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Like the food we eat, what we put into our

brains is just as crucial to our health.

Books and
Reading

Unlike the ephemera

of today’s articles and
blogs, great books
inhabit the mind forever

JEFF MINICK

earsago, I owned abookstore
in Waynesville, North Caro-
lina, where we sold used and
new books, and a healthy col-
lection of children’s literature.

One summer afternoon, awoman ac-
companied by two adolescent grand-
children entered the store. While the
kids browsed the shelves, the grand-
mother and I visited at the checkout
desk. At one point during our cordial
conversation, she looked at her grand-
children, both of whom were absorbed
in books, smiled, and said, “You know,
Idon’treally care what they’re reading
as long as they’re reading.”

Only the desire for a sale—like mostin-
dependent booksellers, I always needed
cash—prevented my reply: “That’s like
saying, ‘I don’t care what they're eating
as long as they’re eating.”

What we put into our brains is just
as crucial to our health as what we put
into our bodies. An example: Once at
Waynesville’s public library, I was stand-
ingbehind a young woman, age 16 or 17,
who handed thelibrarian a book she was
returning and said: “This should have a
warning label on it. It's put images into
my head that won'’t go away.”

The book was Thomas Harris’s hor-
rifying “The Silence of the Lambs.”

What we read does indeed matter.

And so do those books we don't read.

A Love Neglected

A talk with a New York friend prompt-
ed this article. We were speaking by
phone, and she mentioned that in the
past year she had been reading fewer
and fewer books.

“I'm online a lot,” she said, “and I'm
reading articles and blogs there, but
I'm not really reading real books. And
to me, there’s a big difference between
engaging with abook and reading some
column on my laptop.”

Continued on Page 2

Flipping the Script on the Abortion Narrative

and co-founder of pro-life nonprofit The
Radiance Foundation.
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When Ryan Bomberger was 13, everything
he knew about his origin story changed.

He already knew he was adopted—his
adoptive parents and siblings are white,
and he’s biracial, he said with a laugh, but
every adoptee goes through a process of
wondering why they were given up for
adoption. So to realize his birth mother
couldn’t keep him because he was the
product of rape was shocking.

“It was devastating to think of,” said
Bomberger, a creative professional and co-
founder of pro-life nonprofit The Radiance
Foundation. “You throwin a rewrite of your
origin story to the most violent form of con-

ception and that was really hard for me.”

“But because I was so loved by my par-
ents, [ turned that pain into something very
constructive,” Bomberger said.

Bomberger was adopted at just a few
weeks old into a family that showed their
love through actions and service to their
community around them. He was the first
of the children they adopted; almost every
year after that, over the next 12 years, his
parents adopted another child.

“So even though I'was conceived inrape,
I was adopted in love, and so I grew up in
a family of 15, where out of 13 children, 10
of uswere adopted,” he said. “We’re white,
and black, and biracial, and Native Ameri-
can, Vietnamese, some with physical dis-

abilities, some with learning disabilities,
but all adopted and loved.”

That Fringe Example
Bomberger’s shock turned into grateful-
ness, not bitterness. “That ‘Wow, she was
courageous enough to go through that,
horrific experience and still give me life,
still give me the gift of adoption,” Bomb-
erger said. His loving upbringing had given
him the foundation to see that life is a gift,
and that life has purpose.

A few weeks later, for an eighth-grade
persuasion speech assignment, he spoke
of his own story from a pro-life stance.

Continued on Page 4
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Unlike the
ephemera of
today’s articles
and blogs, great
books inhabit
the mind forever

Continued from Page 1

Her comments reminded me that I was
reading fewer books as well. Even in my
busiest days 30 years ago, when my wife
and I were raising children, running two
businesses, and working other jobs to try
to pay down our debt, Iread more thanIdo
now. Because I write reviews for aregional
weekly, The Smoky Mountain News, I do
read, butI consume those books for work
and under a deadline, and not for plea-
sure.

Since my childhood, reading had
brought me a special joy. No—more than
a joy. Reading books was my avocation,
perhaps even an addiction. Always I'd had
a book going, sometimes two or three at
the same time, but after my conversation
with my friend, I realized this lifelong
habithad, in the pastyear, seemingly van-
ished. Instead, I now spend several hours
a day, off and on, skimming sites on the
internet, looking for the latest news about
the pandemic, riots and unrest, and the
presidential election.

This is absurd.

Time to become areader of books again.

The Reset

Part of my problem, which began about
20 years ago, has to do with modern fic-
tion. I'll still pick up the suspense novels of
certain authors, or stories that have to do
with bookstores and librarians, or novels
by authors I've longloved like Anne Tyler,
but otherwise, most fiction written nowa-
days leaves me as cold as today’s snow in
myyard. Fantasy, romance novels border-
ing on pornography, tales from abroad,
and stories about murderers or deviants
crowd the new arrivals shelves of my lo-
cal library, and all would be as welcome
in my home as ... well, as Antifa wanting
to make my place an autonomous zone.

The political folks I read several years
back also hold little interest for me. Time
and again, their books have ridden home
with me in my Civic, only to gather dust
on the floor by my desk. Their arguments
these days are all too familiar to me from
my online excursions and are often dated
as well.

In terms of new books to read for plea-
sure and edification, then, history and
biography will become my companions.
Like reading, history has also been a life-
long passion, and the past, I believe, will
shine a light on my present and give me
the fortitude to face future trials. Should
it arrive in the mail on time, I'll start this
project next week with Michael Walsh’s
“Last Stands: Why Men Fight When All
Is Lost.”

Old Masters, New Friends

C.S. Lewis once wrote, “It is a good rule
after reading a new book, never to allow
yourself another new one till you have
read an old one in between.”

I doubt whether I can meet that stan-
dard, but confess my negligence of old
books distresses me. In my 20s and early
30s, I read many of the masters: Tolstoy,
Dostoevsky, Conrad, Chaucer, Cervantes,
Dickens, and so on. Later, I taught some
of these writers as well as Austen, Emily
Bronté, Shakespeare, Christopher Mar-
lowe, and Sophocles to the homeschooled
students in my seminars.

Again, for the past year or two, I have
read few older writers, and again intend
to change my ways. Having come across
mentions of Sir Walter Scott’s “Ivanhoe”
many times over the years without ever
having read it, I have begun that tale of
England set in the time of Richard I. I've
only read the first 30 pages or so, but I've
enjoyed the slow pace, the revived memo-
ries from my graduate school days when
I studied Medieval English history, and
some remarks that seem apropos to our
current political climate 200 years after
Scott wrote them. Here he describes the
animosity between the Norman conquer-
ors of England and their Saxon subjects:

“The royal policy had long been to weak-
en, by every means, legal and illegal, the
strength of a part of the population which
was justly considered as nourishing the

Author C.S. Lewis advised, “It is a good rule after reading a new book, never to allow yourself another new one till you have read an old

onein between.”
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The memorable
characters in books such
as Dostoevsky’s “Crime
and Punishment” or
Fitzgerald’s “The Great
Gatsby” lend these novels
enduring power.

Please tell us about
your favorite great
books—the ones that
have stayed with you
and perhaps changed
you for the better.
Email tradition@
epochtimes.com

or mail to Life &
Tradition, The Epoch
Times, 229 W. 28th
St., Floor 7, New York,

NY 10001.

mostinveterate antipathy to their victor.”

Sound familiar?

Up next may be Dostoevsky’s “The Dev-
ils,” which I once promised myselfto read
but never did; some ancient Greek plays
I've never explored; perhaps Eliot’s “Mid-
dlemarch;” and Halldor Laxness’s “Inde-
pendent People,” recommended to me by
afriend who knocks back book after book.

Inspirational Readers

That friend lives in North Carolina. Three
others, one in North Carolina, one in Vir-
ginia, and one in Minnesota, also remain
voracious readers, despite all the tempta-
tions of our digital age. Whenever I speak
with them by phone or in person, the talk
inevitably turns to the novel, biography, or
history theyre nowreading. Having awak-
ened to my own stunted literary state, I
intend to bring something to our conver-
sation the next time we speak.

So why should we wish to emulate read-
ersof booksin this digital age? Why decide
to make books important again in our lives
as opposed to the constant blur of online
articles?

Because most of what we read on the sites
and blogs we visitis ephemera. Here today
and gone tomorrow. Most of what I write,
forinstance, fits in this category snuggly as
afootin a shoe. I have no delusions about
my articles and pieces I send to various
publications; most will be read, perhaps
appreciated, and forgotten within a week.

The Bibliophile Is Back

But books—good books, great books—
inhabit the mind forever. Here’s an ex-
ample: Almost 50 years ago, I read Larry
Woiwode’s “Beyond the Bedroom Wall.”
This novel, nowlargely forgotten by today’s
readership, had a massive impact on me.
Woiwode’s story of the Neumiller family
hashaunted me for years, and even today,
two copies of his novel, one of which I gave
to my mother and retrieved after her death,
sit side by side on my bookshelves.

As for the Great Books, characters like
Heathcliff and Catherine in “Wuthering
Heights,” Raskolnikovand Sonyain “Crime
and Punishment,” the characters in “The
Great Gatsby,” Henry V in Shakespeare’s
play by the same name: These and a host
of others inhabit my brain like old friends,
loyal, always ready to be summoned up
when I need or want their company.

This year, I resolve to expand that circle
of friends.

Jeff Minick has four children and a
growing platoon of grandchildren. For
20 years, he taught history, literature,
and Latin to seminars of homeschool-
ing students in Asheville, N.C. He is the
author of two novels, “Amanda Bell” and
“Dust on Their Wings,” and two works of
nonfiction, “Learning as I Go” and “Mov-
ies Make the Man.” Today, he lives and
writes in Front Royal, Va. See JeffMinick.
com to follow his blog.
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DEAR JUNE

On Family and Relationships

Dinner

Conversation

Topics: Does
Anything
Go?

Dear June,

Is there such a thing as appropri-
ate topics to only converse about in
mixed company anymore? Or does
anything go?

My husband and I have a 12-year-
old daughter that we homeschool.
On a regular basis, we open our
home for dinner to get to know the

other families from the co-op better.

Two months ago, we had a family
over for dinner. After the husband

talked about overcoming an illness,

the outgoing mother shared of her
experiences of her water breaking
during each of her three children’s

births. The kids’ ages ranged from 8
to 13. It wasn't like this was a recent

experience. This struck me as odd
that she would share this personal
event in front of the husbands and
kids. It seemed to me this should
be a “ladies only” conversation.
Iinquired with my husband and

daughter after they left how they felt
about the conversation. My husband

admitted it made him feel uncom-
fortable. My daughter was “grossed
out” and kept wishing the mother
would stop talking.

The next month when we had
another family over for dinner, the
same situation occurred. After the

husband shared about healing from

arecent injury, the mother, whose
youngest is nine, shared about her
labor experience that led to a C-
section. I politely tried to cut her
off, explaining that  have a queasy
stomach when it comes to medical

procedures. The mother steered the
conversation from the gory medical
details to the disappointment of not

the husbands or kids were partici-
pating in the “family dinner.” Again,
I felt this was a topic to be shared in
private and not at a group dinner.

I will extend some grace, knowing
that the pandemic is causing many
of us to feel an impact from lack of
social connectivity.

My husband and I had our only
child when we were 40, often mak-
ing us 10 to 15 years older than the
other parents with a child our age.
Am I outdated to think there are
topics which you refrain from talk-
ing about in mixed company?

Fuddy Duddy

=¥ Dear Fuddy Duddy,

There most certainly are topics that
are appropriate for mixed company
and those that are not (details of
childbirth are not appropriate in
my opinion). However, it’s also true
that in certain circles, people are
comfortable sharing very intimate
information.

I can’t say why people feel it’s per-
missible to discuss intimate infor-
mation, other than it can feel good
to talk about one’s personal life, and
culture has been trending toward
informality for a few generations
now. Certainly pandemic isolation
may also be blunting our social
graces.

I do think it shows a basic lack of
respect and/or awareness to discuss
topics that make others present
feel uncomfortable. However, as
you said, we need to have grace for
others because most people don’t
intend for their conversation to bore,
disgust, or offend.

At the table, where the audience
is captive, my rule of thumb would
be that conversation should be as
pleasant and engaging as possible
for everyone.

Descriptions of things with an ick
factor are not suitable. I would say
childbirth should be ladies-only for
sure (I really cannot imagine any
man of my acquaintance being in-
terested in the details of this event).
As for illness recovery, this is prob-
ably not interesting to most young-
sters and so better discussed in
adults-only conversation, of course
with consideration for the interest
of others.

Dinner conversation is often the
result of where our minds have been
during the day, so when we cultivate
some knowledge and appreciation
for the beautiful and amazing things
in this world, our dinners will be
lively and interesting and broaden
everyone’s perspectives.

I'would love to hear from readers
what topics of conversation you have
found enjoyable for the table, and
maybe our older readers can chime
in about what they were taught
about table conversation etiquette.
Please send suggestions and topics
to tradition@epochtimes.com.

Sincerely,

experiencing a natural birth. Neither June

DEAR NEXT GENERATION:

The Beauty of “Wow Moments’

=» Advice from our readers
to our young people

VICTORIAN TRADITIONS/SHUTTERSTOCK

My husband and I have two daughters and
four grandchildren. Although our daugh-
ters did well in school and life has been
kind to them, they definitely dealt with a
lot of challenges during their school years
especially when they were young. I spoke
to them about “Wow Moments” to help
them through the disappointments in life.
I hope this can help other children keep
a positive attitude when life doesn’t seem
quite so “fair”:

When my kids were little, I spoke to them
about “Wow Moments.” Everyone gets a
certain amount of “Wow Moments” in
their lives. You never know when you'll
get to use one of your “Wow Moments.”
Sometimes you might really, really want
something so badly and you worked so
hard; but someone else wins, gets picked
for ateam or a play and you might bereally
sad. Butyou are only witnessing someone
else getting to use their “Wow Moment.”

The thing to remember about “Wow
Moments” is that you only get so many.
If everything you really, really wanted in
kindergarten happened, you might have
used up all your “Wow Moments.” As life
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Dear June,
I have recently been able to find
the contact information for a dear
friend. When I last wrote to this
friend, she was going through
a tough emotional time. I often
wonder if in my zeal to share all
of my news, I neglected to express
concern for her situation. Though
Ireally cannot remember exactly
what I wrote in the letter, I do know
thatI have not heard from her since.
(Note: We have both moved several
times since that last communication
and did not have cell phones yet.)
When I tracked her down this
month, it was her place of busi-
ness, so I left a message with her
receptionist. After two days of no
return call, I called again to get the
business mailing address in order
to send a Christmas card. I chose to
include my contact information “if
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would write to her again. In this
letter, I would share your reflections
that perhaps you were not sensi-
tive during her time of difficulty
and offer your apology if this was
indeed the case. This will allow her
to see that you do care and value her
friendship, and apologizing will also
give you peace of mind. It would
be good to reiterate that you would
be happy to renew your friendship
since you truly do care about her,
and because you are sincere, I don’t
think this is presumptuous or pushy.
There could, of course, be other
reasons why she has not respond-
ed—busyness, or perhaps she’sin a
profession that’s experiencing dif-
ficulty or extra work at this time due
to the holidays or pandemic.

Sincerely,
June

you want to be in touch.”

IfI offended this friend in any way;,
I'would appreciate the opportunity
to apologize, and wonder if there
is anything else I can do, without
seeming pushy or presumptuous?

Sincerely,

Do you have a family or relationship
question for our advice columnist,
Dear June? Send it to DearJune@
EpochTimes.com or Attn: Dear June,
The Epoch Times, 229 W. 28th St.,
Floor 7, New York, NY 10001.

Kathleen

=¥ Dear Kathleen,
If you have not yet heard from her
after the holidays have passed, I

unfolds, you'll see that what you thought
mightbe the beginning or the end isn't ex-
actly as big as you thought and you might
be really happy you didn’t use up one of
your “Wow Moments” back then.

The really great thing about “Wow Mo-
ments” is that they love company. When
you see someone use their “Wow Moment,”
you can be pretty certain they'd really ap-
preciate it if you would join in their cel-
ebration. Congratulate them. Be happy
you get to witness their special moment
just like you'd like to see others happy to
see you using your “Wow Moments.” Ev-
eryone has their own so don'tworryifthey
are using one of theirs. It will not lessen
how many you will still have. When you
don’t get to use your “Wow Moment,” just
remember kindergarten and know your
special moment just hasn’t shown up yet
because it just wasn't your special “Wow
Moment” time.

Some people don’t get to use their “Wow
Moments” until much later in life—great
careers, marriages, adventures. Some
people use them up quickly—great school
friends when they are young, being asked
to a dance. Just keep a positive attitude
and keep alook out for “Wow Moments”—
yours or others—so you won't miss any of
the good stuff in life. Believe in yourself,

June Kellum is a married mother of two
and longtime Epoch Times journalist
covering family, relationships, and
health topics.

be kind, and be joyful for others and you
will find yourselfin the middle of a “Wow
Moment” when you least expect it. Mean-
while, stay on your path you were meant
to walk, and life will unfold as it is meant
to be.

—Johanne Schwartz

Six words to be of real value to family,
friends, in the workplace, and especially
yourself:
“What canIdo to help?”
—Dave Stellingworth

What advice would you like to
give to the younger generations?

We call on all of our readers to share the time-
less values that define right and wrong, and
pass the torch, if you will, through your wis-
dom and hard-earned experience. We feel
that the passing down of this wisdom has
diminished over time, and that only with a
strong moral foundation can future genera-
tions thrive.

Send your advice, along with your full name,
state, and contact information to Next-
Generation@epochtimes.com or mail it to:

Next Generation, The Epoch Times, 229 W.
28th St., Floor 7, New York, NY 10001
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“I'realized I had a powerful story to tell,”
Bomberger said. The responses to his
speech were mixed, but for some it was
an illuminating and indelible one. “I can
almost never forget what abortion does, not
just the lives it destroys but the people it
would completely erase from other people’s
lives.”

“I'mactuallythe 1 percent that’s used 100
percent of the time to justify abortion,” Bom-
berger said. “My birth mom experienced
the horror and violence of rape, so I'm one
of those fringe cases, the exceptions.”

“There’s something so powerful and
disarming about my own story, because I
am that fringe example, that any time you
talk about abortion, it gets to that question:
‘Well, what about rape?”” Bomberger said.
He’s heard people who say they are pro-life
balk when it comes to that question as well.

“ILanswer that question. I'm that tangible
exampleright before them, and [ know that
isinlarge parta powerful part of it, because
I'take away that abstract. It’s easy to reject
something in the abstract.”

When a life is aborted, or not aborted,
thereis a powerful ripple effect. Bomberger
has never met his birth mother, but says if
he could, he would thank her for her coura-
geous act of life and show her that effect.
Because of her, he has become a brother,
husband, author, speaker, singer and song-
writer,an Emmy award-winning designer,
and much more, and his story has touched
many more lives.

Race and Abortion

About 10 years ago, Bomberger and his wife
Bethany founded The Radiance Founda-
tion and as a fledgling little nonprofit de-
cided to do an outdoor creative campaign.

In Georgia, Atlanta, 15 billboards went up
for TooManyAborted.com, stating: “Black
children are an endangered species.”

The billboards were placed in black com-
munities, because abortion marketing
and clinics have a decades-long history
of targeting minority communities, and
abortion hashad a particularly devastating
effect on the black population.

According to national data, white women
have 37 percent of the abortions and black
women have 36 percent, but black women
make up 13 percent of the national popula-
tion (compared to non-Hispanic whites at
60 percent).

“We highlighted the history of eugenics
of Planned Parenthood’s racist past and
unaltered present,” Bomberger said. The
response was polarized, as expected. There
was negative, skeptical coverage from lib-
eral media and strong support from pro-life
voices—and some civil rights leaders.

Alveda King, the niece of Martin Luther

bb

My parents
are
Christians,
and the most
important
thing they
(aught us is
to love one
another, and
we saw them
carry that out
not just in the
13 children
that they
loved and
cared for, but
the people
around them.

Ryan Bomberger,
co-founder, The
Radiance Foundation

Ben Watson in his
documentary “Divided
Hearts of America.”

cript on
Narrative
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King, Jr., keenly understands the abortion
narrative. She had two abortions herself,
and then a miscarriage and a divorce. She
later learned that in the 1950s, her mother
was pregnant with her as a college student
and was about to get an abortion—then
illegal, and an exploratory procedure—
but was stopped by her father who saw his
granddaughter Alveda King in a dream.
Since 1983, she has become a voice for the
unborn, and quicklylent her supportto The
Radiance Foundation’s work.

“The coverage was massive,” Bomberger
said. In fact, Planned Parenthood’s coordi-
nated response was very telling, he added,
astheyfeltthreatened to the point that they
called a conference of national bloggers
and journalists in their headquarters “to try
to figure out how to counter our message.”

“What happened after that was that
Planned Parenthood produced a 20-min-
ute documentary called “A Vital Service” in
direct response to our campaign,” Bomb-
erger said. The film highlighted the health
care that the clinics could provide black
women, because they have higher rates
of teen pregnancy, sexually transmitted
diseases, and cervical cancer. But the na-
tion was already shocked at the staggering
number of black abortions.

1
Al

COURTESY OF DIVIDED HEARTS OF AMERICA

Alveda King (C), niece of
Dr. Martin Luther King
Jr., speaks following a

meeting with President

Donald Trump and other
faith-based inner-city

leaders at the White
House in Washington,
D.C.on July 29, 2019.
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This racial targeting by the abortion in-
dustry is nothing new and has been going
on for decades, Bomberger said, but more
people understand it now. “There are lead-
ersin the black community where abortion
ishardest felt statistically, who are awaken-
ing to this; that’s a great victory,” he said.

A few years ago, former NFL player Ben
Watson gave a speech citing statistics that
more black babies were aborted than born
alive in New York City, and it made head-
lines. Fact-checkers picked up the story and
found the statistics true. The discrepancy
still hasn’t changed.

Abortionis a heated, divisive topicin the
United States. Watson recently made a doc-
umentary, “Divided Hearts of America,” in
which he spoke openly and honestly with
people on both sides of the issue.

Race is undeniably an issue in the abor-
tion debate—experts have already sounded
the alarm onrecord low birth rates, and the
black population is in the most precarious
position, with one interviewee citing sta-
tistics that if this continues, the trend will
be irreversible by 2050.

Watson said he has long known about
the statistics of how the black population
disproportionately makes up the number
of abortions, and has been driven to fight
against injustices all his life. “My reaction
has been to understand why,” Watson
wrote via email. “The more I've researched
and spoken to those directly affected, I've
found that there are several factors that
contribute to this dilemma.”

Watson found that Americans were
deeply divided on the topic of abortion,
but it wasn'’t at all a clear-cut left-versus-
right issue.

“There are nuanced points of view that
don’tget airtime on cable news. I'velearned
that the currentlandscape, especially po-
litically, is a recent development,” Watson
said. “In order to correctly address the pres-
ent, we must understand how we got here
and where we may be headed.”

Watson spoke to more than 30 experts,
legislators, doctors, women who have had
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abortions, people who survived abortions,
and fathers affected by abortions. “It touch-
es all of us in some way,” Watson said.

New Perspectives

When Bomberger started giving talks, it
took him to many prominent college cam-
puses, including Ivy League schools.

“I'm thinking I'm not worthy, this is an
Ivy League school, they're going to ask
these deeply intellectual questions—with
citations even. And it wasn't like that at
all,” Bomberger said. Instead, at Harvard,
people protested against him and activ-
ists screamed profanities at him. It was a
disappointing and poor reflection of the
school, he said.

But what was quickly revealed, Bomb-
erger said, was how little the pro-abortion
students really knew about abortions—and
people attending his presentations left with
broadened horizons.

“It depends on the lens which you look
at the world through: If I see them as my
enemy, I'm going to treat them the same
way some of them treat me, butIdon't. Isee
them as people who are worthy oflove and
worthy of dignity and respect, even when
they don't give any of it,” Bomberger said.

He admits itisn't easy to stand there and
smile when he’s being attacked, but his
faith in God is where his belief that all life
hasvalue comes from, and Bomberger lives
by his beliefs.

“Every life is equal and has irrevocable
worth, that's what drives me and Bethany,”
he said.

Bomberger comes to these presentations
prepared to talk about any issue—poverty,
Medicaid, incarceration rates, race—and
answers every question during the long
question-and-answer sessions afterward.
The abortion movement talks about critical
race theory and things such as intersec-
tionality, so many issues have become in-
extricablylinked, and Bomberger is happy
to address all of it.

“Those who come in self-identifying as
pro-choice, in many instances their minds

have been changed. I'm not saying every
student who comes in, but it’s really obvi-
ous. I've had students come up afterward
and say, ‘I wanted to hate you when you
came in, but you gave me a perspective that
I've never heard before,” Bomberger said.

“They get such a narrow, singular per-
spective on most of these college campuses,
they don't ever get a truthful perspective.
Harvard was the perfect example, the pro-
fessor I was debating knew nothing about
... abortion’s impact on the black commu-
nity. But this is why we do what we do. Our
campuses need more truth, not less.”

Aside from the 50 or so media presenta-
tions a year, the foundation also creates
fact sheets, memes, videos, and articles.
The Bombergers also have written two
books. The billboard campaigns, which
they began with, have met with more re-
sistance over the years as they've dealt with
companies that will put up pro-abortion
billboards (“Abortion is a family value”)
but refuse their pro-life advertising.

“They said our campaign is ‘an attack
ad’,” Bomberger said of their WhatAbor-
tionReallyls.com, with messages such as
“Abortion is lost fatherhood.” A billboard
thatsaid “Abortion endangers us” thatwas
put together with a coalition of black pas-
tors was also refused.

“That’s preventing us from doing what we
started out doing,” Bomberger said.

“My creativity, as far as I'm concerned,
is given to me by God,” Bomberger said.
“It’s always life-affirming, it’s always illu-
minating, it's always revelatory—that’s our
hope, that we reveal something different to
someone. They may have heard the mes-
sage a thousand times but because the way
that we've created or design it, they see it
differently and feel it differently.”

“My wife and I couldn’t do the work that
we do if we didn’t believe that we are all
created in God’s image.”

The Radiance Foundation is named for
Ryan and Bethany’s daughter Radiance.
The two met during a planning meeting for
a pregnancy center—Ryan was the singer

ALLPHOTOS COURTESY OF RYAN BOMBERGER UNLESS OTHERWISE NOTED

Ryan
Bomberger
speaks at
Harvard. He
has noticed
that students
are presented
with a “narrow,
singular
perspective”
at most college
campuses.

bb

Every life is
equal and has
irrevocable
worth, that’s
what drives
me and
Bethany.

Ryan Bomberger,
co-founder, The
Radiance Foundation

for the event and Bethany was working
on marketing—and Bethany was a single
mother at the time, who had her own un-
planned pregnancy. The couple now have
four children, two adopted, and the most
important thing Bomberger says he wants
to pass on to them is what his own parents
instilled in him.

“My parents are Christians, and the most
important thing they taught us is to love
one another, and we saw them carry that
out not just in the 13 children that they
loved and cared for, but the people around
them. I grew up watching my parents serve
those who were in need. And of course,
our family was in need, too—we were not
wealthy—so I grew up watching them just
pour out love for people,” Bomberger said.
“For my children, that is the most impor-
tant thing, to love one another and love
people who are hard to love, too.”

“Hand in hand, when you love God as
my parents did, the natural outflow of
loving God is loving people,” Bomberger
said. It may not be easy in our culture that
now seems more prone to hating first than
loving first, he added, but love is what en-
ables reconciliation and communication.
“People are alittle more responsive to love
than the dismissiveness of hate.”

Ryan
Bomberger
speaks

at Bishop
0’Connell
High School in
Arlington, Va.
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Fighting the Good Fight:

What I Learned at the Rally

JEFF MINICK

Here’s what I witnessed in Washington on
Jan. 6 at the Save America March.
Surrounding me were patriotic Ameri-
cans who had traveled from all parts of
our land to protest what they believed was
afraudulent election. My daughter’s friend
had secured VIP seating for our party, but
few people sat during the event. Instead,
many of them danced, tapped their feet, or
sang to the music from the loudspeakers.
Others chatted and laughed with friends,

stood on the chairs to snap pictures of the
enormous crowd, and enthusiastically ap-
plauded the speakers.

To the amusement of those who could see
him, amiddle-aged man with yellow-tint-
ed hair, silver earrings, and golden sandals
danced up and down the aisle. The three
women from Florida next to me bounced
up and down in time to the music, and
some of the teenage girls who were in our
group spent time braiding their friends’
hair.

Not only were most of these people

happy—the event seemed more like a big,
wonderful party than a protest—but they
were also kind and polite. Those slipping
through the crowd were always saying
“Pardon me.” When an older woman with
a walker fell, others rushed to her aid and
returned her to her chair. Noticing that I
was breathing into my hands—it was cold,
and the wind was brisk—one of the Florida
ladies offered me a small disposable hand
warmer. I declined, but appreciated this
sweet gesture.

After President Donald Trump finished
speaking, our group decided to skip the
march to the Capitol and return home. The
11 young people were exhausted, and all of
us were cold, and so we missed the may-
hem the media then used to characterize
the entire event.

Bad Times Ahead?

Now, we are facing what Joe Biden has pre-
dicted will be a dark winter. That winter
may last for months or possibly even years,
and some of us are undoubtedly disheart-
ened by the prospect of such a bleak future.

Hold it right there, my friends.

Long ago, an anti-drug advertisement on
television featured the catchphrase: “Just
say no!” We should say “NO!” to depression,
despondency, and fear every time those
swamp creatures rear their ugly heads.

Instead, let’s take some lessons from
those people I saw in the crowd on that
January morning.

Commitment and Attitude

That day I spoke with a man from Hawaii,
an ICU nurse from Wisconsin, some nuns
in full habit from Minnesota, and a couple
from Georgia. All of them had sacrificed
their time and money to attend this rally, to
protest what they believed a corrupt elec-
tion, and to take a stand for liberty.

And every one of them displayed a cheer-
ful and upbeat love for their country and
their cause.

We must do the same.

In the months to come, we must emu-
late that spirit of goodwill, pushing back
when we can against policies with which
we disagree, but aiming always to keep a
positive attitude. If we give way to despair,
we lose. It’s as simple as that.

Strength in Numbers

Many of us this past year, including me,
have often felt alone and isolated, sucked
down by a maelstrom of catastrophes.
The masks and social distancing of the
pandemic have brought a feeling of sepa-
ration, the riots of the past summer that
wrecked several of our cities filled us with
a sense of impotence and rage, and the
election results have surely left some be-
lieving all is lost.

Let’s take a lesson from that calm and
joyful D.C. crowd and break that feeling
of loneliness by joining together with
those who share our love for this nation.
We can link up with family and friends

through social media, yes, but even bet-
ter, we can throw dinners and parties
in our homes, we can gather people for
musical sing-along evenings, and we can
take time from our busy schedules to talk
with others—conversations that are as
healthy for us as vitamins.

The more ambitious might consider
giving their time, talents, and money
to groups who stand for American val-
ues and freedom. Women for America
First, for example, organized the rally in
Washington. We can go online and seek
out similar groups. Even better, those
who cherish America can work on the
grassroots level to bring change to local
governments, joining community groups
that seek improvement and advocate for
freedom.

Optimism and Sanity

A good friend and I talk every other day
or so about personal matters and politics.
With all the latest explosions—the main-
stream media deceptions, the silencing of
the president, the corruption in our politi-
cal system, the looming presidency of Joe
Biden and crew—]John is as discouraged
as I've ever seen him.

And as he said just this morning after we
discussed the headlines, “I feel like I'm liv-
ingin Bizarro World,” meaning he senses
the country is going off the deep end.

The people in the crowd I saw on Jan. 6
took a more hopeful view of the future.

They wanted Trump’s reelection, yet
many of them, including Trump him-
self during his speech, stressed that this
movement was bigger than one man and
that no matter what happens, together we
must carry on the battle for liberty.

To do so, we must first believe we can
win this fight for America’s soul. We must
also refuse to allow ourselves to be sucked
into the craziness of online speculations,
charges, and counter-charges, avoiding
the paranoia and fear that abound in to-
day’s public square.

If'we are (o make our
way through the coming

storm, we must stick (o
our principles and (ry in
our personal lives (o live
well and righteously.

Staying on the Right Path

The patriots surrounding me at the rally
reminded me of people I see every dayin
the streets and shops here in Front Royal,
Virginia: decent folks of all ages, races,
and creeds who work hard and who ap-
pear to lead virtuous lives. Like my fellow
Virginians, those I encountered in D.C.
struck me as men and women who hold

down jobs, who love their families, who
believe in law and order, and who honor
the Constitution.

If we are to make our way through the
coming storm, we must stick to our prin-
ciples and try in our personal lives to live
well and righteously. Some of us, perhaps
most of us, have fallen at times in the past,
but given the challenges ahead, now more
than ever we must practice moral recti-
tude, both to keep our own souls intact
and to inspire others around us.

Keep the Faith
In times like the present, circumstances
can tempt some believers to lose faith in
God. The shutting down of church ser-
vices for so many long months has doubt-
lessly damaged the spiritual practices of
some of the devout, and some in the me-
dia and in our culture will likely continue
to attack and denigrate religious faith.

But now is precisely the time—and I'm
directing these words at myself as well
asyou readers—when we believers must
look to God for succor and nourishment.
Like Aleksandr Solzhenitsyn in the Soviet
gulag, we can grow in our faith in times of
adversity. We can deepen our prayer life,
and we can join or form spiritual groups
that will encourage us in our struggles
with the secular world.

“In God we trust” is still the motto of
the United States of America. Those of
us who believe in God should make that

motto our own as well.

Woke Warriors
These past few years, especially 2020,
have opened the eyes of many citizens. To
steal a word from the left, we are “woke,”
albeit in an entirely different sense. The
sleep-walkers among us, those who were
going through their busy lives without
paying attention to the machinations of
some politicians, our big tech gang, and
our politically correct and cancel culture
radicals, have shaken off their somnam-
bulism and are now conscious of the de-
ceits and intentions of their enemies.

So, now is not the time to give way to
despair or to sink into apathy. No—now is
the time when we must join those patriots
in D.C. and put ourselves body and soul
into the battles awaiting us.

Let’s make the good, the true, and the
beautiful our banners and trumpets, and
never ever give up the fight.

Jeff Minick has four children and a grow-
ing platoon of grandchildren. For 20
years, he taught history, literature, and
Latin to seminars of homeschooling stu-
dents in Asheville, N.C. He is the author
of two novels, “Amanda Bell” and “Dust
On Their Wings,” and two works of non-
fiction, “Learning As I Go” and “Movies
Make The Man.” Today, he lives and
writes in Front Royal, Va. See JeffMinick.
com to follow his blog.
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Jack of All Trades

Man pays off $50,000 student debt

within a year by taking on 300 odd jobs

LOUISE BEVAN

A Hawaiian man has achieved a feat that
many students may deem impossible. He
has paid off more than $50,000 in student
loan debtin just 11 months by saying “yes”
to an incredible array of odd jobs.
Kamaka Dias, 27, graduated from the Uni-
versity of Hawai'i at Manoa and made the
decision to pay off his debt as quickly as pos-
sible after calculating what his expenses un-
der aloan repayment plan would look like.
“I'thinkitwould have been $500 a month
for 10years, and Iwould have paid $70,000,”
the Hilo native told KHON2, “so I was like,

m

‘Nope! I'm not going to do that.
Dias then launched his mission at the be-
ginning 0f 2020, callingit “The Race to $50K.”
He worked almost every day, document-
ingeveryjob, gig, chore, and milestone on
hisInstagram page as the dollars mounted.
Rather than charging for his time, he asked
employers to give what they wanted.

Working between Hilo and Oahu, Dias’s
list of odd jobs soon grew diverse.

“I picked up groceries, cupcakes, flowers,
food, weed-whacked, planted trees, cleared
bushes, raked leaves, painted, did dump
runs. Everything!” he told Hawaii News Now.

However, it wasn’t all manual labor for

ALLPHOTOS COURTESY OF KAMAKA DIAS

(Left) Dias took on many jobs, from cleaning to grocery runs.
(Middle) Dias dresses up as Buzz Lightyear for a 3-year-old’s

birthday party.

(Right) Dias also made cupcake deliveries.

the industrious graduate. He even offici-
ated a close friend’s wedding, walked and
bathed dogs, and dressed up as Buzz Light-
year of “Toy Story” fame for a 3-year-old’s
birthday party.

Dias launched his mission
at the beginning of 2020,
calling it “The Race (0 S50K’

During this period of time, Dias lived with
his parents to save money and used every
opportunity to be frugal such as choosing
not to eat an acai bowl that looked tempt-
ing until he finished his goal and could
finally treat himself. Word of mouth about
his mission earned Dias more and more
job opportunities, and by the end of the
year, he had logged more than 300 different
assignments.

“People have been inspired by the hustle,”

hesaid, crediting huge community support
for his success even during the pandemic.
One kind donor even gave Dias a car to
drive himself to jobs.

To give back to his supportive commu-
nity, Dias even donated his stimulus check
toward gift packs for hundreds of high
school seniors.

Dias made his final loan repayment in
December 2020. In total, he paid off $53,757
injust 11 months, proving to graduates with
loan debt everywhere that where there’s a
will, there’s a way.

“This journey finally comes to an end,”
Dias wrote on Dec. 6 on Instagram. “I'm
finally free, the weight is off my shoulder
and I can’t wait to start the next chapter in
my life ... DEBT FREE!!”

“I asked for it, so yeah it’s on me,” he said
of his student loans. “It’s my responsibility
to pay it back. So, I wanted to show people
that if you live a certain way, and you just
work hard, you can do it.”

Dias plans to write abook about his expe-
rience to further inspire others.

COURTESY OF LOUANN HAYS

arace.

(Left) Rebel Hays (L) and Paul Scott have beco
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me good friends. (Right) Rebel leads Paul during

Guiding Hand

4th-grade star athlete helps blind runner compete

in cross-country

LOUISE BEVAN

A fourth-grade star athlete has made
headlines for keeping up with high school-
ers. The selfless student is a guide runner
for ablind, autistic teen who needs a help-
ing hand on the cross-country course.

Rebel Hays, 11, of Fayetteville, Arkansas,
stepped up as a guide runner for ninth-
grader Paul Scott when West Fork High
School put out a call for volunteers.

Named “Fastest Kid in Fayetteville” for
his age bracket in 2019, Holcomb Elemen-
tary School student Rebel started out ac-
companying Paul on two-mile courses at
the beginning of the season. Connected by
a handheld rope, the pair then took on 5K
races with an eventual goal of completing
a 5K course in under 20 minutes.

Astheyran together, the pair also became
firm friends.

“Paul and Rebel’s story is so much more
than running,” Rebel’s mother, LouAnn,
told The Epoch Times. “Paulis also autistic
and so he doesn’t have many friends, and
so Rebel doesn't just guide him at races.”

They also spend time together, she said,
telling jokes and rehearsing card tricks.

Paul, grateful for his young guide’s direc-
tion, told WCNC that Rebel “directs me,
whether there’s a ditch or there’s hills.”
Rebel, he said, “inspires me to run faster.”

“IfIdon’trun this distance, I'm cheating
on Paul,” said Rebel, who was practicing
every day to keep up, “so  have to run this
distance, or this time, no matter what.” The
athlete admitted that the going gets tough,
but he loves the challenge nonetheless.

“I just wanna do it for Paul,” he said. “I
have to do it for Paul.”

In honor of their partnership, West Fork
High School shared a tribute to Rebel and
Paul on Facebook. Postinglast October af-
ter a 5K race in which the boys achieved a
personal record of 21 minutes, school rep-
resentatives said, “Rebel Hays [has] been
helping Paul all season long. Rebel is a stud
runner, but even more importantly, he has
ahuge heart! Thank you, Rebel! We all ap-
preciate you a lot!”

According to MileSplit Arkansas, which
provides Arkansas high school running,
cross country, and track and field news,
Paul said thathis goal this year was to break
21 minutes; although he fell short at the
Chile Pepper meet, he achieved it atthe Van
Buren Pointer Classic, finishing with a time
of 20:59:44. With assistance and guidance
from Rebel, Paul finished 59th out of 135
runnersin the 3A boysrace at the state meet
in Hot Springs in early November.

Paul still has one more year of eligibility
in cross country and has set a new goal of
under 20 minutes.

Wreaths to Remember

Nicole Pompei breathes new life into old military uniforms

LOUISE BEVAN

After the U.S. Air Force switched over
to new uniforms, a staff sergeant from
San Antonio, Texas, found a unique way
to memorialize her old ones. She repur-
posed the material into a wreath.

Nicole Pompei, 29, a former Marine
and active-duty airman, was looking for
ideas for what to do with the old uniforms
when the Air Force switched from Airman
Battle Uniforms to Operational Camou-
flage Pattern uniforms. In July 2020, she
posted her question on awomen veterans’
Facebook page, where many people rec-
ommended making a wreath.

Pompei admitted she had no idea how
to create one.

With support from her skilled mother,
who helped create the design, Pompei
made a prototype. After posting photos
in the veterans’ group, she was flooded
with requests from families who wanted
to honor theirloved ones in the same way.

Pompei then launched a website called
Wreaths by Nicole P. She has crafted more
than 200 wreaths since July.

“It just kind of blew up,” she told Fox
News.

One of Pompei’s most noteworthy com-
missions to date was from a friend’s cous-
in who wanted three military uniforms
from 1946 repurposed. Pompei admit-
ted feeling reluctant to cut them up but
is happy she did.

“Now they have a blended moment that
they can hold with them for a lifetime,”
she wrote.

Pompei’s creations come in a spectrum
of sizes and bespoke designs, with some
being patriotic with stars and stripes
while others are festive holiday themes.
Pompeirelies mostly on donated military
uniforms, supplementing with fabrics
that she buys herself. It takes four hours to
make one wreath from beginning to end.

The sergeant’s favorite aspect of her
unique hobby is hearing the stories be-
hind the uniforms and connecting with
military families across the country.

“I feel so honored that I can memori-
alize and honor their service,” she told
People. “I'have such respect for anybody
who has served in the military.”

Pompei’s creations have also elicited
very emotional responses from a number
of recipients.

“I often joke that my motto should be,
‘Wreaths by Nicole P: Making moms cry
since July2020,” she told KENS 5. “I cannot
tell you howmany times I've had custom-
erstellme therecipientbegan crying from
being so overwhelmed with their gift.”

“Each wreath tells a story,” Pompei said.

“Whetherit’s old uniforms stuffed in the
back of someone’s closet, to retirements,
birthdays, Christmas gifts,” she said,
“when I make each wreath, I get to learn
a bit about someone’s service and I get to
honor that service in a unique way.”

WREATHS BY NICOLE

|

Nicole
Pompei
shows some
of her wreath
creations.
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The Italian painter Canaletto famously painted this view of the Old Royal Naval College in Greenwich, London.

A Maritime Masterpiece:

Old Royal Naval
College at Greenwich

Greenwich Palace—the birthplace of the
Tudor monarch King Henry VIII—once
stood on the site where the Old Royal Naval
College now stands in Greenwich, London.

Known as “the father of the royal navy,”
Henrymade substantial investments in his
fleets. Located beside the River Thames,

the palace site was ideal for Henry to be
close to the docks where his favorite war-
ships, the Great Harry and the Mary Rose,
were moored.

Traces of the Tudor palace do remain
on the site, but most of the palace was de-
stroyed after it fell into disrepair during the

English Civil War (1642-1651).

In place of the palace is an astounding
testament to Britain’s maritime history:
the magnificent baroque-style Old Royal
Naval College, built during the late 17th
to early 18th century.

Before her death, Queen Mary II (1662-
1694) commissioned the Royal Hospital for
Seamen to be built at Greenwich for Royal
Navy retirees, although it was more of an
almshouse than a hospital. It took over 50
years to build and operated from 1694 until
1869. The hospital became the Royal Naval
College from 1873 until 1997.

Although preeminent architect Sir Chris-
topher Wren was appointed architect for
the new hospital, he was busily rebuilding
over 50 churches after the Great Fire of Lon-
don, so his assistant Nicholas Hawksmoor
completed most of the work.

3.

e

Wren believed that “architecture aims
at eternity,” and as such, he wanted the
hospital’s design to be timeless, said Will
Palin, former head of conservation at the
Old Royal Naval College, in an audio re-
cording.

The college complex consists of four
courtyard buildings that sit on either side
of a path that leads to the River Thames.
The purpose of this design was to allow
the view of the river from the Queen’s
House, which was set farther back, to be
unimpeded.

Built from white Portland stone, the
buildings mirror one another with a se-
ries of columns, capitals, pediments, and
colonnades, all of which lead to a harmo-
nious design. Under the matching domes
are the St. Peter and St. Paul Chapel and
the Painted Hall, which is a banquet hall.

OLD ROYAL NAVAL COLLEGE AND JIGSAW DESIGN & PUBLISHING 2010

(Clockwise) 1. The Painted Hall at the Old Royal Naval College in Greenwich, London, where hundreds of figures feature in Sir James Thornhill’s paintings celebrating Britain’s monarchs and its naval
and merchant might. 2. The proscenium arch connects the lower and upper Painted Hall. On the arch’s ceiling are the allegorical signs of the zodiac representing the constellations the seamen navigated
by. 3. The upper hall of the Painted Hall in Greenwich, London, depicts King George surrounded by his family to show the strength of his reign and the solidity of the Protestant line. 4. Inside the Chapel
of St. Peter and St. Paul at the Old Royal Naval College, Greenwich. 5. The Chapel of St. Peter and St. Paul is located under the left dome of the Old Royal Naval College and the Painted Hall is under the
right dome. The Queen’s House sits in the distance. 6. The magnificent Old Royal Naval College in Greenwich, London, designed by Sir Christopher Wren and Nicholas Hawksmaoor.
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creen-Free Winter Fami

BARBARA DANZA

he early months of the year tend to
offer more at-home time than oth-
ers (though most of us have been
clocking record amounts of time
athome oflate, haven’t we?). With
early sunsets and chilly temperatures outside,
and with the holidays behind us, it’s a great
time of year for simple family fun at home.

Rather thanrelying on television and digital
devices for your family fun, here are some
other ideas that don’t involve staring into a
screen. Some of them may just turn into your
fondest memories.

To further avoid the siren call of the televi-
sion or those other digital devices, accom-
pany these activities with some enjoyable
background music playlist the whole family
can enjoy. Good music tends to encourage
activity flow and a reluctance to turn it offin
favor other entertainment.

Start a Puzzle
Choose a challenging puzzle and work to-

PARENTING

gether to complete it. You're all on the same
team working toward the same goal. De-
pending on the size of the puzzle, this is
an activity that can stretch over days and
weeks. This fun activity teaches children
perseverance and patience and ends with
great satisfaction.

Choose a challenging
puzzle and work (ogether
(o complete it. You're all
on the same (cam working
toward the same goal.

Enjoy an Audiobook

No screen necessary—the visuals are all in
your imagination if you curl up together to
listen to a family-friendly audiobook. The
simplest of activities, enjoying a story to-
gether as a family is a delight. There are so

many to choose from, but “The Chronicles of
Narnia” by C.S. Lewis remains my family’s
long-standing favorite. Pair your listening
sessions with snuggly blankets, cozy candles
or afire, and delightful snacks.

Cook Together

Of course you've eaten many meals together,
but how many have you made together as a
family? Rather than seeing “make dinner” as
ajob thatneeds to be done and one person’s
duty, make this a family activity in which
everyone participates. Involve everyone in
different aspects: Choose a recipe, gather
the ingredients, prepare the meal, set the
table, enjoy the meal (of course!), and clean
up after the meal. There are so manylessons
inherent in cooking that your children will
benefit from, not the least of which is self-
sufficiency.

Camp Out (In)

Who says camping is just for the outdoors?
Pitch your tentand make some s'mores! Per-
fect for aweekend night, delight in this break

Game night
is a classic
standby and
perfect for
wintertime.

Iy Fun at Home

in the routine by camping out together in
your very own livingroom. For added effects,
use only your flashlights for lights and find
some outdoor woodsy sound effects to play
in the background.

Play Games

This list would be incomplete without the
old standby—game night. It's a standby for a
reason. It’s so much fun! Set out some snacks
and crack open a classic board game to play
as a family. Some of my family’s favorites
include Scrabble, Monopoly, Quirkle, Pic-
tionary, and Blokus. Each of these games is
fun and educational.

Create Something

Follow the lead of recent interests that may
have emerged in your family and dive into
aprojecttogether. Whether you're painting,
sewing, baking, woodworking, sculpting,
writing, knitting, photographing, or video
recording, gather some learning resources
and get to work. Start and finish a project
together. Who knows where this may lead!

HOMESCHOOLING

Kiwi Homeschoolers: Life on Their Terms

BARBARA DANZA

Daniel and Naomi Morris work together
as online business owners and as home-
schooling parents in New Zealand. They
both grew up in the city, but since meet-
ing and getting married, they’ve lived on
a hobby farm in a small country town
while homeschooling their daughters,
now age 3 and 5. They blog at OurKiwi-
Homeschool.com.

I asked Naomi about their homeschool-
ing journey and what advice they'd give
to other parents thinking about taking
the same leap. Here’s what she said.

The Epoch Times: What made you de-
cide to homeschool your children?
Naomi Morris: We wanted to home-
school so that we could spend more time
as a family and have greater freedom.
This is also the reason we started online
businesses so that we could work online
together. The flexibility of being able to
travel, to learn alongside our kids, to
spark their curiosity, and to encourage a
love of learning within them were other
big reasons for choosing to homeschool.

We want to teach them about entrepre-
neurship, and to encourage and facilitate
their individual interests and passions.

We wanted to homeschool so that we
could set the curriculum, rather than
the state. There are so many great
resources to choose from that we think
are far richer than what is offered in the
school system.

Education shouldn’t be a one-size-fits-
all approach, as many state-run systems
make it. We can tailor our curriculum
to the child and emphasize those areas
they really enjoy and excel at.

The Epoch Times: There are a number of

various styles of homeschooling that are
popular. How would you describe your
homeschool approach?

Ms. Morris: We love the Charlotte Mason
approach to learning and use a curricu-
lum that is inspired by that method. With
that approach, we include a lot of art

and crafts, poetry, language, and nature
study in the early years.

Inspired by the Charlotte Mason meth-
od, we love to read “living books” aloud
to the kids. We love the natural learning
that takes place through reading a lot of
different, rich literature.

Aswe live on a hobby farm in the
country, our children are often outside
in nature. They play alongside us as we
work to take care of our large garden,
animals, and land.

We want them to have plenty of time
and freedom to play, be creative, and
make up all kinds of imaginary games.

We also really love incorporating a lot of
Montessori inspired, hands-on activities
as part of our homeschool curriculum.

The Epoch Times: What have you found to
be the biggest benefits of homeschooling?
Ms. Morris: The biggest benefit is being
able to spend a lot of time together as a
family and do life together. I love being
with my kids and seeing them experi-
ence and learn about the world. Our
daughters are each other’s best friends!

Itis a joy to learn alongside them and
see their curiosity and interest in differ-
ent subjects. I love that I can give them
the resources and time needed to sup-
port and facilitate their interests.

We really appreciate the freedom of
homeschooling—to travel when we
want, to spend more time with extended
family and friends, to explore any subject
that captures the children’s interest.

The Morris family.

We enjoy being part of our local home-
school community and meeting up with
other homeschool families each week for
sports, field trips, play dates, and dinners.

We love that we can encourage and
foster a love of learning in our kids.

The Epoch Times: What challenges have
you faced along this journey?

Ms. Morris: One of the challenges we've
faced is that not everybody is going to

be on board with our decision to home-
school, and we must be OK with other
people not being OK with it. It comes
with the territory.

Another challenge early on was being
overwhelmed by homeschool curricu-
lum choices. But after envisioning what
style we really wanted for our home-
school, it wasn't hard to find a curricu-
lum that matched that vision.

The only resource we struggled to find
was a kindergarten-level French work-

i

ile

book for beginners. The answer was to
make the product ourselves! (OurKiwi-
Homeschool.com/product/kindergar-
ten-french-workbook/)

The Epoch Times: What advice would
you give to a parent who is considering
homeschooling their children?

Ms. Morris: My advice would be to try
not to feel overwhelmed or pressured by
the decision. First just focus on enjoying
time with your kids, reading with them,
and going for walks. Give them time to
explore their own interests, to be cre-
ative, and to just “be.”

You will be able to provide the learning
environment and type of education tai-
lored to each of their needs. Figure out the
goals for your homeschool and what you'd
like it to look like. Then find a homeschool
curriculum to match those goals.

You want your kids to love learning, so
above all, have fun and enjoy the process.

by A. A. Milne f /

I met aMan as | went walking: = .
We got talking, 3 A
Man and . “h“' ‘;g‘ e
“Where are you going to, Man?” | said.
(I said to the Man as he went by).
“Down to the village, to get some bread.
Will you come with me?” “No, not I.”

We got talking,
Woman and I.
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Nppv o e I met a horse as | went walking;
2@ s Wegot talking,
% - “§§ Horse and .
(G ,;&\ ¥ “Where are you going to, Horse, today?”
N - (I said to the Horse as he went by).

“Down to the village to get some hay.
Will you come with me?” “No, not I.”

I met a Woman as | went walking;

“Where are you going to, Woman, so early?”
(I said to the Woman as she went by).
“Down to the village to get some barley.

Will you come with me?” “No, not I.”
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We got talking,
Rabbits and I.

We got talking,
Puppy and I.

(14

I am fond of pigs.
Dogs look up to us.

; WINSTON CHURCHILL (1874-1965),
BRITISHPRIME MINISTER

DS ONLY

I met some Rabbits as | went walking;

“Where are you going in your brown fur coats?”
(I said to the Rabbits as they went by).

“Down to the village to get some oats.

Will you come with us?” “No, not I.”

I met a Puppy as | went walking;
“Where are you going this nice fine day?”
(I said to the Puppy as he went by).

“Up to the hills to roll and play.”
“I'll come with you, Puppy,” said I.

- Cats look down on us.
- Pigs treat us as equals.

This
Week in
History

PUBLIC DOMAIN

e

LANDS ON

7 SHIP

nJan. 18, 1911, American pilot
Eugene Ely landed his aircraft on
the battleship Pennsylvania in San
Francisco Bay. This marked the first
time an aircraft landed on a ship.
A cheering crowd watched as Ely
successfully landed on and later took
off from the Pennsylvania. This exciting
event marked the birth of naval aviation.

PUBLIC DOMAIN

Eugene Ely landing
his plane on

board the USS
Pennsylvania on
Jan.18,1911.
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ALLPHOTOS BY SHUTTERSTOCK

eavers are
large, aquatic rodents
that live in forested
rivers, marshes, and
streams of Canada
and the United States.

They are very unique in that

they build dams, changing their
environment to fit their needs (to
deepen water near their lodge)
while also helping other animals

ariver, as well as creating a lush
wetland for aquatic animals.

Most beavers eat “green”
wood. Green wood is the inner
bark of fresh-cut trees, usually
deciduous trees such as aspens,
cottonwoods, and willows.
These are usually less than six
inches in diameter, and wherever
there are small saplings to be
found they almost always eat
these easy-to-cut ones first.
They store these trees in the
bottom of their pond in the
autumn, to prepare for the lean
months of winter.

Beavers live in ponds, in
which they build small houses
called lodges. These are made
of sticks, twigs, branches,
grasses, mud, and whatever
else the beaver can find. There,
the beaver raises young, called
kits, which are usually born in
April. They are raised by both
parents as well as their brothers
and sisters born the year or
two before. Most commonly,
amother beaver will have four
kits, but this number can range
from one to eight.
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USE THE FOUR NUMBERS IN THE CORNERS, AND THE OPERANDS

(+, - AND X) to build an equation to get the solution in the middle. There may be
more than one “unique” solution but, there may also be “equivalent” solutions.

Forexample: 6+ (7 X3) +1=28 and 1+ (7X 3) + 6 =28

Easy puzzle 1 Medium puzzle 1

Hard puzzle 1
—

2 1110 15 11 19 13 || 31

JU

"L

Solution for Hard 1

Solution For Easy 1
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Across

6 Loyalty (10)
7  Selecting with ballots (8)

ALLPHOTOS BY SHUTTERSTOCK

(PART II)

The beaver’s process of
felling a tree makes you
appreciate its intelligence.
Usually, when their tree is about
to fall, they slap their tail on
the ground a few times (like a
lumberjack yelling “Timber!”)
to alert any other beavers to get
out of the way. They will often
float the tree downstream, with
the current, to exert the least
effort possible; they often divert
water to form canals to their
favorite logging places.

The beaver’s lodge is also
demonstrative of the beaver’s
mind power. It has two
entrances, both of which are
underwater, but the actual
living area is above the water.
The underwater entrances
allow the beaver to get at their
underwater food stores, while
the above-water living area
allows the beaver to breathe
and live in comfort and
relative warmth. The
beaver is like the engineer
of the animal world.

Down

1  Viathelnternet (6)

2 The Vice President is the president of

Promise (5)

Head of the Executive Branch of the
U.S. Government (9)

Onradio and TV as it happens (9,4)
Formal event (8)
Where Congress meets (7)

10 Course (4)

11 Believer’s confidence (5)

12 Way to listen to the inauguration
ceremony (5)

15 Time of all Presidential Inauguration
ceremonies (4)

11 Presidential term length (4-4)
13  Promise publicly (6)

14 Areain Washington D.C. (8,4)
16 Custom (9)
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