TRUTH and TRADITION

In Our Own Words

The Best of the Human
Experience
Dear Epoch VIP,
If you’re at all like me, you know
that it can be ugly out there. You
read about it in the news, watch it
on the screen, and maybe even see
it out your window. And it seems
worse lately—depressing. That’s
where The Epoch Times steps in.
Ever since its creation, The Epoch Times has featured
an arts and culture section that acknowledges the
importance of the truly beautiful—whether beautiful
in a physical sense or a moral one, and we continue
that mission today.

I try to create
a beautiful,
uplifting, or
thoughtful
experience in order
to reconnect us to
our spirituality.
Sharon Kilarski

Arts and Culture Editor

And as the Arts and Culture editor, the mission is at
the center of how I run my section.
In keeping with our motto of Truth and Tradition,
we aim to present the best and noblest that
human culture has to offer. By exploring the best
craftsmanship in the world, we acknowledge
that diligence, hard work, and patience produce
excellence. In reviewing films, we search for those that
are actually good for the soul, or, conversely, we point
out where they have failed in this regard. By looking
to our heritage for historical, literary, and mythical
figures, we seek those with outstanding character
and virtues to offer as exemplars to emulate. And by
looking to the classics in music, the performing arts,
and fine arts, we find themes that emphasize dignity,
uprightness, harmony, and purity to inspire us.
In a sense, traditional art, stemming from traditional
culture and values, aims at the heart and can speak

to us in surprising ways—as though we are having a
conversation with a dear and trusted friend.
And just as conversations with a friend will sometimes
touch on pain, the traditional arts not only capture
the breadth of human experience but its depth as well,
allowing us to recognize our sins and frailties, and
transforming humanity’s inevitable pain to give that
pain meaning. It is the beauty of the classics that carry
out this alchemy.
Most importantly, I believe that art has traditionally
been a link to the sacred, as a way to remind us of
purpose on earth. As the late philosopher Roger Scruton
wrote, “True art is an appeal to our higher nature, an
attempt to affirm that other kingdom in which moral
and spiritual order prevails.”
That our society today has forgotten this purpose is all
the more reason that each week, as the editor of Arts
and Culture, I try to create a beautiful, uplifting, or
thoughtful experience in order to reconnect us to our
spirituality.
I’m continuing to find paintings, stories, and
remarkable figures that astonish me and I hope they
will affect you, dear reader, too. I hope you will enjoy
the Arts and Culture section, and that it can help you
step away for a moment from the violent, cynical,
demonic, immodest, insulting, and tasteless. I hope
our content leaves you
refreshed and anticipating
the next issue.
In Truth and Tradition,
Sharon Kilarski
The Epoch Times

