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William Brooks

Commentary 
There is little doubt that across 
Canada and the United States, 
men and women who identify as 

conservative are feeling more and 
more uncomfortable about express-

ing an opinion.
The left views this as a good thing. Con-

servatives, they say, harbour views that are 
inherently racist, xenophobic, misogynistic, 
and homophobic, and they have no legiti-
mate place in the public square. This is not a 
new disposition for our progressive brothers 
and sisters, but in the era of Donald Trump, 
it has assumed a particular intensity. Hardly 
a month goes by without the discovery of a 
new speech crime against another virtuous 
victim of right-wing supremacists.

In Canada, cases like those of former po-
litical strategist Tom Flanagan, psychology 
professor and author Jordan Peterson, free 
speech activist Lindsay Shepherd, former 
United Conservative candidate Caylan Ford, 
and Conservative Party MP Michael Cooper 
come to mind. All have been the subject 
of “gotcha” attacks from the left over 
recent years.

When the wheels of “social jus-
tice” turn procedural, justice 
is set aside, and the resulting 
perversion of due process is 
almost always the same: the 
perpetrator is charged and 
convicted in a Kafkaesque 
court of manipulated opin-
ion. The sentence is loss of 
reputation, interruption 
of career, and social iso-
lation. It occurs in work-
places, cultural institutions, 
and the political arena, and 
it’s a troubling reminder of the 
perverse human instinct to seek 
scapegoats for the resolution of self-
inflicted troubles.

Star Chambers
During such star chamber proceedings, the 
surprised accused becomes a stationary tar-
get. His or her past actions or remarks are 
amplified and distorted. Context is ignored. 
Motives are disparaged, and reasonable ex-
planations are dismissed. Witnesses for the 
accused are frightened and discouraged. 
They fear the gathering mob and drift quick-
ly away or deny their relationship with the 
targeted individual.

The process should be sufficient to disturb 
even the most cynical observers. But in the 
prevailing ethical climate, politicians, ju-
rists, community leaders, educators, jour-
nalists, and influential entertainers feel en-
tirely justified in going along with useful 
fictions that scapegoat selected targets and 
pursue the self-interested ends of those in 
the dominant culture.

What reasonable people might still rec-

ognize as truth, the post-modern left calls 
“social constructions.” They claim that tra-
ditional “narratives” generate unfair and 
oppressive modes of authority and knowl-
edge. So, in progressive culture, there are no 
longer any facts—there are only interpreta-
tions. Interpretations are never proven or 
disproven by hard evidence; they can only 
be replaced by other more powerful inter-
pretations.

In the arsenal of cynically ambitious, envi-
ous, or resentful social justice warriors, un-
kind and dishonest words have become the 
most lethal political weapons of our time.

Words Are Like Arrows
An old Jewish teaching compares words 
to arrows. Once the bow is drawn and the 
arrow is released, it cannot be returned. 
American rabbi and author Joseph Telush-
kin often reminded his readers to resist ex-
aggerating the wrong done by people who 
provoke our anger. “Words,” he said, “are 
powerful enough to lead to love, but they 
can also lead to hatred and terrible pain.”

Telushkin underscores his concern with 
a 19th-century Eastern European folk-

tale that tells the story of a man who 
went through a small community 

slandering the rabbi. One day the 
man felt remorseful and asked 

the rabbi for forgiveness. 
When he offered to make 
amends with a penance, 
the rabbi asked the man to 
take a feather pillow from 
his home, cut it open, and 
scatter the feathers to the 
wind. The man did this and 
returned to the rabbi to ask 
if he was now forgiven. “Al-

most,” the rabbi said. “You 
just have to perform one last 

task. Go and gather all the feath-
ers.” “But that’s impossible, for the 

wind has already scattered them,” 
the man protested. “Precisely,” the rabbi 

answered.
Few of us may be capable of taking this 

lesson to heart. In fact, many of us would 
have considerable difficulty refraining from 
hurtful or unfair talk about members of our 
own families and communities even for 24 
hours. Nevertheless, one can’t help looking 
back to a time when false narratives were 
restrained by a religious reverence for truth 
and a compelling empathy for the victims 
of lies. People intuitively understood that 
murder is wrong, and “character assassina-
tion” is a metaphor for murder.

Troubled Societies and the Persecution of 
Scapegoats
From one generation to the next, we have 
witnessed a disturbing increase in the tol-
erance for deception within the dominant 
political classes of Western nations.

The works of Franco-American phi-
losopher René Girard revealed that when 

powerful personal desires for power and 
influence are conflicted, troubled societies 
seek redemption through the persecution of 
scapegoats. Ushered in by a century of pro-
gressive education and post-modern drama, 
our preference for scapegoats has come full 
circle. It is no longer adversarial critics of 
Western civilization who are likely to be 
targeted for abuse by unfair conservatives. 
Now, it is the friends and supporters of free 
societies who must watch their backs.

Although partisans from both sides of the 
political spectrum have made use of char-
acter assassination, the spirit of our present 
age has placed conservatives at a particular 
disadvantage.

Conservatives tend to rally around estab-
lished authorities that embody the continu-
ation of religious, cultural, constitutional, 
and judicial traditions. The canon they rep-
resent celebrates virtues such as religious 
tolerance, individual liberty, equality of 
opportunity, economic freedom, personal 
responsibility, the rule of law, national sov-
ereignty, the value of family, and the sanctity 
of life. This conservative bias toward ancient 
truths, established ideas, and foundational 
laws invites contempt from a liberal culture 
that believes in perpetual modern progress 
and personal divinity through science, tech-
nology, government, and liberation from all 
“absolute” moral constraints.

On June 16, 1858, Republican candidate for 
the U.S. Senate, Abraham Lincoln, said in 
what became one of the best-known speeches 
of his career: “A house divided against itself 
cannot stand.” When reason and compromise 
fail, almost anything can happen.

William Brooks is a writer and educator 
based in Montreal. He currently serves as 
the editor of “The Civil Conversation” for 
Canada’s Civitas Society and is an Epoch 
Times contributor.

Views expressed in this article are the 
opinions of the author and do not nec-
essarily reflect the views of The Epoch 
Times.

The Perils of Words When Used 
for Character Assassination

mark Hendrickson

Commentary
I wonder how many 
voters under, say, 
40, realize how far 
removed from tra-

ditional American 
political values today’s 

Democrats are?
Those listening to this week’s third 

round of debates between aspirants 
to the Democratic presidential nomi-
nation are unlikely to hear anything 
remotely similar to ideas that leaders 
of both parties used to believe in.

Below, you can read a collection of 
ten statements—some of them un-
doubtedly familiar to you—made by 
leading political figures in U.S. history. 
The values embodied in these state-
ments were not really expressions 
of Republican values or Democratic 
values; they were simply American 
values. They were shared and cher-
ished by overwhelming majorities of 
Americans of both parties over the 
span of many generations.

If you find yourself tending to re-
coil from the ideas expressed in the 
statements cited next, then you have 
been taught contrary values, or you 
are, at the very least, unfamiliar with 
the political and ethical values that 
they describe. You should be aware, 
though, that if your grandparents or 
great-grandparents had already im-
migrated to the United States, chances 
are, these were their values.

Here they are:

1. “I think ... that we have more ma-
chinery of government than is nec-
essary, too many parasites living 
on the labor of the industrious.”

2. “If we can but prevent the govern-
ment from wasting the labors of 
the people, under the pretence [sic] 
of taking care of them, they must 
become happy.”

3. “Distinctions in society will always 
exist under every just government. 
Equality of talents, of education, or 
of wealth cannot be produced by 
human institutions.”

4. “The less government interferes 
with private pursuits, the better 
for general prosperity.”

5. “Though the people support the 
Government, the Government 
should not support the people.”

6. “High rates of income and profits 
taxes discourage energy, remove 
the incentive to new enterprise, en-

courage extravagant expenditures, 
and produce industrial stagnation 
with consequent unemployment 
and other attendant evils.”

7. “We are spending altogether too 
much money for government ser-
vices which are neither practical nor 
necessary. In addition to this, we are 
attempting too many functions.”

8. “Democracy is, first and foremost, 
a spiritual force, it is built upon a 
spiritual basis—and on a belief in 
God and an observance of moral 
principle. And in the long run only 
the church can provide that basis.” 
“Our religious faith gives us the an-
swer to the false beliefs of Commu-
nism [including socialism].”

9. “The rights of man come not from 
the generosity of the state but from 
the hand of God.”

10. “The federal government’s most 
useful role is not to rush into a 
program of excessive increases in 
public expenditures, but to expand 
the incentives and opportunities 
for private expenditures.”

The themes of limited government, 
individual rights, and faith in deity 
run through these statements. By 
the way, I wrote above that all of the 
statements I was going to quote were 
made by famous Americans. Indeed, 

they were famous. All were former 
presidents of the United States. And 
not only were they all presidents, they 
were all Democrats.

The first two, which warned of a 
large and intrusive government, came 
from Thomas Jefferson when the fed-
eral government was only a minuscule 
fraction of its current size.

Andrew Jackson was the author of the 
third, in which he rejected the egalitar-
ian error common on the left today that 
“justice” means material “equality.”

The fourth was Martin Van Buren’s 
warning about government interfer-
ence in the economy.

The fifth was from a famous veto 
issued by Grover Cleveland, who re-
peatedly vetoed progressive bills that 
bestowed privileges on select citizens 
at the expense of the rule of law.

The sixth—sounding so very much 
like Ronald Reagan’s supply-side eco-
nomic philosophy—belongs to Wood-
row Wilson. Indeed, it seems out of 
character considering the way Wilson 
governed, but at least he acknowl-
edged an important economic truth.

The seventh, with its warnings about 
government waste and government 
attempting to do more than it is ca-
pable of doing, was uttered by none 
other than Franklin Roosevelt.

The eighth came from the famously 

blunt Harry Truman, who would 
never be mistaken for a right-wing 
evangelical Christian. This statement 
simply reflected the dominant belief 
that in the battle with secular ideolo-
gies, faith in deity would prevail over 
atheistic belief systems such as com-
munism and its economic component, 
socialism.

The last two—reiterating the primacy 
of our God-given rights and the supe-
riority of the private sector, consisting 
of free individuals, over government 
control over economic activity—are 
statements of John F. Kennedy.

Somehow, I don’t think any of those 
former Democratic presidents would 
be welcome in today’s Democratic 
Party, much less stand a chance of be-
ing the party’s presidential nominee.

In stark contrast to these traditional 
American precepts, today’s Demo-
cratic presidential candidates call for 
a massive expansion of government 
power and spending. They want a 
powerful paternal state to be in charge 
of jobs, health care, standards of liv-
ing, and major industries—an overtly 
socialistic agenda.

For today’s Democrats, faith in gov-
ernment has supplanted faith in God. 
They believe that government should 
wage a war against nature and make 
us all more equal to each other in the 
name of “progress.”

Ladies and gentlemen, what you will 
see and hear in the Sept. 12 debate is 
in no way, shape, or form your grand-
father’s Democratic Party.

Mark Hendrickson, an economist, 
recently retired from the faculty 
of Grove City College, where he 
remains a fellow for economic and 
social policy at the Institute for Faith 
& Freedom.

Views expressed in this article are 
the opinions of the author and do 
not necessarily reflect the views of 
The Epoch Times.

Somehow, I don’t think any 
of those former Democratic 
presidents would be welcome 
in today’s Democratic Party, 
much less stand a chance of 
being the party’s presidential 
nominee.

Not Your Grandfather’s 
Democratic Party

From one generation 
to the next, we have 
witnessed a disturbing 
increase in the tolerance 
for deception within 
the dominant political 
classes of Western 
nations.

Jordan Peterson, author 
of “12 Rules for Life: An 

Antidote to Chaos.”

Jordan Peterson at a 
public rally on free speech 
at the University of 
Toronto on Oct. 11, 2016. 
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“Democratic presidential hopefuls arrive on stage ahead of the second round of the second Democratic primary debate of the 2020 presidential campaign season in Detroit on July 31, 2019.  
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President John 
F. Kennedy 
speaks at a press 
conference on 
Sept. 13, 1962. 
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Trevor loudon

Commentary
The Democratic Socialists of 
America (DSA) is working 
closely with Brazilian Trotsky-
ists from the Party of Socialism 

and Liberty (PSOL) to coordinate 
attacks against U.S. President Don-

ald Trump and Brazilian President Jair 
Bolsonaro.

The U.S.–Brazil revolutionary alliance 
is conducted through revolutionaries in 
both countries aligned to an internation-
al Trotskyist revolutionary coordinating 
body—the Brussels-based United Secretariat 
for the Fourth International.

One of the key point men in the alliance 
is Pedro Fuentes, an Argentine-born revo-
lutionary now living in the United States. 
Fuentes, along with São Paulo-based “mili-
tant and leader of the Socialist Left Move-
ment” Bruno Magalhães (also known as 
Bruno Silviano), represented PSOL at the 
August DSA convention in Atlanta. Dur-
ing his speech, Magalhães declared, “We 
in Brazil are really, really excited with the 
Democratic Socialist movement here in 
the U.S.”

Also associated with PSOL are journalist 
Glenn Greenwald’s partner David Miranda, 
who is a federal congressman for Rio de 
Janeiro, and former PSOL member Adélio 
Bispo de Oliveira, who stabbed Bolsonaro 
in the stomach during a 2018 rally, almost 
killing him.

Pedro Fuentes
Pedro Fuentes is the “nom de guerre” of Ar-
gentine Trotskyist revolutionary Alberto 
Pujals. Born circa 1943, Fuentes “began his 
activism [in Argentina] as a teenager, when 
he and his brother joined a high-school 
student movement to reform the schools 
called Movimiento de Acción Reformista. 
In the 1960s, he joined Palabro Obrera, led 
by the Argentine Trotskyist revolution-
ary Nahuel Moreno,” according to a DSA 
Facebook event post. In 1971, Pedro’s older 
brother, Luis Pujals, a leader of the Proletar-
ian Revolutionary Army, died in the “dirty 
war” against Argentina’s anti-communist 
government.

Fuentes was forced to flee Argentina, 
traveling across Latin America and Europe, 
where he continued working with Trotskyist 
groups in several countries.

Fuentes eventually settled in Brazil and, 
in 2000, began organizing with Movimen-
to Esquerda Socialista (MES), a Trotskyist 
tendency inside the ruling leftist Workers’ 
Party. In 2003, the Workers’ Party split over 
pension reform issues, and several Trotsky-
ist factions, including MES, subsequently 
founded PSOL—now Brazil’s fifth-largest 
political party.

Fuentes served for many years as PSOL’s 
secretary of international relations and still 

works to build ties between PSOL and other 
leftist parties. Though living in the United 
States, Fuentes still serves as a leader of the 
PSOL’s MES faction.

Fourth International and Mass Party of 
the Left
In the early 1990s, the Fourth International 
used its national affiliates in an attempt to 
rebuild the world revolutionary movement 
after the so-called “collapse of commu-
nism.” These efforts were modeled on the 
very successful Brazilian Workers’ Party—an 
amalgamation of leftist Christians, Greens, 
black radicals, ex pro-Soviet communists, 
former Maoists, and Fourth International 
Trotskyists.

In my home country of New Zealand, this 
concept materialized in the New Labour 
Party/Alliance Party, which ruled for a time 
in coalition with the “old” Labour Party. 
The Australian counterpart, Socialist Al-
liance, achieved little success, but in Ger-
many, the former East German communists 
joined up with several Trotskyist factions 
to form the Party of Democratic Socialism 
(now Die Linke), Germany’s third-largest 
party on the left. Similar coalitions were 
formed with varying degrees of success in 
El Salvador, Mexico, Sri Lanka, Pakistan, 
the Philippines, Spain, Italy, Portugal, and 
some Scandinavian countries.

Many of these groups also maintained 
close ties to old-line communists, including 
the Maoist-leaning Belgian Workers’ Party, 
the pro-Soviet South African Communist 
Party, and of course everyone’s friend on the 
left, the Cuban Communist Party.

In the United States, Trotskyists from a 
small “socialist feminist” group called “Soli-
darity” joined with former pro-Soviet com-
munists, DSA activists, Maoists from the 
Freedom Road Socialist Organization, and 
ex-Maoists from the Frontline Political Or-
ganization, to form the Committees of Cor-
respondence (CoC) in Chicago in July 1994.

According to the September/October 1994 
issue of Chicago DSA’s New Ground publi-
cation, “Over 500 delegates and observers 
... attended the founding convention of the 
Committees of Correspondence (CoC) held 
here in Chicago in July.”

New Ground reported that the speakers 
included Charles Nqukula, general secre-
tary of the South African Communist Party; 
Dulce Maria Pereira, a senatorial candidate 
of the Workers’ Party of Brazil; Angela Davis 
of CoC; Andre Brie of the Party of Demo-
cratic Socialism of Germany; and a repre-
sentative of the Cuban government.

CoC was supposed to lay the foundation 
for a new mass party of socialism—one that 
could eventually replace the Democratic 
Party. However, rampant sectarianism 
and lack of visionary leadership eventu-
ally turned the project to dust. Today, the 
organization still exists as the Commit-
tees of Correspondence for Democracy and 

Socialism, but it’s down to fewer than 200 
mainly elderly members nationwide—many 
of whom hold dual membership in the DSA 
or the Communist Party USA.

While the Fourth International’s dream of 
an international alliance of new mass par-
ties of the left lived on in Brazil and Europe, 
it was dead in the United States—until Bernie 
Sanders came along.

Rebirth of the DSA
From the start, PSOL and the broader 
Trotskyist movement welcomed the Sand-
ers socialist movement that took the U.S. 
left by storm in 2015 and 2016. The DSA went 
to nearly 30,000 members from 6,500 in 
two years, and is now approaching 60,000. 
This was very inspiring to many Trotskyist 
revolutionaries, including Pedro Fuentes.

Writing on the Spanish language website 
Aporrea in August 2015, Fuentes and his 
PSOL comrade Tiago Madeira urged Trotsky-
ists to get behind the Sanders movement:

“In our opinion, we must support Sanders. 
For us, the debate in the US, with its specific 
characteristics, is similar to what we face in 
the rest of the world. Will Trotskyists, with-
out losing sight of our strategy, intervene in 
events and real political movements—how-
ever contradictory they are—to contend for 
influence. ... We are talking about build-
ing new organizations, new parties—and 
respecting their leaders, even if we disagree 
with them.”

And support Sanders they did. Solidarity, 
the U.S. affiliate of the Fourth International, 
joined the DSA en masse to help lead the 
Sanders movement.

Fuentes has worked closely with DSA 
members in the United States and attended 
several DSA events. As mentioned, he was 
a PSOL delegate to both the 2017 and 2019 
DSA national conventions.

Fuentes and PSOL comrade Mariana 
Riscali wrote of their experience attending 

The PSOL delegates 
look to the DSA as 
a breakthrough in 
world socialism—
the start of a new 
international hybrid 
left that might build 
a mass revolutionary 
movement.

DSA’s breakout 2017 national convention in 
Chicago on the socialist website Left on the 
Move. The PSOL delegates were very wel-
come and were given equal standing to large 
Marxist parties from Europe.

“PSOL was known by a large share of del-
egates. ... We are proud to say it was MES, a 
slate from PSOL, that has made the greatest 
effort to establish this contact so that we are 
proud of our country being recognized by 
the DSA at the same level as the Momentum 
from England, Mélenchon’s Party [France], 
Podemos [Spain] and Bloco de Esquerda 
[Portugal],” Fuentes and Riscali wrote.

The PSOL delegates look to the DSA as a 
breakthrough in world socialism—the start 
of a new international hybrid left that might 
build a mass revolutionary movement where 
older formations such as the CoC and the 
Brazilian Workers’ Party have failed.

“Surely, this privileged relationship with 
DSA will allow PSOL to look from a more 
internationalist point of view [at] the inter-
national situation and the emergence of new 
political processes independent from the old 
social democracy or false Latin American 
progressivism as PT [Workers’ Party]. DSA 
is the best expression of the ‘new cycle.’”

In November 2018, Fuentes attended a DSA 
meeting in New York, where he was photo-
graphed with two admiring members of the 
DSA International Committee, Carrington 
Morris and Ella Mahony.

In June 2017, Mahony represented the DSA 
at the PSOL organized “International En-
campment of Youth in Struggle” in Rio de 
Janeiro. The event was both a congress for 
PSOL’s youth wing and “a convocation of 
international solidarity.”

Solidarity and the DSA 
 International Commission
In 2018, the DSA revived its decades-old 
International Committee. After splitting 
with the “moderate” Socialist International 
in 2017, the DSA began looking for revolu-
tionary friends overseas. The International 
Committee became the DSA’s diplomatic 
wing, charged with cementing ties to for-
eign socialist and communist movements.

At least two Solidarity members made it 
onto the newly formed committee: Boston-
based David Grosser and New Yorker Dan 
La Botz.

Grosser is a longtime supporter of El 
Salvadorean revolutionary movements, 
whose personal goal is to “build the in-
ternationalism necessary to bring down 
the US Empire.”

La Botz is a seasoned revolutionary with 
direct ties to the Fourth International and to 
several Latin American revolutionary move-
ments, including PSOL.

La Botz was meeting with PSOL activists 
in Brazil as far back as 2014, and also met 
with PSOL activists in New York in Novem-
ber 2016.

In April and May 2016, La Botz toured sev-
eral countries in Europe and Brazil speaking 
about Bernie Sanders and the U.S. elections. 
All of his talks in Brazil were sponsored by 
either PSOL, or by Insurgencia, another 
Fourth International affiliated group also 
active in PSOL.

In a May 2016 article on the DSA website, 
La Botz explained how Fourth International 
Trotskyists were working with mainstream 
communists and other Marxists to create 
broad-based political parties that could 

compete electorally in Europe, Brazil, the 
UK, and the United States:

“In France, Spain, and Brazil, there have 
been and continue to be attempts to found 
new broad left, radical socialist parties as 
an alternative to the Social Democrats. In 
France we have seen both the New Anti-
Capitalist Party (NPA) and the Front de 
Gauche, in Spain Podemos, and in Bra-
zil, PSOL. These efforts can be compared 
to those in the English-speaking nations 
where Jeremy Corbyn in the British Labor 
Party and Bernie Sanders in the Democratic 
Party clearly represent a similar popular 
reaction among youth and sections of the 
labor movement to the conservative policies 
of Labor and the Democrats.”

La Botz emphasized that the Fourth Inter-
national had moved on from its notoriously 
violent and sectarian past to a strategy of 
bringing about socialist revolution through 
the electoral process. Forming broad-based 
electoral alliances with communists and 
socialists was to be the new path to the 
revolution:

“The New Anti-Capitalist Party came 
out of a merger of former members of the 
French Trotskyist Revolutionary Commu-
nist League (LCR) with environmentalists 
and other social activists. Anticapitalistas 
was formed by people out of the Spanish 
Revolutionary Communist League (LCR), 
also Trotskyist. Ensemble in France, which 
participates in the Front de Gauche, has 
members who come from the Socialist and 
Communist Party, as well as from NPA and 
the Trotskyist left. Similarly, solidaritéS Su-
isse [Switzerland], though it has Trotsky-
ist roots, has also incorporated those from 
other traditions.

“These groups, if they were Trotskyist in 
origin, have by and large turned away from 
many of the characteristics once associated 
with Trotskyist organizations. At one time 
many of these groups held a dogmatic view 
of socialist ideology based almost exclusively 
on a very particular and narrow reading of 
Marx and Engels, Lenin and Trotsky. ...

“They worked to organize ‘vanguard 
parties’ based on a supposedly ‘democratic 
centralist’ model and often attempted to 
take control of and to dictate to labor unions 
and popular movements. ... The Fourth In-
ternational ... has developed a more broad-
minded view of revolutionary socialism, 
and so have most (but not all) of its affiliated 
organizations.”

Hating on Trump and Bolsonaro
According to an article by DSA comrade Ben 
Dalton:

“The official topic at the first Brooklyn 
Jacobin [DSA-aligned magazine] reading 
group held after the [2016] election was so-
cialist politics in Brazil, but the conversation 
kept returning to Trump.

“’I think you should be in the first line 
against Trump,’ said Pedro Fuentes, a visit-
ing speaker and official in Brazil’s Socialism 
and Liberty Party (PSOL). Around the room 
heads nodded. ‘Anti-Trump. This is the first 
task you have.’”

If PSOL and the DSA are united in their 
goal of building mass revolutionary par-
ties in their home countries, they’re even 
more unified in the hatred of their respective 
presidents, Trump and his friend Bolsonaro.

In the United States, the DSA’s approxi-
mately 60,000 members are active in the 
anti-Trump movement in all 50 states. DSA 
comrades and their captive unions, non-
profits, student unions, and even churches 
have organized thousands of anti-Trump 
rallies and meetings across the country. DSA 
comrades played a major role in taking back 
the House of Representatives for the Demo-
crats in 2018.

Currently, the DSA is working with two 
pro-China organizations—Communist Party 
USA and Liberation Road (formerly Freedom 
Road Socialist Organization)—in the Left In-
side/Outside Project to flip North Carolina, 
Florida, Georgia, Arizona, and even Texas to 
the Democratic column in 2020. If they suc-
ceed, Trump will be a one-term president, 

and the United States will almost certainly 
be lost. All the remaining free countries will 
then fall like dominoes.

PSOL has played a major role in almost 
every anti-Bolsonaro rally held before or 
since Brazil’s 2018 election. Their American 
DSA allies have tried to poison the waters 
for Bolsonaro in the United States as well.

At a meeting on May 26, the Collin County 
DSA (North Texas) Skyped in “three com-
rades from Brazil who are members of the 
PSOL ... to talk with us about their organiz-
ing efforts against the current proto-fascist 
president of Brazil, Jair Bolsonaro. Thanks 
to Mr. Pedro Fuentes of the PSOL, Ms. Al-
ice Domingues, a student organizer, and 
Mr. Bruno Silviano, an organizer with the 
teacher’s union.”

“One of the most important things we 
learned from our comrades in Brazil was 
that opposition to Bolsonaro is huge in Brazil 
right now. At the most recent demonstra-
tions against Bolsonaro before our conver-
sation (which happened around the same 
time as DSA NTX and other area socialists, 
communists, anarchists, LGBTQ people, la-
bor, and antifascists were protesting against 
Jair Bolsonaro’s visit to Dallas …)

“We asked our comrades in Brazil what 
we in the U.S. can do to help—the big ask 
right now was to boost awareness in the 
U.S. of the huge protests against Bolsonaro 
and show our solidarity. …

“Solidarity with the working class and op-
pressed of Brazil against fascism!”

The Trump–Bolsonaro  
Alliance Must Continue
Brazil was specifically mentioned in DSA’s 
Resolution #4, titled “Building the DSA In-
ternational Committee,” passed during the 
convention, where the comrades resolved in 
part to “prioritize establishing relations with 
socialist and working-class organizations 
in Mexico, Puerto Rico, Canada, Brazil, the 
Caribbean, and Latin America broadly.” The 
resolution claimed that “an effective and or-
derly International Committee is necessary 
for DSA to transition into an internationalist 
organization.”

The DSA and their PSOL comrades are 
fully committed to destroying the Trump–
Bolsonaro alliance. From the revolution-
ary’s point of view, presidents Trump and 
Bolsonaro are huge impediments to world 
socialism.

They understand that this auspicious pair-
ing could do more to counter world com-
munism than anything we have seen since 
the Ronald Reagan–Margaret Thatcher–Pope 
John Paul partnership of the 1980s.

If Trump can turn around the United 
States and Bolsonaro can save Brazil, the 
positive consequences will be felt across the 
entire Western Hemisphere. And it will not 
end there.

If Trump and Bolsonaro destroy the Marx-
ist movements in their respective countries, 
the world communist movement could be 
set back decades. This would be a fantastic 
boon for world freedom.

Trump and Bolsonaro should immediately 
direct their intelligence services to inves-
tigate the DSA and PSOL’s transnational 
interactions and their network of interna-
tional allies. The DSA–PSOL–Fourth Inter-
national alliance needs to be countered and 
dismantled. It poses a more urgent threat to 
our freedoms than does ISIS or al-Qaeda.

This alliance is nothing short of transna-
tional treason. We need widespread media 
exposure, international governmental co-
operation, and firm legal action to put an 
end to this threat.

Trevor Loudon is an author, filmmaker, 
and public speaker from New Zealand. 
For more than 30 years, he has researched 
radical left, Marxist, and terrorist move-
ments and their covert influence on main-
stream politics.

Views expressed in this article are the 
opinions of the author and do not neces-
sarily reflect the views of The Epoch Times.

Broad-based 
electoral alliances 
with communists and 
socialists was to be 
the new path to the 
revolution. 

If Trump can turn around 
the United States and 
Bolsonaro can save 
Brazil, the positive 
consequences will be 
felt across the entire 
Western Hemisphere.

Transnational Treason: 

DSA Partners With Brazilian 
Trotskyists to Build Mass Socialist 
Movements, Attack Trump and 
Bolsonaro

Members of the 
Democratic Socialists of 
America gather outside a 
Trump-owned building in 
New York on May 1, 2019.  

President Donald Trump 
and Brazilian President 
Jair Bolsonaro walk down 
the Colonnade before a 
press conference at the 
Rose Garden of the White 
House on March 19, 
2019.  

Members and 
supporters of the 
Socialism and 
Freedom Party 
(PSOL) rally at 
Copacabana beach, 
Brazil, on July 6, 
2014.  
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