorder,’ the 
Crime and Security 
Research Institute 
report found.

HNA gorged on debt 
and bank loans to 
fund its overseas 
asset purchases. 

An unnamed Chinese hacker uses his computer at an office in Dongguan in China’s southern Guangdong Province on Aug. 4, 2020.  
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OPINION

Chinese pro-democracy activist endures 
10 years of persecution

I Was Persecuted by the 
Chinese Regime After Meeting 
the Son of Pro-Democracy 
Figure Zhao Ziyang

courteSy oF gobI eaSt

Pro-democracy activist Gobi East (pseudonym) in this undated photo. 

The HNA logo on a 
building in Beijing on Feb. 
18, 2016.
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