WEEK 40, 2019

THE EPOCH TIMES

Barr, Durham
Take ‘Spygate’
Investigation
Overseas

Inquiry into origins of
investigations of Trump
campaign expand to
|taly, Australia, the
United Kingdom

Federal Judge
Rules Catholic
Adoption Agency
Can Refuse LGBT
Parents

U.S. Attorney
John Durham.




2 | OUR NATION

Week 402019 THE EPOCH TIMES

Trump Asks Who Changed
Whistleblower Rules Betore Submittal
of ‘Fake Whistleblower Report

IVAN PENTCHOUKOV

President Donald Trump on
Sept. 30 demanded to know
which officials changed the
rules on a whistleblower
form for complaints submit-
ted to the Office of the Inspec-
tor General of the Intelligence
Community.

Sometime between May 17,
2018, and Sept. 24, 2019, the
office removed language from
the Urgent Concern Disclo-
sure Form that notified com-
plainants that their reports
wouldn’t be transmitted pur-
suant to the Intelligence Com-
munity Whistleblower Protec-
tion Act (ICWPA) unless they
had first-hand knowledge of
alleged wrongdoing.

The removal of the language
is significant because on Aug.
12, less than three weeks before
the form was modified, the In-
telligence Community inspec-
tor general (ICIG) received
a whistleblower complaint
based entirely on second-hand
knowledge about a call be-
tween Trump and Ukrainian
President Volodymyr Zelensky
and related events. Democrats
relied on the complaint, before
it was made public, to launch
an impeachment inquiry.

“Who changed the long
standing whistleblower rules
just before submittal of the
fake whistleblower report?
Drain the swamp!” Trump
wrote on Twitter on Sept. 30.

In the Twitter post, Trump

didn’t refer to the whistleblow-
er form and instead referenced
“whistleblower rules.” It’s un-
clear if the president is aware
of a change to ICIG rules prior
to the filing of the complaint
on Aug. 12. The White House
didn’t respond to a request for
clarification.

The form currently posted
on the ICIG website states
that it was revised in August,
although the internal file prop-
erties say the form was created
on Sept. 24.

A version of the Urgent Con-
cern Disclosure Form, which
was created on May 17, 2018,
states that “in order to find an
urgent concern ‘credible,” the
ICIG must be in possession of
reliable, first-hand informa-
tion.”

“The ICIG cannot trans-
mit information via the IC-
WPA based on an employee’s
second-hand knowledge of
wrongdoing,” the form, which
The Epoch Times obtained
from a CIA whistleblower,
states.

The form currently posted on
the ICIG website no longer fea-
tures the language requiring
first-hand knowledge.

“There has never been any
requirement that whistle-
blowers were required to pos-
sess first-hand knowledge to
file complaint. No law any-
where states that,” Mark Zaid,
the attorney for the anony-
mous whistleblower, wrote
on Twitter.

Who changed

the long standing
whistleblower
rules just before
submittal of the
fake whistleblower
report?

President Donald Trump

The Office of the Director of
National Intelligence (ODNI)
and the ICIG didn’t respond
when asked when the new
form became official, who ap-
proved it, why the change was
made, and if the process for
handling complaints featur-
ing second-hand information
has changed.

House lawmakers on Sept.
30 issued a preservation order
for all the records connected to
changes made to the complaint
form.

“[The] timing of the removal
of the first-hand information
requirement raises questions
about potential connections to
this whistleblower complaint,”
Republican Reps. Devin Nunes
(R-Calif.), Kevin McCarthy
(R-Calif.), and Jim Jordan (R-
Ohio) wrote in a letter to ICIG
Michael Atkinson.

“This timing, along with nu-
merous apparent leaks of clas-
sified information about the
contents of this complaint, also
raise questions about potential
criminality in the handling of
these matters.”

The whistleblower’s com-
plaint, released by the House
Intelligence Committee on
Sept. 26, relies entirely on
second-hand information
the complainant allegedly re-
ceived from purported govern-
ment sources, media reports,
and other publicly available
information.

The Department of Justice,
upon request of Director of

National Intelligence Joseph
Maguire, reviewed the com-
plaint and determined that it
didn’t meet the statutory defi-
nition of an “urgent concern,”
because “the alleged conduct
does not relate to ‘the funding,
administration, or operation of
an intelligence activity’ under
the authority of the Director of
National Intelligence.”

The Intelligence Community
Whistleblower Protection Act
is similarly limited to com-
plaints that concern activities
under the “authority of the Di-
rector of National Intelligence.”
In his letter to the ODNI, At-
kinson didn’t explain how a
complaint alleging wrongdo-
ing by the president falls with-
in the authority of the Director
of National Intelligence.

The attorneys for the anon-
ymous whistleblower didn’t
respond when asked why the
complaint about the president
was filed with the ICIG.

As part of their impeach-
ment inquiry, congressional
Democrats are working with
the whistleblower’s attorney
to set up a time and place for
testimony, according to Zaid.

“Discussions continue to
occur to coordinate & finalize
logistics but no date [and] time
has yet been set,” Zaid wrote
on Twitter on Sept. 29.

Trump and Republicans
have decried the impeach-
ment probe, calling it another
attack on the president by the
Democrats.

THE FPOCH TIMES ~ Week 40, 2019

OUR NATION | 3

The whistleblower’s com-
plaint centers around a call
between Trump and Zelen-
sky in which the president
asks the Ukrainian leader to
look into potential miscon-
duct by former Vice Presi-
dent Joe Biden and his son,
Hunter Biden. The whistle-
blower alleges that Trump’s
request amounted to a po-
tential violation of campaign
finance laws because Trump
purportedly used his office
to ask for an investigation
into an election opponent.
The Department of Justice
reviewed the allegation and
determined that no further
action was necessary.

In videotaped remarks, Joe
Biden spoke about forcing
Ukraine to fire its top pros-
ecutor by withholding $1 bil-
lion in loans. The prosecutor
was at the time investigating
Burisma, a gas company for
which Hunter Biden served on
the board of directors. Hunter
Biden received $50,000 per
month in compensation.

Before the transcript of the
call or the whistleblower’s
complaint were made public,
Biden accused Trump of asking
Ukraine for help.

“Desperate Donald Trump
knows that I can beat him, so
now he’s enlisting the help of
a foreign government—once
again. It’s an abuse of power
and violates every basic norm
of the presidency,” Biden wrote
on Sept. 21. “We cannot give
him four more years in the
White House.”

The former vice president
appears to have been rely-
ing on a media report based
on anonymous sources who
claimed, without evidence,
that Trump made a mysteri-
ous promise to Zelensky and
mentioned Biden on the call
eight times. These and other
media claims have been de-
bunked by the release of the
transcript and the complaint.

President Donald Trump
speaks during the
Armed Forces Welcome
Ceremony in honor of
the 20th chairman of the
Joint Chiefs of Staff in
Arlington, Va., on Sept.

30, 2019.
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A police officer stands guard in Aventura, Fla., on Oct. 26, 2018.

US Murders Drop Most
Since 1990s as Crime
Abates in 2018

PETR SVAB

ot since 1999 has the

United States seen the

number of murders

drop so precipitously
as in 2018, when 1,080 fewer
people died of homicide or non-
negligent manslaughter than the
year before, according to nation-
al crime statistics released by the
FBI on Sept. 30.

The murder rate dropped to 5
per 100,000 residents, a decline
of 6.8 percent from 2017.

Overall, the violent crime rate
dropped by 3.9 percent, most
notably the robbery rate, which
slid by 12.6 percent in 2018. The
property crime rate, meanwhile,
decreased by 6.9 percent. The
burglary rate, in particular, de-
clined by 12.5 percent.

Ofthe seven crimes captured in
the data—homicide, rape, robbery,
aggravated assault, burglary,
theft, and car theft—only rape was
up in 2018, by 2.1 percent.

The decline in crimes acceler-
ated from 2017, when the violent
crime rate dropped by about 1
percent and the rate of property
crime fell by 3.6 percent.

The past two years saw a de-
crease from the major crime
spike in the two years prior. Be-
tween 2014 and 2016, the murder
rate had increased by more than
20 percent. The country hadn’t
seen a two-year increase so steep
for decades.

Winners and Losers

As usual, more than 80 percent
of violent crimes were concen-
trated in cities in 2018, but there
were notable improvements. Vio-
lent crime decreased by about 25
percent since 2016 in Las Vegas,
Atlanta, Miami, Virginia Beach,
and Minneapolis.

On the other hand, some cit-
ies that have historically main-
tained lower crime rates have
seen substantial increases. Vio-
lent crime was up since 2016 in
San Jose, California, by 14 per-
cent, Seattle by 18 percent, Den-
ver by 14 percent, Oklahoma City
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It is wonderful
news for
America’s inner
cities that the
crime increase
of 2015 and
2016 has
leveled off.

Heather Mac Donald,
policing expert,
Manhattan Institute

Police officers stand
on patrol as people
participatein a
Silent Peace March
Against Violence in
New York on July
25,2018.
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by 13 percent, and 40 percent in
Aurora, Colorado. Also, murders
were up by nearly 70 percent in
Seattle and almost 80 percent in
Portland, Oregon, though mur-
der rates still remain well below
U.S. average for both cities.
Philadelphia was the only city
with a population above a mil-
lion where murders went up
since 2016—by almost 30 percent.

Good for Trump

The overall decrease in crime
benefits President Donald
Trump, who ran on a tough-on-
crime platform. Increased safety
was also one of his major promis-
estoinner-city black Americans,
who’ve been historically most af-
fected by high crime rates.

“It is wonderful news for
America’s inner cities that the
crime increase of 2015 and 2016
has leveled off, since the vast
majority of victims of that crime
increase—3,000 additional homi-
cide deaths—were urban blacks.
Likewise, the beneficiaries of
a violent crime decline will be
urban blacks,” said Heather Mac
Donald, policing expert at the
Manhattan Institute, a conser-
vative think tank.

She thinks the positive trend is
due in part to the media switch-
ing focus from the “Black Lives
Matter” narrative centered on
police brutality, which she con-
siders false, to the “Resistance”
narrative centered on opposition
against Trump.

“The absence of a Black Lives
Matter-supporting president and
attorney general may have per-
suaded more cops to go back to
proactive policing,” Mac Donald
said in an email. “Still, recently-
elected left-wing prosecutors are
carrying on the crusade against
law enforcement, refusing to
prosecute low-level crimes in
the name of racial justice. As their
policies play out, in places like
Philadelphia, which is still seeing
a crime increase, and elsewhere,
the gains in public safety from the
previous two decades of assertive
law enforcement remain at risk.”
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DEA Allowed Increase in Opioid Production
Despite Rising Deaths: 1G Report

BOWEN XIAO

he Drug Enforcement Agency (DEA)
was slow to address the opioid epidemic
and authorized an increase in opioid
production quotas despite the fact that
overdose deaths were rising, according
to a new report by the Justice Depart-
ment’s Office of the Inspector General
(OIG).

From 1999 through 2013, opioid over-
dose deaths in the United States grew
by 8 percent per year on average, and
71 percent per year from 2013 through
2017. But from 2003 through 2013, the
agency still authorized manufactur-
ers to “produce substantially larger
amounts of opioids,” the report found.

Thereport, in one example, described
how the DEA authorized a 400 percent
increase in the production of oxyco-
done, a common prescription opioid
between 2002 and 2013. The agency
only started to significantly reduce the
oxycodone production quota in 2017—
with a 25 percent cut.

While the OIG acknowledged the
DEA had taken some action to ad-
dress the crisis in recent years,
they said the agency didn’t do
enough to address the signif-
icant rise in opioid use and
diversion of opioids since the
early 2000s. The report, in
addition, detailed shortfalls
in the DEA’s policies and
regulations they said: “did
not adequately hold regis-
trants accountable or prevent
the diversion of pharmaceutical
opioids.”

“We found the DEA was slow to re-
spond to this growing public health
crisis and that its regulatory and en-
forcement efforts could have been more
effective,” Inspector General Michael E.
Horowitz said in an Oct. 1 video state-
ment.

Continuing in his statement, Horow-
itz also said the agency “does not cap-
ture sufficient data to detect emerging
drug trends or suspicious orders in a
timely manner, which may have con-
tributed to its overall slow response to
the opioid crisis.”

The opioid epidemic claimed the lives
of nearly 400,000 people between 1999
and 2017, according to the latest U.S.
data. On average, the epidemic takes
the lives 0of 130 people every day across
the United States and was declared a
public health emergency by the White
House in October 2017.

“The DEA is the gatekeeper of opi-
oid production and distribution in the
United States and they were quite liter-
ally asleep on the job,” Jeffery Greco, a
criminal defense lawyer and former
prosecutor, told The Epoch Times.

“How else do you explain how some-
thinglike this could be allowed to con-
tinue, despite the known dangers, year
after year?”

The OIG, in its review, examined the
regulatory activities and enforcement
efforts of the DEA from the fiscal year

The DEA is the
gatekeeper

of opioid
production and
distribution

in the United
States and
they were quite
literally asleep
on the job.
Jeffery Greco,

criminal defense
lawyer

Oxycodone pain
pills prescribed
for a patient with
chronic pain are on
display in Norwich,
Conn.,on March
23,2016.
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2010 to 2017 in regard to what it did to
combat the opioid epidemic. The re-
port’sintroduction described the crisis
as not only affecting public health but
also the social and economic welfare
of the country.
By one count, the opioid crisis costs
the United States $78.5 billion per
year when accounting for the cost
of health care, lost productiv-
ity, addiction treatment, and
criminal justice involve-
ment, according to the Cen-
ters for Disease Control and
Prevention.
To help the DEA better
combat the crisis, the OIG
made nine recommendations
that will help the agency’s abil-
ity to detect the diversion of opi-
oids. The Justice Department and
the DEA have all agreed with these
recommendations.

The DEA, per their mission statement,
enforces laws and regulations in the
United States and aims to bring to the
criminal and civil justice system organi-
zations involved in the “growing, man-
ufacture, or distribution of controlled
substances appearing in or destined for
illicit traffic in the United States.”

‘Unacceptable on Every Level’

The OIG report also identifies weak-
nesses in the DEA’s registration pro-
cess. The agency is responsible for
vetting and registering anyone who
wishes to handle controlled substances,
including manufacturers, distributors,
and health care practitioners.

Registrants, after having their regis-
tration revoked or surrendered, could
reapply for registration again the day
after, the OIG found. Greco described
this as “appalling.”

“To call this appalling is an insult to
the word appalling,” he said. “It doesn’t
come close to explaining just how egre-
gious this lackluster enforcement on
the people who have made millions, if
not billions, was in this deadly game.

“People are dying every day from it
and all we get is a paper identifying
the many ways in which the DEA has
failed to do the one and only job that
mattered most? This is unacceptable on
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every single level imaginable.”

Meanwhile, pharmaceutical maker
Purdue Pharma, which made billions
selling its prescription painkiller Oxy-
Contin, recently filed for bankruptcy as
part of an agreement to pay back bil-
lions of dollars to communities ravaged
by the opioid epidemic. More than 2,600
lawsuits assert the company aggres-
sively sold OxyContin as a drug with a
low risk of addiction, despite knowing
it wasn’t.

Another OIG finding said the DEA
didn’t “adequately collect, maintain, or
analyze data in order to identify trends
in use of controlled substances.” The
DEA’s system of collecting suspicious
orders was also incomplete.

Robert C. Whitley, an attorney based
in Bucks County, Pennsylvania, who
has been working with the local com-
munity to combat the opioid epidemic,
said that his initial reaction to the OIG
report is positive, as it’s an indication
the Trump administration is stepping
up efforts to address the problems.

“The OIG report does make it clear
that prior to the Trump administration,
the DEA was definitely lax on staying
up with addressing the problems and
regulatory issues relating to opioids,
particularly the diversion of opioids,”
he told The Epoch Times.

The OlGreport did say both the justice
department and the DEA recently in-
creased efforts to address the opioid epi-
demic, “including increasing enforce-
ment staffing and enforcement actions,
and working more closely with federal
and state partners.” But the office states
that more work is needed.

In an Oct. 1 statement to The Epoch
Times, a DEA spokesperson said they
appreciated the OIG’s assessments.

“While only a minute fraction of the
more than 1.8 million manufacturers,
distributors, pharmacies, and prescrib-
ers registered with DEA are involved
in unlawful activity, DEA continu-
ously works to identify and root out
the bad actors,” the spokesperson said
via email.

“Inthe past eight years, DEA removed
approximately 900 registrations an-
nually, preventing further diversion of
controlled substances.”
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Local police

and paramedics
help a man who
is overdosing

in the Drexel
neighborhood of
Dayton, Ohio, on
Aug. 3, 2017.

Local police
help a man who
is overdosing

in the Drexel
neighborhood of
Dayton, Ohio, on
Aug. 3,2017.

Trump: Democrats ‘Are

Trying to Stop Me, -

Because

[ Am Fighting for You’
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President Donald Trump disembarks after arriving on Air Force One at Joint Base Andrews in Maryland on Sept. 26, 2019.

JANITA KAN

resident Donald Trump has expressed
his resolve to fight for the American
people in a video message, follow-
ing a whistleblower complaint about
a phone call between Trump and
Ukraine’s president that prompted
the House to launch an impeachment
inquiry.

“What’s going on now is the single
greatest scam in the history of Ameri-
can politics,” Trump said in his video
on Sept. 28.

“The Democrats want to take away
your guns, they want to take away
your health care, they want to take
away your vote, they want to take
away your freedom, they want to take
away your judges, they want to take
away everything. We can never let this
happen.

“We are fighting to drain the swamp.
And that’s exactly what I'm doing and
you see why we have to do it because
our country is at stake like never be-
fore. It’s all very simple. They’re try-
ing to stop me because I'm fighting for
you. And I'll never let that happen.”

House Democrats are moving for-
ward with an impeachment inquiry
announced by House Speaker Nancy
Pelosi (D-Calif.) on Sept. 24. On Sept.
27, three House committees an-
nounced that one of the panels has
issued a subpoena to Secretary of State
Mike Pompeo over documents relating
to Ukraine dealings, as well as sched-
uled depositions of five State Depart-
ment officials as part of the inquiry.

Pelosi initiated the impeachment
inquiry over media reports about a
whistleblower complaint that centers
on a phone call between Trump and
Ukraine’s Volodymyr Zelensky. The
transcript of the call and complaint
were released this week.

House Republican leaders have criti-
cized Pelosi for making the decision
to start the inquiry prior to review-
ing the documents. The transcript
revealed that although Trump had
asked Zelensky to look into Biden, he
didn’t exert any pressure and neither
was there any quid pro quo.

Earlier on Sept. 28, Trump took to
Twitter to criticize Democrats, while
singling out six House members: Rep.
Jerry Nadler (D-N.Y.), chairman of the
House Judiciary Committee; Adam
Schiff (D-Calif.), chairman of the
House Intelligence Committee; and
Rep. Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez (D-

Can you imagine if
these Do Nothing
Democrat Savages,
people like Nadler,
Schiff, AOC Plus 3,
and many more, had
aRepublican Party
who would have
done to Obama what
the Do Nothings are
doing to me.

President Donald Trump

N.Y.); as well as her three close allies—
Reps. Ilhan Omar (D-Minn.), Ayanna
Pressley (D-Mass.), and Rashida Tlaib
(D-Mich.).

“Can you imagine if these Do Noth-
ing Democrat Savages, people like
Nadler, Schiff, AOC Plus 3, and many
more, had a Republican Party who
would have done to Obama what
the Do Nothings are doing to me,” he
wrote.

“Oh well, maybe next time!”

Inseparate posts, he wrote, “Presiden-
tial Harassment!,” “Make America Great
Again!,” and “Keep America Great!”

Trump and other critics have sug-
gested that the impeachment inquiry
would distract the House from its leg-
islative agenda in Congress.

On Sept. 25, at the United Nations,
Trump told reporters that he tried
talking to Pelosi about gun laws but
said she didn’t appear interested.

“She’s lost her way. She’s been taken
over by the radical left. She may be a
radical left herself, but she really has
lost her way. I spoke to her about guns
yesterday. She didn’t even know what
I was talking about. She’s not inter-
ested in guns,” Trump said.

“I’ll tell you what: Nancy Pelosi is
not interested in guns and gun protec-
tion and gun safety. All she is thinking
about is this. She’s been taken over by
the radical left, the whole Democrat
Party. And you take a look at what’s
happening in the media today. The
whole party is taken over by the left.”

Similarly, Rep. Jeff Van Drew (D-N.J.)
said that compared to the last session,
he feels that fewer bills are being
passed now, and Congress “seldom”
comes together to get things done.

“I'think probably only a third of the
number of bills compared to [the] last
session,” he told Fox News in an ap-
pearance on Sept. 28.

Meanwhile, Pelosi told a press con-
ference on Sept. 27 that the inquiry
wouldn’t affect the House’s legislative
processes.

“We continue to move forward on
meeting the needs of the Ameri-
can people and making progress for
them,” Pelosi said. “At the same time,
we take an oath to protect and defend
the constitution. We can do both.”

Epoch Times reporter Zachary
Stieber contributed to this report.
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House Speaker
Nancy Pelosi
speaks at the
Texas Tribune
Festival in
Austin on Sept.
28, 2019.
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Federal Judge Rules Catholic Adoption

Agency Can Refuse LGB’

MATTHEW VADUM

navictory for religious freedom,
afederal judge in Michigan ruled
a Catholic adoption agency that
contracts with the state will
be allowed to refuse to handle
adoption requests that would place
children with LGBTQ couples.

The judge pointedly noted that in
opposing the agency, the state’s at-
torney general engaged in a “targeted
attack” on the agency’s “sincerely held
religious belief.”

The ruling came Sept. 26 in a case cit-
ed as Buck v. Gordon, which involved
Lansing-based St. Vincent Catholic
Charities, along with Chad and Melis-
sa Buck, parents of five children with
special needs, and Shamber Flore, a
former foster child.

St. Vincent has stated that “as a
Catholic organization, [it] cannot
provide a written recommendation
to the State evaluating and endorsing
a family situation that would conflict
with [its] religious beliefs.” This means
it can’t endorse adoption for “unmar-
ried or LGBTQ couples consistent with
its Catholic mission.”

Michigan Attorney General Dana
Nessel was elected Nov. 6, 2018, be-
coming the first openly gay person
to win statewide office in the Mitten
State, as well as the first Democrat to
hold the post of attorney general in
two decades.

Nessel refused to defend a 2015
state law protecting the agency’s
religious freedoms because, in her
own words, she “could not justify
using the state’s money” to defend “a
law whose only purpose is discrimi-
natory animus,” Judge Robert J. Jonker
ofthe U.S. District Court for the West-
ern District of Michigan wrote in his

What this
case is about
is whether St.
Vincent may
continue to do
this work and
still profess
and promote
the traditional
Catholic belief
that marriage,
as ordained by
God, is for one
man and one
woman.

Robert J. Jonker, U.S.
district court judge

v

Attorney General
Dana Nessel.

OFFICE OF THEATTORNEY GENERAL OF MICHIGAN

ruling.

Nessel called supporters of the law
“hate-mongers” who disliked gay
people more than they cared about
children, the judge wrote.

“This case is not about whether
same-sex couples can be great par-
ents,” Jonker wrote. “They can. No one
in the case contests that. To the con-
trary, St. Vincent has placed children
for adoption with same-sex couples
certified by the State.

“What this case is about is whether
St. Vincent may continue to do this
work and still profess and promote the
traditional Catholic belief that mar-
riage, as ordained by God, is for one
man and one woman. In 2015, Michi-
gan’s state legislature passed a law de-
signed to ensure it could do just that.”

When Michigan was first sued
on the issue, the state “defended
the right of St. Vincent to maintain
its religious belief while it placed
children on a non-discriminatory
basis in any home approved by the
State,” but after taking office, Nes-
sel changed the interpretation of
Michigan law and the agency’s con-
tracts, forcing it to “choose between
its traditional religious belief, and
the privilege of continuing to place
children with foster and adoptive
parents of all types.”

The reinterpretation of Michigan
law came when Nessel settled a 2017

lawsuit filed by two lesbian couples,

stipulating that the 2015 law didn’t
apply to adoption agencies if they
were under contract with the state.

The judge wrote that the state’s “real
goal is not to promote non-discrimi-
natory child placements, but to stamp
out St. Vincent’s religious belief and
replace it with the State’s own.”

Jonker issued a preliminary injunc-

B

Parents

tion against the state, “preserving the
status quo while the case is fully liti-
gated.”

The Becket Fund for Religious Lib-
erty, a nonprofit and public interest
law firm that represents the adoption
agency in the litigation, praised the
judge’s decision.

The firm said in 2017, “St. Vincent
recruited more new adoptive families
than nearly 90 percent of the other
agencies in its service area, but de-
spite their success, they were targeted
by the Attorney General of Michigan
simply because of their beliefs about
same-sex marriage.”

“Our nation is facing a foster-care
crisis, and we are so glad that Michi-
gan’s foster children will continue
having all hands on deck to help them
find loving forever homes,” Lori Wind-
ham, senior counsel at Becket, said in
a statement.

“The Bucks and St. Vincent Catholic
Charities won a victory in Michigan,
but there is still work to be done to
ensure that faith-based agencies can
contribute to ending our nation’s fos-
ter-care crisis.”

The American Civil Liberties Union
disagreed.

‘Today’s ruling requires the state
to put the individual religious beliefs
of foster-care agencies ahead of the
welfare of children,” Jay Kaplan, staff
attorney for the ACLU of Michigan’s
LGBT Project, said, according to NBC
News. “This will not facilitate foster
and adoptive placements for children
inneed. Instead, it will allow agencies
to turn away same-sex foster parents
who are able to provide supportive and
loving homes for these children.”

Nessel’s office didn’t immediately
respond to a request for comment from
The Epoch Times.
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Warren Backs Ocasio-Cortez’s
Plan for Economic Inequality
and Climate Change

MATTHEW VADUM

Democratic presidential
contender Elizabeth Warren
threw her weight behind a
plan proposed by Rep. Alex-
andria Ocasio-Cortez that
includes taxpayer-funded
welfare benefits for illegal
aliens and increased gov-
ernment intervention in the
economy, including nation-
wide rent control.

Ocasio-Cortez (D-N.Y.) is
an outspoken member of the
United States’ largest Marxist
group, the Democratic Social-
ists of America. She is one of
four members of a congres-
sional grouping known as
“The Squad,” which advocates
radical left-wing policies and
is fiercely critical of President
Donald Trump.

The other Squad members
are Reps. IThan Omar (D-
Minn.), Rashida Tlaib (D-
Mich.), and Ayanna Pressley
(D-Mass.). Although Rep.
Nancy Pelosi (D-Calif.) is
speaker of the House of Rep-
resentatives, many commen-
tators say that Ocasio-Cortez,
who is popular on social me-
dia, is so influential that she
sets policy for House Demo-
crats.

The new plan, “A Just So-
ciety,” comes after Ocasio-
Cortez’s Green New Deal, an
environmental policy that
critics say would cost more
than $90 trillion to imple-
ment and have little discern-
ible impact on the environ-
ment. Major Democrats in
the presidential race back
the Green New Deal, includ-
ing Warren (D-Mass.), Sen.
Bernie Sanders (I-Vt.), former
Vice President Joe Biden, and
South Bend, Indiana, Mayor
Pete Buttigieg.

AJust Society “aims to com-

Warren became
the first of

the large field
contending for

the Democrats’
presidential nod
to express support
for the plan.

The plan calls for
imposing rent
control throughout
the nation and
giving tenants the
right to apply to
federal courts for
relief if landlords
violate the law.
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bat the greatest threats to
our country, our democracy,
and our planet: economic in-
equality and climate change,”
according to Ocasio-Cortez’s
congressional website.

The plan will put America
“on a path towards shared
prosperity for all,” the site
states, by providing “a living
wage, safe working condi-
tions, and healthcare,” while
acknowledging “the value of
immigrants to our communi-
ties.” It also “guarantees safe,
comfortable, and affordable
housing.”

Warren became the first of
the large field contending for
the Democrats’ presidential
nod to express support for the
plan.

“It’s going to take big, struc-
tural change to tackle poverty
and inequality in the U.S.,
and @AOC’s ‘A Just Society’ is
just the type of bold, compre-
hensive thinking we’ll need
to get it done,” she said in a
Sept. 29 tweet.

Politico wrote in a headline
in May that Ocasio-Cortez’s
was “One of the most im-
portant endorsements in
America right now.” The
headline was quoting politi-
cal operative Rebecca Katz,
who advised left-wing actress
Cynthia Nixon’s campaign for
governor of New York. “AOC
has captured the imagination
of so many young people, so
many women and so many
nonpoliticos who really see
her as a ray of light,” Katz
said.

A Just Society is broken
down into six policy pack-
ages labeled as the “Recog-
nizing Poverty Act,” “Place to
Prosper Act,” “Embrace Act,”
“Mercyin Re-entry Act,” “Up-
lift Workers Act,” and “Guar-
antees the Economic, Social

Democratic presidential candidate Sen. Elizabeth Warren (D-Mass.) speaks at a Town Hall in Keene, N.H., on Sept. 25, 2019.

and Cultural Rights for All.”

The plan calls for imposing
rent control throughout the
nation and giving tenants
the right to apply to federal
courts for relief if landlords
violate the law. It also would
make illegal aliens eligible for
federal benefits and provides
that “an individual may not
be denied any Federal public
benefit solely on the basis that
the individual was convicted
of a criminal offense (Whether
under Federal, State, tribal, or
foreign law).”

The plan would require
that employers be scored for
“worker-friendliness” be-
fore being giving a federal
contract. This score would
consider “factors such as
paid-family leave, schedul-
ing predictability, a $15 min-
imum wage or otherwise
prevailing wage, and union
membership, to ensure that
all federal agencies prioritize
contractors that are ‘worker-
friendly’ when deciding what
entities deserve public funds.”

The plan would also em-
power the United Nations
and weaken U.S. control
over its own internal affairs
by instructing “the executive
branch to re-initiate ratifica-
tion processes for the Interna-
tional Covenant on Economic,
Social and Cultural Rights,”
a document that “states that
all persons have the right to
work, fair and just condi-
tions of work, social secu-
rity, an adequate standard
of living, including adequate
food, clothing, housing, and
healthcare.”

The Epoch Times request-
ed comments from both the
Warren and Ocasio-Cortez
campaigns. As of press
time, neither campaign had
replied.

SCOTTEISEN/GETTY IMAGES




8 | OUR NATION

Week 402019 THE EPOCH TIMES

Barr, Durham Take
‘Spygate’ Investigation Overseas

IVAN PENTCHOUKOV

he Department of Justice (DOJ) inves-
tigation into spying on the campaign
of President Donald Trump is going
global, with Attorney General William
Barr and U.S. Attorney John Durham
communicating and meeting with of-
ficials from Italy, Australia, the UK, and
other nations.

Australian Prime Minister Scott Mor-
rison told Trump during a phone call
that his government is ready to assist
with the investigation, a spokesperson
from Morrison’s office confirmed to The
Epoch Times. Australia had offered to
help Barr with the investigation as early
as May 28, just two weeks after the at-
torney general appointed Durham to
lead the probe, according to a letter ad-
dressed to Barr from Joe Hockey, Aus-
tralia’sambassador to the United States.

“The Australian government has al-
ways been ready to assist and cooperate
with efforts that help shed further light
on the matters under investigation,” the
Morrison spokesperson said.

“The Prime Minister confirmed this
readiness once again in conversation
with the president,” the spokesperson
said, referring to a phone call that was
the subject of a report by The New York
Times.

Trump made the introductions to
Australia and Italy at Barr’s request, a
DOJ official told ABCon Oct. 1. Barrand
Durham met with senior Italian intel-
ligence officials during a trip to Italy on
the week of Aug. 26, the same official
confirmed.

“As the Department of Justice has
previously announced, a team led by
U.S. Attorney John Durham is investi-
gating the origins of the U.S. counter-
intelligence probe of the Trump 2016
presidential campaign. Mr. Durham is
gathering information from numerous
sources, including a number of foreign
countries,” DOJ spokeswoman Kerri
Kupec said in a statement, according
to ABC.

“At Attorney General Barr’s request,
the President has contacted other
countries to ask them to introduce the
Attorney General and Mr. Durham to
appropriate officials.”

The DOJ didn’t respond to a request
from The Epoch Times to confirm the
statements provided to ABC.

Durham also is reviewing informa-
tion his team received from private
individuals in Ukraine, a DOJ spokes-
person confirmed to The Epoch Times.

Durham’s investigation is going global
atthe same time as Barr and Trump are
under growing attacks by congressional
Democrats and their media allies about
a phone call the president had with
Ukrainian leader Volodymyr Zelensky.
During the phone call, Trump inquired
about a server tied to the cybersecurity
firm CrowdStrike, which analyzed the
Democratic National Committee server

Democrats are
running scared
of what Barr’s
fact-finding

will uncover.
That’s why
they’re trying to
undermine him.
But he’ll get to
the truth.

Rep. Jim Jordan,
ina tweet

after it was allegedly hacked by Russian
intelligence operatives.

“Barr is following the facts where
they lead about how the false collu-
sion narrative started,” Rep. Jim Jordan
(R-Ohio) wrote on Twitter. “This effort
requires talking to intelligence agen-
cies around the world. That’s why he’s
gathering information from our allies,
like Australia, Britain, and Italy.

“Democrats are running scared of
what Barr’s fact-finding will uncover.
That’swhy they’re trying to undermine
him. But he’ll get to the truth.”

The FBI counterintelligence of the
Trump campaign officially started on
July 31, 2016, based on a tip about a
conversation between senior Trump
campaign associate George Papadopou-
los and Australian diplomat Alexander
Downer. Papadopoulos told Downer
during a meeting in London that Rus-
sians had “dirt” on then-candidate Hill-
ary Clinton.

The FBI investigators eventually se-
cured a Foreign Intelligence Surveil-
lance Act (FISA) warrant on Trump
campaign associate Carter Page. While
the extent of the spying granted still
isn’t public, it’s possible the commu-
nications of the entire campaign were
captured via the Page FISA warrant.

The warrant application relied heav-
ily on an opposition research dossier
on then-candidate Trump compiled by
former UK spy Christopher Steele, with
whom the bureau cut ties after learning
that he wasleaking to the media. Steele
paid second- and thirdhand sources
with ties to the Kremlin for informa-
tion in the dossier; the Clinton cam-
paign and the Democratic National
Committee paid for the Steele dossier
via the Perkins Coie law firm.

The Steele dossier was widely distrib-
uted to the media and Obama admin-
istration officials before and after the
2016 election. An FBI official in Italy
was one of the first to receive a copy.

The FBI investigation of the Trump
campaign evolved into the special
counsel probe led by Robert Mueller,
after Trump fired FBI Director James
Comey in May 2017. Mueller finished
hisinvestigation in March, concluding
that there wasn’t enough evidence to
establish that Trump colluded with
Russia to influence the 2016 election.

Some of the same media outlets
that perpetuated the now-debunked
Trump-Russia conspiracy theory are
now criticizing Barr’s inquiry. The
Washington Post suggested that Barr’s
overtures to Italy and Australia have
“a conspiratorial focus,” while a New
York Times reporter, without evidence,
wrote that Trump “is using federal law
enforcement powers to aid his political
prospects” and “settle scores with his
perceived ‘deep state’ enemies.”

“Bill Barr is doing exactly what he
should: investigate and get to the bot-
tom of how a collusion conspiracy,

with no real basis, spread through
senior levels of our Justice Depart-
ment and gripped America for 3 years,”
Rep. Mark Meadows (R-N.C.) wrote on
Twitter.

“One has to wonder why the people
who were the loudest in spreading
the Russian collusion hoax are now
the same people most vehemently op-
posed to investigating its true origins.
Troubling.”

The Durham investigation for some
time ran alongside a separate, ex-
tensive review centered on the Page
FISA application, conducted by DOJ
Inspector General Michael Horow-
itz. In a Sept. 13 letter to lawmakers,
Horowitz said that he had submitted
a draft copy of the report to the DOJ.
His team had reviewed more than 1
million records and conducted more
than 100 interviews.

Horowitz is obliged to forward evi-
dence of any criminality to Durham,
who has the power to bring charges
against any alleged perpetrators.
Horowitz told lawmakers recently that
he has been in contact with Durham.

Top Democrats and their media al-
lies are painting the Barr-Durham in-
quiry as a political weapon wielded by
Trump as part of his 2020 campaign.
In doing so, both the media and those
lawmakers have at times resorted to
omissions and falsehoods.

For example, some media reporting
on Trump’s call with Zelensky skipped
over several hundred words from the
transcript in an apparent effort to tie
Trump’s request for a “favor” to his re-
quest to look into potential impropri-
ety by former Vice President Joe Biden,
who’s a 2020 presidential candidate.
The portion which the media skipped
over referred to Trump’s comments
about the CrowdStrike server.

In addition, Rep. Adam Schiff
(D-Calif.) made up portions of the
Trump-Zelensky transcript dur-
ing his statement at a hearing of the
House Intelligence Committee, which
he chairs. Schiff’s fabricated version
of the transcript created the appear-
ance that Trump pressured Zelensky
toinvestigate Biden. After being called
out for it, Schiff said he did so in jest.
In response, Trump called on Schiff
to resign for making false statements
to Congress.

On Oct. 2 the president suggested for
the first time that the ongoing investi-
gations may result in a “major lawsuit.”

“I've been looking at that long and
hard for a long period of time. How it
started, why it started, it should nev-
er happen to another president, ever.
But I've been talking about it from the
standpoint of bringing a major law-
suit, and I've been talking about it for
a long time. We’ve been investigating
the corruption having to do with what
they did to my people. They destroyed
many people,” Trump said.

ED ZURGA/GETTY IMAGES
o

Inquiry into origins of investigations of Trump campaign expand to Italy, Australia, the United Kingdom

Attorney General
William Barr in
Topeka, Kan., on
Oct.2,2019.



