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COURTESY OF GEORGE WASHINGTON’S MOUNT VERNON

The Mount Vernon Mansion.

The Central
Passage,
the entry-
way into the
home.

RACHAEL DYMSKI

OUNT VERNON, Va.—Mount
M Vernon, the home of George

Washington, is one of the most
iconic landmarks of our nation. The austere
mansion and surrounding farm in northern
Virginia, just south of Washington, represents
somuch about our first president’s own values
and ambitions.

In the 1790s, he retooled
his gristmill with a new
design, where each

step of his process was
hydro powered.

Much of what Washington believed was
possible of our nation at its beginnings was
reflected in his work and improvements at
Mount Vernon.

In hislifetime, George Washington took on
many titles and roles. He served as a major
and ambassador in the French and Indian
War. He was the commanding general of the
Continental Army, and served as the unani-
mously elected first president of the newly
formed United States. But perhaps the title
most dear to his heart was that of entrepre-
neur and farmer.

Washington was a man who loved his
home, and for all the twists life threwathim,
was always trying to return to it.

He was a man who believed the country

REBEKAHHANOVERPETTIT

would succeed through its own resources,
ingenuity, and innovation. His own farm and
businessesreflected this belief. He was, athis
core, an entrepreneur and opportunist with
arevolutionary approach to society, farming,
and business.

Opportunity and Innovation

At its prime, Washington’s estate contained
8,000 acres, divided into five separate farms.
He believed that opportunity, wealth, and
prosperity were found in owningland. Even
though Washington was a staunch supporter
ofthe colonial currency and trade during the
war, he believed land ownership to be the sur-
est way to wealth, and encouraged his farm
manager to acquire land whenever possible
as an investment tool.

The seeds of revolution were planted in
Washington’s heart long before the Revolu-
tionary War. As afarmer in Virginia, he was at
the mercy of the London merchants to sell the
tobacco that he grew. The merchants would
sell his tobacco overseas and use the proceeds
to buy whatever supplies in England he had
requested for that season. That system inevi-
tably left Virginia farmers in debt, because
the merchants set their own prices for buying
and selling. This economic tyranny stirred
within Washington a sense of injustice that
would later fuel his fight for freedom along-
side a new nation.

Washington’s uniqueness lay in his unwill-
ingness to accept life as it was. He continu-
ally saw the potential for what could be. En-
raged by the tobacco consignment system, he
switched from growing tobacco to grains—
wheat and barley being the most prominent
crops. He purchased a gristmill so that he
could process his own wheat, eliminating the
need to send it away or rely on anyone else to
getthejob done. In doing so, he made Mount
Vernon one of the first vertically integrated
enterprises in the United States.

Eventually, Washington would have ahand
in every step of the manufacturing process.
He grew the grain, ran it through his inno-
vative and highly efficient 16-sided chafing
barn, processed the grain athis own gristmill,
and sold flour, bread, biscuits, and whiskey
under the brand name G. Washington. In the
1790s, he retooled his gristmill with a new
design, where each step of his process was
hydro-powered. In his ability to innovate at
every step of the process, Washington was
the quintessential American.

George Washington’s
Mount Vernon:
How the Founding Father’s

of George
Washington

Home Retlects His Character g

1795.
v

PUBLIC DOMAIN

Over the years, he became an increasingly
strong advocate of buying products made in
America, and didn’t believe the future of the
states would be dependent on foreign trade.
Rather, helooked to the West, believing that
fertile grounds and resources there would
lead to the country’s prosperity.

The Mansion
Even the location of Washington’s home is
significant.

The mansion at Mount Vernon began as
a one and one-half story house built by his
father. Rather than build a new, separate
home, Washington added to and enlarged
the original home—seeing the potential in
whatwas already there.

In the New Room of the mansion, grandiose
paintings of the Potomac River hang on the
walls. Washington believed that waterways
would become the key to westward expan-
sionin the United States, and so the mansion
itselfis located on the Potomac River, which
he believed would offer opportunities for
growth.

Ascommanding general and then as presi-
dent, Washington refused to make himself
untouchable. Rather than accept the pomp
and circumstance of aking, he made himself
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DEAR JUNE with June Kellum

Feeling
Anxious

About the
Future

=» Advice for teaching good
morals to kids

QUESTION: I need advice as I'm feeling
anxious about the future in these times
when it seems uncertain. Also how
do you explain these crazy things to
a child? Online school, a deadly virus
spreading, Americans violently attack-
ing officers and tearing down statues
... how do you teach good morals at a
time like this?

—Melina W.,, New York

ANSWER: You are certainly not alone.
My first suggestion would be to spend
time outdoors with your child. Nature
is very soothing, and while immersed
in it, you can feel and see that the
natural order of things continues
unchanged despite the upheaval in
the world.

Concerning the unrest, several
years ago, The Epoch Times began to
look at how certain destructive ideas
were gaining in popularity here in
the West. These ideas have some clear
parallels with those that fueled the
Cultural Revolution in China in the
late 1960s and early '70s, and how the
Chinese Communist Party has sought
to purge traditional ways of think-
ing from society. As you are probably
aware, there has been an increasing
number of attacks in recent times
against religion, the founding prin-

ciples of America, and the Founders
themselves. These attacks are made
in the name of justice, progress, and
equity. These ideas have been mak-
ing the rounds in literary circles and
academia for decades but have now
gained enough popularity that people
are emboldened to commit acts of vio-
lence and destruction. So, from this
perspective, the upheaval we are see-
ing is a natural progression of these
ideas. I would invite you or anyone
who wants to better understand these
ideas to check out “How the Specter
of Communism Is Ruling Our World,”
which you can read at ReadEpoch.
com/Specter.

So, how to explain this to your child?
First of all, be alert to what they are
learning in school. Online learning
does offer a unique opportunity for
this. If you find they are being taught
questionable ideas, find a different
school option. If your child is young
(under 6), I would protect them as
much as possible from current events
and answer questions that do arise
with a simple spiritual or moral an-
swer like, “Sometimes, adults get an-
gry and forget to be kind (or forget the
love of God). That’s why, in our family,
we try to always be kind and say sorry
when we get angry.” If your child is

older and asking questions, you could
answer the questions with an expla-
nation of human nature, such as that
all humans have both good and evil
within us and sometimes people let
the bad win over.

Reading stories where the pro-
tagonists have or learn virtues and
overcome evil is an important—and
enjoyable!—way to help children
understand right and wrong. You can
look to classic children’s literature for
this, and many religious schools have
age-appropriate book lists online.
With young children, you can read au-
thentic fairy tales, which always have
good and evil in them, and the good
always wins.

Sincerely, June

Do you have a question for our advice
columnist, Dear June? Whether it's

a frustrating family matter, a social
etiquette issue, a minor annoyance, or

a big life question, send it to DearJune@
EpochTimes.com or Attn: Dear June, The
Epoch Times, 229 W. 28th St., Floor 7,
New York, NY 10001

June Kellum is a married mother of two
and longtime Epoch Times journalist cover-
ing family, relationships, and health topics.

DEAR NEXT GENERATION:

‘Always Remem
the Present, and

=» Advice from our readers
to our young people

o Everyone:

This advice is timeless and
will never change from genera-
tion to generation. It is easy to
say but more difficult to do and

continue to do. It revolves around basic
common sense, logic, and love. Here is my
advice to everyone in one short sentence:
“Always remember the past, live in the
present, and plan for your future.” Now
here are the details.

Always remember the past. Embrace the
good and learn from the bad. Remember
those who sacrificed so much and paved
the way to allow you to succeed. We all
have made mistakes. Understand and
accept them as teachable moments that
have allowed you to grow as a person.
Honor and celebrate your ancestors and
loved ones.

Live in the present. Be humble, fair, and
kind to others. Have compassion and
empathy for those who are suffering or
are in pain. Be considerate and tolerant of
opposing viewpoints. Be a problem solver
and not a complainer. Help others whom
you can help. Be a positive influence for
those around you. Be in the moment when
others need you and be a good listener.
Commit to a lifetime of learning and being
a better version of yourself.

Be charitable if you are able. Lose the
hate and be grateful for what is wonderful
in life. Use more logic and less emotion to
evaluate situations and in making deci-
sions. Be an independent deep thinker and
self-reliant. Have some balance in your
life. Follow a healthy lifestyle and manage
your stress properly. Keep your faith and
maintain your composure. Tune out the
noise and the poison all around you. Have

fun and laugh!

Plan for your future. Use your past experi-
ences and your present self to draw upon.
Dream and have a vision of your future.
Berealistic and honest about it. Settle on
a path forward. Do not compromise your
core values to achieve your goals. Embrace
education. Pay attention to the details.
Budget properly and save for retirement.
Seek out help when you need it. Do not be
afraid to fail because it can be a valuable
life lesson in the long term. If you fail, do
not feel sorry for yourself. Instead, pick
yourselfup and start over. Never forget
where you came from, and continue to
remember and learn from the past. Be
honest to yourself and everyone you meet.
Stay positive even in darker times, and
keep everything in perspective. There are
always others who are worse off than you.
Remain hopeful and take control of what-
ever direction your life is headed into.

— Barry E. Moschel

To Our Upcoming Leaders of the Future
America:

We baby boomers are looking on at
our young people as they graduate from
college, and we are wondering how an
estimated 40 percent of them believe that
socialism (communism masqueraded as
social democracy) is a healthy system to
pursue here in this great country.

We are finally seeing the result of an
educational system that has indoctrinated
students, teaching the Marxist principles
that decry capitalism and liberty, as well
as personal responsibility and the ability
to create one’s own destiny, as we here in
America are privileged to do in a free-mar-
ket society.

We urge you, the hope of our future, to
explore ideas outside of the purview of
academia.

Take your own initiative and listen to
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others on the conservative side, others who
have been censored by your universities,
and find out how the free-market society
we enjoy has improved living standards all
over the world in the past century.

Find out how a society which encourages
innovation and creativity in our business
communities and in our volunteer organi-
zations on a regional level, is successful at
local as well as national levels.

Use your education as it was meant to be
used, as a mind-opening experience, ex-
panding to include a wide variety of ideas.

Learn your true history, of this great
country called America, as well as the his-
tory of the world.

Read about the scourge of communism,
the death of millions in Russia under
Stalin, under Mao in China, in Italy under
Mussolini, and 6 million Jews under Hit-
ler’s fascism in Europe.

Listen to the Chinese here in America
who are decrying the censorship, and out-
right persecution of Chinese citizens under
the Chinese Communist Party today.

Go to PragerU, a platform founded by
Dennis Prager, and watch the five-minute
videos on a wide variety of subjects and
explaining some of the complex issues we
face today. Issues that young leaders like
yourselves will be solving in your new busi-
ness ventures or in your political careers.

Go to “American Thought Leaders,” the
interviews by Jan Jekielek of The Epoch
Times.

Listen to well-read, intelligent leaders
in our policy institutions like the Hoover
Institution or The Heritage Foundation.

Above all, embrace something greater
than yourself. Believe in God, in whatever
form you choose. Having a greater power
than yourself will give you hope, optimism,
and courage to accept the challenges you
face in your life going forward. This nation
was founded on Judeo-Christian beliefs,
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and the trinity of ideas consisting of Lib-
erty, E Pluribus Unum (out of many, one),
In God We Trust. Itis a youngidea, this
nation. Only 240 years old, and not perfect,
as we know, but it is still the best hope for
our world. Stand behind this idea with
enthusiasm.

We are counting on you to defeat the lies
of the left. Reject the idea of Big Govern-
ment. It will only imprison you.

Stand strong and carry on.
God bless you,

b

—Jan M. Clement

Here’s my advice to the next generation:

Make sure that your sense of right and
wrong is always geared toward a decent,
peaceful, and civil society; trust your judg-
ment, be firm but kind, stick to your guts
and principles, and keep your God your
unshakable life anchor.

—Rico Cadayona

Here’s what I've told my grandsons, which
sums up my philosophy in a nutshell:
“Love many, trust few, and learn to row
your own canoe.”

—Donna Wierzbowski

What advice would you like to give to the
younger generations?

We call on all of our readers to share the time-
less values that define right and wrong, and
pass the torch, if you will, through your wisdom
and hard-earned experience. We feel that the
passing down of this wisdom has diminished
over time, and that only with a strong moral
foundation can future generations thrive.

Send your advice, along with your full name,
state, and contact information to NextGenera-
tion@epochtimes.com or mail it to:

Next Generation, The Epoch Times, 229 W.
28th St., Floor 7, New York, NY 10001

George Washington’s Mount Vernon

Continued from B2

accessible to the people; he and his
wife, Martha, were known for their
hospitality.

In 1798, the Washingtons hosted
nearly 700 guests at their mansion.

The American Paradox

The tragic paradox of the birth of
America is that many of its fathers,
so dedicated to ideas of freedom,
made their profits and livelihood
by denying that same freedom to
others. Washington, like many oth-
ers involved in the making of this

nation, carried out his innovative
ideas and tactics through the labor
of slaves.

Ashe aged, Washington’s unease
with slaverybegan to grow. Two of
his closest staff officers during the
war were John Laurens and Al-
exander Hamilton, both staunch
abolitionists. Washington was
a proponent of Laurens’s plan to
create a regiment of free black
soldiers in South Carolina. While
Washington never spoke publicly
against slavery for fear of rocking
the fragile boat of the new Union, in
hiswill, Washington instructed his

123 slaves to be freed after his wife’s
death. He was the only founding
father to do so.

Present-Day Mount Vernon

In 1858, the Mount Vernon Ladies’
Association purchased the home
and saved it from dilapidation. The
mansion and one of the surround-
ing farms have beenrestored to re-
flecthow theywould havelooked in
Washington’s day.

When Mount Vernon had to close
its doors earlier this year in re-
sponse to the pandemic, its employ-
ees focused on keeping a wealth of

information available by putting
many resources online. Visitors to
Mount Vernon'’s website can take
avirtual tour of the mansion, read
about Washington’s many exploits
and endeavors, and learn the ins
and outs of running a large farm.
The website makes for awonderful
homeschool or additional learning
resource.

Since reopening, the staff
members at Mount Vernon have
takennumerous health precautions.
The reenactors wear masks (to
ward off smallpox, the epidemic
of Washington’s time), and social

distancingis encouraged whenever
possible.

The employees and staffat Mount
Vernon are still reflecting on Wash-
ington’s abilityto adaptand innovate
in every situation, offering our na-
tion hope that when this pandemic
is behind us, the Founding Father’s
home will still be standing strong.

Rachael Dymski is an author,
florist, and mom to two little girls.
She is currently writing a novel
about the German occupation of
the Channel Islands and blogs on
her website, RachaelDymski.com
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Going the

Way

ol Venezuela?

Elizabeth Rogliani,
who grew up under
Chavez’s rule, warns
about the parallels
she’s been seeing

CATHERINE YANG

hen Elizabeth Rogliani
opened a TikTok account to
share her thoughts on recent
protests and the toppling of
statues, she thought of it as a blank slate,
somewhere to air her thoughts without of-
fending or getting into a debate with sensi-
tive moderate-liberal friends who'd taken
issue with her posts on other social media.
She talked about how what was happening
across the United States was an eerie mirror
image of what had taken place backin Ven-
ezuela, and then one of her videos went viral.
What was happening outside in real time
was what she'd seen back home. Statues of
Christopher Columbus came down, street
names were changed, and the removal of
other figures of Western civilization fol-
lowed. As she thought about it, there were
other ongoing similarities, from left-leaning
demonstrators being used as political pawns,
toagrowingwelfare state that caused quality
of life to deteriorate. And when she pointed
this out, it struck a chord with people who
had also seen their home countries crumble
under the weight of socialist politics.
“There were alot of people who've seen this

COURTESY OF ELIZABETH ROGLIANI

(Below) Elizabeth
Rogliani is now based in
Miami; as socialism took
over her home country of
Venezuela, her relatives
starting leaving, spread-
ing all over the world,
from Australia to Spain.

(Left) Elizabeth
Rogliani as a young child
in Venezuela.
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intheir own country.I'vetalked to people from
Hungary, Greece, people whose grandparents
had left China, theyfeltIwas speakingto them
aswell,” Roglianisaid. “And then therewere a
lot of Americans who knew about the situa-
tionin Venezuela, and soIthinkwhenIdrew
that parallel, it confirmed something they
had in their minds but couldn't articulate.

“I'thinkIjust confirmed what alot of peo-
ple were thinking.”

Growing up under Hugo Chavez'’s Ven-
ezuela, Rogliani has seen her fair share of
protests. So much so that when she left the
country for boarding school at age 15 and
eventually made the United States her home,
she tried to disengage from politics.

“I remember telling my friends that I
thought American politics were boring, and
thatwas a good thing, because Venezuelan
politics were a circus,” said Rogliani, who is
now in her late 20s. She laughed at the iro-
ny when she remembered how the media
would prove her wrong in only a few years.

‘What Happened in Cuba

Cannot Possibly Happen Here’

For many in Venezuela, change felt gradu-
al, Rogliani said. From conversations with
people from older generations, she can un-
derstand why that was, why changes for the
worse would become the newnormal as ev-
eryone went on with their daily lives, until

COURTESY OF ELIZABETH ROGLIANI

A boy carries a drum with water as he walks past a graffiti reading “Is Normality a Privilege?” during a power outage in Venezuela, at Fuerzas Armadas Avenue in Caracas on March 31, 2019.

Is the US

the next new normal took over.

“I'was just a kid when Chavez was elected
soIwas shielded from alot of the things that
were going on, butIwould stillhear whispers
from parents, adults. It became a really big
thing that was going on,” Rogliani said. Her
parents, who had been relatively apolitical,
started gettinginvolved in monthly marches
and organizingin their neighborhood against
Hugo Chavez'’s policies. Her friends whose
parents worked in the oil industry lost their
jobs shortly after Chavez took office, and up-
heavals in other industries soon followed,
prompting manyto startleaving the country.

She remembers discussing politics with
herfriends atage 9 or 10—thatwas the topic
dominating daily life—but still with a rosy,
optimistic outlook.

“It was always with the sense of, what
happened in Cuba cannot possibly hap-
pen here,” she said. Those unfamiliar with
Venezuela’s history might just remember
images of the chaos and protests from 2014,
and the wild inflation and recession after.
Only a few decades ago, Venezuela was a
very prosperous country, before the nation-
alization of its industries led to a gradual
leeching of the nation’s wealth.

Rogliani points out that Venezuela has a
history of valuing freedom; the country led
the way in the Spanish-American wars of
independence. “We believed thatwas in our
culture, the idea of freedom,” Rogliani said.
“Obviously, we were naive.”

Chaos went from economic instability to
rampant crime, and more and more people
saw no reason to stay. “Everyone I know
knows someone who has been killed or kid-
napped, and that’s across all socioeconomic
classes,” she said.

“Slowly but surely, my family started
spreading out across the world,” said Rogli-
ani, who is now based in Miami. Hers is a
large extended family and a very close one,
so parting ways across the world, from Aus-
tralia to Spain, felt like a great loss.

Rogliani herself left to go to boarding
school abroad but came home atleast once
ayearto see her family, and maybe because
ofthat, she was able to see the disaster taking
place there more clearly than the peoplewho
had been surviving dayto dayin Venezuela.
She held onto hope and was still involved
in Venezuelan politics throughout her col-
lege years in Boston, until the 2014 protests
against Nicolds Maduro. There was such an
uprising that she had hope for change.

“And then it stopped. Complacency setin,
and itwas again the newnormal; people can
get used to anything,” she said. “And I don’t
blame them, because thatwould have been
hard to sustain.

“2014 was theyearIthought, Tcan’timag-
ine a future for Venezuela.”

Growing Similarities

By 2008, Rogliani had already grown a bit
cynical of politics. Though she didn’t keep
up with American politics, she saw grow-
ing support for Barack Obama’s platform
for hope and change and couldn'’t help but
think of how similar it sounded to Chavez’s
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A father and daughter resting while someone holds their place before sunrise in a long line to buy
food at a supermarket in San Cristobal, Venezuela, on March 8, 2014.
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Due to regular water rationing, people line up to fill jerry cans with water in Caracas, Venezuela, on
June 13, 2018.

campaign promises. It would be almost 10
years before she realized her gut feelingwas
correct—there were growing similarities be-
tween American politics and what Venezu-
ela had gone through.

“Istarted to payattention in 2018, when the
caravan was coming through the southern
[U.S.-Mexico| border,” Rogliani said. She
was against illegal immigration, because
Venezuela similarly had influxes of people
entering decades ago in search of a better
quality of life, and the country’s public ser-
vices collapsed as a result. But what really
stuckwith herwas how people expected her
to support illegal immigrants because she
was Venezuelan and a woman.

G

We believed that was in our

culture, the idea of freedom.
Obviously, we were naive.

Elizabeth Rogliani

“That’s when I thought, maybe there’s
something going on in the culture that 'm
not paying attention to,” she said. She scru-
tinized the media, read about politics and
culture, and the more she learned, the more
solid her convictions became.

The past few months have shown stark-
er parallels than ever. Calls and even city
council resolutions to “defund the police” are
reminiscent of what happened in Venezuela
when Chavez replaced the existing police
force. The statues being toppled didn't fol-
low anyrational criteria but were instead an
attack on and attempt to break from history.

“And Chavez used these people as politi-
cal pawns,” Rogliani said. Many protests to-
day might look like grassroots organizing
rather than one coordinated political move,
but even truly grassroots efforts can be co-
opted by a political party, as Venezuelans
learned. “When Ilook back at everything,
that’s when I could put it all together.”

So despite not having any inclination to
become a political activist, she wanted to ad-
dresswhatwas going on, and where Ameri-
can culture was headed.

“What happens here ... also impacts all
of Western society, and not for the better,”
she said.

Compared to Venezuela, the United States
is a bigger country and in many ways has
stronger institutions and traditional culture,
Roglianisaid, but that doesn't mean itisim-
mune to collapse.

“There’s always ways to destroy a country,
ithappens all over theworld and historically
ithas always happened,” she said. More and
more, she thinks about the Reagan quote
abouthow freedom is always just one genera-
tion away from extinction, and how trueitis.

“Asmuch asIwantto believe that the insti-
tutions are strong and the Constitutionis hard
to change, there might be people that come
in and don't care what is law, and put people
in place who also don'’t care, and ignore the

law even if they don't change it. That’s what
happened in Venezuela, we had a constitu-
tion thatwas justignored for along time until
they were able to change [the constitution].”

Culture and Family First

Rogliani remembers the last time she re-
turned to Venezuela, she spent New Year’s on
the beach. Her relatives had all gone upstairs
to change and getready for the party, and all
ofasudden the power everywhere went out.

“This was a typical thing, not having utili-
ties or electricity or whatnot. And I went up
onthebalcony and people were screaming,
but they were yelling out jokes about how
Maduro sucks or just joking around and
laughing. There’s a spiritabout Venezuelans,
you know?” she said.

The culture of Venezuela is joyful and the
people can joke about anything, she said.
Roglianiis from the country’s capital, Cara-
cas, a city surrounded by scenic mountains
and regularly covered with a veil of fog; it’s
the country where magical realism in lit-
erature began.

“There’s just something mystical in the air
thatI can'texplain; it’s tropical and magical
and I remember the stories we all tell about
the magical beings,” she said.

Rogliani studied international relations
before dabblingin acting, but says her main
passion is traveling and culture.

She sees that many people don't make the
connection between what is happening in
culture and politics, but there is a clear re-
lationship.

Take forinstance how extreme a topic rac-
ism hasbecomein the United States and how
often one sees the term white supremacy
used here, when there was nothinglike this
when Rogliani first came to the country.
Racehasbeen treated with such extremism
thatitis only creating more bigotry, she said,
with people treated automatically as either
guilty or victims because of something as
immutable as skin color. There’s an attack
on traditional masculinity and femininity
that’sharmful aswell, she said, because be-
ing equal under the eyes of the law doesn’t
mean we should give up our cultural values.

She also hears protesters conflating all of
these issues; the same people fighting rac-
ism with racism say they want to destroy
theideas of masculinity and femininity, and
destroy the idea of the nuclear family.

“I would say I'm old-fashioned in some
ways and open-mindedly modern in other
ways, but I have to say I appreciate when
things work and family works,” Rogliani
said. Her parents who remember her as a
rebellious teen mightlaugh, butshe says she
credits them for teaching her perspective and
instilling good values. “A lot of times when I
have been wrong my parents have been there
to correct me; even when it comes to history,
my dad has come around and said no, actu-
ally you're wrong here, and I listen to him.

“Culture for me is the main thing, culture
in many ways is even more important than
politics, and culture ends up influencing poli-
tics in a few years’ time. I think I need to be
involved in that in some way.”

BOOK REVIEW

Are Karl Marx

and Satan

Taking Over

America?

WILLIAM F. MARSHALL

larm bells should be ringing
A across our great nation in the

face of one of the gravest exis-
tential threats it has ever faced, and
one of those clanging the bell the loud-
estis thatincomparable student of the
history of American communism, pro-
fessor Paul Kengor of Grove City Col-
lege. Hiswarning comes to us through
his superb, just-released book, “The
Devil and Karl Marx: Communism’s
Long March of Death, Deception, and
Infiltration.”

Many of us thought that the unri-
valed success of Ronald Reagan’s presi-
dency and theresulting collapse of the
Soviet Union under George H.W. Bush
spelled the end of Marxism-Leninism
for all time as a governing socioeco-
nomic system. Sadly, that evil philoso-
phy proved only to be in abeyance for a
short time, while its pernicious, satanic
influence fermented in American soci-
ety over the succeeding three decades
inthe halls ofacademe, the newsrooms
of Big Media, the studios of Hollywood,
the corporate offices of the tech giants
and, yes, in politicians’ suites across
the country.

For those who laugh at the
notion of a spiritual di-
mension to the shocking,
recent embrace of radical
Marxist policies by the
once-mainstream Demo-
cratic Party, with seemingly
explosive rapidity, Kengor’s
book will open their eyes. It
certainly did mine. Anyone who
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PRUL KENLOR

Communism’s Long March
of Death, Deception, and
Infiltration” by Paul Kengor.

Q. “The Devil and Karl Marx:

“The frequency of such observations of
and by Marxisreally quite bracing and
far too frequent to shrug oft.”

And as Kengor details in this illumi-
nating work, Marxists, communists,
and socialists have demonstrated a
similar affinity for the devil since Marx
gave birth to his hellish philosophy:.

One might dismiss such suggestions
as hyperbolic descriptions of Marx or
things said in jest of someone with a
temper or a bizarre personality, but
serious scholars of Marx agree that
they had never encountered descrip-
tions of other historical figures by their
contemporaries and close associatesin
such frequent demonic phraseology.

And since the proof of the pudding,
as they say, is in the eating, consider
the manifestresults of Marx’s work. As
Kengor outlines, Marx’sideology in its
communist and socialistic manifesta-

tions as governing systems since he
conjured it has led to more hu-
man death and suffering by

far than any other political
system. The most conser-
vative estimate, contained
in Harvard’s “The Black

Book of Communism,”

places the number of those
who perished at the hands of
communists at 100 million. More
realistic estimates place it near

scoffs does so at their own, and A”thcl’r 140 million. But as Kengor notes,
America’s, peril. Kep:;or only God, and perhaps the devil,

Let’s face it. As we watch Antifa
and Black Lives Matter riot, and
the incredible embrace of these peo-
ple by political figures and corporate
America, any sane American must be
asking, “What on earth is going on?”
The actions of these “protesters” can
only be described as demonic. They
areliterally burning Bibles, attempting
to torch government buildings with
police officers inside, while blocking
escape routes, brutally assaulting in-
nocent civilians trying to protect oth-
ersunder attack, and shooting to death
passersby, like a young mother who
had the temerity to say the most com-
monsensical thing imaginable, that
“alllives matter.” These are the behav-
iors of demonicindividuals. And there
is areason for that, as Kengor so ably
explains.

[Kengor] delves into
Marx’s early literature
and reveals a man whose
writings were replete
with paeans (o Satan.

While Kengor is careful to note that
he did not find evidence that Karl Marx
was a practicing satanist (although
other Marx biographers suggest he
was), in the manner of holding black
masses or engaging in satanic rituals,
he delves into Marx’s early literature
andreveals aman whose writings were
replete with paeansto Satan.Inapoem
called “The Pale Maiden,” Marxwrote:
“Thus Heaven I've forfeited, I know it
full well. My soul, once true to God,
is chosen for Hell.” In another poem,
“The Player,” Marx waxed: “See the
sword—the Prince of Darkness sold it
to me. For he beats the time and gives
the signs. Ever more boldly I play the
dance of death.”

There are many similar sentiments
expressed by Marx in his writings.
His own family members and friends
believed him to be possessed or in-
fluenced by the devil. His friend and
collaborator, Friedrich Engels, called
Marxa “monster of ten thousand dev-
ils.” His father said he was “governed
by ademon,” and his son Edgar called
him “my dear devil.” Kengor provides
many more such examples, and notes,

knows the real figure, as even

those estimates may be low.
A theologically based analysis of
Marx is no mere academic exercise.
As Kengor writes: “Far too many peo-
ple ... separate Marx the man from the
evils ushered in by Marxism. That is
a grave mistake. Not only are the re-
sults of Marxism very much the result
of Marx’s ideas and his very pen, but
Marx himself penned some very dev-
ilish things. Karl Marx wrote not only
about the hell that was communism,
but about hell itself.”

Some time is spent exploring Marx’s
early years. His father converted the
family from Judaism to Protestant-
ism, and Karl was baptized a Chris-
tian at age six. Heleft Christianity and
became a strident atheist in college.
Sound familiar? At one point during
his studies, his angst-ridden father be-
rated Karl for spending his nights “giv-
ing birth to monsters” in his writing.

Kengor then goes on to explore the
satanic ties of prominent Marxists and
communist organizations throughout
history, including their consistent ef-
forts to destroy traditional religions
and to infiltrate and undermine the
Church, both Catholic and Protes-
tant. That’s not coincidence. It’s all
of a piece of Marx’s original plan to
remove the divine from man in order
to control him.

Kengor’s review of political and cul-
tural Marxism and its adherents’ ties
to Satan continues through modern
times, with a particular focus on the
depravities, sexual and otherwise, that
seem to characterize many of the most
prominent Marxists in our culture.

As our country grapples with the
outrages being perpetrated by Antifa
and Black Lives Matter, whose found-
ers proudly declare themselves to be
“Marxist-trained,” “The Devil and Karl
Marx” could not be timelier. If we are
going to deal with these destroyers of
American culture and tradition, we
must understand whatis driving them.
And as Kengor ably describes, what is
driving them s truly demonic, whether
they realize it themselves or not.

William F. Marshall has been an
intelligence analyst and investigator
in the government, private, and non-
profit sectors for more than 33 years.
He is a senior investigator for Judicial
Watch, Inc., and a contributor to
Townhall, American Thinker, and
The Federalist.
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hile the Allies defeated Nazi Germany on

All of these

May 7, 1945, it would take another three

months ofintense combatin the Pacificthe- | Old fellows
ater to bring an end to World War IL. In June became
of that same year, Allied forces arrived on .
theisland of Saipan, which was long consid- like second
ered to be the last line of defense for Impe-
rial Japan—putting mainland within strik- fathers (o me.
ing distance of U.S. B-29 Superfortresses. Joseph Tachousky
In time for the 75th anniversary of the - -

signed surrender of Imperial Japan, a new
history book details how an elite platoon
of U.S. Marines fought behind enemylines
on the islands, and how their undercover
operations would prove critical to ending
the war.

In “40 Thieves on Saipan: The Elite Marine
Scout-Snipers in One of WWII's Bloodiest
Battles,” Joseph Tachovsky uncovers the
story of his father, a lieutenant in the U.S.
Marine Corps who never spoke to his son

Joseph Tachovsky with
his father Frank.

about the war. It was only after his father,
Frank, passed away in 2011, at age 96, that
Tachovsky learned that he’d been part of
an elite platoon of Scout Snipers.

After the funeral, Tachovsky came across
a 1944 December issue of the Marine Corps
Leatherneck Magazine, which featured an
article about the platoon, titled “Tacho-
vsky’s Terrors.” A son of one of the Marines
mentioned in the article had left a com-
ment online, pointing out that everything
in the article was true except for the name
of the unit. It was actually called “Ski’s 40
Thieves,” in reference to Frank.

Itled Tachovsky to his father’s “off-limits”
footlocker, which had been kept a secret.
Though Tachovsky had once walked in on
his father examining its contents, he had
never seen them. Now, opening it for the

first time, he found the platoon’s roster, let-
ters, photographs, a Silver Star (from the
president of the United States and presented
by Admiral Chester Nimitz, as it turned
out), and more memorabilia.

“Itwas like a big Christmas present, find-
ingall of these things that, at the time, made
no sense,” Tachovsky said.

Silent and Deadly
Tachovsky found another edition of Leath-
erneck Magazine in the footlocker, which
featured amemorial article about the Battle
of Saipan. Helooked at the roster again and
found that some of the names matched
some of those mentioned in the article.
The platoon was an elite group from the
Marine Corps Sixth Regiment. During
World War I, only two of these Scout Sniper
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The “40 Thieves
on Saipan.”
The platoon
consisted of
40 Marines
who served
| ontheisland
of Saipanin
I WWIL. (Standing
L-R) Richard
Knoll, Francis
Moynihan,
Barney
Wheeless,
' Daniel Kenny,
. IraCausey,
. Albert Malanga,
g Corporal Don
. Evans, Bill
: Emerick, Bernie
% Jones. (Seated
' & & L-R) Otto Hebel,
.| Al Yunker, John
. Zuziak, Lonnie
. Jackson, Hal
=1 Moore, Wayland
~ Stevens, Keith
. Clark, Sergeant
Bill Knuppel.

units had ever existed. Theywere trained to
live and serve behind enemy lines for days
and sometimes weeks at a time. They were
tasked with collecting intelligence, locating
enemy installations for bombardment, and
generally disrupting the Japanese forces
however they could.

The Marines were equipped with 1903
Springfieldrifles, and their scopes allowed
them to hit targets that were up to nearly a
mile away with incredible accuracy. How-
ever, firing their weapons was often thelast
resort, so theywere also skilled atusingless
conspicuous weapons, such as knives and
piano wire. Allwere trained in demolitions
and carried two-pound blocks of TNT. The
Japanese were most active at night, so the
platoon would track them then and sketch
maps from memory.

These Marines had a reputation for
stealing equipment. When they arrived
on Saipan, they were only equipped with
World War I-era weapons and rations,
and would often steal from U.S. Army and
Navy supply stations, which were better-
equipped. In one instance, they even stole
an Army captain’s Jeep.

Frank also sought out a certain type of
Marine for his Scout Sniper unit.

“When they were looking for men, he
didn’t want to interview the men right
away. He justwanted to look at their record
books,” Tachovsky said.

Bill Knuppel, a longtime friend of Frank
who had served as a sergeantin his platoon,
said Frank was looking for Marines who
had been in the brig for fights, because it
showed they could handle themselves in
tough situations.

“The winner of the fight is thrown in the
brig. The loser goes to the infirmary. The
guy in the brig is the kind of guy I want,”
Frank had told Knuppel.

Once, a platoon squad leader named Mar-
tin Dyer led a mission during which they
discovered a huge assembly of Japanese
troops in avalley, which Tachovsky believes
was the headquarters of Lt. Gen. Yoshitsugu
Saito, who commanded the Japanese forces
at the Battle of Saipan. Dyer was awarded
the Navy Cross, the Navy’s highest honor,
forhis actionsin delivering the information
and coordinates for a bombardment.

“There were many instances where they
worked behind enemy lines, deep into
enemy territory, and brought back infor-
mation that helped line troops advance
more rapidly and with less opposition,”
Tachovsky said.

Saito referred to the mountainous island
of Saipan as Emperor Hirohito’s “treasure.”
The mountainous island was the site of a
strategic airfield, as was a neighboring
island. If the Allies captured them, they
would be within bombing distance of the
Japanese mainland.

Oral Histories
When Tachovsky discovered the roster
and magazine article in his father’s foot-

locker, he used the hometowns he had
gathered from Knuppel to track down the
other men in the platoon.

He found out who might still be alive
through Marine Corps documentation,
and sent them handwritten letters, know-
ing that they most likely did not have
email. Four Marines—other than Knup-
pel—were still alive. Two surviving wives
and several sons also wrote back.

Tachovsky set out to travel the country,
meeting with the men, forging friend-
ships, and learning from them.

In West Virginia, Roscoe Mullins told
Tachovsky he looked just like his father.
Mullins told him about the cruelty the
Japanese inflicted on Allied prisoners,
and how the platoon had voted and
agreed that a wounded Marine of theirs
would never be taken alive.

In Oklahoma, Tachovsky told Bob
Smotts thatif the Sooners ever made into
the college football playoffs, he’d watch
the game with him.

In Montana, he spent six days at Marvin
Strombo’s bedside in the hospice. When it
came time for Tachovskyto leave, Strom-
bo pointed at him and said, “Semper fi.”

“All of these old fellows became like sec-
ond fathers to me,” Tachovsky said.

He learned that his father had once

saved the entire platoon when he de-
stroyed a Japanese tank with a bazooka.
When the men spoke about their friends
who had been killed on Saipan, they
rarely let any emotion show. However,
when they talked about the Japanese
mass suicide at Marpi Point, they would
all choke up. There, Japanese civilian
families waded out to sea or jumped off
800-foot cliffs to evade capture. Many
believed the Japanese propaganda that
horrific deaths would await them at the
hands of the Americans if they were ever
captured.

Knuppel gave Tachovsky a box of pho-
tographs and other memorabilia. After
handing him the box, Knuppel looked
at him and said, “This would make one
good story.” That’s when Tachovsky de-
cided to compile all of these story pieces
into a book.

In telling the story of the platoon, he
wanted to show the nobility of these Ma-
rines, and the trauma they survived and
lived with. Half of the royalties from the
book will be donated to veterans orga-
nizations.

“Ifeltit almost a duty to put their stories
together and tell their stories, because
they were so reticent to do so for their en-
tire lives,” Tachovsky said.

Gen. Holland
“Howlin’
Mad” Smith
awarding
the Bronze
Star Medal
to Frank
Tachovsky
Jr.on
Saipan.

BOOKS

Growing Passionate Readers

JEFF MINICK

Here’s the understatement of the
year: Our educational systemis in
a state of flux.

Parents and many grandparents
know first-hand the reality of this
mess. Some of you have decided to
homeschoolyour children, bought
thenecessarybooks and supplies,
and now, face the challenges of that
new endeavor. Others whose stu-
dents remain enrolled in public or
private schools are distance learn-
ing as they did this past spring, or
are attending school two or three
daysaweekand engagingin digital
learning the rest of the time.

And many of you arewondering:
Aremy childrenreceivingaworth-
while education? Are they keep-
ing up? Is the new way of learning
working for them?

Onlyyou can answer those ques-
tions, but keep one thing in mind:
whatever your school situation,
you have the freedom to add sub-
jects to the curriculum.

Which brings me to books and
reading.

Reading and School
All too often our young people
associate reading with academ-
ics and school. Most of them first
learn to read in a classroom, and
asthey grow older, they are forced
to take up unappealing books
and are then compelled to take
tests or write papers on what they
have read.

In addition to teaching my own
children at home, I spent 20 years
teaching literature courses to

seminars of homeschool students
from grades 7-12. My students read
scads of novels, plays, short tories,
and poetry ranging from Sopho-
cles’ “Antigone” to Thornton Wild-
er’s “Our Town,” from “Pride and
Prejudice” to “Watership Down,”
from the poetry of Emily Dickinson
and John Donne tothe shortstories
of Frank O’Connor and Rudyard
Kipling. My seventh-graders even
read “Calvin and Hobbes” for its
excellent vocabulary and irony.
Some of the students liked and
profited from my selections, while
othersweren'tatall happy. Andyes,
they often wrote essays on what the
books they had read.

But this isn't the sort of reading
Imean here.

Pleasures and Treasures
Adults may have to study certain
books, magazines, or articles for
their work, but most of us come
to the printed word for amuse-
ment or for information. Bob, the
history buff, encounters Shelby
Foote’s “The Civil War” and falls
inlove with what some have called
the American “Iliad.” Arthur, the
guywith the9-to-5job at the bank,
picksup the latest Lee Childs novel
atabookstore and silently cackles
with glee at the pleasures await-
ing him that evening. Susan, who
has dreamed for years of visiting
Paris, pores over the photographs
and commentaries in the art and
travel books she snagged from
thelibrary.

We can pass this same sense of
excitement about books to our
children. To do so, we must disas-
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You can instill a love of reading by encouraging children to read about the
topics they’re interested in.

sociate reading from the books re-
quired for the classroom. Ifhome-
schooling, in particular, we must
set aside time for reading outside
ofthe school day and treat it as we
mightsoccer, gymnastics, or piano
lessons, an activity to be enjoyed
for its own sake.

Does 17-year-old James love
sports of all kinds? Get him a sub-
scription to “Sports Illustrated,”
which, in addition to sports cov-
erage, offers some of the finest
writing in American magazines.
Is 9-year-old Sally enamored of all
things equestrian? Take her to the
publiclibrary and introduce her to
books, both fiction and nonfiction,
abouthorses. Has 7-year-old Henry
become fascinated by dinosaurs
after his grandmother gave him a
package filled with plasticreplicas
for his birthday? Again, off you go
to the library or local bookstore,
and your son willlikely gulp down
these books with the same enthu-
siasm he shows toward a bowl of
ice cream.

Magic Kingdoms

We often forget how blessed we
are living in America. We turn a
spigot, and out comes water hot or
cold. We push a button, and four
minutes later, amicrowaved meal
of General Tso’s chicken appears.
We push a few buttons on a cell
phone, speak briefly with a teen-
ager behind a cash register, and
20 minutes later, a pizza arrives at
our doorstep.

The same forgetfulnessis true of
ourlibraries, those magical castles
of stories, histories, biographies,
and all sorts of other genres for
children. The United States has
more than 9,000 libraries, all of
them eager to welcome and grant
young patrons a library card. In
Front Royal, Virginia, where I live
and where I visit the library two or
three times aweek, it'snotunusual
to see a mother with three or four
children hauling home several
bags of books. For an inveterate
reader like me, this sight induces
aburstof euphoria, ajoy thatyoung
readers still take pleasure in print
and paper.

Commence thatlove affair with
thelibrarywhenyour children are
toddlers. My daughter, my oldest
child, was five days old on our first
visit to the library in Charlottes-
ville, Virginia, which was an easy
walk from our house. Yep, a little
crazy, but she remains a reader.

Toddlers and the Rest of Us
Want to have your kids become
lifelong book lovers? Want to pre-
pare them for kindergarten? Want
to introduce them at the age of 2
or 3 to the great conversation of
our culture?

Fill their heads with nurs-
ery rhymes and fairy tales. Let
them shake hands with “Jack
and Jill,” “Little Boy Blue,” “Mary
Had a Little Lamb,” “Jack and
the Beanstalk,” “The Princess
and the Pea,” “Cinderella,” and
“Hansel and Gretel.” When they
get a little older, add the fables of
Aesop—“The Town Mouse and
the Country Mouse,” “The Fox
and the Grapes,” “The Lion and
the Mouse.”

While I was teaching, I was al-
ways astounded when I would
mention such rhymes and tales
to my classes of homeschoolers,
and find one or two who had no
idea of what I was talking about.
These treasures of childhood are
asmuch a part of our literary cul-
ture as Shakespeare, Dante, or
Mark Twain.

Tips for Adolescents and Teens
As our children grow older, their
need to connect with others their
ageincreases. Many of the home-
school students who attended my
seminars were there not only to
learn, butalso to spend time with
their peers. Friendships were
forged or strengthened, and at
least four pairs of these students
later became husband and wife.
You don’t need a classroom to
bring your adolescent and teen
readers to books and bonds of
friendship. A good many years
ago, I helped form a book club,
where a dozen students read the
same book or story, and then met
once amonth to discuss thatread-

ing, with an adult asking ques-
tions and keeping the discussion
on track. We followed the meeting
with a social hour, and the kids
had a great time.

Anotheridea: have studentsread
the same book or story, and then
sponsor amovie nightusinga film
based on the book, with discus-
sion following the movie. Did they
like the way the writers adapted
the story to the film? Why or why
not? And why did the film’s writers
and director make these changes?

Oneyoungwoman I knewthrew
a Halloween party and invited
her friends to come decked out
as their favorite literary charac-
ter. Some of these young people
wentall out, not only dressing the
partbutalso playacting Long John
Silver or Elizabeth Bennet.

A Gift for a Lifetime
Let’s end with Emily Dickinson’s
poem about books:

There is no Frigate like a Book
To take us Lands away

Nor any Coursers like a Page
Of prancing Poetry -

This Traverse may the poorest
take

Without oppress of Toll -
How frugal is the Chariot
That bears the Human Soul -

Ifwe giverein to our young people
in their reading—with guidance,
of course—we're preparing them
for a lifetime of pleasure in the
printed page and equipping them
with tools they’ll need as adults.
Books will strengthen their ties
to the parade of humanity, past
and present.

Let’s help our children become
a part of that parade.

Jeff Minick has four children
and a growing platoon of
grandchildren. For 20 years,
he taught history, literature,
and Latin to seminars of
homeschooling students in
Asheville, N.C. Today, he lives
and writes in Front Royal, Va.
See JeffMinick.com to follow
his blog.

EDUCATION

Google’s Plan to Disrupt the College Degree
Is Exactly What the Higher Education Market Needs

JON MILTIMORE

My wife and I recently hired a
financial adviser who is helping
us map out our financial future.

He seemed stunned that we
didn’t want to take advantage of
the U.S. tax code’s 529 provision,
which helps parents save for their
children’s education.

“You have three kids,” he said.
“Odds are at least one will go to
college. It's a no-brainer.”

We nonetheless demurred. I
like shaving my tax liability as
much as the next guy, but the
truth is, both my wife and I have
serious doubts about higher edu-
cation. Though we both attended
college ourselves, options today
look less promising than they
once did.

College might have been a “no-
brainer” at one time for parents
and students who could afford
it, but that is no longer the case.
Soaring costs, grade inflation,
diminishing degree value, the
politicization of campuses, and
ahost of other issues have made
the once-clear benefits of college
less clear.

Despite all this, a large part of
me still wants my kids to go to
college because it feels like so few
other options are available. That
could be changing, however.

Google’s Effort to Disrupt the
College Diploma
In July, Kent Walker, Google’s
senior vice president for global
affairs and chief legal officer,
announced on Twitter that the
company was expanding its edu-
cation options.

It was a direct salvo at Ameri-
ca’s higher education industry.

“College degrees are out of
reach for many Americans, and
you shouldn’t need a college di-
ploma to have economic secu-
rity,” Walker wrote on Google’s
blog. “We need new, accessible
job-training solutions—from
enhanced vocational programs
to online education—to help

America recover and rebuild.”

To be sure, it’s hard to imagine
anyone taking on America’s $600
billion higher education indus-
try. Nevertheless, a quick look at
Google’s model shows why col-
leges should be worried.

Google is launching various
professional courses that offer
training for specific high-paying
jobs that are in high demand.
Program graduates can earn a
“Google Career Certificate” in
one of the following positions:
project manager ($93,000), data
analyst ($66,000), and user expe-
rience designer ($75,000).

While Google didn’t say how
much itwould cost to earn a cer-
tificate, if it’s anything close to
Google’s IT Support Professional
Certificate, the cost is quite low,
especially compared to college.

That Google IT support pro-
gram costs enrollees $49 per
month. That means a six-month
program would cost about
$300—about what many college
students cough up on textbooks
alone in a semester, Inc. maga-
zine points out.

Compare that price tag to that
of college, where students on
average pay about $30,000 per
year when tuition, housing,
room and board, fees, and other
expenses are factored in.

Unlike college, Google won't
just hand you a diploma and
send you away, however. The
company has promised to assist
graduates in their job searches,

connecting them with employ-
ers such as Intel, Bank of Ameri-
ca, Hulu, Walmart, and Best Buy.

Graduates will also be eligible
for one of the hundreds of ap-
prenticeship opportunities the
company is offering.

B0

College degrees
are out of reach for
many Americans,
and you shouldn’(
need a college
diploma (o have
economic security.

Kent Walker, senior vice president
for global affairs, Google

Is College ‘Worth It’?

In economics, we use a simple
term to talk about something’s
worth: value. We know that val-
ue is subjective. But if consum-
ers freely purchase something,
it suggests consumers place a
value on that good higher than
the price.

Judging the value of a degree
is tricky, however. It’s not like
buying steak at a grocery store.
Buyers are mostly shielded from
the costs in the short term, and
the benefits of the purchase are
extended out over many years.

We know that for many stu-
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A man walks past the Google logo in Paris, in this file photo.

dents, college is a wonderful
investment that increases their
earnings, while for others it will
turn out to be a poor investment
because they don’t graduate
or they acquire job skills that
don’t translate into increased
earnings. (For example, I was
a bartender after I received my
undergraduate degree; I didn’t
make more money because I had
adegree.)

We also know that the prices
and value change over time. In
the case of higher education,
prices have increased sharplyin
the last 30 years while the value
has diminished.

As Arthur C. Brooks pointed
out in The Atlantic in July, from
1989 to 2016, university costs in
tuition and fees increased by 98
percentinreal dollars (inflation-
adjusted), about 11 times that of
the median household income.

Atthe same time, there is com-
pelling evidence that while the
price of college is increasing
sharply, the value of degrees is
diminishing because of a sur-
plus of college diplomas.

For parents like myself, the
idea of spending $350,000 to
send my three children to uni-
versity is, to be frank, slightly
nauseating. All things being
equal, Idon't see the value there.
(As I tell my wife, however, this
doesn’t mean I won'’t send my
child to Princeton if he or she is
admitted, and I believe college
is the right fit for that particu-
lar child.) Over the last couple of
years, whenever I'd think about
my children’s futures, I'd find
myself growing more and more
nervous.

Ifnot college, then what? Why
are there not better options?
There’s a huge need.

The beautiful thing about free
markets is that needs do not go
unmet for very long. In a free
system, innovation has a way
of filling the gaps to fulfill what
consumers want.

Google’s expansion of its ac-

creditation system offers two
things young people (and their
parents) highly value: 1) job
training skills and 2) prestige.

Do not underestimate the pow-
er of the latter. Prestige matters a
lot. In fact, when you look at the
actual education many college
students receive today, prestige
is what they're purchasing, not
education.

The value of degrees might
have been diminishing for years,
but parents and kids could still
rationalize the excessive costs
because there was a certain
amount of status and recogni-
tion conferred simply for being
in college and then graduating.

Major corporations like Google
have more to offer than they re-
alize. In today’s marketplace,
having Google on aresume can
offer the same prestige as a uni-
versity—and arguably far more
in terms of job skills.

Once corporations figure
out their brand can offer com-
modities consumers want—
job-training and validation—it
could disrupt the current edu-
cation model. It’s possible cor-
porations could also bring on a
resurgence of the once-popular
apprenticeship-style learning
that can be traced back to the
Code of Hammurabi in Ancient
Babylon through to business-
training programs of today
like Praxis and Google.

Attheveryleast, programslike
Google Career Certificates will
offer much-needed competition
to the university system and ad-
ditional options to young people
looking to take their next step in
the world.

Parents of the world, rejoice!

Jonathan Miltimore is the
managing editor of FEE.org. His
writing/reporting has been the
subject of articles in TIME mag-
azine, The Wall Street Journal,
CNN, Forbes, Fox News, and the
Star Tribune. This article was
originally published on FEE.org
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Answering the Call to Homeschool

Homeschooling advice from Leigh A. Bortins, founder of Classical Conversations
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WHY DID

SUMMER
CATCH
AUTUMN"

As many parents trepidatiously
dip their toes in the homeschool-
ing waters this year, veteran
homeschoolers are watching and
cheering, knowing that so many
children are about to experience
newfound freedom in their educa-
tion and life.

While homeschooling may be
anew concept to some, it’s be-
come a learning style, and indeed
a lifestyle, enjoyed by many for
decades.

Leigh A. Bortins, a veteran
homeschooling parent, not only
educated her children at home
but also shares her homeschool-
ing wisdom with countless others
through her company, Classical
Conversations, and numerous
books, including “Echo in Celebra-
tion: A Call to Home-Centered
Education.” I asked Bortins for her
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without instructions. Send for the Primer,
free.
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The red fire blazes,
The grey smoke towers.
Sing a song of seasons!

back in time, what advice would
you give your younger self starting

For those who
find themselves

this with just your family, but we
wanted our sons to have some

everything about biology as a
16-year-old?”

Irice #25.00—Loaded for 100 Pietures.

advice for new homeschoolers just | unexpectedly time in small academic groups. out along the homeschool journey? | Asahomeschooler, I believe Elomethi_ngtgright in all! Wild is the music (ot s Bustman's goods aiways in stk st LOEDER BOS, 111 Newan
etting started. homeschooling So we merged our love of fam- MS. BORTINS: Don't expect bi everything we do is practice for [Rors In the L
8 8 this year, Bortins 8 P & y 8 p Fires in the fall! Of autumnal

heads on little bodies. Adults tend
to overestimate children’s experi-
ences and underestimate chil-
dren’s abilities. Little children can
be taught to complete a complicat-
ed task, if given infinite time and a
patient instructor. Children learn
through repetition over extended
periods of time. I wish T knew how
to be as patient as a grandparent
when I was only a young parent.

ily school, service, and work with
a one-day-a-week culmination

of rigorous academic activities
with homeschooling families. The
Classical Conversations families
did the hard work at home and
then met to improve and share
their studies through projects and
performances.

the next day and the rest of life. We
are never finished learning. We
are only practicing. Rereading the
same material from different per-
spectives is part of that practice.

recommends
reconnecting as a
family and identifying
opportunities. For
example, perhaps
young children would
benefit from more
playtime.

An advertisement from The Photographic Herald and
Amateur Sportsman (November 1889)

* Wmds among

THE EPOCH TIMES: You began
homeschooling your children in
the 1980s, before the internet, and
when homeschooling was con-
sidered, perhaps, a radical idea to
some. What inspired you to take
that leap?

LEIGH A. BORTINS: My husband and I
were studying aerospace engineer-
ing in college when we were mar-
ried and had our first son, Robert.
My husband, Rob, was concerned
about the low educational stan-
dards of incoming freshmen (he
was older and working toward his
third degree), and I had a horrible
K-12 experience that I didn't want
my children to repeat.

I'saw an episode of a talk show
about homeschooling, and I was
convinced that we would home-
school, even though our first son
was still a baby. I told my husband
about the option, and he was very
relieved.

n Sept. 4, 1888, George Eastman of New York
patented the first roll-film camera and registered
the Eastman Kodak Company. (Kodak was simply
aword he made up.)
His invention made personal photography practical
for the average person. His company’s slogan was
“You press the button, we do the rest.”

THE EPOCH TIMES: Why do you
believe homeschooling has grown
so significantly in popularity in
recent years?

MS. BORTINS: Seeing is believing.
Most people now know someone
who has successfully home-
schooled their children and trust
the process. Homeschooled chil-
dren do well as adults. Take a look
at NHERI.org for 30 years of re-
search on homeschool outcomes.

LJUPCQO SMOKOVSKI/SHUTTERSTOCK

THE EPOCH TIMES: What words of
encouragement would you offer
the many parents who find them-
selves unexpectedly homeschool-
ing this year?

MS. BORTINS: Take a breath and
consider the blessing of this op-
portunity. Use the time to recon-
nect as a family and consider ho-
listic opportunities in education.
Maybe your little children need
more playtime. Maybe your older
children need more service time.
Maybe your family can finally
travel. Also, consider the skills that
encourage healthy family life and

ALLPHOTOSBY SHUTTERSTOCK

THE EPOCH TIMES: What did you
find to be the greatest benefit of
homeschooling your children?

MS. BORTINS: The comedy show.
My kids make me laugh and laugh
and laugh. Good thing they all
live nearby as adults and we can
include grandchildren and in-
laws, as well as aunts, uncles, and
extended family. Academics are
one way to expand the material for
life as a family.

By Aidan Danza, age 14

ALLPHOTOS BY SHUTTERSTOCK

THE EPOCH TIMES: Would you like to
offer any final pieces of advice to
this year’s new homeschoolers?
MS. BORTINS: I'll make a guaran-
tee. Substitute the long day of car-
pooling and time in classrooms
with just two hours a day of mixed

Leigh Bortins,
founder of Classical
Conversations.
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They have brown skin, but
bright white tusks, and they’re
huge. Females can weigh up to

surface, causing heat to dissipate.
In winter, when heat must be
conserved, blood is kept away

Male tusks can
reach up to three

THE EPOCH TIMES: Through your
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a company that has since grown THE EPOCH TIMES: What do you feel are the most common mistakes tion and non-fiction that is below, not quite a sea lion, and not quite “ have ashort snout, all coveredin  including the Bering Sea, the i

to serve countless homeschooling
families. How did Classical Con-

are the key elements to a success-
ful first year of homeschool?

homeschooling families make?
MS. BORTINS: The credits in school

at, and above your child’s reading

Hudson Bay area, Svalbard
level. You read aloud to the whole

Island in Norway, and the Novaya

rough whiskers called vibrissae.

a seal, but seem to combine all Both males and females have

versations come to be? MS. BORTINS: Put your own oxygen | systems encourage us to check family for an hour a day and let three animals;iptwl 0 tusks, but those of the males Zemlya archipelago of central
MS. BORTINS: I read a lot of books mask on first. Read about parent- off boxes that do notreflect truth. | them read alone for an hour a day. tusky, enormous package. are bigger, reaching a length Russia.
on classical education. The dia- ing, homeschooling, and classi- For example, parents have told Introduce them to the best of ideas - ' of up to three feet. Males also Walruses like to eat mostly

clams and mussels, but also

small fish that live on the seafloor,

and sometimes other seals and

seabirds. Much like a pig, it will

snuffle around under water with

its snout and eat whatever it finds.
The tusks of the walrus are

used not only as weapons, but

also as a sort of status symbol or

have large, knobbly protrusions
on their front half. The walrus is
covered in blond to brown hair,
which is sparse on both males and
females, but dissipates with age
on males but not females.

The two- to four-inch-thick
skin varies with temperature
and season, because of the

me that their child doesn’t need
to participate in our Classical
Conversations’ biology semi-
nar because their 10th-grader
has already studied biology. My
response is, “Really? They know

lectic and rhetorical arts require a
community of students to debate,
practice speeches, give presenta-
tions, participate in plays, wrestle
with math concepts, and enjoy
science experiments. You can do

cal education. Join a community
of homeschoolers like Classical
Conversations who can support
you. Expect great things!

they wouldn’t explore for your
read-aloud books, and let them
read what interests them on their
own time. You'll find the children
begin to broaden their reading
choices as you broaden yours.
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Two Centuries in the Making

ello there, Epoch VIP! We're
thrilled to have you here with us.
We hope this paper finds you
well—especially in today’s world.
There are new developments almost every
day, with different interpretations coming
from all different factions. It’s a situation
which makes it quite difficult to see what our
future looks like as a country, and as a society.
In times like these, we believe that the best
way to ground ourselves is to look into the
past and see what’s worked for our forefathers.
That’s why you may have heard that our motto
is “truth and tradition,” or that we're bringing
back “traditional American journalism.”
To us, this means that our work is guided by
the same values and ideals that have guided

our nation for centuries: values like honesty,
trust, faith, and compassion; ideals like
freedom of expression, independent thought,
equality, and unalienable rights.

We hope that when you read our paper,
you'll be able to see these ideals and values
reflected in our articles. We hope, as they've
done for us, that they can give you strength
and tranquility in this trying time.

Because to us, youre more than a
subscriber, or a reader. You're one of our allies
in the preservation of the greatest things
that humanity has to offer—our history, our
morals, our beliefs, our classics. You're an
ally in our mission to ensure that the wisdom
of our ancestors can be passed down to our
progeny, that generations of Americans to

come will be able to understand the words
left to us by our founding fathers.

And please don't hesitate to let us know if
there’s anything we could be doing better—
whether it’s in our reporting, our design, or
our customer service. The task of preserving
history isn’t an easy one and we'd like to get
things as close to perfect as we possibly can.
With you on our side, we hope to make even
faster progress in the right direction.

Thank you for being a reader and thank
you for being an ally in our quest for
traditional American journalism. You give
us a reason to exist.

In Truth and Tradition,
The Epoch Times
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