Behind the US Operation to Strike Iran

US. and Israeli military planners have for years been watching Iran's nuclear progress, and preparing to strike.

The 12-Day War

With no deal after 60 days of U.S~Iran
nuclear talks, Israel launches a surprise attack |

targeting Iran’s military and nuclear

h,

program.

RIVL IR ER  |n the early hours, Israeli

surprise attack across Iran,
targeting Iranian military

and nuclear facilities,
multiple top Iranian
military officials, and
leading nuclear scientists.

At a G7 summit in Canada,
leaders of the United
States, the UK, Japan,
France, Italy, Germany,
and Canada issue a joint
statement affirming

support for Israel, calling
Iran “the principal source
of regional instability
and terror,” and declaring
that Iran cannot obtain a
nuclear weapon.

As strikes continue, Israeli
forces begin issuing
evacuation orders for
parts of the Iranian capital
city of Tehran.

The British, French, and
German foreign ministers,
along with the European
Union's foreign policy

chief, hold talks with
Iran’s foreign minister to
find ways to resolve the
conflict.

More than 125 US.
warplanes, assisted by
US. warships, carry out

warplanes conduct a
Fordow
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strikes on three Iranian
nuclear facilities.
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m Iran returns fire on Israel

and Iranian representatives
back out of a set of plan-
ned June 15 talks with US.
representatives in Oman.

Trump states that there
will soon be peace
between Israel and Iran
and says there are “many
calls and meetings now
taking place”

The US. Embassy in Israel
announces it will close
from June 18 to 20.
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Trump announces
two-week timeline to de-

cide whether the United
States joins the Israel-Iran
conflict.

Iran's Supreme National
Security Council debates
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m Trump criticizes both Iran

and Israel for carrying
out additional attacks
following his cease-

fire announcement. E 23

Both sides ultimately
implement the
cease-fire.

Source: The Pentagon

closing the Strait of
Hormuz,

GBU-57 Testing
US. Air Force tests the

bunker-busting weapon

)
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Source: Institute for Science and International Security

Iran launches a largely
symbolic retaliatory
missile strike at the
Al Udeid Air Base in
Qatar. After dismissing

the Iranian barrage
as “weak,” Trump
announces Israel and
Iran have accepted a
cease-fire.

ey Al Udeid Air Base

The largest U.S. military

e T
S base in the Middle East.

designed to destroy deeply
buried and hardened targets.

B-2 Spirit

Stealth Bomber
_—> The B-2 Spirit stealth
bomber is the only
aircraft currently
configured to carry the
heavy bunker buster.

GBU-57, a precision-guided,

WING SPAN 172 FT

Fordow: United States dropped

bunker-buster bombs at Iran’s

most critical nuclear facility,
{? buried deep into a mountain.

Operation Midnight
Hammer

Natanz: Iran'’s largest

More than 125 U.S. warplanes, assisted nuclear facility

by U.S. warships, strike three Iranian IRAN
nuclear facilities, fulfilling more than 15

years of planning and preparation.

Isfahan: The nuclear
facility also houses
three Chinese research
reactors and laboratories.
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marked the longest B-2

mission since 2001. .
Deception

,s‘ Several B-2 bombers.
/ head west over the Pacific
/ Ocean as decoys.
-
Naval Support
US. submarines launch
Tomahawk cruise
missiles at [sfahan.
Three sites'
struck
GBU-57 Massive
Ordnance Penetrator
(MmoP)
The GBU-57 weighs
approximately 30,000 P
pounds, including a more
than 5000-pound explo-
sive warhead.
ight Hammar
In a 36-hour mission, seven B-2 hombers fly
east across the Atlantic to strike Fordow and
| Natanz before returning to the United States,
Retractable | Length
guidance fins | 20feet
| Sinches
Laser 12:01a.m.ET ()  SevenB-2 bombers depart Whiteman Air
sensor Force Base, Missouri. Other B-2s depart the
base heading west as a diversion.
Each GBU-57 used in Z-:p:ft"(‘:lif
Operation Midnight Dozens of tankers refuel the B-2 bombers decoys)
Hammer is specially over the Atlantic Ocean. /
configured for its specific i More than
role in the mission. ~
e
5p.m.ET () U.S.warships begin launching more than
two dozen Tomahawk cruise missiles at Iran's
Isfahan nuclear facility. .
N TLAM Cruise
Missiles fire at
6p.m.ET () U.S.4thand 5th generation fighter jets Isfahan

The Massive Ordnance
Penetrator bomb falls at
more than 1,000 feet per
second by the time it hits
its specified target.

flying ahead of the B-2 bombers enter Iranian
airspace and preemptively suppress Iranian air
defense systems.

6:40 p.m.ET O s ] 2

Lead B-2 homber crew reaches Fordow

nuclear facility and drops two GBU-57 bombs. GBU-57
The rest of the bomber crews drop payloads MOPs drop on
over Fordow and Natanz. Fordow
»
7:05p.m.ET () Final sea-launched Tomahawk missiles
The GBU-57 can drive fall on the Isfahan facility.
up to 200 feet into the
ground before exploding.
GBU-57
7:30 p.m.ET () U.S. air strike package exits Iranian airspace. MOPs drop on
Natanz

n Iran’s Nuclear Program, and US Plan to Destroy It Iran claims its nuclear program is peaceful, but international observers have been concerned by Iran's continued enrichment of uranium to levels far higher than needed for civilian purposes.
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