TRUTH and TRADITION

In Our Own Words

The World Through
a Journalist’s Eyes
Dear Epoch VIP,

With diligent
effort, a journalist
can map a part
of the journey
and present it to
readers, hoping to
help them navigate
their own realities.
Petr Svab
Reporter

Thank you for your continuing support—we are at your service.
My name is Petr Svab and I’ve been covering politics,
courts, police, immigration, economy, and other topics
during my 13 years at The Epoch Times.
It is my pleasure to work for a newspaper that stands
for values I can wholeheartedly endorse and fittingly
summed up in our motto of Truth and Tradition.
I believe that truth is the living world, and an infinite
journey of exploration. The more topics I tackle, the
more issues I delve into, the more I realize how complex,
multifaceted, and enormous the world truly is. We can
never dream of grasping it all, but, with diligent effort,
a journalist can map a part of the journey and present it to
readers, hoping to help them navigate their own realities
Moreover, I’ve found, a journalist can open doors
closed to others, give readers the facts of the story, the
context that enlightens them, as well as the insights of the
participants.
I remember walking the streets of West Baltimore last
year. My plan was just to interview some local business
owners to see what the city was doing about some of its
issues—from piles of trash and abandoned houses to
homelessness and crime.
Within five minutes of my arrival, a man on the street
noticed me and started to shout: “Guy with a camera!
There’s a guy with a camera here!”
A group of young men further up the street took notice
as I approached.
“Are you a cop?” asked one of them. He was a young
man with wide eyes that looked like they’d already seen
more than their share.
I introduced myself and my business of the day,
handing the gentleman my card. The young man’s
expression softened as he realized I was here to report on
a story—the story of his home.
As it turned out, the young man was not only ready to
share with me his insights on the local issues, but also to
offer advice on where to find what I was looking for. We
parted ways with a handshake.
In all my experience talking directly to the people

involved in various events, the truth seldom (if ever)
favors partisan narratives—it’s much more colorful:
sometimes humorous, other times tragic.
Consider the story, for example, of Trayvon Martin.
According to some, an innocent child killed by a racist
man. According to others, a thug killed in self-defense.
But after filmmaker Joel Gilbert retraced Martin’s last
moments, weeks, and months, it turned out neither
narrative was quite true. Gilbert told a story of a young
man whose life was falling apart and ultimately plunged
into a tragedy that nobody wanted.
So if that’s truth, what is tradition, then? For me, it is
the lessons of history. It’s the distilled universal wisdom
collected by our ancestors over millennia—the timeless
lessons of the enlightened, the sages, and the saints. This
treasure chest of the past is where we can turn to help us
better understand the truth at present.
My work is to safeguard this treasure, let it live through
the pages of The Epoch Times and the hearts of our readers.
While it may seem the foundations of the civilization
itself are now under attack, I truly believe our readers
will be best equipped to withstand the storm—through
clarity and peace of heart. For whatever the future holds,
I believe the path will be less treacherous for those who
walk it steadily, making choices informed both by truth
and tradition.
What I pledge to you is yet more meticulous research,
analysis, and fact-finding. I’ll do the digging for you, while
letting you make up your own mind. Furthermore, I’ll also
hone my wit to give you an ever-better read along the way.
Yes, we strive to be an influential media in the world,
but I believe that our true success is measured in minds
sharpened, hearts uplifted, and lives improved.
Once again, thank you for
joining us on this journey.
We do live in truly epochal
times, wouldn’t you say?
In Truth and Tradition,
Petr Svab
The Epoch Times

